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MINUTES

Meeting of 12 October 2023, 9.00-13.00 and 15.00-17.30

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 9.11 on Thursday, 12 October 2023, with Monika Hohlmeier (Chair)
presiding.

12 October 2023, 9.00 — 9.45

1. Adoption of agenda

The draft agenda was adopted in the form shown in these minutes.

2. Chair’s announcements

The Chair drew the attention of Members to the information in the CONT News.

3. Partial renewal of Members of the Court of Auditors — DK nominee
CONT/9/13188
2023/0807(NLE) 11470/2023 — C9-0332/2023

Rapporteur:
Victor Negrescu (S&D)
Responsible:
CONT
e Hearing of Bettina Jakobsen, candidate nominated by Denmark
e Adoption of draft report

The following spoke: Monika Hohlmeier, Bettina Jakobsen (ECA candidate), Isabel Garcia
Muioz (on behalf of Rapporteur V. Negrescu), Carlos Coelho, Mikulas Peksa, Joachim Kuhs.

The meeting adjourned at 9.45 and resumed at 9.49.
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12 October 2023, 9.45 — 10.40

4. Partial renewal of Members of the Court of Auditors — ES nominee
CONT/9/13189

2023/0806(NLE) 07925/2023 — C9-0333/2023

Rapporteur:

Gilles Boyer (Renew)
Responsible:

CONT

e Hearing of Alejandro Blanco Fernandez, candidate nominated by Spain
e Adoption of draft report

The following spoke: Monika Hohlmeier, Alejandro Blanco Fernandez (ECA candidate),
Gilles Boyer, Carlos Coelho, Isabel Garcia Mufioz, Mikulas Peksa, Joachim Kubhs.

The meeting adjourned at 10.33 and resumed at 10.38.

12 October 2023, 10.40 — 11.20

5. Partial renewal of Members of the Court of Auditors — IE nominee
CONT/9/13190

2023/0808(NLE) 11884/2023 — C9-0334/2023

Rapporteur:

Monika Hohlmeier (PPE)
Responsible:

CONT

e Hearing of Tony Murphy, candidate nominated by Ireland
e Adoption of draft report

The following spoke: Monika Hohlmeier, Tony Murphy (ECA candidate), Isabel Garcia
Muioz, Olivier Chastel, Mikulas Peksa, Joachim Kuhs, Luke Ming Flanagan.

The meeting adjourned at 11.14 with Isabel Garcia Muiioz (1! Vice-Chair) presiding, and
resumed at 11.22 with Monika Hohlmeier (Chair) presiding.

12 October 2023, 11.20 - 11.30

*** Flectronic vote ***

6. Vote on the partial renewal of Members of the Court of Auditors - DK, ES and
IE nominees

e The DK nomination was adopted with 22 votes in favour, 1 against, and 0 abstention.
e The ES nomination was adopted with 16 votes in favour, 1 against, and 6 abstention.

e The IE nomination was adopted with 22 votes in favour, 1 against, and 0 abstention.
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*** End of electronic vote ***
k %k ok

The meeting adjourned at 11.25 and resumed at 11.29.

12 October 2023, 11.30 - 13.00

7. 2022 discharge: General budget of the EU - Commission
CONT/9/12735
2023/2129(DEC) COM(2023)0391[01] — C9-0248/2023

Rapporteur:
Isabel Garcia Muioz (S&D)

Responsible:
CONT

Opinions:
AFET, DEVE, INTA, BUDG, ECON, EMPL, ENVI, ITRE, IMCO, TRAN, REGI,
AGRI, PECH, CULT, JURI, LIBE, AFCO, FEMM

e Exchange of views with Ilze Juhansone, Secretary-General of the European

Commission, in the presence of ECA reporting Member Laima Andrikiené

The following spoke: Monika Hohlmeier, Laima Andrikien¢ (ECA Member), llze Juhansone
(Secretary-General, European Commission), Isabel Garcia Mufoz, Joachim Kuhs.

The meeting adjourned at 12.34 and resumed at 15.06.

12 October 2023, 15.00 — 15.30

8. Combating corruption, replacing Council Framework Decision 2003/568/JHA
and the Convention on the fight against corruption involving officials of the
European Communities or officials of Member States of the European Union and
amending Directive (EU) 2017/1371 of the European Parliament and of the
Council
CONT/9/11969
*Ex 2023/0135(COD) COM(2023)0234 — C9-0162/2023

Rapporteur for the opinion:

Caterina Chinnici (PPE) PA —PE753.561v01-00
Responsible:
LIBE* — Ramona Strugariu (Renew) PR — PE753.573v01-00

e Consideration of draft opinion

The following spoke: Monika Hohlmeier, Caterina Chinnici, Korneel De Schamp (European
Commission, DG HOME), Isabel Garcia Mufioz, Gilles Boyer, Joachim Kuhs.

12 October 2023, 15.30 - 16.00

9. Protection of the European Union’s financial interests - combating fraud - annual

PV\1289407EN.docx 3/25 PE754.788v02-00

EN



EN

report 2022

CONT/9/11739
Rapporteur:
Maria Grapini (S&D) PR - PE753.468v01-00
e Presentation by the Commission, represented by Ville Itdld, OLAF Director-
General

The following spoke: Monika Hohlmeier, Ville Itdld (Director, OLAF), Maria Grapini,
Caterina Chinnici, Mikulas Peksa, Joachim Kuhs, Petri Sarvamaa, Andrey Novakov.

12 October 2023, 16.00 — 16.30

10.  Protection of the European Union’s financial interests - combating fraud - annual
report 2022
CONT/9/11739
2023/2045(INT)

Rapporteur:

Maria Grapini (S&D) PR — PE753.468v01-00
Responsible:

CONT

e (Consideration of draft report

The meeting adjourned at 16.25 and resumed at 16.37.

