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3-002-0000

PRESIDENZA: ROBERTA METSOLA
President

1. Ftuh tas-seduta

3-004-0000

(The sitting opened at 9.01)

2. Russia’s escalation of its war of aggression against Ukraine

(debate)

3-006-0000
President. — The next item is the debate on the Council and Commission statements on Russia’s
escalation of its war of aggression against Ukraine (2022/2851(RSP)).

Dear colleagues, today’s key debate is on Russia’s escalation of its war of aggression against
Ukraine.
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On 30 September, after Russia staged a series of sham referenda, it illegally annexed the occupied
territories of Ukraine in what is a blatant violation of Ukraine’s sovereignty, territorial integrity
and international law.

On behalf of the European Parliament, as we open this debate, let me reiterate: Donetsk, Kherson,
Luhansk and Zaporizhzhia, just like Crimea, are — and will remain — part of independent and
sovereign Ukraine.

No sham referenda can ever change this.

3-007-0000
Josep Borrell Fontelles, vicepresidente de la Comisién / alto representante de la Unién para Asuntos
Exteriores y Politica de Seguridad, en nombre del Consejo. — Sefiora presidenta del Parlamento, sefiora
presidenta de la Comision, seflor vicepresidente, seflorias, intervengo en este Pleno representando
al Consejo de la Union Europea, para explicarles que desde que, conjuntamente, el alto
representante y la Comisién presentamos un nuevo paquete de sanciones sectoriales y sanciones
personales, el Coreper y nuestros embajadores han estado trabajando intensamente ayer por la
noche —siguen esta mafana también—, y espero que antes de que acabe este Pleno podamos
tener un acuerdo del Consejo por el que se apruebe la propuesta conjunta que ha presentado la
Comision y que, sin duda, la presidenta detallard.

Quiero agradecerle a la sefiora presidenta de la Comision y a todos mis colegas el esfuerzo y el
liderazgo que han mostrado para seguir preparando, proponiendo, debatiendo propuestas de
sanciones sectoriales, junto con las personales. De esta manera se limita todavia mas la capacidad
de exportacion de Rusia y se limitan todavia mas las importaciones que puede recibir para seguir
manteniendo viva su industria, especialmente en su dimensioén tecnoldgica y alimentar, asi, la
guerra.

Estd claro que nos estamos liberando de la dependencia energética de Rusia. En agosto del afio
pasado importamos doce mil millones de metros ctbicos. Este aflo importamos en agosto solo
cuatro, una division por tres. En realidad, las importaciones de Rusia han caido en las treinta y seis
semanas de este afo en cincuenta y cuatro mil millones de metros ctibicos.

Es algo extraordinario que nos va a conducir a liberarnos de la dependencia energética de Rusia,
que era un gran condicionante de nuestra politica exterior hacia Rusia y, en consecuencia, de
nuestra politica exterior, que incluia a Ucrania. En realidad, no hemos tenido una politica exterior
con respecto a Ucrania, porque era subsidiaria de nuestra politica con respecto a Rusia y esta era, a
su vez, subsidiaria de nuestra dependencia energética —y estaba condicionada por ella—. Ahora si
tendremos una politica clara con respecto a Ucrania, que estd dominada por la voluntad y el deseo
de que Ucrania sea miembro de la Unién Europea. Una politica con un objetivo claro, que serd
posible porque ya no adoleceremos de esta dependencia de Rusia.

La guerra continda y las noticias del campo de batalla son buenas para Ucrania. Ucrania estd
retomando la ofensiva. La guerra ha entrado en una nueva fase; una fase sin duda peligrosa,
porque estamos ante un escenario temible ante el que no tenemos que cerrar los ojos. Es el
escenario de una guerra convencional que envuelve a una potencia nuclear. Una potencia nuclear
que en este momento estd retrocediendo en el escenario convencional y que amenaza con utilizar
el arma nuclear. Es un escenario ciertamente preocupante en el que tenemos que demostrar que
nuestro apoyo a Ucrania no flaquea.

Ucrania estd avanzando en tres frentes: en el Dombds, después de haber tomado Lyman, en el
centro sur, al sur de Zaporiyia, avanzando hacia Maritpol, y finalmente en Jersén. Rusia sigue
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teniendo la superioridad numérica y la superioridad armamentistica. Y por eso, las fuerzas
ucranianas estan desarrollando una tactica de combate extraordinariamente 4gil, utilizando una
inteligencia muy potente, rodeando las plazas fuertes rusas, creando bolsas que acaban siendo
destruidas por la propia retirada del ejército ruso. Asi, limitan sus pérdidas y avanzan en el terreno
de una forma que nadie habia podido prever.

La situacion del ejército ruso es muy mala, entre otras cosas porque los soldados rusos no saben
para qué es esta guerra. Y los trescientos mil que serdn sacados de sus casas para ser llevados al
frente lo van a entender menos todavia. Por lo tanto, la guerra se puede ganar en el campo de
batalla, pero hay que ganarla sobre todo en el campo de las ideas. Porque, ademads de la guerra en
si, hay otra guerra: la guerra por la supremacia de los valores.

Rusia estd desarrollando una intensa campafia en el mundo para explicar que las consecuencias de
esta guerra no derivan de la guerra, sino de las sanciones que hemos aplicado contra Rusia. Esa
batalla hay que librarla en la discusién con nuestros colegas en todo el mundo para continuar
aislando a Rusia —recientemente ha vuelto a ocurrir, un organismo internacional de gran
importancia, la Organizacién de Aviacion Civil Internacional—. Y esa batalla hay que librarla de
forma continuada y permanente, porque hay mucho sentimiento en el mundo acerca de las causas
de esta guerra y, sobre todo, de sus consecuencias. Y las consecuencias para muchos paises
ciertamente son malas en términos de precios, de energia y de alimentos.

Tenemos que comprometernos mucho con el resto del mundo para ayudarles a superar las
consecuencias de esta guerra. Tenemos que hacer un gran esfuerzo diplomatico de explicacién
para que el mundo entienda el porqué de esta guerra y como puede acabar. La guerra no puede
acabar por cansancio del mundo occidental, que es lo que espera Putin.

Putin cree que las democracias son débiles, que los sistemas de opinién puablica no soportaran un
invierno frio. Estd esperando la llegada del «general Invierno», que siempre ha salvado en tltima
instancia al ejército ruso. Estd esperando que el frio, que los cortes en el suministro de gas, que los
altos precios y las bajas temperaturas minen nuestra voluntad de seguir apoyando a Ucrania. Y
este es el lugar para pedir a los europeos que entiendan lo que estd en juego. Porque nuestro apoyo
a Ucrania no es solamente una cuestion de generosidad. Nuestro apoyo a Ucrania tiene que ser
indefectible, porque la seguridad de Ucrania estd intrinsecamente ligada con la nuestra. Lo que alli
se decide es también nuestro futuro.

(Aplausos)

Si, sefloras y seflores diputados, lo que alli se decide es también nuestro futuro. Por eso es tan
importante conseguir que, como hemos hecho otros en Europa renunciando a nuestras viejas
ambiciones imperiales Rusia también renuncie a ellas. Esta guerra solo puede acabar de una
manera que asegure la paz. Y para que asegure la paz, hace falta que Ucrania recupere su
integridad territorial y su plena soberania; que Rusia asuma sus responsabilidades politicas y
morales en la guerra y pague por la reconstruccion; y que se exijan responsabilidades por los
crimenes humanos que alli se han producido.

Este, y no otro, tiene que ser nuestro objetivo. Y es la razén de las sanciones, y de la ayuda militar y
de la accion diplomatica. En esos tres frentes tenemos que seguir trabajando sin desfallecer; no es
el momento de dudar. La sociedad europea tiene que ser capaz de continuar esta lucha, apoyando
a Ucrania con los procedimientos de que disponemos.
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Hoy la presidenta de la Comision presentard en detalle las sanciones que el Consejo va a aprobar.
Pero, por encima de las sanciones concretas, lo que es realmente importante es que los europeos
entiendan que, si hay un precio que pagar, ese precio merece la pena, porque si no pagamos este
acabaremos pagando uno mucho mayor. Es una batalla por la libertad de los ucranianos y la
nuestra; el esfuerzo que tengamos que hacer serd inscrito en las paginas de la historia como un
momento en que la Unioén Europea, unida, fue capaz de resistir la agresién de un modo de vida y
de organizacion politica radicalmente distinto y contrapuesto al nuestro.

(Aplausos)

3-008-0000
Ursula von der Leyen, President of the Commission. — Madam President, dear Roberta, Minister,
HR/VP, dear Josep, honourable Members, it’s just four weeks ago that we met here in the
Hemicycle for the State of the Union. But in those four weeks, the Kremlin has escalated its
aggression to a new level.

Putin has launched Russia’s first mobilisation since World War II, treating hundreds of thousands
of young Russians as cannon fodder. He uses sham referenda in an illegal attempt to change
international borders by force. And since many months, he is using energy as a weapon.

Now, of course, we feel that the Russian war causes economic and social hardship and it places a
heavy burden on our citizens and on the economy in our single market. We see in particular the
rising energy prices and gas and electricity prices that are leading to reduced purchasing power,
and they are leading to a loss of competitiveness for our business in the international market. But
our resilience in all these difficult times is remarkable. And what we have to do is work steadily on
our resilience, mainly on the field of energy. And that’s where I want to focus today.

If you look at the course of the last seven months together with our Member States, we have
already taken important steps. We have diminished our gas consumption by around 10%. That’s
good. It’s not enough. We have to do more, but it’s a big step forward.

[ want to give you two figures where the Russian supplies of gas are concerned. At the beginning
of the war, if you look at all the imports of gas, the Russian share was 41%. Within seven months
we have gone down to 7.5%. That's good. And we have compensated this decrease in Russian
supplies by a massive increase by our trusted suppliers, for example, the United States, for
example, Norway. Let’s look at gas storage. This is almost at 90% by now. This is 15% higher than
on the same day last year.

Three weeks ago in this Hemicycle, I announced that we will skim the exceptional profits that
electricity producing companies have these days to make them available for Member States to
support vulnerable citizens and businesses. Now, last week already we have enshrined that in law,
EU law. We achieved that in lightning speed and I really want to thank the Czech Presidency for
this outstanding deliverable in really a very, very short time. And yesterday the Council reached
agreement on REPowerEU.

So, we will have key instruments in place to make it through the winter — that's storage and saving
— to jointly purchase gas. This is our platform to get rid of the grip the Russians have on us
through their fossil fuels, these are our agreements with other friends. To redistribute the windfall
profits to support those in need and to invest in the future of a sustainable energy supply, and that
is REPowerEU.
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The measures we have put in place provide us with a first buffer of protection. And, thanks to
these, we can and we will now step up to the next level. I will lay out a road map in a letter to
leaders in view of our meeting in Prague in two days this week. And I want to discuss with you
first-hand the key components of this letter. Of course, it’s all about energy prices.

So, we will step up our negotiations with trusted partners, for example, with Norway, to dampen
the price we pay for gas imports. The talks have already started. I think as a European Union, we
have a considerable market power and many of our suppliers want to conclude deals with us
which are beneficial for both sides.

So I really think it is necessary that we come to an agreed corridor of prices to stop this crazy
peaks we have partially in the import of gas prices. We will strengthen our energy platform. And
let me be very clear: it is in our collective interest.

After the winter, we will have to refill the gas storages and if we then see that we have again a
scenario where Member States are outbidding each other on the global market and thus raising the
prices here in the European Union, this is not sustainable. So we have to have a joint procurement
of all Member States. This is much better than the way we have it.

My next point is on gas prices. As you know, we use gas in three different domains: for industry,
for heating and for the production of electricity. Let me start with the electricity. Our market for
electricity is built in a way that high gas prices are driving electricity prices. We have now to limit
this inflationary impact of gas on electricity, and everywhere in Europe. This is why we are ready
to discuss a cap on the price of gas that is used to generate electricity. This cap would also be a first
step on the way to a structural reform and overall reform of our electricity market.

But I think we also have to have a look at gas prices beyond the electricity market. So, where
industry is concerned, where heating is also concerned, the general approach of gas, and here we
will work together with Member States to reduce gas prices and to limit volatility, and thus to limit
the impact of price manipulation by Russia. Because if you look at the fever curve of gas and gas
prices, the whole gas price, you can see the manipulation that Russia has on the gas prices, and
this has to stop.

We have already offered this mechanism in March. At that time, we have said that it can give an
important signal that the EU will not pay any price for gas any more. We have qualified such a
price cap as having an immediate impact on price levels, but that it entails drawbacks in terms of
security of supply. This is still true today. So it’s a fine line to walk. It’s not trivial to do that. But the
situation since March has critically evolved since then.

And today, compared to March, more Member States are open for it and we are better prepared.
Such a cap on gas prices must be designed properly to ensure security of supply. And it is a
temporary solution to cater for the fact that the TTF, that is our main price benchmark, is no
longer representative for our market. This TTF benchmark reflects or mirrors a lot pipeline gas.

But in the last seven months, because we wanted to get rid of the dependency on Russian gas, we
have increased a lot the LNG market and this LNG market is not properly reflected in the TTF. So,
introducing a cap on gas overall is a temporary solution until we will have a new EU price index
developed that ensures a better functioning of the market. And the Commission has already
started to work on this.
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Honourable Members, these are far-reaching measures and I wholeheartedly agree with you when
you say in the resolution you will vote on today that exceptional times require exceptional
measures where the Union needs to act as jointly and as united as ever.

In pursuing our action, two things remain paramount: that is action in unity and action in
solidarity. If I look at our single market, we really need to protect the fundamentals of our
economy and, in particular, our single market. The single market is the strength of our European
Union, and this is where the wealth of the European Union comes from.

Without a common European solution we risk fragmentation. If every Member State goes on its
own, we have fragmentation we don’t want, and we have to do something against it. And,
therefore, it is so paramount that we preserve a level playing field within the European Union and
our single market. Every Member State is benefiting from it. As I said, the wealth comes from our
single market.

Now, what does that mean? With REPowerEU we have developed a crucial instrument to
accelerate the transition in the energy independence. That's what we’re working on since seven
months and REPowerEU will allow, it’s the governance structure, it will allow the investment in
infrastructure, for example, pipelines, for example, interconnectors, for example, renewables.

But it also allows — and that’s important — to support businesses or households to invest in energy
efficiency, for example, insulating houses or installing heat pumps or installing new technology
for the companies, the businesses that have to do the transition.

Now, here’s my proposal: I think we should further boost REPowerEU with additional funding,
common European funding. This way, all European states can accelerate the necessary investment,
all European Member States. We modernise our infrastructure, the energy infrastructure. We
preserve the level playing field and we secure our European competitiveness on the global market.
So we have to do this investment. We have to do this funding together as Europeans, jointly, with
a common solution.

And, honourable Members, allow me to speak about another pressing issue which we have to
address today. The acts of sabotage against Nord Stream pipelines have shown how vulnerable our
energy infrastructure is. For the first time in recent history, it has become a target. Pipelines and
underwater cables connect European citizens and companies to the world. They are the lifeline of
data and energy. It is in the interests of all Europeans to better protect this critical infrastructure.

And for this, I will present a five-point plan. First, we must be better prepared. We have very
recently agreed new legislation — that’s good — which will strengthen the resilience of critical EU
entities. The responsible Parliament committee will be voting on it next week. That’s good too. So
we are absolutely on time and I think we can, and we should, already now be working on this
basis.

Second, we need to stress-test our infrastructure. We don’t have to wait till something happens,
but we need to make sure that we are prepared and therefore we need those stress tests. We need
to identify whether we have weak points and where these weak points are. And of course, we have
to prepare our reaction to sudden disruption.

What are we doing then? Are all the information chains in place? Is everybody informed? Does
this emergency scenario really work then in our single market? We will work with Member States
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to ensure effective stress tests in the energy sector. And this then should be followed by other
high-risk sectors, such as the offshore digital and the electricity infrastructure.

My third point, we will increase our capacity to respond through our civil protection mechanism
well known to you in the European Union. With this, we can support Member States in addressing
the disruption of critical infrastructure, for example, with fuel, with generators, with necessary
shelter capacity.

My fourth point, we will make best use of our satellite surveillance capacity. We have these
satellites in place. We have the capacity to do the surveillance to detect potential threats. So, this is
also a matter of prevention and awareness. And finally, we will strengthen our cooperation with
NATO and with key partners like the United States on this critical issue.

Honourable Members, this war has entered in a new phase. The Ukrainian army keeps reporting
impressive successes in its fight against the aggressor. We all saw the images of deeply relieved
people welcoming Ukrainian soldiers. And I could see with my own eyes when [ was three weeks
ago in Kyiv that life has come back to Kyiv. Of course, it is the bravery of the Ukrainian people that
made it possible.

But I think Europe’s contribution also has made a huge difference. And now it’s the time to keep
track to help the Ukrainians to face down the invader. A strong and steadfast Europe, that will be
the only way to stop Putin. This is the moment to stay the course and to signal again to our
Ukrainian friends, we stay by your side as long as it takes.

Thank you and long live Europe.

(applause)

3-009-0000

Manfred Weber, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Madam President, Madam President of the
Commission, High Representative, Minister, dear colleagues, more than 220 days have passed
since Putin started his invasion in Ukraine on 24 February — more than 220 days of tremendous
suffering, bloodshed and destruction of Ukraine, people and the whole country. By the end of last
month, we have seen 13 million people fleeing Ukraine, crossing the borders to neighbouring
countries. Six thousand Ukrainians have died. Three hundred and seventy-nine children have lost
their lives in the Russian war.

Putin is a war criminal and, like all war criminals, he doesn’t stop. But not weapons or money are
winning a war — people, the will of people, the determination of people, and most of all of free
people defending their freedom, are winning a war. As Europeans, we can only admire what the
Ukraine troops are doing every day in Lyman, in Kherson. Congratulations to President Zelensky
and the Ukraine troops — you're great.