12 October 2023, 16.30 - 17.30

11. Study on ""Transparency and accountability of EU funding for NGOs active in
EU policy areas within EU territory''
CONT/9/13319

e Presentation by Policy Department D

The following spoke: Monika Hohlmeier, Roderick Ackermann (External author, Blomeyer
& Sanz), Michael Hammer (External author, ROCsalt consultants), Nicolas Clisson
(European Commission, DG BUDGET), Markus Pieper, Joachim Kuhs, Petri Sarvamaa.

12.  Any other business

13.  Next meetings

* 25 -26 October 2023
* 6-7 November 2023

The meeting ended at 17.59.
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Results of roll-call votes

Contents
3. Vote on the partial renewal of Members of the Court of Auditors — DK nominee......... 6
4. Vote on the partial renewal of Members of the Court of Auditors — ES nominee.......... 7
5. Vote on the partial renewal of Members of the Court of Auditors — IE nominee........... 8
Key:
+ : in favour
- : against
0 : abstentions
PV\1289407EN.docx 5/25 PE754.788v02-00

EN



EN

3. Vote on the partial renewal of Members of the Court of Auditors — DK nominee

Date adopted 12.10.2023

Result of final vote +: 22
— 1
0: 0

Members present for the final vote

Matteo Adinolfi, Gilles Boyer, Olivier Chastel, Caterina Chinnici,
Carlos Coelho, Beatrice Covassi, Luke Ming Flanagan, Isabel Garcia
Muiioz, Monika Hohlmeier, Joachim Kuhs, Alin Mituta, Markus Pieper,
Sandor Ronai, Angelika Winzig

Substitutes present for the final vote

Eider Gardiazabal Rubial, Jeroen Lenaers, Marian-Jean Marinescu,
Mikulas Peksa, Elzbieta Rafalska

Substitutes under Rule 209(7) present
for the final vote

Herbert Dorfmann, Andrzej Halicki, Alicia Homs Ginel, Marcos Ros
Sempere

PE754.788v02-00
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4. Vote on the partial renewal of Members of the Court of Auditors — ES nominee

Date adopted 12.10.2023
Result of final vote +: 16
6: 6
Members present for the final vote Matteo Adinolfi, Gilles Boyer, Olivier Chastel, Caterina Chinnici,

Carlos Coelho, Beatrice Covassi, Luke Ming Flanagan, Isabel Garcia
Muiioz, Monika Hohlmeier, Joachim Kuhs, Alin Mituta, Markus Pieper,
Sandor Ronai, Angelika Winzig

Substitutes present for the final vote Eider Gardiazabal Rubial, Jeroen Lenaers, Marian-Jean Marinescu,
Mikulas Peksa, Elzbieta Rafalska

Substitutes under Rule 209(7) present Herbert Dorfmann, Andrzej Halicki, Alicia Homs Ginel, Marcos Ros
for the final vote Sempere
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5. Vote on the partial renewal of Members of the Court of Auditors — IE nominee

Date adopted 12.10.2023

Result of final vote +: 22
— 1
0: 0

Members present for the final vote

Matteo Adinolfi, Gilles Boyer, Olivier Chastel, Caterina Chinnici,
Carlos Coelho, Beatrice Covassi, Luke Ming Flanagan, Isabel Garcia
Muiioz, Monika Hohlmeier, Joachim Kuhs, Alin Mituta, Markus Pieper,
Sandor Ronai, Angelika Winzig

Substitutes present for the final vote

Eider Gardiazabal Rubial, Jeroen Lenaers, Marian-Jean Marinescu,
Mikulas Peksa, Elzbieta Rafalska

Substitutes under Rule 209(7) present
for the final vote

Herbert Dorfmann, Andrzej Halicki, Alicia Homs Ginel, Marcos Ros
Sempere
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MPUCHCTBEH JIMCT/LISTA DE ASISTENCIA/PREZENCNI LISTINA/DELTAGERLISTE/
ANWESENHEITSLISTE/KOHALOLIJATE NIMEKIRI/KATAXTAZH TAPONTQN/RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/
LISTE DE PRESENCE/POPIS NAZOCNIH/ELENCO DI PRESENZA/APMEKLEJUMU REGISTRS/DALYVIU SARASAS/
JELENLETI iV/REGISTRU TA' ATTENDENZA/PRESENTIELIJST/LISTA OBECNOSCI/LISTA DE PRESENCAS/
LISTA DE PREZENTA/PREZENCNA LISTINA/SEZNAM NAVZOCIH/LASNAOLOLISTA/NARVAROLISTA

Bropo/Mesa/Piedsednictvo/Formandskabet/Vorstand/Juhatus/TIpoedpeio/Bureau/Predsjednistvo/Ufficio di presidenza/Prezidijs/
Biuras/Elnokség/Prezydium/Birou/Predsednictvo/Predsedstvo/Puheenjohtajisto/Presidiet (*)

Monika Hohlmeier (P), Isabel Garcia Mufioz (1% VP), Gilles Boyer (3 VP), Caterina Chinnici (4" VP)

Unenose/Diputados/Poslanci/Medlemmer/Mitglieder/Parlamendiliikmed/Bovievtég/Members/Députés/Zastupnici/Deputati/Deputati/
Nariai/Képviselok/Membri/Leden/Postowie/Deputados/Deputati/Jasenet/Ledamoter

Matteo Adinolfi, Olivier Chastel, Carlos Coelho, Beatrice Covassi, Luke Ming Flanagan, Joachim Kuhs, Alin Mituta, Markus Pieper,
Sandor Ronai, Petri Sarvamaa, Angelika Winzig

3amectauim/Suplentes/Nahradnici/Stedfortreedere/Stellvertreter/ Asendusliikmed/Avarinpotéc/Substitutes/Suppléants/Zamjenici/
Supplenti/Aizstaj&ji/Pavaduojantysnariai/Pottagok/Sostituti/Plaatsvervangers/Zastgpcy/Membros suplentes/Supleanti/Nahradnici/
Namestniki/Varajisenet/Suppleanter

Eider Gardiazabal Rubial, Maria Grapini, Jeroen Lenaers, Marian-Jean Marinescu, Andrey Novakov, Mikula§ Peksa,Elzbieta Rafalska

209 (7)

Herbert Dorfmann, Andrzej Halicki, Alicia Homs Ginel, Marcos Ros Sempere

216 3)

56 (8) (Touka ot gueBHus pea/Punto del orden del dia/Bod potadu jednani (OJ)/Punkt pa dagsordenen/Tagesordnungspunkt/
Péevakorra punkt/Enpeio tng nuepnotag didragng/Agenda item/Point OJ/Tocka dnevnog reda/Punto all'ordine del giorno/Darba kartibas
punkts/Darbotvarkes punktas/Napirendi pont/Punt Agenda/Agendapunt/Punkt porzadku dziennego/Ponto OD/Punct de pe ordinea

de zi/Bod programu schodze/Tocka UL/Esityslistan kohta/Punkt pa foredragningslistan)
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Ha6ronarenn/Observadores/Pozorovatelé/Observaterer/Beobachter/Vaatlejad/ITapotnpntéc/Observers/Observateurs/Promatraci/
Osservatori/Noverotaji/Stebetojai/Megfigyelok/Osservaturi/ Waarnemers/Obserwatorzy/Observadores/Observatori/Pozorovatelia/
Opazovalci/Tarkkailijat/Observatorer

Ilo nokana Ha npencenatens/Por invitacion del presidente/Na pozvani predsedy/Efter indbydelse fra formanden/Auf Einladung des
Vorsitzenden/Esimehe kutsel/Me tpdckinon tov IIpoédpov/At the invitation of the Chair/Sur I’invitation du président/ Na poziv
predsjednika/Su invito del presidente/Péc priekssédetaja uzaicinajuma/Pirmininkui pakvietus/Az elnok meghivasara/ Fuq stedina
ta¢-'Chairman'/Op uitnodiging van de voorzitter/Na zaproszenie Przewodniczacego/A convite do Presidente/La invitatia presedintelui/
Na pozvanie predsedu/Na povabilo predsednika/Puheenjohtajan kutsusta/Pa ordférandens inbjudan

Alejandro Blanco Fernandez, Bettina Jakobsen, Tony Murphy, Roderick Ackermann (Blomeyer & Sanz), Michael Hammer (ROCsalt
consultants)

Cnaet/Consejo/Rada/Radet/Rat/Noukogu/Zvpfovio/Council/Conseil/Vijece/Consiglio/Padome/Taryba/Tanacs/Kunsill/Raad/
Conselho/Consiliu/Svet/Neuvosto/Radet (*)

Komucus/Comision/Komise/Kommissionen/Kommission/Komisjon/Emtpomnti/Commission/Komisija/Commissione/Bizottsag/
Kummissjoni/Commissie/Komisja/Comissdo/Comisie/Komisia/Komissio/Kommissionen (*)

Ilze Juhansone (Secretary-General), Korneel De Schamp (DG HOME), Nicolas Clisson (DG BUDG), Matei Nitu (DG BUDG), Mikolaj
Solik (DG BUDG), Jean Subtil (DG BUDG)

Jpyru uactutymu u opranu/Otras instituciones y organismos/Ostatni organy a instituce/Andre institutioner og organer/Andere
Organe und Einrichtungen/Muud institutsioonid ja organid/Aowrd Oeopicd dpyava kot opyaviopoi/Other institutions and bodies/Autres
institutions et organes/Druge institucije i tijela/Altre istituzioni e altri organi/Citas iestades un strukttiras/Kitos institucijos ir jstaigos/
Mas intézmények ¢és szervek/Istituzzjonijiet u korpi ohra/Andere instellingen en organen/Inne instytucje i organy/Outras instituigdes

e outros orgaos/Alte institutii si organe/Iné institiicie a organy/Muut toimielimet ja elimet/Andra institutioner och organ

ECA Laima Andrikiené

OLAF Ville Itéla

Jpyru yaactaunu/Otros participantes/Ostatni ucastnici/Endvidere deltog/Andere Teilnehmer/Muud osalejad/Eniong mapdvreg/Other
participants/Autres participants/Drugi sudionici/Altri partecipanti/Citi klatesoSie/Kiti dalyviai/Mas résztvevOk/Partecipanti ohra/Andere
aanwezigen/Inni uczestnicy/Outros participantes/Alfi participanti/Ini u€astnici/Drugi udelezenci/Muut osallistujat/Ovriga deltagare
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Cexperapuar Ha nonutadeckute rpymu/Secretaria de los Grupos politicos/Sekretariat politickych skupin/Gruppernes sekretariat/
Sekretariat der Fraktionen/Fraktsioonide sekretariaat/T pappateio tov [ToAtikdv Opddwv/Secretariats of political groups/Secrétariat
des groupes politiques/TajniStva klubova zastupnika/Segreteria gruppi politici/Politisko grupu sekretariats/Frakcijy sekretoriai/
Képviseléesoportok titkarsaga/Segretarjat gruppi politici/Fractiesecretariaten/Sekretariat Grup Politycznych/Secretariado dos grupos
politicos/Secretariate grupuri politice/Sekretariat politickych skupin/Sekretariat politi¢nih skupin/Poliittisten ryhmien sihteeristot/
De politiska gruppernas sekretariat