Obviously, even among the autocrats of this world, Russia is losing ground. We saw this in
Samarkand, where even the Prime Minister of India, Modi, said publicly it’s not the right moment
to go to war. Fake referenda in occupied Ukraine territories, mobilising now 300 000 Russian
reservists and threatening to use nuclear weapons. This is obviously a signal of weakness. So the
Ukrainians are doing their job. And Europe?

First of all, the upcoming winter is a big test for us and we have to win it. First of all, we have to be
strong against the populists inside the European Union. Just look at Marine Le Pen. In the
presidential election race this year, she proposed to seek an alliance with Russia without fear of US
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sanctions. Back in 2014, the Front National found no better supporter than Russian banks to
finance its campaign. Anyone, dear friends, who loves his country would never ask for money
from Putin. That is what Le Pen is doing.

Dear colleagues, in Spain, just after the start of the war, Podemos stated that the heart of the
Ukraine conflict lies in the NATO policy of enlargement towards Eastern Europe — unbelievable
lies! Or in Slovakia, the former president and party leader Robert Fico from the SMER Party
described the war as a conflict between the United States and Russia. He called the strengthening
of NATO forces in Slovakia by German soldiers ‘the welcoming of the Wehrmacht in our country’.
That is the wording of leaders in Europe of today. And these populists, dear friends, have only one
idea. They have the idea to weaken Europe and we have to stand up to defend Europe.

Now, more than ever, it is time to show that we are standing together, and the EPP will never
accept to rewrite the history. Our EPP parties in Finland and Sweden, for example, fought always,
argued always, for NATO membership. Only recently, the Socialists changed their mind and also
supported the NATO membership of Sweden and Finland. NATO defends freedom and peace and
security in Europe and Putin wants to destroy our Europe. That’s why, again, we have to show
unity.

At the same time, Putin’s threats must not determine our actions. That's why we have to support
our Ukrainian friends more than ever before. Now, more than ever before, it’s time for European
leadership. Without weapons from the West, Putin would have won long ago already. Ukraine
urgently needs more weapons, including tanks — and dare I ask France and Germany to lead
Europe and to present a proposal to deliver all the tanks? We support another action, a package of
sanctions and financial assistance to Ukraine. If we want this war to end, we need actions but not
any more excuses. Europe needs leadership. Now, more than ever before, it’s time for this winter
of solidarity.

On Friday, the European Council must find a common understanding on energy solidarity, and
Madam Commission President we fully support your initiatives in this field. A continuation of
uncertainty costs each and every European currency. Uncertainty is driving speculation on the
market. So we need a binding solidarity mechanism. We need common procurement, and we
need a price cap as proposed by the Commission, and we need this now, this clarity.

Let me also add that on Thursday we have this first meeting of the political union. President
Erdogan will be there, and let me also underline that we should not forget next to the Ukraine war
that we have other challenges in our neighbourhood. I think that someone who is not practising
our solidarity with Ukraine in the same way, who is not implementing the same sanctions in a way
like we do as Europeans, cannot have candidate status for the European Union, cannot be a
reliable partner for us. That's why I hope that we also have a clear wording towards President
Erdogan that he has to show his European commitment.

With Putin escalating the war, it is now, even more, time to firmly stand by Ukraine. We as the EPP
always did so, and we always will do so — now more than ever before. Without a free Ukraine,
there will be not a fully free Europe.

3-010-0000
Iratxe Garcia Pérez, en nombre del Grupo S&D. — Sefiora presidenta, seflora presidenta Von der
Leyen, sefior alto representante, sefior ministro, en los tltimos dias el mundo ha vuelto a vivir un
nuevo episodio de acciones temerarias e insensatas de Putin: la movilizacién militar rusa, los falsos
referendos de anexion y una peligrosa retdrica sobre el uso de armas nucleares. Pero, ademds, por
primera vez, serios y preocupantes acontecimientos han ocurrido fuera de territorio ucraniano:
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me refiero al sabotaje de infraestructuras de energia en el Béltico. El mundo esta siguiendo con
temor y con preocupacion esta escalada. También, la pasada semana, un convoy civil fue atacado
por las fuerzas rusas cerca de Zaporiyia con victimas mortales y heridos.

Sefiorfas, mds alld de la puesta en escena diaria de Putin, esta es la realidad de su maquinaria de
guerra. Esta es una guerra ilegal y cruel contra la inocente poblacién de Ucrania. Civiles que
pierden sus vidas, civiles desplazados, civiles que han dejado sus casas huyendo de la atrocidad.

La anexién de la semana pasada de Putin es ilegitima y una violacién clara de la Carta de las
Naciones Unidas. Cambiar las fronteras de Ucrania por la fuerza y anexionar territorios que ni tan
siquiera controla es pura propaganda. Estas acciones proyectan lo que Putin es: un hombre
desesperado, cuyo liderazgo y autoridad estd cada dia mds en duda.

Ante esta peligrosa escalada, debemos apoyar mds a Ucrania y a su ciudadania. Debemos reforzar
nuestro apoyo para contener las acciones ilegales de Rusia y debemos aumentar la presién con
sanciones adicionales para acabar con esta guerra. ;Saben también para qué? Para acabar llevando
a Putin a donde le toca: al Tribunal de Justicia de La Haya.

Por eso debemos mantener la unidad en nuestra respuesta. Por eso hay que aislar lo maximo
posible a aquellos lideres europeos que flirtean con Putin. Porque los hay, claro que los hay. Mi
familia politica estd muy preocupada. Sabemos de la posicion aislada de Orban sobre las sanciones
a Rusia. Pero intentar tejer alianzas con Meloni realmente es un problema que nos puede llevar a
todos a una deriva preocupante. Conocemos el convenio de colaboracion entre la Liga de Salvini y
Putin y nos preocupan las alarmantes declaraciones de Berlusconi cuando afirma que Putin
intent6 reemplazar a Zelenski «por gente buena y decente». Eso ha dicho el sefior Berlusconi. jEsto
es lo que hay que esperar del nuevo Gobierno italiano? ;Qué van a hacer al respecto nuestros
colegas del Partido Popular Europeo? Porque Putin va a continuar con sus intenciones de
dividirnos, y a mds amenazas necesitamos mas unidad en nuestra accion politica.

Seflor Weber, necesitamos responsabilidad politica en estos momentos y entender que la
verdadera alianza debe de ser con quienes defendemos los valores europeos. Yo entiendo que, en
estos momentos, en esta situacion, le cueste entender la realidad. Pero sinceramente, fuera de aqui
hay muchisima gente preocupada por lo que estd ocurriendo y, por delante de las tacticas
electorales de alguno lo que debemos es estar en la senda de quienes defendemos el proyecto
europeo.

Hay quienes no nos hemos movido desde el principio. Aqui seguimos: defendiendo Europa,
defendiendo los valores europeos. Le tiendo la mano para que vuelva a ese camino.

3-011-0000
Petras AustreviCius, on behalf of the Renew Group. — Madam President, President of the
Commission, High Representative, ministers, dear colleagues, it’s probably time to end our empty
insignificant disagreements and to focus on real things, on things which shape the present world
and our future.

Putin, who claims to be the ruler of the world, wanted to conquer Ukraine and enslave its people
in three days. Not only has this failed, but it has turned into a continuation of the atrocious crimes
against humanity and the shameful defeats incurred by the Russian aggressor. Realising his
impotence in the face of a heroic Ukraine, its resistance and nationwide mobilisation, Putin has
resorted to the tool of annexation of temporarily occupied Ukrainian territories in order to create
a situation of permanent war. It is as a state of terrorism acts in today’s politics, and that is what I
call the Russian State, which supports and implements a policy of terrorism.
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The civilized world must respond to Russia’s colonial war aggression with even stronger sanctions
and increased support for Ukraine. Russian policy also demonstrates a turning point from
adherence to the international law-based order. To the outside world, it became opportunistic and
unpredictable and, domestically, it resulted in a deep moral and social degradation of the Russian
state. It is high time to realise that our trade, Western trade, and our economic relations with the
Russian aggressor is not an option. It must discontinue.

In these extraordinary circumstances, Ukraine needs security guarantees now, not in the distant
future. Now is the time for Ukraine when its fate is being decided and the well-being of the
Ukrainian people is at stake. It is a time when European security is being challenged and to be
decided for next decades. NATO membership for Ukraine is the solution and we need to reap its
benefits now as soon as possible through additional formats of cooperation and partnerships.
Long live Europe and Slava Ukraini!

3-012-0000
Sergey Lagodinsky, im Namen der Verts/ ALE-Fraktion. — Frau Prasidentin! Wir haben lange genug
blumige Solidarititsbekundungen fiur die Ukrainerinnen und Ukrainer iibermittelt. Die
iberhasteten Pseudoreferenden in den besetzten ukrainischen Gebieten und die Mobilisierung der
russischen Bevolkerung, die Putin nie wollte, zeigen: Putin versteht nicht die blumige Sprache der
Reden, sondern die entschlossene Sprache der Taten. Nicht Worte, Finanzhilfen, nicht Bedauern,
Tribunale, nicht die unkonventionellen Trauerbekundungen an die ukrainische Bevolkerung,
sondern die konventionellen Waffen, die die Ukrainerinnen und Ukrainer brauchen. Daher werde
ich hier keine grofSen Reden schwingen. Das haben die anderen schon getan.

Vielleicht ein paar Punkte aus der Entschliefung, die wir beschlossen haben. Erstens, und das
Wichtigste: Die Einverleibung der besetzten Gebiete dndert vielleicht etwas fiir Nordkorea, aber
fur uns, fir die internationale Gemeinschaft, dndert das nichts und gar nichts. Die besetzten
Gebiete bleiben die besetzten Gebiete, der Befreiungskrieg bleibt ein Befreiungskrieg, und die
Ukraine bleibt Ukraine in den Grenzen, wie sie ihr zustehen, das heifit, einschlieflich der dstlichen
Grenzen in den Gebieten von Saporischschja, von Donezk, von Luhansk, von Cherson und bis zur
siidlichen Spitze der Krim. Das ist die Realitdt, und die bleibt so!

Zweitens die personellen Sanktionen, die miissen ausgeweitet werden. Und da appelliere ich an die
Mitgliedstaaten und die Kommission: Setzen Sie die Amtstrager und Amtstragerinnen von der
Duma bis iiber Regionalparlamente und die Bezirksparlamente von Russland auf die Liste. Alle,
die den Duma-Parteien angehoren, das sind diejenigen, die den Krieg tragen, das sind diejenigen,
die den Krieg und Putin mit unterstiitzen. Die miissen auf die Liste.

Drittens: Die Sicherheit unserer Infrastruktur ist kein Spiel. Es kann nicht sein, dass wir bis zu
100 % unserer Daten, die weltweit unterwegs sind, durch ein paar Schiffe tiberwachen. Es kann
nicht sein, dass wir das als Unternehmensverantwortung auf die Unternehmen abwilzen. Wir sind
mitten in einem Angriff auf uns, der stattfindet. Und hier miissen wir vorbereitet sein.

Und schlieflich: Unsere Standhaftigkeit fiir die kommenden Monate wird tiber den Ausgang
dieser Konfrontation entscheiden. Ja, wir sind in einer Konfrontation. Wir lieen uns nicht durch
die Aggression entzweien, und wir sollen uns auch nicht durch die wirtschaftlichen Probleme
entzweien lassen. Das bedeutet: Manche Mitgliedstaaten gingen schon voran mit wirtschaftlichen
Subventionen. Wir brauchen aber eine Europiisierung dieser efforts. Wir brauchen eine
gemeinsame und eine griin orientierte Losung, die europdisch wire. Ja, die einzelnen Staaten
konnen vorangehen, aber wir miissen, wir miissen es europdisch erganzen. Nur dann gewinnen
wir diese Konfrontation.
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3-013-0000
Marco Zanni, a nome del gruppo ID. — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, mi spiace che, ancora
una volta, debba rubare tempo al mio intervento per rispondere a chi strumentalizza la politica in
un momento cosi delicato. Pero vorrei ricordare al gruppo socialista che non accettiamo lezioni di
moralita da chi strizza 'occhio in Europa e fuori ai peggiori regimi di estrema sinistra. Non
accettiamo lezioni di moralita sulla Russia da chi ancora ospita tra le sue fila il piti grande lobbista
della Russia, I'ex cancelliere Schroder. E non accettiamo lezioni da chi ancora in Europa chiude gli
occhi sulle violazioni di alcuni governi solo perché sono sostenuti da partiti socialisti. Accettate il
risultato democratico delle elezioni in Italia e toglietevi dalla testa che I'ltalia, anche con questo
governo, non sia protagonista della costruzione positiva in Europa e del supporto all'Ucraina.

Passando alle cose concrete, ai problemi di 0ggi, io ho ascoltato con attenzione gli interventi della
Presidente von der Leyen e dell’Alto rappresentante, ma siamo molto preoccupati. Sembra che la
lancetta della storia sia tornata indietro. In questi sei-sette mesi, a febbraio, purtroppo ci siamo
trovati di nuovo di fronte a una guerra dentro 'Europa che ci ha riportato a quello che ¢ accaduto
settant’anni fa, piti di settant’anni fa: un disastro della storia. E oggi, di fronte all’escalation, la
minaccia nucleare, la minaccia di una guerra fredda tra potenze nucleari, che speravamo di esserci
lasciata alle spalle, torna con forza a presentarsi. E I'Europa deve, anche in questo senso,
dimostrare unita, come ha fatto in questi mesi, per evitare che questa minaccia si concretizzi.

L’Alto rappresentante ha parlato del nuovo pacchetto di sanzioni e credo che su questo le
istituzioni europee, in questi mesi, avevano dimostrato l'unita, la leadership, il pragmatismo e il
realismo di cui c’¢ bisogno, e quindi dobbiamo far si che si continui ad avere un supporto
importante per queste misure.

Ma, come ho gia detto, Presidente, nei miei interventi precedenti, in parallelo oggi ¢ necessario che
I'Europa concretizzi misure di supporto a imprese e famiglie. Se vogliamo mantenere un supporto
forte, anche della nostra gente, al popolo ucraino nel combattere questa guerra, abbiamo bisogno
che il peso di queste misure non ricada sui cittadini.

lo purtroppo non condivido l'ottimismo che lei ha delineato sul fatto che passeremo un inverno
relativamente tranquillo, che abbiamo tutti gli strumenti per passare indenni questo inverno.
Purtroppo, la realta dei fatti ci appare diversa. Invitiamo davvero a concretizzare misure di
sostegno e faccio un appello. Sono felice di sentire che sul price cap probabilmente si andra avanti.
Sappiamo quanto ¢ difficile trovare un accordo, sappiamo che non sara facile imporre un price cap
alle importazioni dalla Russia, ma in questi mesi i cittadini si fanno una domanda. Come alleati
occidentali abbiamo dimostrato grande unita, abbiamo supportato la NATO, 'Unione europea ha
supportato la NATO nelle misure, ma non ci pare che gli alleati abbiano condiviso gli oneri di
queste misure. Sappiamo che I'Europa sta soffrendo, sappiamo che gli alleati ci hanno supportato
nellaumentare le forniture di gas, le forniture di energia all'Unione europea, pero ci aspettiamo
che da alleati con cui abbiamo condiviso un percorso forte arrivi anche un sostegno, un aiuto forte
all’Europa.

Oggi la Norvegia, gli Stati Uniti, il Canada, paesi tutti appartenenti alla NATO, guadagnano sei-
sette volte tanto con le forniture che mandano in Europa. Ecco, sarebbe bello che I'Unione
europea spinga questi alleati a considerare loro un price cap e a fornire, in questi mesi difficili, in
questi mesi critici, tutto il supporto necessario, anche riducendo magari un po’ i propri margini di
profitto, per far si che 'Europa possa continuare a sostenere fortemente I'approccio dell'Occidente
e della NATO verso 'Ucraina.
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3-014-0000
Anna Fotyga, on behalf of the ECR Group. - Madam President, High
Representative [ Vice-President, thanks to the fantastic resistance of the Ukrainian army and
people and facing humiliating defeat in his war waged against Ukraine, Vladimir Putin and the
Russian institutions committed a series of fatal mistakes, but he also renewed his nuclear threats
against the collective West, not only against Ukraine.

My appeal here from this chamber to the Western media and to individual politicians is to refrain
from playing Putin’s game, from repeating his threat of nuclear war. The proper action to be taken
within the collective West is to revise the nuclear deterrence schemes and make Putin and Russian
elites sure that any strike against Ukraine, Ukraine’s neighbours or any ally and EU Member State
as well is to be fatal for him and his country. There is no place in a contemporary world for this
kind of state terrorism.

3-015-0000
Martin Schirdewan, im Namen der Fraktion The Left. — Frau Prasidentin! Dieser Krieg muss so
schnell wie moglich beendet werden.

Russlands illegale Annexion von Teilen der Ukraine, die Teilmobilmachung und die Drohungen
beziiglich des Einsatzes von Atomwaffen haben zu einer massiven Eskalation des Konfliktes
beigetragen. Putin ziindelt und spielt mit dem Feuer, in dem viele weitere unschuldige Menschen
den Tod finden werden, wenn dieser verdammte Krieg nicht schnellstmoglich gestoppt wird.
Deshalb fordern wir ein Ende des russischen Angriffskrieges und den Riickzug der russischen
Truppen aus der Ukraine.

Und ja, gezielte Sanktionen gegen den Macht- und Militdrapparat sind richtig und zeigen
Wirkung. Aber, Frau von der Leyen, ich war vor Kurzem in Schwedt, habe dort die Menschen
getroffen, habe auf einer Kundgebung vor Hunderten von Leuten gesprochen, und die Menschen
in dieser Region haben Angst. Die Menschen in dieser Region sind frustriert, weil hier — in diesem
Haus und auch in Threm Haus — politische Entscheidungen gefallt wurden, die eben nicht die
Zukunft der industriellen Standorte, die nicht die Zukunft der Menschen in der Region bedacht
haben, sondern diese vor vollendete Tatsachen stellen und in existenzielle Note stiirzen.