PPE Horia Alexandru Cercel

S&D Jaime Daniel de Frutos Gonzélez, Diana Popova
Renew Stephanie Antoine-Jacquemard, Strom Bjorn
Verts/ALE

ECR Marta Agnieszka Lipke

ID

The Left

NI

Kabunrer Ha npencenarenst/Gabinete del Presidente/Kancelat predsedy/Formandens Kabinet/Kabinett des Préasidenten/Presidendi
kantselei/T pageio Tov [Ipoédpov/President's Office/Cabinet du Président/Ured predsjednika/Gabinetto del Presidente/Priek§sédéetaja
kabinets/Pirmininko kabinetas/Elnoki hivatal/Kabinett tal-President/Kabinet van de Voorzitter/Gabinet Przewodniczacego/Gabinete do
Presidente/Cabinet Presedinte/Kancelaria predsedu/Urad predsednika/Puhemiehen kabinetti/Talmannens kansli

Kabunet Ha renepamans cekperap/Gabinete del Secretario General/Kancelar generalniho tajemnika/Generalsekretaerens Kabinet/
Kabinett des Generalsekretirs/Peasekretiri biiroo/I"pageio Tov I'evikod I'poppatéo/Secretary-General's Office/Cabinet du secrétaire
général/Ured glavnog tajnika/Gabinetto del Segretario generale/Generalsekretara kabinets/Generalinio sekretoriaus kabinetas/
Fétitkéri hivatal/Kabinett tas-Segretarju Generali/Kabinet van de secretaris-generaal/Gabinet Sekretarza Generalnego/Gabinete do
Secretario-Geral/Cabinet Secretar General/Kancelaria generalneho tajomnika/Urad generalnega sekretarja/Péadsihteerin kabinetti/
Generalsekreterarens kansli

I'enepanna nupekuus/Direccion General/Generalni feditelstvi/Generaldirektorat/Generaldirektion/Peadirektoraat/I'evikn Aevbvvon/
Directorate-General/Direction générale/Glavna uprava/Direzione generale/Generaldirektorats/Generalinis direktoratas/F6igazgatosag/
Direttorat Generali/Directoraten-generaal/Dyrekcja Generalna/Direcgio-Geral/Directii Generale/Generélne riaditel'stvo/Generalni
direktorat/Padosasto/Generaldirektorat

DG PRES
DG IPOL
DG EXPO
DG EPRS
DG COMM
DG PART
DG PERS
DG INLO
DG TRAD
DG LINC
DG FINS
DG ITEC
DG SAFE
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Ipasna ciyx6a/Servicio Juridico/Pravni sluzba/Juridisk Tjeneste/Juristischer Dienst/Oigusteenistus/Nopuki Yanpeoio/Legal Service/
Service juridique/Pravna sluzba/Servizio giuridico/Juridiskais dienests/Teisés tarnyba/Jogi szolgélat/Servizz legali/Juridische Dienst/
Wydziat prawny/Servigo Juridico/Serviciu Juridic/Pravny servis/Oikeudellinen yksikkd/Rattstjansten

Cexperapuat Ha komucusita/Secretaria de la comision/Sekretariat vyboru/Udvalgssekretariatet/ Ausschusssekretariat/Komisjoni
sekretariaat/I"pappoteio Tg emrpomig/Committee secretariat/Secrétariat de la commission/Tajnistvo odbora/Segreteria della
commissione/Komitejas sekretariats/Komiteto sekretoriatas/A bizottsag titkarsaga/Segretarjat tal-kumitat/Commissiesecretariaat/
Sekretariat komisji/Secretariado da comissao/Secretariat comisie/Sekretariat odbora/Valiokunnan sihteeristd/Utskottssekretariatet

Evelyn Waldherr, Anca Balcanu, Kaare Barslev, Caterina Benincasa, Christelle Courtade, Cristina Degueldre, Evelyna Gisbrecht,
Benoit Lefort, Ana Maria Nogueira, Paulus Johannes Stander, Jasna Toskova

Corpynnuk/Asistente/Asistent/Assistent/ Assistenz/Bon00¢/Assistant/ Assistente/Paligs/Padéjéjas/Asszisztens/Asystent/Pomocnik/
Avustaja/Assistenter

Anna Aresu

* (P) = Ilpencenaten/Presidente/Piedseda/Formand/Vorsitzender/Esimees/ITpoedpoc/Chair/Président/Predsjednik/PriekSsedetajs/

Pirmininkas/Elnok/'Chairman'/Voorzitter/Przewodniczacy/Presedinte/Predseda/Predsednik/Puheenjohtaja/Ordforande

(VP) = 3amectauk-npencenaren/Vicepresidente/Mistopiedseda/Neestformand/Stellvertretender Vorsitzender/Aseesimees/Avtipdedpog/
Vice-Chair/Potpredsjednik/Vice-Président/Potpredsjednik/Priek$sédétaja vietnieks/Pirmininko pavaduotojas/Alelnok/ Vici
'Chairman'/Ondervoorzitter/ Wiceprzewodniczacy/Vice-Presidente/Vicepresedinte/Podpredseda/Podpredsednik/
Varapuheenjohtaja/Vice ordforande

(M) = Unen/Miembro/Clen/Medlem/Mitglied/Parlamendiliige/BovAgvti/Member/Membre/Clan/Membro/Deputats/Narys/Képvisel6/
Membru/Lid/Cztonek/Membro/Membru/Clen/Poslanec/Jisen/Ledamot

(F) = JnexroctHo nune/Funcionario/Ukednik/Tjenestemand/Beamter/ Ametnik/Y maAAniog/Official/Fonctionnaire/Duznosnik/
Funzionario/lerédnis/Pareigiinas/ Tisztvisel/Ufficjal/ Ambtenaar/Urzednik/Funcionario/Functionar/Uradnik/Uradnik/Virkamies/
Tjansteman
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ISSUEN°12-12 OCTOBER 2023

NEWSLETTER

COMMITTEE MEETING

THURSDAY 12 OCTOBER 2023
09:00 - 13:00 and 15:00 - 17:30

BRUSSELS, SPINELLI 1G3

1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

2. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chair draws attention to the following points:

Interpretation was requested in the following languages:
DE EN FRIT DA EL ES PT HU PL RO HR (09:00-13-00)
DE EN FRIT EL ES PT HU PL RO HR (15:00-17:30)

Webstreaming
The meeting will be webstreamed and can be followed live via the CONT webpage.
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming?lv=COMMITTEES&df=2022-04-20
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming?d=2023-10-12&lv=COMMITTEES&view=day

EN

Thursday 12 Octoberr 2023, 09:00 - 09:45

3. PARTIAL RENEWAL OF MEMBERS OF THE COURT OF AUDITORS - DK NOMINEE
CONT/9/13188 2023/0807(NLE)

Hearing of Bettina Jakobsen, candidate nominated by Denmark

Adoption of draft report

Rapporteur: Victor Negrescu
(S&D) PR -
PE753.654v01-00

Administrator: Kaare Barslev

Shadow Raporteurs: Carlos Coelho (EPP), Olivier Chastel (Renew),

The Members of the European Court of Auditors are appointed for a term of
six years. In accordance with Article 286(2) of the TFEU the Council, after
consulting the European Parliament, shall adopt the list of Members drawn
up in accordance with the proposals made by each Member State.

e

Appointments to the ECA are submitted to
Parliament's plenary on the basis of a report from CONT. The report takes into
account the requirement of Article 286(1) of the TFEU: "The Members of the
Court of Auditors shall be chosen from among persons who belong or have
belonged in their respective States to external audit bodies or who are especially
qualified for this office. Their independence must be beyond doubt.", as well as
other considerations.

In Parliament, the procedure is defined in Rule 129 of the Rules of Procedure
(RoP). According to Rule 129 (1), "candidates nominated as Members of the Court
of Auditors shall be invited to make a statement before the committee responsible
and to answer questions put by members. The committee shall vote on each
nomination separately by secret ballot."

In preparation for the hearing, the candidate has been asked to answer a questionnaire prepared by CONT.

The hearing is structured as follows:

e Opening of the hearing by the Chair;

e The candidate will give an opening statement (maximum of 6 minutes);

e The CONT Rapporteur and shadow-rapporteurs will put questions to the candidate using the ping-pong
system;

e  Other members will question the candidate (catch-the-eye if time permits);

e Concluding remarks by the Chair.

After the hearing, the committee will hold an evaluation of the candidate, if required, and then proceed to vote
on the appointment.

According to Rule 129 (1) RoP, the committee shall vote by secret ballot. Members shall indicate whether they
give a favourable opinion, a negative opinion or abstain.
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2023/0807(NLE)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/88882/VICTOR_NEGRESCU/home

The format of reports on candidates for membership of the Court of Auditors is defined in Parliament’s
resolution of 4 February 2014, which implies that amendments cannot be tabled for this report.

The draft report will be finalised, according to the outcome of the evaluation and the vote in committee. The
candidate's CV and the answers to the questionnaire are annexed to the report.

The report for plenary will state that Parliament delivers either a favourable or a negative opinion on the
appointment of the candidate. The vote in Plenary is planned for November 1. The draft report is available on
the CONT website.

CONT Timetable
Event Body Date
Vote CONT 12 October 2023
Vote Plenary November 12023

Thursday 12 Octoberr 2023, 09:45 - 10:45

4. PARTIAL RENEWAL OF MEMBERS OF THE COURT OF AUDITORS - ES NOMINEE
CONT/9/13189 2023/0806(NLE)

Hearing of Alejandro Blanco Ferndndez, candidate nominated by Spain

Adoption of draft report

Rapporteur: Gilles Boyer (Renew)
PR - PE753.626v01-00

Administrator: Kaare Barslev

Shadow Raporteur: Carlos Coelho (EPP)

For the procedure please see agenda item no 3. Please note that since this is a
new candidate 1 hour has been allocated for the hearing and the candidate has
been given 8 minutes for his introductory remarks.
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Thursday 12 Octoberr 2023, 10:45 - 11:20

5. PARTIAL RENEWAL OF MEMBERS OF THE COURT OF AUDITORS - IE NOMINEE
CONT/9/13190 2023/0808(NLE)

Hearing of Tony Murphy, candidate nominated by Ireland
Adoption of draft report

Rapporteur: Monika Hohlmeier (EPP)
PR - PE753.669v01-00

Administrator: Kaare Barslev

Shadow Raporteur: Olivier Chastel (Renew)

For the procedure please see agenda item no 3.

Thursday 12 Octoberr 2023, 11:20 - 11:30
*** Voting time ***

6. VOTE ON THE PARTIAL RENEWAL OF MEMBERS OF THE COURT OF AUDITORS - DK,
ES AND IE NOMINEES

*** End of voting time ***

*¥*
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Thursday 12 Octoberr 2023, 11:30 - 13:00

7. 2022 DISCHARGE: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - COMMISSION

Hearing with the Secretary-General of the European Commission, llze Juhansone in the
presence of ECA reporting member Laima Andrikiené

CONT/9/12735 2023/2129(DEC)
Rapporteur: |sabel Garcia Mufioz (S&D)

Administrator: Hans Stander, Benoit Lefort

Shadow Rapporteurs: Monika Hohlmeier (EPP), Olivier Chastel (Renew),
Viola Von Cramon-Taubadel (Greens), Joachim Kuhs (ID), Ryszard
Czarnecki (ECR), Luke Ming Flanagan (The Left)

Opinions: AFET, DEVE, INTA, BUDG, ECON, EMPL, ENVI, ITRE, IMCO, TRAN,
REGI, AGRI, PECH, CULT, JURI, LIBE, AFCO, FEMM

Under the authority of the President, the Secretariat-General serves the
College of Commissioners and oversees the implementation of the
European Commission's political priorities.