Wer Zukunft will und wer Frieden will, der muss jetzt auch der Diplomatie das Wort reden. Wenn
man so hort, was heute hier wieder in diesem Haus — auch von der Kommission — gekommen ist
oder was Vertreter einzelner Regierungen, unter anderem aus Deutschland, so von sich geben,
dann frag ich mich, ob hier irgendjemand ernsthaft an Diplomatie und an Verhandlungen, also an
einer sofortigen Beendigung dieses Krieges iiberhaupt interessiert ist. Aufler weiteren
Waffenlieferungen, aufler weiteren Sanktionen fallt hier ja anscheinend niemandem etwas ein.

Auch der Papst hat vor wenigen Tagen die handelnden Politikerinnen und Politiker aufgefordert,
sich fiir Dialog zu engagieren, diesen Krieg zu beenden. Und auch europdische Politik steht in der
Pflicht, nicht weiter an der Eskalationsspirale zu drehen, sondern endlich mit starken
Friedensinitiativen dazu beizutragen, diesen elenden Krieg zu beenden.

Natiirlich gilt unsere Solidaritdt der Ukraine, und natiirlich gilt unsere Solidaritit der notleidenden
Bevolkerung. Und so schwer dieser Angriff, dieser russische Angriff, auf dem Land lastet, so
sollten doch trotzdem alle diplomatischen Kanile offengehalten werden.

Ja, Putin ist ein furchterlicher Kriegstreiber. Dafiir kann jedoch nicht die russische Bevolkerung in
Haft genommen werden. Unsere Solidaritdit muss auch denjenigen Russen gelten, die sich dem
Krieg entgegenstellen. Die Teilmobilmachung hat zu einer Massenflucht junger Russen gefiihrt,
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die jetzt teilweise vor verschlossenen EU-Grenzen stehen. Diesen Menschen, die sich aktiv gegen
den Krieg und fiir den Frieden einsetzen, darf die EU nicht in den Riicken fallen. Macht die
Grenzen fiir die Deserteure und Kriegsdienstverweigerer auf!

3-016-0000
Jérome Riviere (NI). - Madame la Présidente, chers collegues, il n’existe aucun doute sur l'origine
de la guerre en Ukraine. Si on peut épiloguer sur les causes profondes du conflit, c’est bien la
Russie, dirigée par Vladimir Poutine, qui a choisi d’envahir 'Ukraine, de déclencher en Europe un
conflit militaire.

Ce préalable important et nécessaire posé, il est indispensable pour ceux qui, dans cet hémicycle,
souhaitent une résolution a cette guerre, de reconnaitre la responsabilité des nations européennes,
de la France et de 'Allemagne en particulier, dans leur incapacité a faire respecter les accords de
Minsk et celle de I'Union européenne dans son alignement sans discernement sur les positions
excessives des Etats Unis.

Aujourd’hui, sur proposition de madame von der Leyen, des pays membres de 1'Union
européenne adoptent des trains de sanctions dont l'efficacité contre la Russie n’est pas démontrée,
mais qui servent a justifier des accords avec I'Azerbaidjan, a la liberté morale inacceptable au
regard des crimes odieux perpétrés contre I'’Arménie.

Assez de cette morale a double standard. Les citoyens en Europe souffrent. Notre objectif nest pas
de prendre parti dans ce conflit, mais d'amener Ukraine et Russie a un cessez-le-feu et a des
négociations de paix. Ceest le seul intérét des citoyens en Europe, citoyens auxquels vous devrez,
Madame, rendre des comptes de votre gestion calamiteuse de nos ressources énergétiques.

3-017-0000
Michael Gahler (PPE). — Frau Prisidentin, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! In diesem
systemischen Konflikt zwischen unseren friedliebenden Demokratien und einer kriegsliisternen
Diktatur haben wir in diesen letzten Wochen eine erneute Eskalation seitens des zutiefst
faschistischen Aggressors erlebt: Mobilmachung, insbesondere in Gebieten mit nationalen
Minderheiten, und eine Abstimmungsfarce, um den Eindruck zu erwecken, hier warte eine
ukrainische Bevolkerung nur darauf, heim ins Reich geholt zu werden. Da stirzt die
potemkinsche Fassade von Scheinlegitimitit fiir alle sichtbar ein.

Jetzt muss es darum gehen, die Ukraine winterfest zu machen — wirtschaftlich, humanitir, sozial
und vor allem bei der Verstetigung von Waffenlieferungen. Ja, leider ist es erforderlich. Das
amerikanische Lend-Lease Act wiirde ich mir in Europa wiinschen, zumindest in einzelnen
Mitgliedstaaten. Das wiirde Waffenlieferungen beschleunigen, weil es Einzelgenehmigungen
tiberfliissig macht.

Ich wiinsche mir, dass Deutschland und Frankreich endlich ihren Beitrag leisten, Europa iiber
diese Frage zu einen, indem man endlich einen vergleichbaren Beitrag bei Waffenlieferungen
leistet, wie ihn viele ostliche Mitgliedstaaten auch bereits leisten. Keine Alleinginge. Koordinierte
Lieferungen von Schiitzenpanzern und Leopard-Panzern als Beispiel, wie es unter anderem auch
der Vorsitzende des Auswartigen Ausschusses im Bundestag fordert.

Herr Bundeskanzler Scholz, tun Sie jetzt das Richtige. Nehmen Sie sich als Hamburger ein Beispiel
am Hamburger Helmut Schmidt. Der hat das Richtige getan und den NATO-Doppelbeschluss
gegen seine eigene Partei durchgesetzt. Das war richtig. Da hat er sich in der Geschichte auch
verdient gemacht. Haben Sie keine Angst vor Ihrer Partei. Genehmigen Sie die Waffenlieferungen
von Mardern und Leoparden. Die Geschichte wird Thnen Recht geben.
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3-018-0000
Pedro Marques (S&D). - Senhora Presidente, Senhor Alto Representante, Senhor
Vice-Presidente da Comissdo, Senhor Ministro, colegas, mais um més passou na guerra de
agressdo russa a Ucrdnia e, como disse a Presidente da Comissdo Europeia, este ndo foi um més
qualquer. Foi um més de heroica reconquista de territério pelas for¢as ucranianas, mas também de
uma anexagdo fantoche de territorios ucranianos pelo regime de Putin.

O simulacro de referendo é apenas revelador dos padrdes democraticos de Putin. Votar com uma
arma apontada ndo é um voto, é um assalto, ¢ uma agressdo a democracia. Ndo ha meio termo
nesta questdo, as anexagdes de territorios ucranianos sdo imorais e ilegais a luz do direito
internacional. Ninguém podera apoiar tal acdo.

A Ucrania tem o direito a defender-se, e nés, europeus, temos a obrigagdo moral de a apoiar. A
Histéria julgard severamente quem se pde ao lado de Putin, como muita extrema direita europeia,
procurando quebrar a unidade necessdria para lhe fazer frente, mas também julgard os que se
aliam a essa extrema direita por pura sede de poder.

Temos de ser claros na condenacdo e decisivos na acdo. E a agdo faz-se primeiro com o apoio aos
ucranianos — apoio politico, econdémico e militar —, mas faz-se também com mais san¢des que
fragilizam a economia russa e a sua maquina de guerra, parando em definitivo a compra de
energia, confiscando os bens dos oligarcas e colocando-os ao servi¢o da reconstru¢do da Ucrania.

E ndo esquecamos, faz-se também aqui na Europa, apoiando todos, mas mesmo todos, os
europeus que sofrem com as consequéncias desta guerra, reformando os mercados da eletricidade
e do gas para combater a especulacdo e baixar as contas ji, como este Parlamento votara,
reclamando a a¢do imediata das Institui¢des, e mantendo a coesdo entre os europeus no apoio a
Ucrania, numa resposta verdadeiramente europeia, unida e ndo deixando sofrer os que menos
podem. E, Presidente da Comissdo, Comissario, ndo s6 no RePowerEU, mas também no apoio as
familias europeias.

O que precisamos é mesmo de uma resposta soliddria europeia para que todos juntos
continuemos a apoiar os que travam esta guerra pela liberdade, esta guerra que ndo procurdmos,
mas que ajudaremos a vencer.

3-019-0000
Nathalie Loiseau (Renew). — Madame la Présidente, plus personne ne peut ignorer ce que veut le
président russe: il a choisi de faire souffrir le peuple ukrainien, de faire souffrir le peuple russe et de
nous étre hostile. Dorénavant, il est clair que le monde n’a rien a perdre et tout a gagner a une
défaite, en Ukraine, de la Russie.

Un Ukrainien me le disait hier: si la Russie perd, il n’y a plus de guerre. Si elle devait gagner, il n’y
aurait plus d’'Ukraine. Alors je le dis au peuple et a I'armée russes: cessez d’agresser 'Ukraine, vous
ne vous en porterez que mieux. L'Ukraine ne souhaite pas agresser la Russie. Volodymyr Zelensky
n’a jamais parlé de dénazifier le Kremlin. Vous n’avez rien a gagner et tout a perdre a cette guerre
inutile et meurtriére, aucune raison de mourir pour des simulacres de référendums.

Je le dis aux peuples européens: ce n'est pas le moment de flancher, ni dans notre soutien a
I'Ukraine — car il donne des résultats —, ni dans nos sanctions vis-a-vis de la Russie, car Vladimir
Poutine n’attend que cela. Les menaces nucléaires, les sabotages de gazoducs ne servent qu'a nous
intimider.
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Nous devons livrer a 'Ukraine plus d’armement, et plus vite, car c’est maintenant que cela se joue.
Si nous voulons écourter cette guerre, nous devons tenir. Avec notre soutien, avec notre
détermination, I'Ukraine doit gagner, elle peut gagner et elle va gagner.

Slava Ukraini!

3-020-0000
Jordi Solé (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, Putin’s regime has continually violated international
law since the very beginning of Russia’s latest aggression against Ukraine, but actually, since long
before that — remember Crimea?

The sham referendums that took place in four Ukrainian regions two weeks ago constitute yet
further mockery of international law and democratic principles. These so-called referendums,
which happen in military-occupied territories with a brutal war of aggression ongoing and with
forced displacements of population, were simply a pretext for the illegal and violent annexation of
Ukrainian territories. They were nothing but another of Putin’s failed attempts to feign legitimacy
for a criminal aggression. Make no mistake: this has got nothing to do with the democratic right to
self-determination, which is an honourable right that has to be upheld. These fake referendums
are not acts of self-determination. They are an act of external determination. The free will of the
people cannot be expressed at gunpoint. Borders should never be changed by the use of force.

We shall continue to stand firmly with the people of Ukraine, imposing more sanctions on those
who fuel and sustain the aggression and blatantly disregard basic principles of democracy and
international law.

3-021-0000
Nicolaus Fest (ID). — Frau Prisidentin, vielen Dank! Wir sehen rechtswidrige Annexionen, wir
sehen die Mobilmachung, wir horen die Drohung mit dem Einsatz von Atomwaffen.

Der Krieg Russlands gegen die Ukraine ist in eine neue Phase getreten. Wenn die EU weiterhin
ernst genommen werden will, muss sie hierauf eine Antwort finden. Und die muss mehr sein als
nutzlose Sanktionen, die vor allem die eigenen Lander schidigen.

Aber nicht nur der russisch-ukrainische Krieg bedroht uns. Auch ein beispielloser Akt der Piraterie
gegen die Versorgungsinfrastruktur, gegen Nord Stream 1 und 2, hat die Verletzlichkeit Europas
gezeigt. Seltsamerweise scheint das aber hier kein Thema zu sein. Alle nehmen es so
achselzuckend hin, als sei es egal, dass hier eine der wesentlichen Gasleitungen beschidigt wurde.

Wer war der Tater? Folgende Indizien stehen auf8er Frage. Erstens: US-Einheiten kreuzen derzeit in
der Ostsee. Zweitens: US-Militdrhubschrauber aus Danzig waren laut Satellitenaufnahmen kurz
vor dem Anschlag dort in der Luft, wo der Anschlag passierte. Der US-Prasident hatte
angekiindigt, dass er die Inbetriebnahme von Nord Stream 2 in jedem Fall verhindern werde. Nach
den Anschldgen verurteilte US-Auflenminister Blinken nicht etwa diese Akte der Piraterie, sondern
begriifSte sie als groffartige Gelegenheit, Fliissiggas an Europa zu verkaufen. Und der frithere
polnische Auflenminister Sikorski, Mitglied dieses Parlaments, dankte den Amerikanern o6ffentlich
in einem Tweet fiir die Anschldge.

Wer also konnen die Tater sein? Fiir die meisten Medien steht natiirlich fest: Es war Putin. Das sagt
allerdings nur viel iber den Journalismus, ebenso plausibel als Titer sind Nordkorea, Iran oder
Greta Thunberg.
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Die EU-Kommission sollte hier sehr, sehr genau hinschauen, und wir haben auch bereits einen
entsprechenden Antrag auf Aufklarung gestellt, und es wird interessant sein zu sehen, wer von
Thnen diesen Antrag unterstiitzt.

Dieser Angriff, das muss allen klar sein, hat nicht nur das Potenzial, die NATO zu zerreiflen,
sondern auch die EU.

3-022-0000
Witold Jan Waszczykowski (ECR). — Madam President, Commissioner, ‘we should have
listened to Poland’, Ursula von der Leyen mentioned in the State of the Union address. Poland was
warning you not only about the imperial aggressive plans of Russia, we were warning also that
your instrument to challenge the threats are inaccurate — the Strategic compass, European
autonomy — these are inaccurate to face the Russian threats.

Our recipe was to stick to NATO and transatlantic relations, and who is now helping Ukraine to
defend themselves and us Europeans? It’s the US, UK and Poland — the country sanctioning and
penalising. How will you face the challenge of further escalation?

Cooperation with NATO and US is a good direction. However, how we will have Ukraine back on
key terms? Will the EU release funds of EUR 3 billion out of nine promised? Will you force
European countries to send more weapons? Will you stop penalising Poland, which is helping
Ukraine the most in political, military and humanitarian way?

3-023-0000
Manu Pineda (The Left). — Sefiora presidenta, sefiora presidenta de la Comision, vicepresidente,
la intervencién del sefior Weber me obliga a cambiar el inicio de mi intervencién. Me parece que el
hecho de que el padrino del acuerdo de su partido en Italia con el partido heredero de Mussolini —
con el neofascismo italiano— hable aqui de autoritarismo es solamente una mala broma.

Centrandonos en el tema del debate, quiero comenzar condenando, una vez mds, la guerra —e
invasion— de Rusia contra Ucrania. En un momento en el que la amenaza del uso del armamento
nuclear es real, volvemos a insistir en que esta guerra tiene que parar, y nuestra mejor arma sigue
siendo la via diplomatica.

Pero no basta con declaraciones de intenciones, y, mucho menos, si vienen de quienes llevan aflos
y afios sembrando las condiciones para el enfrentamiento. El sefior Putin es el mdximo
responsable de esta guerra, pero no nos vendan que la OTAN trabaja por la paz, ya que su
crecimiento hacia el este durante tantos afios evidencia que desea un regreso al mundo bipolar, a
una nueva guerra fria. Todo siempre en detrimento del multilateralismo y la soberania de los
pueblos. Tampoco ayuda el autoritarismo del Gobierno ucraniano, que ha ilegalizado once
partidos de la oposicion y sigue persiguiendo a sindicatos y movimientos sociales del pais.

La Uni6én Europea ha tenido una oportunidad histérica para desarrollar una politica exterior
auténoma, pero decidié subordinarse de nuevo a los intereses de los Estados Unidos. La
ciudadania europea se encuentra en una situaciéon muy dificil. Son las clases populares quienes
tienen que pagar las consecuencias de esta crisis. Nosotros hablamos desde el férreo compromiso
por la paz y por la defensa de los derechos de las clases populares, pero la Union Europea deberia
repensar lo que estd haciendo, aunque sea solo para velar por sus propios intereses. Todavia
estamos a tiempo.

Por todo ello, instamos a la diplomacia europea, de nuevo, a reactivar el papel de la OSCE, hoy
desaparecida de escena. Este es el mejor camino para alcanzar un acuerdo que ponga fin a la
guerra, una necesidad objetiva para la seguridad y la paz en Europa. En vez de mandar armas y
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hacer llamamientos exaltados, estudiemos la propuesta que ha presentado México en la Asamblea
General de las Naciones Unidas, por ejemplo, en la que proponen conversaciones de paz y
mediacion tripartita entre la ONU, la India y el Vaticano. Este es el camino adecuado para la
desescalada: mds diplomacia, no mas OTAN.

3-024-0000
Miroslav Radacovsky (NI). — Vazend pani predsedajica, som predsedom politickej strany
Slovensky patriot. Slovensko sa tu uZ spominalo panom Weberom. Aby som mal ako
europoslanec objektivne informdcie o situdcii na vychode Ukrajiny, ¢lenovia nasej strany sa
zucastnili, resp. boli pritomni v Case, ked sa tam vykonavali referendd. Pokial by som chcel
objektivne informovat o situdcii na vychode Ukrajiny, tak by ma pravdepodobne vicsina z vas
ukamenovala a pani von der Leyen by sa musela ¢ervenat. Preto nevyuzivam dany mi re¢nicky cas,
za Co sa hlboko ospravedliujem. Pokial sa tyka navrhovanej rezoldcie, hlasovat o navrhu budem

.....

3-025-0000
Antonio Tajani (PPE). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, mai come in questo momento
serve un’Europa forte, coesa, unita, che faccia scelte comuni per difendere lo Stato di diritto, per
difendere lindipendenza dell'Ucraina, per impedire che i totalitarismi in tutto il mondo
prevalgano sulle democrazie.

Ecco perché serve una Europa credibile anche per quanto riguarda la politica energetica. Ci siamo
sempre battuti per avere un tetto al prezzo del gas, non possiamo regalare alla Federazione Russa
una divisione che metta in difficolta famiglie e imprese. Ecco perché dobbiamo anche combattere
le speculazioni sul prezzo del gas, controllando quello che succede alla Borsa di Amsterdam.
Insomma un’Europa politicamente forte.

Mi permetta, signora Presidente, per questa Europa politicamente forte mi sono battuto negli
ultimi ventotto anni della mia vita. Questo ¢ il mio ultimo intervento in quest'Aula e voglio
confermare I'impegno per un’Europa politica, per un Parlamento piu forte che abbia potere di
iniziativa legislativa, perché si possa, nei prossimi anni, tutti quanti noi continuare ad essere fieri
cittadini europei.

Ringrazio tutti quanti voi, a cominciare da lei, signora Presidente, ringrazio tutti i colleghi del mio
gruppo politico, ma anche quelli degli altri gruppi politici. Ho sempre cercato, anche da Presidente
del Parlamento, di essere obiettivo. Mi scuso se ho commesso degli errori, ma ho sempre cercato
di rispettare tutti i parlamentari, a qualsiasi forza politica appartenessero.

Grazie ancora. Ringrazio anche tutti i funzionari e gli interpreti per quello che hanno fatto per
permetterci di esprimerci nella nostra lingua madre. Grazie a tutti quanti voi. Continuero, nel
Parlamento italiano, a combattere le mie battaglie in favore di un’Europa politica piti forte.

3-026-0000
Presidente. — Grazie Presidente. In bocca al lupo!

3-027-0000
Marek Belka (S&D). — Pani Przewodniczgca! Eskalacja dzialan Rosji, jako odpowiedz na jej
kolejne spektakularne porazki, nie jest zadnym zaskoczeniem dla uwaznego obserwatora polityki
Wiladimira Putina. Poprzez sfingowane referenda, paniczng mobilizacj¢ czy straszenie Europy
atakami atomowymi Rosja ma nadziej¢ na zachowanie resztek specyficznie pojetej potegi i choé
czeSci  zagrabionych terytoriow suwerennej Ukrainy. Efekt jest jednak odwrotny od
zamierzonego. Nawet najblizsi sojusznicy zaczynaja si¢ od Rosji dystansowad, a reszta Swiata
uznaje jg za panstwo zbojeckie czy wrecz terrorystyczne.
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Jako Europejczycy przezyliSmy dekady w cieniu zagrozenia atomows apokalipsg. Nie damy si¢
znéw wpedzi¢ w Zycie w wiecznym strachu. Nadal musimy wspiera¢ Ukraing w jej walce poprzez
dostawy broni oraz pomoc ekonomiczng. Konieczne s tez dalsze sankcje wobec zbrodniczego
rezimu, a takze ostateczne przejecie kontroli nad rosyjskimi aktywami na $wiecie na poczet
odbudowy Ukrainy. Naszg bronia jest tu jednos¢ i wspotpraca, réwniez ta transatlantycka.

W tym miejscu warto zauwazy¢, Ze mimo obrazéw z Buczy i Iziumu i wielu innych miejsc sg
wsrod nas w Europie nadal tacy, ktorzy prawdziwego wroga nie widza w Moskwie, a w Brukseli
czy w Waszyngtonie. Wreszcie musimy trafia¢ do Rosjan, ktérych codzienno$¢ uptywa dzi§ w
rytm stynnego utworu You're in the Army Now i coraz bardziej pustych poélek w sklepach. Marzen
zbrodniarza nie da si¢ poda¢ na obiad. Naprawd¢ nie ma tez sensu ginag¢ za upadte imperium.
Ukraino, niech moc bedzie z toba.

3-028-0000
PRESIDENCIA: PEDRO SILVA PEREIRA
Vice-Presidente

3-029-0000

Hilde Vautmans (Renew). — Voorzitter, hoge vertegenwoordiger, collega’s, na zeven maanden
oorlog is de dreiging van een escalatie, zelfs een militaire escalatie, een nucleaire escalatie, groter
dan ooit. Uit alles blijkt Poetins wanhoop omdat zijn oorlog mislukt. Maar, collega’s, een
wanhopige Poetin is een gevaar voor de wereld. Hij zal alle middelen blijven gebruiken om ons te
destabiliseren, ons bang te maken en vooral om ons te verdelen. Laten we dat toe? Of blijven we
één vastberaden Europees blok zoals bij de start van de oorlog? De koude winter mag onze
eensgezindheid niet doen barsten.

Waarom blijft de Commissie weigeren om een Europees prijsplafond op gas in te voeren?
Waarom blijft de Raad toelaten dat Hongarije de sterkte van onze sancties bepaalt? En waarom
speelt de motor van onze economie nog steeds soloslim in plaats van voor Europese oplossingen
te kiezen?

Vrijdag komen de Europese leiders samen op een informele Raad. Informeel of niet, er moeten
belangrijke, grote beslissingen genomen worden. Het allerbelangrijkste voor mij is dat Europees
antwoord op de energiecrisis. We moeten onze Europese kracht ten volle gebruiken. Of zoals
onze Belgische premier Alexander De Croo het zei: we kunnen geen einzelgidngers gebruiken nu.
Het is tijd om de urgentie van deze crisis in te zien.

3-030-0000
Heidi Hautala (Verts/ALE). — Mr President, dear colleagues, there are clear signs that Putin is in a
state of weakness in his war. He also risks to be defeated in Russian society; by the chaotic and
arbitrary mobilisation he dismissed the social contract with Russian people.

The vast majority of Russians, who have until now remained indifferent to Putin’s war, now have
been politicised. Many of them now see that the target of Putin’s war is also Russian people.
Against all odds, also, the normally obedient media is criticising the failures of Putin.

But, by threatening Ukraine and the whole world with nuclear weapons, a point has been reached
where calls for regime change are more than legitimate. They should not be any more a taboo for
anyone inside nor outside Russia. Now we must stand by the side of the Russian democratic
forces, also those who have had to leave Russia. They never gave up their fight for a democratic
future of Russia, even during the ever-growing repression.

So, now is the time when we can make the change, working together with these democratic
forces.
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3-031-0000
Jaak Madison (ID). — Mr President, unfortunately Ursula von der Leyen has left, but at least we
have a Commissioner here.

First of all, I can agree with most of you who have said in the last hour that we have to support
Ukraine, that Russia is the aggressor. That’s absolutely true. There’s no doubt about that. But the
big question is, how can we go forward? What are the next steps, what can we do for Ukraine? As
far as I know, we still import oil from Russia. We are still paying millions of euros every day to
Russia. We're still continuing this. We are still waiting for bigger military help for Ukraine. I know
exactly, in fact, that there is a deal to give more military support to Ukraine, but there is just one
signature missing: that of Mr Scholz, from Germany. Only his signature is missing to give more
military support to Ukraine by German companies. OK, we can blame Hungary, yes, also they are
pretty much wrong. Sometimes we can blame some other countries, but in the meantime, we are
just waiting for German Chancellor to give that one signature to give more military support to
Ukraine.

About the blackmailing that the Russians are doing now, of course, now they are losing territories
every day in Ukraine and that's amazing. We like this. But now they are blackmailing with nuclear
power. And I can see, even in the Western world, that more and more people are getting really
afraid, you know, ‘maybe they are really so crazy that they would start a nuclear war’, ‘maybe they
will really try to do this’. But the question is, OK, if they’re really ready to do this, it will be the
suicide of Russia, because finally, at the end of the day, they will lose this war even in a nuclear
war. And we are not in a position to say to Russia, ‘OK, let’s sit down and have diplomacy’,
because Russia ended diplomacy in the morning of 24 February. In this case today, we have to win
in this war in every price.

3-032-0000
Veronika Vrecionova (ECR). — Pane pfedsedajici, musime vytrvat v pomoci Ukrajing,
samoziejmé kvili Ukrajing, ale také kviili miru a bezpe¢nosti v Evropé. Energeticka krize dopada
na rizné zemé rtiznymi zpusoby, ale nesmime se nechat Ruskem rozdélit, protozZe to je jeho cil.
Za zadnou cenu nesmime podlehnout Putinovym jadernym vyhrtizkdm a ustoupit mu. Stojime
pevné za Ukrajinou, za jeji zemnd integritou a je nasi povinnosti pomahat v boji proti ruskému
agresorovi. Vyhruzky ruského diktatora, vyhlaseni falesnych referend a nelegalni pokusy zaclenit
ukrajinské tzemi do Ruské federace jsou totiz jasnym dikazem toho, Ze vojenska pomoc Ukrajiné
funguje. Kdyz Putin vidél, Ze se Ukrajincim daif osvobozovat ukrajinskd tzemi, pfitvrdil ve své
rétorice a i v ¢inech. Dikazem je mobilizace, kterou v Rusku proved], ¢i vojenské pfesuny ruskych
jednotek smérem k mistu valecného konfliktu. Putin nemdize valku vyhrat. A my méZeme pomoci
k tomu, aby ji prohrdl. Pravé v tom, Ze v pomoci Ukrajiné vytrvame, nenechdme se vydirat a
ukdZeme, Ze jsme silni a jednotni.

3-033-0000
Silvia Modig (The Left). — Arvoisa puhemies, Venijin aggressiot pahenevat. Ydinaseilla uhkailu
on itsessddn vastoin kansainvilistd oikeutta ja uhkaus, jonka edessd emme perddnny tuestamme
Ukrainalle. Nord Stream -kaasuputken rdjahtiminen Itimerelld on tutkittava perusteellisesti
riippumattoman tahon toimesta, ja meidin on varmistettava, ettdi koko kriittinen
infrastruktuurimme voidaan turvata mahdollisilta sabotaaseilta.

Venija aloitti energiakriisin rakentamisen jo ennen hyokkaystdan Ukrainaan. Kaasuntoimitukset
kohtasivat yllattivid teknisid ongelmia ja ndin kaasun hintaa saatiin keinotekoisesti ylospiin.
Energia on yksi Putinin aseista tdssd sodassa, ja se on nyt suunnattu meiti kaikkia kohtaan. Aivan
ratkaisevaa EU:n kannalta tulee olemaan ne toimet, joilla me varmistamme, ettd eurooppalaiset
selvidqvat ensi talvesta. On esitetty paljon hyvid toimia, mutta edelleen perddnkuulutan
energiansdaston merkitysta. Sen tulisi olla paljon nykyistd suuremmassa roolissa.
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Onnistumisemme edellytys ja vahvin aseemme on yhtendisyys. Yhtendisyys niin Vendjddn
kohdistuvissa pakotteissa kuin yhtendisyys energiakriisin ratkaisuissa. Yhteinen ratkaisu on
meiddn kaikkien etu. Venidjd ei myoskddn ole jdrjestinyt mitddn kansanddnestyksid vaan
irvokkaan niytelmain, jolla ei ole mitddn tekemistd demokratian kanssa vaan jossa pelottelemalla
ja uhkailemalla haettiin sumuverhoa laittomille alueliitoksille. Ndma alueet ovat edelleen osa
itsendistd Ukrainaa, emmeki tule koskaan tunnustamaan tété laitonta yritystd vallata suvereenin
valtion alueita.

EUn tulee jatkaa Ukrainan tukemista, kuunnellen ukrainalaisten toiveita. Tuen pitdd olla
poliittista, taloudellista, humanitaarista ja tukea Ukrainan mahdollisuuksille puolustaa itseddn
sotilaallisesti. Meiddn on tarjottava pddsy ja turvaa EU:n alueelle, venaliisille toisinajattelijoille ja
aseistakieltaytyjille. On my0s aika tunnustaa se tosiasia, ettd meidin on globaalisti padstiva eroon
ydinaseista. [lman ydinaseuhkaa timakin tilanne ndyttidisi aivan toiselta. Ydinaseuhka yllapitaa ja
mahdollistaa konflikteja, ja EU:n tuleekin rauhan synnyttyd ottaa johtajan rooli rakentaaksemme
ydinaseeton tulevaisuus.

3-034-0000
Mirton Gyongyosi (NI). — Mr President, dear colleagues, the war in the Ukraine has triggered
exemplary European unity but it has also shown that Europe is powerless, which is quite
remarkable if we consider the aggregate size of our national armies, the aggregate volume of our
national defence budgets and the abundance of weapons systems and capacities within the EU.

But now it should be clear to all of us that sanctions are essential to limit Russian aggression, but
they are certainly not sufficient to win a war.

The past weeks have shown how dangerous external dependence on energy can become. It is high
time to realise the risks inherent in the eternal dependence on the US to guarantee European
security. With Trump’s four years in office and the dreadful prospect of his return for a second
term should be alarming for all of us.

So my question to you, Mr Sef¢ovi¢, as the last representative of the Commission in this room
today: what are the Commission’s plans and proposals for the protection of European citizens
from an escalating conflict?

3-035-0000
Radostaw Sikorski (PPE). — Mr President, [ say to Mr Putin: all you have achieved with your
bogus annexations is that Ukraine will no longer negotiate with you. Your situation is very
precarious. You can no longer win, but you still have some room for manoeuvre.

A previous ruler of Russia, Nicholas I, also attacked what was perceived as a weaker adversary,
Japan, in 1904 and also lost both on land and at sea. He concluded a peace, instituted internal
reforms and gained himself 12 more years in power.

Mr Putin, you probably won’t do it because you're more of an egomaniac than a patriot, and you'll
probably end up in some bunker. Steiner will not come and you will go down. The choice is yours.

3-036-0000
Sven Mikser (S&D). — Mr President, dear colleagues. Putin’s escalation of his war of aggression
reveals Russia’s strategic failure. By his mobilisation, his illegal annexation and his nuclear
sabre-rattling, he is desperately trying to raise the stakes so as to scare Ukrainians and their allies.
But Ukrainians are not going to be intimidated by Putin’s bluster, and neither should we.
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Ukrainians’ courage and resolve in defending their homeland has been amazing throughout the
conflict, but the recent success on the battlefield also owes to the support they have received and
continue to receive from allies in Europe and elsewhere. In order to consolidate their recent gains,
Ukraine needs much more of our support. Sure, we all want peace to come to Ukraine as quickly
as possible. But, to be durable and sustainable, it will have to be a just peace. In the case of this war,
this means the full restoration of Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. After Putin’s sham
referenda and declaration of annexation of Ukraine’s sovereign territory, the restoration of
Ukraine’s territorial integrity effectively means driving the occupiers out by force. The faster this
happens, the sooner a just and durable peace returns to Ukraine.

Yes, Europe has done a lot, but now is not the time for self-congratulation, for we have done
much, but not enough, whether we compare our performance to that of the Americans or to our
own previous commitments. We must not hesitate and we must not be afraid to give Ukraine all
the weapons, including tanks, that they need to successfully complete the liberation of their
country. Quick and decisive liberation of all Ukraine’s territory is the quickest path to a lasting
peace and is thus actually de-escalatory.

As to those who aspire to a diplomatic approach, I would say this — yes, when the liberation of all
of Ukraine has been made irreversible, then we will indeed have a lot to discuss at the negotiating
table, including how to make sure that all those responsible for war crimes are brought to justice,
and also the issue of what needs to become of Russia so that it can never again slaughter innocent
people and threaten international peace.

3-037-0000
Michal Simecka (Renew). — Vazeny pan predsedajiici, Vladimir Putin svoju agresivnu a brutilnu
vojnu prehrava. A napadnutd Ukrajina spolu s Eurdpou, ktora ju vojensky a finan¢ne podporuje,
naopak vitazi. A teda sa nesmieme nechat pomylif ani zastrasit Putinovymi vyhrdzkami, pouzitim
jadrovych zbrani alebo mobilizaciou, v ktorej viac Rusov uslo ako nastipilo. Ani nelegalnou
anexiou Uzemi, nad ktorymi Rusko postupne straca kontrolu. Lebo to je jedind Putinova taktika.
Jedind zbran je $irit strach, vydierat vSetkych, masakrovat civilistov, palif tzemia, manipulovat s
cenami energii a ohrozovat kritickd infrastruktiru v Eurépskej anii. V skutocnosti je slaby. Ak
tito vojnu ma Ukrajina a Eurdpa po jej boku vyhrat, musime aj nadalej udrzat jednotny postoj
Eurépskej tnie. Musime pritvrdzovat sankcie voc¢i Putinovmu rezimu a pokracovat v dodavkach
tazkej vojenskej techniky pre vifazstvo Ukrajiny. Lebo toto vitazstvo bude aj vitazstvom
slobodnej a demokratickej Eurdpy.

3-038-0000
Bronis Ropé (Verts/ALE). — Gerbiamas Pirmininke, i§ Europos Sajungos auksty pareigiiny lipy
girdime apgailestavimg, kad nebuvo girdimi Baltijos Saliy perspéjimai dél Rusijos plany. Taciau
kokia ty zodziy prasmé, kai iki $iol padétis mazai kuo pasikeité. Naujy sankcijy jvedimas vis labiau
issikvepia, krauptis rusy kariy nusikaltimai vis maziau jaudina. Galiausiai Europa tik reaguoja j
Putino Zingsnius, vietoj to, kad pirma imtysi veiksmy nelaukdama dar vieno iSpuolio.

Neabejokime, 2014 m. pradéjes karg Ukrainoje, Kremlius ir toliau sieks savo tiksly. Kalbéjimasis
su agresoriumi yra nieko vertas ir skambuciy, apeliavimo j sveikg protg diplomatija ¢ia nepadés.
Turime suvokti, kad sveiko proto Kremliuje néra, ir atitinkamai turime elgtis.

3-039-0000
Peter Kofod (ID). — Hr. formand! Da Rusland angreb Ukraine, troede mange, at der ville blive tale
om en kort krig. Men det blev ikke en kort krig. Nu er situationen fundamentalt forandret. Det gar
dérligt for Rusland pa slagmarken. Rusland fik aldrig en hurtig sejr. Ukrainske styrker er nu ved at
presse Rusland tilbage. Den russiske haer har vist sig ineffektiv, og soldaterne ser ud til at vere
dérligt motiveret. Og nu er Putin sd nedst til at indkalde flere soldater, hvilket far russere til at flygte
til Vesten i et meget stort tal. Putin ma pa alle mader have overvurderet sig selv, undervurderet
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ukrainerne og ignoreret Vestens reaktion. Sanktionerne forsvinder ikke igen. De er kommet for at
blive. Jeg stotter dem, og jeg er klar til meget mere.