To this end, the Secretariat-General steers and coordinates the work of the Commission services across all
policy areas to ensure the consistency, quality and timely delivery of policy, legislation and operations. It
does this from the early stages of policy development, through the internal decision-making process, to
interinstitutional negotiations to agree the policy, to putting the policy into practice.

The Secretariat-General is at the heart of the Commission’s corporate governance
structure, chairing and organising meetings of the Corporate Management Board. It
supports the Executive Vice-Presidents and Vice-Presidents in their coordination
tasks, including through the management of groups of Commissioners and project
teams. The Secretariat-General also coordinates and steers the relations between the
Commission and the other European institutions, national Parliaments, and
international and non-governmental organisations.

The discharge hearing will be based on information provided in public documents,
such as:

e the Court of Auditors' 2022 Annual Report,
e the Commission's Integrated Financial and Reporting package, and
e the 2022 Annual Activity Report of the Secretariat General of the Commission.

In accordance with the timetable for the discharge procedure, the written questions for this meeting were
sent to the Commission on 27 September 2023. The Commission’s answers are expected on 10 October 2023
and will be forwarded to the CONT Members by the CONT secretariat.

It is proposed that the hearing with the Commission Secretary General Juhansone proceeds as follows:

e Introduction by the reporting Member of the European Court of Auditors, Laima Andrikiené, who will
present the findings of the respective chapters of the Annual Report 2022

e The Commission Secretary-General, Ms Juhansone will reply to this introduction;

e CONT Rapporteur and shadow rapporteurs will put questions to the Secretary-General and the ECA
followed by answers (the ping-pong system);

e  Other Members will question the Secretary-General and/or the ECA;

e Closing remarks by the ECA Member and the CONT Rapporteur.
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CONT Timetable

Event

Body

Date

Deadline for Opinion giving Committees

AFET, AGRI, CULT, DEVE, EMPL, ENVI,
FEMM, LIBE, REGI, TRAN

25 January 2024

Consideration in Committee CONT 1 February 2024
Deadline for Amendments CONT 8 February 2024, 12:00
Vote in Committee CONT 7 March 2024

Vote Plenary April 11 2024

Thursday 12 October 2023, 15:00 - 15:30

8. COMBATING CORRUPTION, REPLACING COUNCIL FRAMEWORK DECISION
2003/568/JHA AND THE CONVENTION ON THE FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION
INVOLVING OFFICIALS OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES OR OFFICIALS OF MEMBER
STATES OF THE EUROPEAN UNION AND AMENDING DIRECTIVE (EU) 2017/1371 OF
THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL

CONT/9/11969 2023/0135(COD)

Consideration of draft Opinion

Deadline for tabling amendments: 17 October 2023, 14:00

(Renew)

Responsible:

Rapporteur:

Rapporteur for the opinion:

Administrators:

Caterina Chinnici (EPP)
PA - PE753.561v01-00

Ana Maria Nogueira
LIBE

Ramona Strugariu
PR - PE753.573v01-00

Shadow Rapporteurs : Isabel Garcia Munoz (S&D), Gilles Boyer (Renew),
Luke Ming Flanagan (The Left)

The fight against corruption is essential for the protection of the financial

interests of the Union and for the increasing of citizens’ confidence in the EU institutions.

On 3 May 2023, the Commission presented a Joint Communication to the European Parliament, the Council

and the European Economic and Social Committee on the fight against corruption.

The set of measures presented include new and strengthened rules criminalising corruption offences and
harmonising penalties across the EU, as well as a proposal from the High Representative, supported by the
Commission, to establish a dedicated Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) sanctions regime to target
serious acts of corruption worldwide. These new measures place a strong focus on prevention and creating a
culture of integrity, in which corruption is not tolerated and at the same time, strengthen enforcement tools.

The CONT Committee decided to give an opinion under Rule 57 of the Rules of Procedure to the Committee
on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs responsible for the report.

Tackling corruption is politically complex, but the CONT Rapporteur strongly believes that progress is
possible when appropriate reforms can be sustained, starting with preventive measures, because, while
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corruption can be prosecuted after the fact, the first and foremost step should be prevention. Corruption can
be minimised if institutions are transparent, public scrutiny is high, and the law and administrative processes
demand accountability from public officials for their actions.

Finally yet importantly, corruption requires government ownership of reforms, public support, political
commitment, international cooperation, and a joint effort with civil society and the private sector.
CONT Timetable

Event Body Date

Consideration of draft Opinion CONT 12 October 2023

DDL for amendments CONT 17 October 2023, 14:00
Vote CONT 6-7 November 2023

Thursday 12 October 2023, 15:30 - 16:00

9. PROTECTION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION’S FINANCIAL INTERESTS - COMBATING
FRAUD - ANNUAL REPORT 2022

CONT/9/11739

Presentation by the Commission, represented by Ville Itdld, OLAF Director-General

Rapporteur: Maria Grapini (S&D)
PR-

PE753.468v01-00
Administrator : Diego Rasetti

The European Commission has adopted its 2022 Annual Report on the
protection of the EU’s financial interests (known as the PIF Report) on 27
July 2023, much time in advance compared to previous years, allowing the
Parliament to take it into consideration as a topical contribution to the
budget discharge.