For krigen bred ud, var det som om, at mange ledere i Vesten forsemte at lytte til balterne og
polakkerne, der leenge har advaret om Ruslands og Putins intentioner. Den fejl ma vi ikke gentage.
Det gar ikke, at ledere i Vesten haenger fast i lange og forstdende telefonsamtaler med Putin, for
Rusland er som land nedt til at lere af de konsekvenser, det medforer, ndr man umotiveret
angriber et fredeligt naboland. Vores opgave ma vere at gore Europa mindre athangigt af Rusland
og samtidig holde moralen og kampgejsten oppe hos ukrainerne, s de forhdbentlig kan presse
russerne ud af de besatte omrdder. Europa, Vesten ma ikke vige en tomme for Putin. Ikke nu!
Aldrig!

3-040-0000

Jacek Saryusz-Wolski (ECR). — Mr President, Russia’s war against Ukraine has started in 2014
and some woke up to it only this year. While we in central-eastern Europe were screaming about
the growing danger of Russia’s imperial appetite, others in the EU were supporting Russia with
generous military and energy contracts. It was a fatal mistake, with heavy repercussions and
losses.

Today, many recognise Poland, the Baltics and other countries, frontline countries, were right but
not listened to. Today, the same people continue not to listen and not to follow informed advice
of central-east European countries. The frontline Central European countries were the only
besides the US and UK, to give immediately a big part of the effort and budget to support
Ukraine’s fight and to receive this time ‘true’ refugees.

The EU did not help adequately frontline Member States. Many in the EU, even now, are proposing
to send military equipment and disburse already promised money; not to mention increase. It is
our urgent imperative and duty to give more heavy weapons and more finance and join the US
initiative of monthly 1.5 billion transfers to Ukraine’s budget, to put to zero and sanction Russia,
to enforce payment of reparations to Ukraine and finally, to accept Ukraine in NATO.

3-041-0000
Katefina Kone¢na (The Left). — Pane pfedsedajici, kolegyné a kolegové, ¢as, kdy bylo mozné
hrat si se slovicky, pominul. Konflikt na vychodé Evropy vstoupil do nasich domovi a hrozi, ze v
zimé kruté zadto¢i na kvalitu Zivota lidi celé Evropy, a nebezpeci jaderné valky dramaticky
narostlo. V této chvili ¢eska vldda, Evropskd unie a NATO nedélaji nic jiného, nez stale pfilévaji
oleje do ohné. Probihd absurdni soutéZ o to, kdo doda do bratrovrazedné valky vice zbrani, kdo
projevi vice odvahy bojovat az do posledniho Ukrajince. Neddvné teroristické titoky na plynovody
z Ruska do Némecka neposkodily zdjmy a majetek pouze téchto dvou zemi, bezprostfedné
ohrozily socidlni smir v celé Evropé a také v praxi ukdzaly nejednotu Zapadu, odlisny postoj
Washingtonu a Berlina k Ukrajiné. A zajisté si pamatujete vyhruzna slova amerického prezidenta
Joe Bidena z pocitku tnora, kdy v piitomnosti némeckého kancléte vyhrozoval ,ukoncenim®
plynovodu Nord Stream. Vyzyvam vsechny instituce EU, aby vyuzily svého vlivu, chopily se
iniciativy a zacaly vést mirova a diplomaticka jedndni. Jediné ta mohou vést k ukonceni konfliktu.
Cim dfive, tim lépe.

3-042-0000

Francesca Donato (NI). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, le notizie dal fronte dicono che
'Ucraina sta vincendo la guerra. Ma siamo davvero sicuri che Putin accettera di perdere senza
alzare il livello? La deriva nucleare ¢ una possibilita che diventa ogni giorno pitt probabile, 'ha
detto anche il generale Petraeus, I'ex direttore della CIA, serve evitare la terza guerra mondiale.

Quelli che chiamate i populisti europei chiedono la pace e un negoziato. Pero Zelensky, ma anche
gli USA e I'Unione europea rispondono di no. Allora quello che io mi chiedo é: 'Unione europea
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sopravvivera a questa guerra? lo credo proprio di no. Perché dobbiamo chiederci anche se, quando
arriveranno le bombe sulle nostre citta, faremo come ha fatto il collega Sikorski che, dopo i
bombardamenti sui gasdotti, ha detto: "grazie USA”. Dovremo dire anche “grazie Unione
europea”, o almeno questo ¢ quello che diranno i nostri cittadini.

Pensiamo bene a quante vite umane e a quante aziende vogliamo sacrificare. Io vi chiedo: per
favore, fermiamo questa follia!

3-043-0000
Siegfried Muresan (PPE). — Mr President, dear colleagues, the first and most important thing is to
observe and recognise the reality on the ground. And the reality is that Ukraine is winning this
war, Russia is losing this war and Russia knows it. Russia is answering with aggressiveness and
Russia is answering with propaganda.

And our first important duty is to tell the truth to the people of Europe, to make sure that the
people of Europe are properly informed. We have to tell to the people that Russia is failing
militarily. It is failing politically, economically and it is failing morally.

What do we do? We have to stay united. We have to help each other within the European Union.
We have to help our neighbouring countries. We have to help Ukraine and we have to continue
sanctioning Russia. Sanctions work, there are no more investments into Russia. Russia has no
more access to our top technologies. And next year it will have no more revenues from gas and
fossil fuels from us.

We saw last week that Russia is trying to also affect our immediate neighbouring countries. It cut
by 30% the gas supplies to the Republic of Moldova, an EU candidate country. We have to help
there and, Commissioner Vice-President, amounts which are too small for us, make a big
difference and will help keep the Republic of Moldova, an EU candidate country, on the European
path.

3-044-0000
Tonino Picula (S&D). — Mr President, more than seven months since the start of its aggression,
things are not going as planned for Russia. What was supposed to be a quick special military
operation turned into a long battle, where Ukrainian forces showed exceptional bravery and even
started to advance.

The pipeline that was a significant source of financing for Russian aggression is sabotaged. In
desperation the Kremlin began to mobilise.

[ believe that, once again, this House will confirm a strong-text resolution and this lead the way for
future actions. Our demands and suggestions are precise. We want and ask for: another robust
package of sanctions targeting anyone involved in these illegal referenda, as we will never
recognise their so-called results. Coordinated actions on the visa and asylum applications of the
Russian citizens and concrete proposals for advanced military support.

[ would also like to reflect on the great sense of unity permanently shown by this House since the
start of the Russian aggression on Ukraine. One of the most critical tasks is maintaining unity
among our governments and citizens as well. We have to be clear and say: the origin of all the
problems that our citizens are dealing with — high energy prices, food supply problems, and
security threats —are caused by the actions of the Russian regime.
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The firmer we are with our sanctions, the sooner they will end. And the change in Russia should
come from within. Therefore, we should increase our support to those in Russia who raise their
voices against the Putin regime and can be the drivers of this change.

This war will end Putin’s regime. Slava Ukraini!

3-045-0000
Bernard Guetta (Renew). — Monsieur le Président, mes chers collégues, la question est
aujourd’hui de savoir ol nous en sommes.

Coté ukrainien, la contre-offensive constitue un prodigieux succes, puisque apres les avancées de
I'Est, c’est maintenant vers Kherson que les troupes de libération progressent.

Coté russe, a I'inverse, une débacle politique s’ajoute a la débacle militaire. De hauts responsables
du régime en sont a s'accuser publiquement les uns les autres d’incurie. Cest du jamais vu dans la
Russie poutinienne, et cela nous dit que la chaine de commandement et le président lui-méme ne
sont plus intouchables.

Cest le début d'un délitement général également marqué par le rejet de la mobilisation, les
premiers signes d’émancipation de I'Asie centrale, le succés de nos sanctions et I'étrange et
constante affirmation de M. Prigojine, patron d’'une puissante milice nourrissant ses ambitions.

Le crépuscule tombe sur un tsar vieillissant. Il n’en est que plus dangereux, mais il perdra.

3-046-0000
Viola von Cramon-Taubadel (Verts/ALE). — Mr President, Commissioner, colleagues, Putin is
neither a master strategist nor a geopolitical genius. He is a terrorist who is only capable of
bombing children and blackmailing us with doomsday. In these efforts, useful idiots are his main
asset, these useful idiots, and they are plenty — from politicians to tech entrepreneurs, should not
be allowed to define the narrative.

The chaotic mobilisation of troops and threatening the world with nuclear weapons only prove
one thing: Putin is desperate. Desperate because he is losing the war that he vowed to win in three
days. Desperate because his sanctions are biting and his propaganda cannot outweigh the empty
Russian riches for long. Desperate because he hears the voices of mutiny in the Kremlin corridors
getting louder and louder. Putin is Russia’s greatest enemy and his end is in sight.

Until then, we will continue standing firmly with Ukraine. Arm them with heavy weapons.
Support the EU initiative for tanks so that its brave people finally win this war.

3-047-0000
Gilles Lebreton (ID). — Monsieur le Président, chers collegues, face a une guerre, le droit
international commande de dénoncer l'agresseur et de prendre la défense de l'agressé. Je
condamne donc avec vigueur I'agression contre I'Ukraine ainsi que les annexions décidées par la
Russie de quatre régions ukrainiennes. Il s'agit d’'une atteinte inadmissible a l'intégrité territoriale
d'un Etat souverain. Le refus du réglement armé des conflits est une régle fondamentale du droit
international. De Grotius a Aristide Briand, en passant par Victor Hugo, les défenseurs d’une
société des nations pacifiques ont toujours rejeté I'emploi de la force armée.

Ces exigences s'adressent bien siir en premier lieu a la Russie et a son président, qui a hélas choisi
d’en appeler a l'agression armée contre un pays souverain. Mais elles concernent aussi la
présidente de la Commission européenne, qui est récemment venue nous dire que seule l'issue
militaire devait conclure ce conflit dramatique qui déchire des peuples européens.



05-10-2022 51

Non, 'Union européenne ne doit pas céder a un bellicisme aveugle. Que chacun en ait bien
conscience ici. Ce conflit ne pourra étre définitivement arrété que par un cessez-le-feu et une
négociation. Les bellicistes qui tronent a Bruxelles doivent cesser cette folle escalade qui obéit au
mot d’ordre de Washington visant a I'humiliation de la Russie. A I'exemple du général de Gaulle, je
souhaite un monde multipolaire dans lequel la France et 'Europe joueraient leur role de puissance
de paix plutot que d’accepter d’étre le marchepied de la toute-puissance américaine.

3-048-0000
Nicola Procaccini (ECR). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, questa guerra purtroppo ci
coinvolge tutti, indirettamente sul piano militare, di sicuro sul piano economico. Due errori non
vanno compiuti. Il primo ¢ che non bisogna fare scelte solitarie, soprattutto in materia energetica.
Il tetto al prezzo del gas e dell’energia elettrica, se dovesse finalmente arrivare nei prossimi giorni,
arrivera comungque troppo tardi per le imprese e le famiglie d’Italia e d’Europa. Bisogna fare presto.

Il secondo errore da non fare ¢ dividere il fronte interno. La campagna politica in atto contro
alcuni governi conservatori ¢ una clamorosa ingiustizia che colpisce proprio gli Stati europei che
maggiormente stanno sopportando il peso della crisi geopolitica corrente.

Sono italiano e non mi sfugge quale sara il prossimo governo a finire nel mirino qui dentro. Mi
auguro solo che l'odio delle sinistre per la democrazia non superi 'odio di Vladimir Putin per la
democrazia, ma consentitemi di essere un po’ pessimista in questo senso.

3-049-0000
Andrea Bocskor (NI). - Tisztelt EInok Ur! 224 napja tart a hibord, mely mér tobb ezer dldozatot,
koztiik civilek és gyermekek életét kovetelte, és amely miatt tobb mint 10 milliéan kényszeriiltek
elhagyni otthonaikat. A Fidesz eurdpai parlamenti képviselGcsoportja elitélte és elitéli az orosz
agressziot, az ukrdn teriiletek annektdldsat és a haborts blincselekményeket. A kezdetekt6l
kidllunk Ukrajna mellett, timogatjuk Ukrajna teriileti integritdsat, és nem fogadjuk el az orosz
latszatnépszavazasok eredményét. Magyarorszdg torténetének legnagyobb humanitarius
segitségnyujtdsi programjaban eddig mar tobb mint egymillié menekiiltet fogadtunk be
Ukrajndbdl. Mi a miel6bbi békében vagyunk érdekeltek, amely Ukrajna szuverenitdsanak és
teriileti integritdsdnak tiszteletben tartasan alapul. Csak ez vethet véget a hdborus szenvedéseknek.
Csak ez dllithatja meg ezt az Griiletet.

Méltatlan és elfogadhatatlan azonban osszekapcsolni az Ukrajna melletti hatdrozott és egységes
politikai kidllast, az ukran emberek irdnti szolidaritast, az azonnali és teljes korti Oroszorszaggal
szembeni energiaszankciok éles vitdkat kivaltd, az Unidt megosztd és ellentmonddsos hatdst
gyakorlati kérdésével.

3-050-0000
Othmar Karas (PPE). — Herr Prisident, Herr Kommissar, meine sehr geehrten Damen und
Herren! Entschlossenheit, Einigkeit, Solidaritdt, Sicherheit und Unterstiitzung sind in diesen
Minuten von allen gefragt.

Ich hatte die Moglichkeit, in der letzten Woche fur unser Parlament in der ukrainischen
Hauptstadt Kiew zu sein und viele Gesprache zu fithren. Mein Arbeitsbesuch fiel genau auf jenen
Tag, an dem Putin die Annexion weiterer ukrainischer Gebiete verkiindete. Mit diesem
unakzeptablen historischen Unrecht und seinen unverantwortlichen, beunruhigenden
Entscheidungen, den illegalen Scheinreferenden, der Atomwaffendrohung und der
Mobilmachung, dreht Putin immer weiter an der Eskalationsschraube.

Liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen, mich haben der gemeinsame Wille, die Entschlossenheit und das
Durchhaltevermogen der Ukrainerinnen und Ukrainer stark beeindruckt. Aus diesem Grunde
unterstiitze ich die Verschirfung der Sanktionen. Ich unterstiitze das vorgestellte
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Mafnahmenpaket der Kommission, und ich unterstitze die Maffnahmen, die die
Kommissionsprasidentin heute vorgestellt hat, um den Energiemarkt neu zu ordnen und einen
neuen Preisfindungsmechanismus in die Wege zu leiten.

3-051-0000
Wlodzimierz Cimoszewicz (S&D). — Mr President, Russia continues its centuries-long tradition
of conquering new lands and other nations. It neglects the fact that it is a brutal breach of
international law.

Being an economic dwarf feeling that in the future its main sources of wealth will lose much of
their present significance, it wants to strengthen its international position with use of force.
Having little to say in scientific and technological competition, Russian leaders, supported by
many ordinary people, want other nations to feel fear.

Then there is a personal obsession of their leader who would like very much to rebuild something
similar to the Soviet Union. Aggression against Ukraine is a step in this direction. This is a major
violation of law. Aggressors are responsible for a terrible number of killed people, demolished
cities and villages, bombarded infrastructure.

To hide compromising battle failures, they decided to officially steal part of Ukraine and threaten
the rest of the world with the use of nuclear arms.

We all, not only Europeans, must understand that this is equal to the final termination of life on
Earth. Giving up is not an option. It will not stop Russia. The only thing we can and should do is to
support the victim, Ukraine, as much as possible and as much as needed to defeat an aggressor
and to show that we are able to defend life, law and liberty.

3-052-0000
Dacian Ciolos (Renew). — Domnule presedinte, cred ¢ in ultimele luni, atit noi, ca reprezentanti
ai cetdtenilor, cat si cei care conduc institutiile Uniunii Europene, am invdtat un cuvant important
- curajul. Am fost aldturi de Ucraina in acest razboi criminal, nejustificat si neprovocat, pornit de
Putin incd de la inceput. Am ajutat Ucraina sd-si exporte cerealele. Am primit refugiati din calea
razboiului. Am trimis ajutor umanitar si militar fard vreo fricd de amenintdrile Rusiei. Curajul
Uniunii este azi rasplatit prin prabusirea frontului rusilor in mai multe regiuni. Curajul Uniunii,
care s-a inspirat din cel al ucrainienilor, trebuie sd faca din aceastd Uniune un jucdtor geopolitic si
economic major in lume.

Sprijinul nostru pentru integritatea teritoriald, suveranitatea si independenta Ucrainei nu trebuie
sd ia pauzd acum. Investitia aceasta in libertate si democratie este parte din valorile pe care s-a
creat Uniunea Europeand. Si cat timp vom face asta? Cat timp vom avea curaj? Niciun dictator nu
se va putea agdta de putere, nici macar Putin.

3-053-0000
Yannick Jadot (Verts/ALE). — Monsieur le Président, chers collegues, bien sir, il nous faut
aujourd’hui renforcer les sanctions, renforcer toutes les aides a I'Ukraine pour obtenir la victoire
militaire de 'Ukraine et la fin des atrocités. Le Haut-représentant nous disait a quel point ce qui se
joue, c’est un conflit de civilisations, un conflit de valeurs déja mis en scéne par Vladimir Poutine.

Malheureusement, ce conflit de civilisations, ce conflit de valeurs, il est aussi au sein des sociétés
européennes et cela joue sur l'unité indispensable de I'Union européenne. Regardez toute
I'extréme droite essayant aujourd’hui de reconstruire leurs accommodements, leur complaisance
avec Poutine en utilisant la hausse des prix alimentaires, la hausse des prix de I'énergie et les
injustices sociales au service de leur vision sur les valeurs.



05-10-2022 53

Alors la Commission européenne, pardonnez-moi, mais sur la question du découplage entre le
prix du gaz et le prix de I'électricité, vous avez trop tardé. Il faut agir plus vite aussi sur la taxation
des superprofits. Un exemple? Total a déja reversé, en acompte, en avance, 2,6 milliards d’euros a
ses actionnaires. Cest plus que ce que met le budget de la France sur la rénovation thermique.

Sil n’y a pas de justice sociale dans la transition énergétique pour le climat, il n’y a pas de justice
sociale face a la guerre en Ukraine, a ce moment-la, nous perdrons 'unité européenne, et le conflit
de valeurs, il y a peu de chances que nous le gagnions aussi.

3-054-0000
Harald Vilimsky (ID). — Herr Prisident, meine sehr geehrten Damen und Herren! Mit dem
Sanktionenwahnsinn, der heute erneut von einer links-konservativen Mehrheit hier im Haus und
der Kommission, bestehend aus Griilnen, aus Sozialdemokraten, aus Konservativen,
heraufbeschworen wird, wird auch dieser Kontinent Zug um Zug an die Wand gefahren.

Machen Sie doch die Augen auf, wie es den Menschen drauflen geht mit Rekordinflation, mit
Konkursen, mit Pleiten, mit Armut. Die Menschen wissen nicht, wie sie durch den Winter
kommen. Der Ratschlag an diese Menschen heifSt: Hort doch auf zu heizen, duscht nicht mehr
und friert doch durchaus den Winter hindurch. Ich halte das fiir einen abgrundfalschen Weg, und
zwar nicht nur aus der okonomischen, sondern auch aus der menschlichen Sichtweise heraus.

Es gibt in diesen schweren Zeiten hier Stimmen, die sich fur Frieden aussprechen — und es sind
nicht die bosen Rechten, wie Sie hier meinen. Es sind durchaus illustre Stimmen wie die des aktuell
wahrscheinlich erfolgreichsten Unternehmers, Elon Musk. Es gibt Stimmen, die sich fir den
Frieden aussprechen, wie etwa den Papst, der hier mahnt, dazu an den Tisch zu kehren und
endlich einen Weg zu finden, damit das Sterben endet, damit auch in Europa der Wohlstand
gesichert bleibt, damit wir diesen Winter hindurch eine Energieversorgung haben, dass die
Menschen nicht frieren miissen oder Angst haben, ihre Jobs zu verlieren, ihren Wohlstand in den
Sand zu setzen, ihre Sparguthaben durch eine Rekordinflation zu verlieren und diesen Kontinent
in immer grofere Probleme hineinzumandévrieren.

Ich kann daher erneut nur an Sie appellieren, hier mit einer starken europiischen Stimme dafiir zu
pladieren, die Kriegsparteien an einen Tisch zu zwingen und gemeinsam an einer Losung zu
arbeiten, mit der alle leben konnen.

3-055-0000 )
PREDSEDA: MICHAL SIMECKA
podpredseda

3-056-0000
Alexandr Vondra (ECR). — Mr President, ladies and gentlemen, today I will be positive because
we have a quality resolution ahead of us, which contains all important elements — our reminders
that Russia bears the full responsibility for the war, our reiteration of the full support for Ukraine,
including our call to increase the massive military assistance, and also calling to explore the
possibility for lend-lease military assistance; something what I have already proposed during the
last plenary. Also, we are rightly condemning the so-called referenda to annex the four Ukrainian
regions as illegal and illegitimate.

And, last but not least, we are also condemning the recent Russian threats to use nuclear weapons
as irresponsible and dangerous, and calling that we would not be deterred in our further assistance
to Ukraine and self-defence. That’s all good.
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Maybe one thing is missing here, and that’s to designate that threatening the use of nuclear force
should be labelled or designed as a threat against peace and humanity. So let’s work on that
because it’s unprecedented rhetoric by Putin.

3-057-0000

Agvtépng Nikoldou-ANafavog (NI). — Kupie [Tpoedpe, 1 mpooaptnon oukpavikov dagav, mou
avakoivooe o mpoedpog o, piyvet kt aANo Aadt 0T @oTIA TOU 1uneptalioTikol TOAELOU, OTKG KAt 1)
apepikavo-vatoikr otpiEn Pefara oty avudpactikn kuPépvnon Zehévokt pe fapl omhiopo kat aMa
péoa. Inpatodoteitar véa €viaot avrinapddeons HETaEy TOU EUPOATAAVTIOHOU KAl TOU UTO
dapopgao eupactatikol pmhok pe emke@alic v Kiva kat ) Pooia, aA\d kat tov aviayoviepoy
evtog g Euvpwlavng petatd Teppaviag, TalMag, ItalMag oto @QOVIO eVePYELK®OV OIKOVOMIKGY
mpofAnuatev. Ot exatépwdev ameiNég yia xpron mupnvikav Omev, ot SoAo@Uopes oe aywyous Kat
Kkplotpeg umodopeg 0dnyolv oe avumolOyioTeg ouVETELeS yia Toug Aaoug ¢ Pueiag kat g Oukpaviag,
al\a kat OAou TOU KOGHOU, TTOU 101 T PAOVEL TO KOGTOG TG AKPIELaS TNG EVEPYELIKTIG PTOYELIS.

Te auTég TG oUVINKEG elvat apeon avaykn 1) anepmhokr) ¢ ENAadag and tov molepo, toug apepikavo-
vatoikoug oxediaopous, mou moAanhaotalouv Toug kivduvoug yia Tov Aaod pag. Na otapatioet topa 1)
anootoM) otpatiwtikol UAikoU oty Oukpavia, 1 XpnoIHonoinor Tne EANVIKIG EMKPATELAG KAL TGV
UTOdOHAMY TNG XGPAG w6 opuntipiou ToAépou. Kat fefaing 1) avantuén e autoteloug makng Twv Namv
o€ KADE YO EWVAL EMOUEVOS OT)HEPC EMITAKTIKA AVayKCLaL.

3-058-0000
Dolors Montserrat (PPE). — Sefior presidente, Putin continda con su escalada bélica: la llamada a
los reservistas, las amenazas nucleares, los referéndums ilegitimos.

Europa debe responder firmemente con las sanciones a Rusia, sin ambages ante este criminal de
guerra. Ante la tirania, no se retrocede ni un paso.

Pero también nos enfrentamos a la batalla econémica de la guerra, contra la inflacion y los precios
de la cesta de la compra y de la energia. Hay que dar una respuesta urgente a las familias y a las
pymes. No llegan a fin de mes.

En Espafia la cesta de la compra ha pasado de ser de las mas baratas de la Union a una de las mds
caras. Las empresas estdn triplicando sus costes por la subida de la energia. Los ciudadanos y las
empresas ya ahorran energfa, no porque se lo pidamos nosotros: es que no pueden pagarla.

En Espafia, mientras las familias se asfixian econémicamente, el Estado recaudard 30 000 millones
mds por la inflacion que el aflo anterior. Hay que devolver ese dinero a los bolsillos de los
ciudadanos. Hay que bajar impuestos y no arruinar a millones de familias y empresas.

3-059-0000
Heléne Fritzon (S&D). — Herr talman! Kommissionen, rddet! Rysslands hansynslosa krig drabbar
Ukrainas befolkning varje dag, och det hotar Europas fred och sikerhet. Nir Ryssland nu trappar
upp, anser vi socialdemokrater att kommissionens uppmaning om enighet och solidaritet dr
avgorande och att kommissiondr Johanssons riktlinjer kring visum dr rimliga.

I detta sakerhetspolitiska ldge dr det kritiskt att de lackor som har uppdagats vid gasledningarna
Nord Stream 1 och 2 i Ostersjon nu utreds ordentligt. Detta troliga sabotage har skett i de svenska
och danska ekonomiska zonerna och dr mycket allvarligt. Det 4r bara nagra sjomil fran dir jag
bor.

Putins kallblodiga agerande i Ukraina och de illegala annekteringarna maste fa ett stopp. Vi, vi i
EU, maste fortsdtta vart starka samarbete. En sak dr nimligen siker: Putin ska inte gd segrande ur
detta.
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3-060-0000
Ilhan Kyuchyuk (Renew). — Mr President, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, Europe has done a
tremendous job. Europe has done a lot of things, including military support, financial support, but
it is not a time for self-celebration. We must continue our support for the brave Ukrainians who
are fighting not only for their designation, for their identity and belonging, but they are fighting
for us, for Europeans, for European values. They deserve our admiration and great support under
the leadership of President Zelensky and certainly the brave Ukrainians.

Secondly, we have to resist. Every time Europe is tested, tested by foreign actors, by big powers, by
invaders. This time I think there is a greater test of our unity. We have to resist and put together
the European Union because only if we are able to come together will we be able to overcome the
crisis. Indeed, there are many — starting with energy and ending with the social consequences of
the crisis.

But one thing is clear: unity is the key — unity within the Council, but also unity within the
European institutions. So let’s unite Europe as never before.

3-061-0000
Jakop G. Dalunde (Verts/ALE). — Herr talman! Putin pastar att befolkningen i Donetsk, Luhansk,
Cherson och Zaporizjzja har gjort sitt val i sd kallade folkomrdstningar, men de ar folkrittsvidriga.
Det dr en 10gn, precis som annekteringen av Krim har varit anda sedan detta krigs borjan 2014.

Rysslands annektering av ukrainska regioner ar ett brott mot folkratten. Listan 6ver de krigsbrott
som Putin star anklagad for har blivit ofattbart lang. Massakrer mot Ukrainas befolkning nér
knappt tidningarnas forstasidor langre.

Vi far inte lata detta krig bli ett bakgrundsbrus. Vi far inte tro att energikrisen ar det varsta som
drabbar Europa denna vinter. Det dr kriget. Och véra systrar och broder i Ukraina betalar det
hogsta priset varje dag som vi i Europa inte tar steget att sluta finansiera detta krig. Vi maste sluta
kopa fossil energi fran Ryssland.

3-062-0000
Dominik Tarczyfiski (ECR). — Mr President, ‘we should have listened to Poland’, Ursula von der
Leyen said during her State of the Union speech. She says we should listen to Poland. We should
have listened to Poland. But you didn’t want to listen. You didn’t want to listen about Nord
Stream. You didn’t want to listen about illegal migration. You didn’t want to listen about Putin.
And you didn’t want to listen about sanctions. Sanctions?

What about Russian diamonds? Why there is no embargo on Russian diamonds? Why? Because
the capital of the diamond industry, Antwerp, in Belgium, would be unhappy, isn’t it? Why there
is no sanctions on Russian diamonds? Nord Stream is destroyed, but the diamonds are making
money for Russia.

So stop lecturing Poland. Stop pointing us with your finger. Stop lecturing us about democracy.
Do not be a hypocrite. Take actions, not beautiful words. Be like Poland. Be brave. Believe in your
own nations instead of being dependent on Russian roubles. Be brave. Be like Poland.

3-063-0000
Mislav Kolakusi¢ (NI). — Postovani predsjedavajudi, postovani kolege, postovani gradani,
objektivnije sagledavanje politickih odnosa supersila Rusije i Sjedinjenih Americkih Drzava,
moglo je dovesti do sprjecavanja rata.

Zamislimo i zapitajmo se: da je Meksiko odlucio pristupiti Ruskoj Federaciji i postaviti nuklearne i
druge projektile na granicu sa SAD om, kakva bi bila reakcija Sjedinjenih Americkih Drzava?
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Sankcije. Imali smo sedamdeset godina povijesnog iskustva u tome kako utjeCu sankcije na
pokusaj svrgavanja izabranih predstavnika te vlasti. Nakon sedamdeset godina uvodenja
ekonomskih sankcija, i to najviSe razine, Kubi i Sjevernoj Koreji, i dan danas, sedam desetljeca
kasnije, na vlasti su iste dinastije.

Pa zar nismo nista naucili? Moramo se okrenuti diplomaciji. Rat ¢e dovesti do nuklearnog rata i
pogibije stotina milijuna ljudi. Moramo koristiti iskustva povijesti i okrenuti se miru.

3-064-0000
Annpeit Kosaues (PPE). — I'-n Ipencenatern, YkpaitHa ce cpaxasa XpaOpo cpelily pyckata arpecusi OT
Ha4aroTo Ha BoViHaTa npe3 2014 rogmHa. YKpauHCKUTE IpakIaHM, HE3aBUCUMO OT TEXHMSI eTHUUECKU
TIPOM3XOI, 3alMTaBaT CAMOOTBEPKEHO CBOSITA CTpaHa. Bcuukym ouakBaHus Ha arpecopa B Kpemsbr, ue
TSIXHATa 1o0era e ce ciyun 6bp30, He ce COBIBAT.

Kontpaodamsysara Ha Ykpaitna npunymu I[lytus ma mpuGerse 1o Oe3yMHM CTBIKM, INOTHIIKBAKM
eflleMEeHTapHM MEXIYHapOOHY M MOPANHY HOPMM, [1a aHEKCMpPa HE3aKOHHO TEPUTOPMM Ha ChCEIHA
IIbpKaBa — CyBepeHHa U He3aBMcyuMa, pu3Hata oT OOH B rpaHuumTe, B KOUTO CHLIECTBYBA, PU3HATA 1
ot camara Pycka demepauus ¢ rapaHimmre, KOUTO Ts HaBa ¢ bymamemeHckust MemopaHmyM. Vrpara ¢
aTOMHATa KapTa MpeJICTaBIIsIBa [IOpeiHa Oe30TTOBOPHA ecKayaliysl Ha HaIPeXeHMe U IIAHTaX.

EBpOl’[CVICKI/IHT CbIO3 M CTPaHUTE YIEHKM Ca MJTbKHU T1d IIPOOBIIKAT C MaCUMBHA IIOOKPEIIa 3a YKpaﬁHa -
BOCHHaA, d)MHaHCOBa, pa3y3HaBaTelIHa, MKOHOMMYECKA, I/[H(l)paCTPYKTypHa, MEOMINHCKA, XyMaHUTApHA.

XKenanuero Ha YkpaitHa 3a uneHcTBo B HATO tpsioBa na 6bre yBaxeno. CpaMHo Gelue OBEIEHMETO Ha
TPENVIIHOTO OBIIrapcKo MPABUTENICTBO Ha [TeTKOB, KOETO He MOIKPeNy M3MPallaHeTo Ha BOGHHA TeXHMKA
3a YKpaiiHa. Korneru ot J1s80, TOBa 6ellie HanpaBeHo B 107132 Ha BallaTa MapTys.

TbxHO e, ue bbiarapyus He ce NPUCHENVHM M KbM IO3MUMATA HA LEHTPATIHO- M M3TOYHOEBPOIEHCKUTE
ITPXKaBY 110 TeMaTa ,YKpaiiHa 1 HATO®, BpIpeky 4e OrpOMHOTO MHO3MHCTBO OT ObIIrapuTe IjacyBaxa 3a
TIPOEBPOIIEIICKY TapTUH Ha M3b0puTe B Hefenst. bbrapus uma HyXma cera ot CTaOMITHO IPOEBPOIIENCKO
ynpasnenue. [EPB 1ie rapanTipa ToBa 1 e HarpaBy BCUUKO Bb3MOKHO TOBA [1a Ce CITyUM.

3-065-0000
Juozas Olekas (S&D). — Gerbiamas Pirmininke, eina jau astuntas Rusijos atnaujinto karo pries
Ukraing ménuo. Per juos buvo daug netekciy, litidesio, baimés, bet kartu jie buvo pilni Ukrainos
zmoniy ir jy sgjungininky susitelkimo ir ryZto nepasiduoti agresijai ir prievartai.

Agresoriaus praéjusig savaite vykdyti priverstiniai suklastoti pseudoreferendumai parodo tik tai,
kad Rusija nesiruo$é ir nesiruosia elgtis pagal civilizuoto pasaulio taisykles. Kolegos, isgirskite,
V. Putinas ir jo aplinka supranta tik jégos kalbg. Todél vienintelis biidas i$spresti $j konfliktg —
islaisvinti Ukrainos okupuotas Zemes, tam reikia dar gausesnio ir geresnio ginkly tiekimo Ukrainai
dabar. Paskutiniu metu V. Putinas kaip pasiutes bulius mojuoja branduolinio ginklo korta. Turime
nedviprasmiskai pabrézti, kad tokiu atveju Rusija panaikinty visus tabu ir visi Rusijos kariniai
objektai tiek okupuotoje Ukrainoje, tieck Rusijos teritorijoje, jskaitant poZeminius V.Putino
bunkerius, atsidurty atsakomojo smiigio taikinyje. Derybos ir taika galimi tik nugaléjus agresoriy.
Islikime vieningi ir solidaris. Slava Ukraini.

3-066-0000
Réza Thun und Hohenstein (Renew). — Mr President, colleagues, Putin, in fact, is what we
witness in this very room. We were never as united as during this debate. And this unity from one
debate to another is more and more visible. Even Alexandr Vondra was positive this time.

There are, of course, some shameful exceptions, but they are not even worth mentioning them.
The determination of our leaders to support Ukraine is also more clear from day to day, week to



05-10-2022 57

week, month to month than what we heard from Roberta Metsola, Josep Borrell, Ursula von der
Leyen is one voice or the voices that complete each other. Member States, citizens, we all must
follow.

It is not even those words. It is not only words because they became facts, actions or very clear
plans for the future and of such a European Union, I am really proud. Only so, by strengthening
our policies, we strengthen also our sovereignty. Not only we need to be sovereign, but also
Ukraine needs a strong, united, sovereign ready to pay the price, because we know that otherwise
the price will be much higher.

3-067-0000
Piernicola Pedicini (Verts/ALE). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, Commissario, io credo
che questa volta le persone abbiano davvero molta paura. Hanno paura perché vedono che questa
escalation non ¢ voluta soltanto da una parte, ma ¢ voluta da entrambe le parti. Non hanno quindi
paura soltanto di Putin e delle sue minacce. Hanno paura anche di noi occidentali.

lo voglio rileggere una dichiarazione di Biden rilasciata a febbraio prima dell'invasione russa: ”Se la
Russia invadera I'Ucraina, abbatteremo il Nord Stream e faremo in modo che non esista piti”. Ecco,
queste dichiarazioni fanno paura e creano confusione, perché non si capisce bene dove ci
vogliono portare. E non si capisce bene neanche che cosa vuole fare davvero 'Unione europea,
visto che nessun capo di Stato e nessun capo di governo ha fatto davvero un passo nella direzione
della pace.