The PIF Report is, in fact, the fundamental
document reporting on the state of play of
the fight against misconducts and
malpractices affecting the financial interests of the Union. It follows the
provision of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (Art 325),
according to which the Commission is required to produce an annual report,
addressed to European Parliament and Council, detailing the measures taken
at European and national level to counter fraud affecting the EU budget. In
this regard, the PIF Report is the main term of reference for the INI Report on
the Protection of the Union’s Financial Interest, which is also presented today
by the Rapporteur MEP Maria Grapini.

F ]

The EU and Member States share responsibility for protecting the EU’s financial interests and fighting fraud.
Indeed, Member State authorities manage more than 85 percent of EU expenditure and collect the EU’s
traditional own resources. The Commission oversees both of these areas, sets standards and verifies
compliance.

For this reason, the PIF Report is mainly based on information provided by the Member States, including
data on detected irregularities and fraud. The analysis of this information allows assessing which areas are
most at risk, thereby to better target action at both EU and national level.

However, in its most recent resolutions, the Parliament has asked the Commission to embrace an holistic
approach, and to provide information and analyses which encompasses all the components of the Anti-
Fraud Architecture, hence including the actions carried out by OLAF, EPPO, Europol and Eurojust, the
implementation of the Rule of Law and, at national level, the transposition of the main directives on the
protection of the financial interests, anti money-laundering and counter terrorism-financing and
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whistleblowers and on the adoption and implementation of the National Anti Fraud Strategies and the role
of the Anti Fraud Coordination Services (AFCOS), both to be established in each Member State.

The PIF Report 2022 offers indications that the previous calls by the European Parliament are increasingly
followed-up.

The PIF Report, presented today by OLAF Director-General, includes some information on the cooperation
amongst components of the Anti-Fraud Architecture and provides data and analyses on the cases of fraud
and irregularities reported by the competent EU and national authorities. According to it, their total number
(12 455) slightly increased in 2022 compared to 2021, but the irregular amounts related to these cases
decreased to EUR 1.77 billion (from EUR 3.24 in 2021). The trends appear in line with the progress in the
implementation of the EU’s spending programmes, and the six working documents accompanying the PIF
Report provide additional and detailed information on the several topics addressed in the report itself.

Thursday 12 October 2023, 16:00 - 16:30

10. PROTECTION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION’S FINANCIAL INTERESTS - COMBATING
FRAUD - ANNUAL REPORT 2022

CONT/9/11739 2023/2045(INI)
Consideration of draft report

Deadline for tabling amendments: 17 October 2023, 14:00

Rapporteur: Maria Grapini (S&D)
PR -

PE753.468v01-00
Administrator : Diego Rasetti
Shadow Rapporteurs: Eleni Stavrou (EPP), Daniel Freund (Greens)

The CONT Committee has requested to draw up an own-initiative report on
the protection of the EU’s financial interests in 2022. The main subject of
this INI Report is the Annual Report 2022 on the Protection of the Union'’s
Financial Interests (known as PIF Report), addressed every year by the
Commission to the Parliament and the Council and detailing the measures
taken at European and national level to counter fraud affecting the EU
budget.

However, the Parliament’s approach in recent years has been to widen the scope of its analyses and
resolution, encompassing as much as possible all the components of the Anti-Fraud Architecture, whose
establishment has remarkably progressed with the starting of the operational activities of the EPPO and the
increasing consideration given to the Rule of Law.

This year, therefore, the Rapporteur has taken into account the overall actions carried out at EU level by
OLAF, Europol, the EPPO and the Commission itself, via financial corrections, remedial measures,
implementation of the conditionality regulation and its strategies against organised crime and corruption.
The draft refers to the provisions in the Financial Regulation recast strenghtening the protection of the
budget, the proposals on the Early Detection and Exclusion System (EDES), on ARACHNE and in general on
the interoperability of the data-mining and risk-scoring anti-fraud tools.

In the same way, great attention is paid to the actions carried out at national level, by the Member states, by
the transposition of the relevant Directives on money laundering (AML/CTF Directive) and Whistleblowers
Directive, the Directives on the Protection of Financial Interests and on Asset Recovery and Confiscation, by
the adoption of the National Anti-Fraud Strategies and the use of the -still not fully exploited- potential of
the Anti-Fraud Coordination Services, to be established in each Member state.

For the first time the draft of the PIF INI Report includes a specific section devoted to NextGenerationEU and
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to the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) whose implementation is reaching its peak. The deployment of
an unprecedented amount of resources has brought a corresponding increase of the risk of fraud and it
requires dedicated efforts, for mitigating actions while enhancing the expenditure’s efficiency.

In the draft presented today the Rapporteur emphasises the importance of digitalisation and of the timely
and comprehensive exchange of information amongst the components of the Anti-Fraud Architecture. Their
cooperation and coordination and the support to their actions, in terms of resources available and
regulatory framework, is also underlined.

Finally, as in previous resolutions, the draft also includes a specific section on the external dimension of the
protection of the EU's financial interests, focused on pre-accession assistance and on the deployment of
funds under the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument — Global Europe
(NDICI-Global Europe) for assistance in non-EU countries and on the resources allocated for Europe’s
response to the war in Ukraine.

CONT Timetable
Event Body Date
Consideration of draft report CONT 12 October 2023
Deadline for amendments CONT 17 October 2023, 14:00
Adoption of report in committee CONT 7 November 2023
Adoption of report Plenary December 2023

11. STUDY ON "TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY OF EU FUNDING FOR NGOs
ACTIVE IN EU PoLICY AREAS WITHIN EU TERRITORY"

Presentation of the study by Policy Department D
Administrator : Ana Maria Nogueira

Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) have become essential actors in the social field, particularly in the
fight against poverty and social exclusion. They engage in regular dialogue with public authorities with a
view to ensuring better implementation of EU initiatives and policies in the EU countries.