Io credo che I'Unione europea deve assumere un ruolo terzo per fermare questa guerra
nell'interesse di tutti. L'unico capo di Stato che ha avuto il coraggio di dire qualcosa in questa
direzione ¢ stato il Papa: Putin fermi la guerra e Zelensky sia aperto a serie proposte di pace.
Percio, colleghi, vi esorto, ascoltiamo almeno le parole del Papa.

3-068-0000
Assita Kanko (ECR). — Voorzitter, geachte collega’s, de EU en de NAVO dreigen meegezogen te
worden in een spiraal van escalatie door de houding van Rusland in Oekraine. Illegale annexatie,
sabotage van pijpleidingen, gebruik van energie als wapen tegen onze burgers en ons industrieel
weefsel. En nu de dreiging met een kernwapen.

West-Europa had zich in slaap laten wiegen, terwijl Poetin al lang een hybride oorlog voerde. Nu
beseffen wij ten volle dat in zijn regime de leugen regeert, dat hij de randen opzoekt en dat hij niet
maalt om het internationale recht. Dat schendt hij nu dagelijks in Oekraine door doelbewust
burgers en civiele infrastructuur zonder militair belang te treffen.

De Europese Unie dient over haar eigen schaduw te stappen en Poetin duidelijk te maken dat wij
niet zullen toegeven aan zijn chantage. Dat wij deze crisis zullen aangrijpen om de energietransitie
versneld door te voeren en onze energieonafhankelijkheid te verzekeren. Dat wij onze cruciale
infrastructuur zullen beveiligen. Dat wij Oekraine zullen blijven steunen tegen zijn onwettige
aanvalsoorlog. Dat wij zijn oorlogsmisdaden zullen berechten. Dat wij hem aanraden niet over te
gaan tot de inzet van een kernwapen, maar dat wij daar desgevallend gepast tegen zullen reageren.
Dat wij niet tegen zijn volk maar tegen zijn regime gekant zijn. Dat wij na deze oorlog één op
regels gebaseerde Europese en internationale orde zullen herstellen.

3-069-0000
Paulo Rangel (PPE). — Senhor Presidente, a escalada da guerra de Putin, com a mobilizacio de
reservistas, anexagdes ilegitimas, ameagas nucleares, impde que a Unido Europeia esteja mais
unida do que nunca e que o apoio a Ucrania seja sistematico.
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E por isso que temos de perguntar ao Grupo S&D, aos Verdes, aos Liberais que posi¢do é que tém
sobre a ac¢do unilateral do governo Scholz, do governo socialista liberal verde, de dar 200 mil
milhdes de euros sem nenhuma coordenacio, sem nenhuma articulagdo com a Unido Europeia e
com os seus parceiros para subsidios a energia, destruindo a confianga entre os Estados e
fragmentando o mercado tnico.

Sim, eu quero perguntar a Senhora Iraxte Pérez:

What is the position of S&D Group on Scholz’s decision to take action alone giving EUR 200
billion of subsidies against all the coordination with our partners?

3-071-0000
Miapetra Kumpula-Natri (S&D). — Mr President, Europe has a common and share a common
understanding and it’s very clear we stand with Ukraine to help it defend its territory, each square
meter, and to stay a sovereign state.

We need to make the world see that any threat to Russians is from their own president. It's not
from NATO, the EU or Europe, it’s their president who will threaten their morality, economical
stand, and sending men to Ukraine to kill Ukrainians.

But in this war we have on our continent, we also need to protect the rest of Europe. Security is the
highest priority — whether it’s an energy crisis or is it unbearable prices, the lack of energy because
of so much reducing energy from Russia. It is a cold winter to manage if we don’t succeed with the
savings too.

I welcome the word from the Commission President to raise the protection of all the critical
infrastructure. And also I welcome the words and general guidelines for visa issue, the
Commission statement that every Member State should take into account the security when
issuing visas to Russians.

3-072-0000
Elsi Katainen (Renew). — Arvoisa puhemies, hyvd komissaari, ministeri, sabotaasi Itimeren
kaasuputkessa, laittomat kansanddnestykset ja alueliitokset Euroopassa, toistuvat siviilien
joukkomurhat ja ydinaseilla uhittelu — jokainen tietdi tekijan ndiden kauheuksien takana.

Meididn Euroopassa on sisdisen syyttelyn sijaan keskityttdvd ratkaisemaan tdtd kriisid. Mitd
pikemmin, sen enemmén on voittajia.

Jos timd julma sota jotain opettaa niin sen, ettd meiddn ei enda pida rakentaa uusia riippuvuuksia
diktatuureihin. Eurooppalaisessa omavaraisuudessa vihred siirtyma on keskeisen tirkedd, mutta se
ei saa olla ainoa pyhd totuutemme. Meiddn on pidettivdi huolta meidin omasta
huoltovarmuudestamme. Se tarkoittaa laajaa energiapalettia, mihin komission yritykset rajoittaa
bioenergian tuotantoa eivit sovi.

Ennen kaikkea meiddn on jatkettava Ukrainan tukea. Mitd alhaisempia tekoja Venija tekee, sen
korkeammalle Euroopan yhtendisyys nousee. Kun kuvaan tulevat erilaiset nakemykset energiasta
tai vaikkapa viisumeista, EUmn rivit horjuvat. Sithen meilld ei ole varaa, ja siksi meiddn on
pystyttavd yhtendisempiin paatoksiin.

3-073-0000

Ciaran Cuffe (Verts/ALE). — Mr President, a cold winter lies ahead for Putin and his cronies.
Russia’s attempts this week to illegally annex four regions in Ukraine have been rightfully
condemned. This is an age of hybrid warfare, and the Nord Stream attacks reminds us that we are
vulnerable.
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[ am encouraged by the plan presented by the Commission President this morning to protect our
critical infrastructure. But I am concerned about the security of our infrastructure, our
underground cables, particularly off the coast of my own country, Ireland. These cables are crucial
to the functioning of Europe’s digital services. And a recent report found that the Irish Defence
Forces cannot adequately protect them.

So we need to urgently invest in our defence capacity, in cybersecurity and in defending our
crucial infrastructure at this perilous time.

3-074-0000
Andrius Kubilius (PPE). — Mr President, first of all, of course, congratulations to the victorious
Ukrainians. It is clear that the end of the war depends only on how much weapons the West
delivers to Ukraine. In some way it’s a shame for the EU that the United States delivered EUR 25
billion value of weapons and the whole European Union support, together with all the Member
States, is only less than EUR 6 billion.

The same is true with financial aid. The European Union is heavily behind the United States’
assistance. It's not enough, our solidarity statements. Real EU money is needed. Sanctions are
working. But the most special next sanction on Putin would be the immediate creation of a special
tribunal on crimes of aggression, which would target directly Putin.

Ukrainian military performance is above all the NATO standards. Not Ukraine should ask for
NATO membership, but NATO should ask Ukraine to join, because Ukraine is implementing
NATO mission to stop Russia’s imperial expansion to the West. We can help Russians to bury
their imperial dreams with immediate Ukraine NATO membership and negotiations on EU
membership starting early next year.

We shall show to Russia that Ukraine is gone from an imperial grey zone.

3-075-0000
Brando Benifei (S&D). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, sono passati pitt di sette mesi da
quando lesercito russo, su ordine di Vladimir Putin, iniziava a invadere 'Ucraina. Messo ora di
fronte ai fatti e al fallimento del suo piano, il regime russo sta agendo sempre pit in modo
criminale e ricattatorio.

L’'Unione europea deve essere unita nel condannare le annessioni illegali avvenute con dei
referendum farsa e deve invece sforzarsi di portare al tavolo tutti i principali attori mondiali per
lavorare per una pace giusta. Giovedi si riunira per la prima volta la Comunita politica europea, un
progetto nato per dare subito un ancoraggio stabile all'integrazione europea e alla sicurezza
dell'Ucraina. Andiamo avanti in questa direzione.

I ruolo autonomo e una voce forte dell’Europa possono essere decisivi per evitare un’escalation
che veda Russia e Stati Uniti impiantare un nuovo bipolarismo da guerra fredda. Non ne abbiamo
bisogno. Serve invece coraggio e ambizione. Il mondo ¢ cambiato. Cambi anche 'Unione europea,
superando le divisioni e lavorando per costruire una pace duratura.

3-076-0000
Asger Christensen (Renew). — Hr. formand! Jeg har en grundleeggende tro pa nationalstaternes
frihed til selv at bestemme og valge, hvor man vil here til. Derfor er det helt uacceptabelt med den
annektering, som Rusland har foretaget med start den 24. februar, og nu senest med den sabotage,
vi har set teet pd Danmark og Sverige i @stersgen. Sa i kelvandet pa krigen ser vi krigsforbrydelser,
som er 2022 helt, helt uverdige. Den russiske aggression setter en stopper for eksport af
fadevarer fra Ukraine, med de store konsekvenser det har for tredjelande. Krigen har ogsé fort en
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alvorlig energikrisen med sig, som far energipriserne til at stige til himlen, og som har store
konsekvenser for de europaiske husholdninger og virksomheder. Vi ser ind i en lang og kold
vinter. Derfor skal vi handle nu. Nar Putin tvinger os til at skrue ned for varmen, sd ma vi ege vores
energiproduktion af vedvarende energi, kul, olie og skifergas. Sddan beskytter vi en europzisk
suverenitet.

3.077-0000
Angelika Niebler (PPE). — Herr Prisident, Herr Vizeprisident der Europdischen Kommission,
Herr Ratsvertreter, liebe Kolleginnen, liebe Kollegen! Russische Teilmobilisierung, nukleares
Sibelrasseln, unrechtmiflige Annexion der besetzten Gebiete: Putin fithrt einen immer
aggressiveren Angriffskrieg. Die Ukraine verteidigt sich tapfer, kimpft fiir sich selbst, aber auch fiir
unsere Interessen und braucht weiter unsere volle Unterstiitzung. Ich begriiffe, dass an einem
achten Sanktionspaket jetzt gearbeitet wird.

Der Krieg trifft aber auch uns in der Européischen Union massiv. Wir miissen alles unternehmen,
um die explodierenden Energiepreise in den Griff zu bekommen. Haushalte konnen ihre
Rechnungen nicht mehr bezahlen, die horrenden Strom- und Gaspreise treiben unsere Betriebe in
die Insolvenz. Ich begriie die beschlossenen Notmaffnahmen der Energieminister. Sie sind ein
wichtiger erster Schritt, aber sie miissen jetzt auch schnell und unbiirokratisch umgesetzt werden,
und es miissen noch weitere Manahmen folgen.

Wir brauchen erstens eine Gaspreisbremse, ohne die Versorgungssicherheit zu gefihrden. Die
Gaspreisbremse 10st nicht alle Probleme, aber sie schafft Luft, um das Angebot hier etwas
hochzufahren. Wir brauchen zweitens einen gemeinsamen Einkauf von Gas und Fliissiggas, und
wir miissen unser Strompreisindex-System {iberarbeiten, wie die aktuelle Situation gezeigt hat.

3-078-0000
Marina Kaljurand (S&D). — Austatud istungi juhataja! Head kolleegid! Viimased nidalad on
olnud murrangulised ja voib tunduda, et sdda on joudmas 16ppstaadiumisse. Ukraina vdit on
vddramatu ja Putini hiving on vaid aja kiisimus. Kuid kiisimus on, millal see juhtub ja kui palju
halba jouab Putini reziim veel teha. Selles olukorras on Ukraina igakiilgne toetamine olulisem kui
kunagi varem: itheskoos, solidaarselt ja jouliselt. Ka siis, kui see tdhendab majandusraskusi meie
inimestele — need ei ole vorreldavad sdjaporguga. Kohklejatele on mul iiks soovitus. Minge
Ukrainasse ja radkige ukrainlastega!

Me ei tohi visida ja me ei tohi jdrele anda neile, kes rddgivad ,rahust iga hinnaga“. Rahu saab tulla
ainult Ukraina poolt mairatud tingimustel ja need sdnastas president Zelenskoi viga selgelt oma
kones URO Peaassambleel. Ta nimetas viit tingimust, alustades Ukraina territoriaalse terviklikkuse
taastamisest ning ldpetades Kremli kurjategijate toomisega Rahvusvahelise Kohtu ette. Elagu
Ukraina! Slava Ukraini!

3-079-0000
Nils Torvalds (Renew). — Mr President, Commissioner, Minister, we actually know how the
Russian war against Ukraine will end. It will end in a total moral, societal, economical collapse of
Russia, and we already see the first sign of it. But this road to collapse is long and it’s lined with
untold sufferings and human deaths.

Along this Via Dolorosa marches the Ukrainian army and peoples of Ukraine. In comparison with
them, we have a fairly easy walk, but we already complain, sometimes in a unduly manner. Now
it's time for us to make some small sacrifices. But making these small sacrifices, we should also be
able to open up a perspective for Europe in the future.

Forty-seven years ago the Conference of Security and Cooperation opened in Helsinki. The
principles of the final act have then been torn into pieces by Vladimir Putin and Russia.
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We need a new Conference. We need to get Europe on a new path away from the mortal path
Russia under Putin has chosen.

3-080-0000
Sandra Kalniete (PPE). — Mr. President, Commissioner, colleagues! Putins draud ar kodoltriecienu.
NATO bridina Putinu par katastrofilam sekam. Ukraina gatavojas kodoltriecienam. Sie zinu
virsraksti atspogulo eskalaciju, kuras avots ir Kremlis. Putins grib iebiedét tos, kas atbalsta Ukrainu
tas taisnigaja cina. Tas nedrikst notikt. Eiropa neviens nedrikst lauties iltizijai, ka ar Putinu var
sarunat, un vin§ — ak, brinums — atjaunos gazes plismu un novérsis ziemas aukstumu. Tiesi
otradi — Eiropas Savienibai ir japalielina ieroc¢u piegades Ukrainai, jo katra nakama uzvara tuvina
Putina rezima beigas, jo Krievija zaudétajus nemil. Eiropas Savienibai jakoncentré ekonomiskais
spiediens, nosakot cenu griestus naftai un gazei, bloké&ot kodoldegvielas eksportu. Nespéja
vienoties par sankcijam ir kauns, kas parada, ka Putina Eiropas draugi Seit strada. Tapat nav
saprotams, kapéc Ukraina ir sanémusi tikai vienu miljardu no solitajiem deviniem. Cerams, ka tie
pieci miljardi, par kuriem tikko parakstita vienosanas, Kijevu sasniegs atrak. Slava Ukrainai !
Varoniem slava !

3-081-0000
Javier Moreno Sinchez (S&D). — Sefior presidente, Putin estd perdiendo la guerra en términos
morales y politicos. A su demencia guerrera sus propios valientes jovenes le dicen «no» y huyen del
pais. A su pantomima de referéndum la comunidad internacional le dice «no». Le queda la baza
econémica, con la energia como arma de guerra, y la amenaza nuclear como arma psicoldgica.

Ante este chantaje la Unién Europea debe seguir con la misma firmeza, unidad y solidaridad
mostradas hasta ahora.

Sefiorfas, obviamente esto conlleva un coste para los ciudadanos y las ciudadanas, a los que
debemos proteger ante la crisis energética y la inseguridad alimentaria. Sigamos diversificando
nuestras fuentes de suministro, las compras conjuntas de gas y las reservas estratégicas.
Apostemos por la energia verde y pongamos en practica el Acuerdo de seguridad alimentaria
alcanzado en la OMC el pasado mes de junio.

Por alusiones, le dirfa a la sefiora Montserrat que los impuestos sirven para garantizar los servicios
publicos que su partido quiere privatizar. Le recuerdo que este verano los incendios no los han
apagado empresas privadas.

3-082-0000
Bart Groothuis (Renew). — Mr President, dear Commissioner, dear Minister, dear colleagues, for
the past ten years, Russia has invested significantly in its capability for deep-sea water research, or
the sabotage capability, as we know it. For the past three years, Russia deliberately disconnected
itself from the internet twice without severe consequences for its own economy or society. In the
end of this year, internet cables were cut in Norway, Svalbard, where EU Galileo ground stations
are present. All this time, this House asked for action, swift action.

Last week, two, not three, four times Nord Stream 1 and Nord Stream 2 were sabotaged. This
morning only, President von der Leyen announced a new plan to protect our critical infrastructure
below sea. She announced satellite surveillance, stress tests and more cooperation.

Well, dear colleagues, that’s not even close to what is needed. This House has the ideas what is
needed, we will put them forward in the next couple of months and we hope to cooperate with
you, dear Commissioner. Boost the Maritime Safety Agency in Lisbon that connects European
coast guards, navies. Make it into a new paramilitary venue. Place sensors in our water, use
industry data. Create PESCO projects to technically update our submarines for this task.
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And last but not least, attribute — make sure that every incident is reported, investigated towards
the culprit together with NATO and neighbouring countries. Thank you, Slava Ukraini!

3-083-0000
Ludék Niedermayer (PPE). — Mr President, dear colleagues, dear guests, it was great to see such a
strong sense of unity here of all, except of a very, very few. I guess it’s clear what should be our
reaction to escalation of the situation and increase of the risks.

First, this is political support, at least as strong as was shown today, this morning. The second,
economic support, I mean, economic sanctions and as well, obviously the financial support of
Ukraine. We also should not forget the humanitarian part of the problem. There are millions of
people in Ukraine that have lost their homes and they can suffer in winter, and they count on our
support.

[ also very much appreciate statements of the Commission on the energy. Very good proposals
from the Commission can help us to avoid huge economic risks this winter and later, this is very
important, and also keep the social stability that is needed for continuation of current right course
of our policy.

3-084-0000
Kathleen Van Brempt (S&D). — Voorzitter, collega’s, Oekraine is een vrij en een onafhankelijk
land. Het is een democratie en het is Poetin, en Poetin alleen, die met zijn illegale aanval op
Ockraine terug oorlog op het Europese continent heeft gebracht.

Het antwoord daarop, collega’s, en daar zijn we het over eens, moet zijn: eenheid, samenwerking
en solidariteit. En ja, die hebben we getoond. Enerzijds met de uitgebreide steun aan Oekraine,
maar ook opeenvolgende sanctiepakketten die ervoor moeten zorgen dat de geldkraan wordt
dichtgedraaid voor de oorlog die Poetin voert. Het is om die reden dat ik er wél voorstander van
ben om ook diamant in die sanctiepakketten op te nemen, en ik zeg dat als Antwerpse.