In the EU, NGOs receive EU grants directly from the EC and EU executive agencies under direct management,
and from intermediate bodies, such as Member State agencies under indirect management.

Analysis of Financial Transparency System (FTS) data from 2020 to 2022 shows that the EC and EU executive
agencies awarded grants to NGOs amounting to approximately EUR 17.5 billion under direct management
across all EU budget programmes and funds included in the FTS. This accounted for approximately 4.6% of
all EU budget commitments included in the FTS during this period.

The study reviews transparency rules, guidance, systems and practices in EU NGO grant funding, and to what
extent these ensure public transparency. The study also provides an overview of NGO management and
decision-making culture, and good practice approaches to NGO regulation. The study makes
recommendations to improve public transparency and NGO regulation at EU level, and at the same time
improve dialogue between EU institutions and NGOs.

12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
13. NEXT MEETINGS

e 25-26 October 2023
e 06-07 November 2023
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PAPERLESS PROGRAMME (INTERNAL USERS ONLY)
Access CONT committee meeting documents on eMeeting or any CONT committee information on
eCommittee

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Contact the CONT Secretariat or visit the website of the CONT committee
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NEWS FROM POLICY DEPARTMENT - BUDGETARY AFFAIRS
RECENT PUBLICATIONS
Publications Cataloque 2019 - 2023

CONT

Study “Transparency and accountability of EU funding for NGOs active in EU policy areas
within EU territory”

At a Glance “‘Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors: Slovakia”

At a Glance “The use of contract agents in decentralised EU agencies”

Briefing “Sponsorships of EU Presidencies: stocktaking and perspectives”

Briefing “The Role of Investigative Journalism to Uncover Fraud and Corruption in Europe”
Study “The use of contract agents in decentralised EU agencies”

At a Glance “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors: Hungary”
Briefing “Preventing EU funds from ending up with individuals or companies tied to the EU-
Russia sanctions list”

At a Glance “‘Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors: Slovakia”
Briefing “Cohesion policy investments and Next Generation EU recovery fund: state of play
of the monitoring and controls”

Briefing “Rule of law-related ‘super milestones’ in the recovery and resilience plans of
Hungary and Poland”

Briefing “Financial support for the treatment and accompanying of Ukrainian refugees”

At a Glance “The European Commission's Use of Consultants in Preparing Legislation”
Study “The European Commission’s use of consultants in preparing legislation”

Briefing “C and P transfers in the EP’s budget in 2021 — in the wake of the COVID-19 crisis”
At a Glance “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors: Estonia”
Briefing “Gender equality in the college of the European Court of Auditors (October 2022)”
Briefing “Instruments and Tools at EU Level and Developed at Member State Level to
Prevent and Tackle Fraud - ARACHNE”

At a Glance “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors: Lithuania”
Briefing “Tracking the EU Commissioners’ commitments - Von der Leyen Commission, 2019
- 2024: Johannes Hahn”

Workshop Proceedings “‘EU customs control mechanisms and their possible improvement”
Briefing “Technical support provided to EU Member States”

BUDG

Briefing “Ukraine: Financing of reconstruction and the role of the EU budget"
Briefing “Budgetary aspects of EU defence policy”
In-Depth Analysis “Recovery and Resilience Dialogue with the European Commission*

Briefing “EU Financial assistance to Africa and Latin America 2021-2027”

Briefing “Human and Financial Resources in Decentralised EU Agencies”

In-Depth Analysis “The rising cost of European Union borrowing and what to do about it”

Briefing “Statistical own resources: Examples of the gender pay gap and food waste”

At a Glance “The tools for protecting the EU budget from breaches of the rule of law: the
Conditionality Requlation in context”

Briefing “Financial impact of the war in Ukraine: current and future challenges for the EU
budget”
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Study “The tools for protecting the EU budget from breaches of the rule of law the
Conditionality Regulation in context”

Briefing “EU external action and crisis response: is the EU budget fit for purpose?”
Workshop Proceedings “The Role of the EU budget in International Climate Finance”
Study “Social tracking methodology for the EU budget”

Briefing “The Role of the EU Budget in International Climate Finance”

Briefing “Research for REGI, CONT and BUDG Committees - Cohesion Policy Calendar
(2021-2027 and 2014-2020 Programming Periods)”

Workshop Proceedings “The EU borrowing strategy for NGEU: design, challenges and
opportunities”

FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS

BUDG

Briefing “Follow-up questions to the WS on "EU borrowing costs: drivers and dynamics - A
comparative perspective”

Study “The impact of inflation on the financing of EU policies”

Study “Options for a stronger and more agile EU budget”

CONT
Study “The future of digitalisation of budgetary control”
Study “Due diligence in EU institutions procurement rules and practices”

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

CONT

Workshop “Preventing EU funds from reaching sanctioned individuals or companies”
(6 November 2023)

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs - poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department Webpage: https://poldepnet.in.ep.europa.eu/home/budgetary-
affairs/presentation-of-poldep-d.html
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INFO NOTE

Expertise: New Framework Call for Tenders

The current framework contract for expertise in the field of EU budget, serving both BUDG and CONT, will
expire in April 2024.

In order to ensure business continuity for both the outgoing and new committees, the Policy Department for
Budgetary Affairs has launched a new procedure, again covering both BUDG and CONT areas of interest.
Deadline for submissions is 20 November 2023. These new framework contracts should then start in July
2024 and run for 5 years, covering the entire 10th parliamentary term.

In accordance with the Financial Regulation, the contract notice has been published electronically, and all
relevant documents are available online:

https://etendering.ted.europa.eu/cft/cft-display.html?cftld=14562

Disclaimer

The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Budgetary Control Committee of the European
Parliament and are provided for general information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are
the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European
Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations.
The Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites.
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