Diezelfde eenheid, samenwerking en solidariteit hebben we nodig in het aanpakken van de
energiecrisis. En daar, beste collega’s, schort het vandaag toch een beetje aan die eenheid en
solidariteit in de Raad — die is ver zoek — maar ook in de daadkracht van de Commissie. Beste
commissaris, alstublieft, ik heb goede dingen gehoord van Ursula von der Leyen deze ochtend. Het
is nu tijd voor acties. Zet een plafond op die prijs. Zorg ervoor dat er een ontkoppeling is van de
elektriciteit en de gasprijs. Dat zal ervoor zorgen dat de steun onder de Europese bevolking voor
de steun aan Oekraine blijft.

3-085-0000
Marie-Pierre Vedrenne (Renew). — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, Monsieur
le Ministre, au Parlement européen, cceur de la démocratie européenne, nous affirmons une
nouvelle fois notre soutien sans faille aux Ukrainiens. Nous condamnons fermement l'escalade,
comme nous avons condamné toutes les actions de Vladimir Poutine. Celle de faire revenir la
guerre en Europe, celle d’organiser des élections fantoches, celle d’oppresser des millions
d’Ukrainiens qui ne se battent pas seulement pour leur liberté, mais qui se battent bien aussi pour
la démocratie, la démocratie européenne.

Apres tous ces mois, 'Ukraine reste forte et déterminée. Aujourd’hui, nous nous devons de
continuer d’étre a la hauteur du courage du peuple ukrainien. Ne cédons pas aux sirénes des
populistes qui diffusent la propagande du Kremlin. Le huitieme paquet de sanctions est une
nécessité, un levier fondamental pour asphyxier 'économie russe. Le courage des Ukrainiens, leur
soif de liberté rappellent la mesure des défis qui nous attendent.
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Il est nécessaire de continuer, avec les autres démocraties, de travailler pour consolider notre
autonomie stratégique, consolider nos approvisionnements. Et pour cela, nous devons étre unis et
forts.

3-086-0000
Karlo Ressler (PPE). — Postovani predsjedavajudi, uz brutalno krsenje medunarodnog poretka,
otvorene prijetnje nuklearnim napadom, ruski rezim poceo je i energetiku koristiti kao instrument
rata protiv Europe, kao sredstvo politicke i gospodarske ucjene.

Suprotno onome $to smo mogli ¢uti od zastupnika Kolakusica, povijest nam pokazuje da
popustanje ili razjedinjenost pred tiranijom ili pred imperijalizmom ne moze pomo¢i. Upravo
suprotno. Povijest nam takoder pokazuje da ne doprinosi niti relativiziranje agresije, a posebno je
neshvatljivo kada to dolazi iz usta kolege koji takoder dolazi iz drzave koja je prije samo 30
godina bila zrtva sli¢ne agresije. Kolegice i kolege, ishod rata u Ukrajini oblikovat ¢e buducnost
cijele Europe. Zato je ovo civilizacijski test za Europu. Zato je nuzno zajednistvo i jedinstvo u
podrsci ukrajinskom narodu. Zato je nuzan povratak temeljnim europskim politikama,
politikama zdravoga razuma, osobito u podrucju obrane, sigurnosti i energetike.

Zato je to, u konacnici, i pitanje opstanka u novoj nemilosrdnoj eri globalne neizvjesnosti.

3-087-0000
Dietmar Koster (S&D). — Herr Président! Dieser volkerrechtswidrige Krieg Russlands gegen die
Ukraine muss so schnell wie moglich beendet werden. Die neuesten MafSnahmen des russischen
Regimes wie die illegalen Referenden, die erneute Annexion und die Drohung, Atomwaffen
einzusetzen, sind strikt zuriickzuweisen.

Ein Atomkrieg wird zur vollkommenen Vernichtung aller Seiten fithren. Er muss auf jeden Fall mit
allen Anstrengungen verhindert werden. Daher muss jetzt endlich die Diplomatie zu ihrem Recht
kommen, was {ibrigens die Auffassung von 77 % der Deutschen ist. Es miissen auf allen
politischen Ebenen Verhandlungsangebote gemacht werden, um einen Waffenstillstand zu
erreichen.

Leider ist die Kommission in dieser Hinsicht vollkommen untitig. Der einseitige Ansatz,
Bellizistinnen und Bellizisten zuvorderst auf Waffen zu setzen und die Entscheidung auf dem
Schlachtfeld zu suchen, ist ein sehr gefdhrlicher und riskanter Weg. Wir brauchen eine duale
Strategie. Ja, wir miissen die Ukraine 6konomisch, politisch und auch militdrisch unterstiitzen,
aber wir brauchen zugleich auch diplomatische Anstrengungen. Und hier passiert einfach zu
wenig.

Zudem sollten wir den Widerstand der Russen gegen den Krieg unterstiitzen.
Kriegsdienstverweigerer und Deserteure widersetzen sich dem volkerrechtswidrigen Krieg
Russlands, und wir sollten hier in Europa viel mehr tun, um denen die Moglichkeit zu geben, in die
Europdische Union zu kommen.

3-088-0000
Frances Fitzgerald (PPE). — Mr President, colleagues, the war has entered a critical new stage,
with new victories from our brave and fighting Ukrainians every day. Ukrainian forces are
advancing and regaining strategically important cities. Yet, as Ukraine advance, Putin ups his
brinkmanship. The annexation by Russia of four Ukrainian regions last week further signified a
deepening of his war efforts. His ruthlessness is exemplified by harrowing images of Ukrainians
forced to vote at gunpoint and, of course, the shocking images of recently released prisoners of
war. So too, the explosion within the Nord Stream 2 pipeline and the threat of the use of nuclear
weapons.
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We too in Ireland must defend our crucial infrastructure off the coast. The threat draws closer.
Democracy can prevail in Ukraine, but only with united support and I mean united — right across
Europe, on all fronts. Absolute support on sanctions. Ukrainians are fighting for our values, our
democracies. They fight for us.

3-089-0000
Francisco José Millan Mon (PPE). — Sefior presidente, ante esta nueva escalada, quiero destacar
hoy aqui la importancia de que la Unién Europea comunique de forma eficaz su posicion.

Hay que mantener la mayorfa de 141 paises que en marzo condenaron la agresion rusa en la
Asamblea General de las Naciones Unidas y conseguir que esa condena se traduzca también en

hechos.

En efecto, muy pocos terceros paises aplican todavia nuestras sanciones y me preocupa, ademds,
el cambio del sentido del voto de Brasil y de Gabon en la reciente votacion en el Consejo de
Seguridad (ambos se han abstenido).

Lavrov desarrollé una amplia agenda diplomatica también en Africa en estos meses. El presidente
de la Unién Africana pidié recientemente en Mosct el levantamiento de las sanciones europeas.
Hace pocos dias hemos visto a Putin en Samarcanda con los mdximos dirigentes de la India y de
China.

Putin no estd todavia plenamente aislado. Tenemos que intensificar nuestra ofensiva diplomatica,
en la que debe implicarse mds, por ejemplo, el presidente del Consejo Europeo.

Sefiorias, no es momento de ambigiiedades ni de equidistancias. Este es un conflicto entre Rusia y
la comunidad internacional. No es una mera guerra entre europeos. Su alcance es mucho mayor.

Y el resto del mundo, sefior comisario, sefior vicepresidente, deberfa ser consciente y actuar en
consecuencia.

3-090-0000
Traian Basescu (PPE). — Domnule presedinte, domnule comisar, Europa trece printr-o crizd
majord de securitate si o crizd majord energeticd. De ce am ajuns aici? Pentru cd in schimbul
gazelor, titeiului §i carbunelui din Rusia am acceptat situatia din Transnistria, masacrul de la
Groznai, anexarea provinciilor Osetia si Abhazia din Georgia, anexarea Crimeei. Ne-am limitat la
sanctiuni fard niciun efect pentru Rusia.

Mai mult, in 2008, un stat european a blocat accesul Ucrainei in NATO. Azi, Putin amenintd
Ucraina si Europa cu arma nucleard, motivand cd si Statele Unite au utilizat-o in ’45. Da, in 1945
s-a pus capdt celui de al Doilea Rdzboi Mondial, pe cind utilizarea armei nucleare azi, in Ucraina,
inseamna inceperea unui rizboi nuclear. Ucraina trebuie sprijinitd cu armament pentru a-si elibera
propriul teritoriu. Abia apoi pot sd inceapd negocierile.

3-091-0000
Vladimir Bil¢ik (PPE). — Vizeny pan predsedajiici, bezprecedentny utok, agresia, vojnové
zloc¢iny, jadrova hrozba, mobilizacia, referendd, anexia. Slovd o tom, ¢o eskaldcia znamend v
praxi. Rusko postupne prekracuje pomyselnt ¢iaru, ni¢i Ukrajinu, ohrozuje eur6psku bezpecnost
a Sliape na medzindrodny poriadok. Eurépska odpoved, dimy a pani, musi byt jednozna¢na.
Musime byt jednotni, rozhodni, spdjat sily aj so spojencami vo svete, podporovat Ukrajinu este
viac a ukazat, Ze sa Moskvou nenechdme vydierat. Rusko sa pustilo cestou, z ktorej niet ndvratu.
Opustilo spolo¢nost vyspelych krajin a pridalo sa medzi vyvrhelov globdlnej politiky. Kazda
investicia do vitazstva Ukrajiny je investicia do nasej eurdpskej slobody a bezpecnosti. Je
investiciou do eurdpskej demokracie, do lepsej budiicnosti, v ktorej Ukrajina uspeje. Ako



05-10-2022 65

kandidatska krajina sa stane sticastou nasho politického priestoru. Stojme pri Ukrajine. Je v zdpase
o svoje uzemie, svoje hodnoty, svojich Tudi. Ukrajinci vedia najlepsie, ako tuto vojnu vyhrat.
Poc¢tvajme ich a poskytujme im, ¢o potrebujt. Slava Ukrajiny.

3-092-0000

President. — Dear colleagues, just to apologise, but blue cards will not be issued as we are running
out of time and we need to start voting soon.

3-093-0000
Suncana Glavak (PPE). — Postovani predsjedavajudi, kolegice i kolege, osudujudi rusku nasilnu
aneksiju teritorija suverene drzave, potvrdili smo nasu zajednicku odlu¢nost u potpori slobodi i
ocuvanju teritorijalne cjelovitosti Ukrajine, ali i dobili onu potvrdu politickog i ekonomskog $to
treba stajati iza jedne zemlje.

Okupacija i nastojanje nasilnog oduzimanja i nezakonitog prisvajanja tudeg teritorija,
najflagrantniji su primjeri krSenja zakonitog sustava na kojemu je zasnovan europski i svjetski
poredak, a posljedice osje¢amo svi - preko $pekulativnih cijena energenata i namjera onih koji Zele
iskoristiti rat za druge interese.

Ukrajinu neemo napustiti bez obzira na prijetnje i zastraSivanja koja dolaze iz Kremlja jer,
posebno mi iz Hrvatske, koji smo ne tako davno bili izloZeni agresiji i podnijeli velike Zrtve,
znamo cijeniti slobodu za koju smo se izborili kako bismo uzivali vrijednosti na kojima pociva
Europska unija.
Jasna je razlika izmedu nas koji govorimo jezikom mira i onih koji govore jezikom rata. Moramo
ustrajati u svojim politikama i svojim vrijednostima, no biti svjesni ruske strategije u
geopolitickom smislu i imperijalistickih teznji. U obrani demokratskih vrijednosti, trebamo
poduprijeti mjere.
3-094-0000

Catch-the-eye procedure

3-095-0000
Eugen Tomac (PPE). - Domnule presedinte, cred cd nu mai e un secret pentru nimeni cd Putin s-a
compromis pentru totdeauna si incearcd s compromitd definitiv orice relatie pe care o putem
construi dupd incheierea pacii cu Rusia. Cred ci a sosit momentul s rimanem mult mai uniti,
mult mai fermi in orice directie ce tine de Ucraina, pentru ca Putin n-a reusit sa isi atingd obiectivul
de a anexa Ucraina doar in cateva sdptdmani, pentru cd am fost uniti.

Astdzi, armata Ucrainei este mult mai determinatd, mult mai bine organizatd, mult mai
mobilizatd, tocmai pentru cd simte sprijinul nostru, iar Putin este tot mai derutat si amenintd
continuu cu arma nucleard. Cred cd soseste timpul in care acest tiran va intelege cd nu mai poate
continua cu aceasta politicd a terorii si a santajului. Este momentul sa rimanem si mai uniti, si mai
solidari, si mai determinati in a-l infrunta pe acest tiran.

3-096-0000
Maria Grapini (S&D). - Domnule presedinte, domnule comisar, vreau sd va adresez o intrebare
legat de ce a declarat doamna presedintd a Comisiei Europene. Sigur, conflictul din Ucraina
accentueazd criza energetici. A afirmat aici, doamna presedintd, cd e nevoie de plafonarea
preturilor la gaze si cred cd toatd lumea este de acord. Dar vreau sd vd intreb ce a inteles doamna
presedintd prin ,,un nivel omogen” in piata Uniunii Europene? Ce inseamna un nivel omogen ?

Sunt tari in care consumul pe cap de locuitor este de patru ori mai mic decat media din Uniunea
Europeand, asa cum este consumul din tara mea. Cel care consuma cel mai putin, mai poate sd
suporte o reducere? Eu cred cd aici trebuie sd fim atenti si Comisia trebuie sd propund un
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mecanism care sd nu dezavantajeze pe cetdtenii europeni care au in acest moment consumul cel
mai mic, i acesti cetdteni sunt cei din tara mea.

3-097-0000
T'ewpyroc Kuptoog (Renew). — Kipie Tpoedpe, o moAepog mou dieEayet 1 Pooia oty Oukpavia £xet
pmel oe véa gaon kat auto pag emfalder véeg unoypenoels. Ot Oukpavol amodetkviovtat yevvaiot Kat
AMOTENEOLLATIKOL, Kait TIPEMEL va aurooupe TV eupwmnaikn otpatiwtikn fondeia. Eaptavtar unepPfolika
amod TV AHEPIKAVIKT] OTPATLOTIKT Bordela Kat auTd PUMOpPEL Va ENNPEAOEL TIG ENAOYEG TOUG 0TO [EANOV.
KepdiCoupe ) payn tov 1deav kat g mAnpoopnons évavtt tou [TouTy, 0 0moiog yia mpeTn opa £Xel
£00TEPIKA TpofAnuata. [Tpenet OpwG va KALAKOGOULE TNV TPOOTADELD KAL V& PNV EMITPEYOULE OE
dagopa €idn Aaikiotov va meptopicovy v anoteheopatikotnta mg. Téhog, eEakoloudolv duotuyig
Vo umapyouv eupemaika peydha cupgépovia mou Pyalouv moANG Ae@td xpnpatodoTOVTAS TOV
enwetikd molepo tou [Movmwv. Tlpénel va emiPfaloupe mpOcVeToUG MeEPLOPLOROUG. Aev emTpémeTal ot
duoieg Tov mOANGVY va cuvdualovtat pie Ty kepdOoKOTIA TGV AlywV.

3-098-0000
(Koniec rozpravy podla postupu “catch the eye”)

3-099-0000
Maro$ SefCovic, Vice-President of the Commission. — Mr President, Mr President of the Council of
the European Union, dear Minister Bek, today’s debate focuses on the most important challenges
of today’s Europe. You all mentioned war on our continent, and rightly pointed out the serious
concerns of the people in Europe over high inflation, high energy prices, overall social cohesion,
and over the future of our businesses and industry.

I really would like to thank all the honourable Members for what I felt was truly overwhelming
support and solidarity with the Ukrainian people. I think that we can also state that every day, we
see that our support is crucial, that it works and that it brings tangible results. No sham
referendums are going to change that.

[ agree with Mr Austrevic¢ius and with Mr Millin Mon that the decisions we are taking today will
frame the European and, I would say, global security for many decades.

Almost all of you honourable Members highlighted how important the unity and solidarity are to
deal with current energy prices and high inflation. As Ms Vautmans has said, this is a time for truly
European solutions because only that approach will bring the results we need.

You know that, together with your support, we already did a lot. We reduced gas consumption,
we decreased the gas supplies coming from Russia in a significant manner and we filled up our gas
storages. But we all know that more is needed and therefore, we are going to skim off the
exceptional profits of the energy companies to support vulnerable citizens and businesses. Thanks
to the excellent work of the Czech Presidency, we already found an agreement on REPowerEU to
provide additional resources in those efforts.

It is clear that the next days will be of crucial importance for pushing our actions to the next level.
President von der Leyen will send a roadmap in a letter to prepare the ground for the meeting of
EU leaders in Prague. We will complement it with our negotiations with trusted partners, such as,
for example, Norway, to dampen the price we pay for energy. And we are going to use much more
our strong market power as a big economy and very important energy importer.

I am sure that our suppliers, especially our friends and allies, want not only to conclude the deals
which are beneficial for both sides, but they also want to support us in our principled positions to
help Ukraine and further increase pressure on the Russian aggressors. We want to make sure that
we will take advantage of our big internal market and we will strengthen our energy platform to
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avoid a situation where Member States are competing with each other, but rather we would work
with them to support a common approach.

To take on the inflationary impact of gas on electricity, today, the President of the Commission
was very clear in sending clear signals on our readiness to discuss a cap on price for gas for
generating electricity. We see it as another step not only to develop the new post-TTF price
benchmark, but also to structurally reform our electricity market as called for by Mr Jadot or Ms
Van Brempt, and to do it in a way that will not only decouple gas from its unproportional impact
on electricity price, but to forge a new framework which will correspond to our goals to be a
climate-neutral continent by 2050.

On top of this, we are working on the adaptation of a temporary state aid framework to the
current energy situation. I want to assure you that we hear very loud and clear your calls to look
for additional ways on how to tackle high inflation, reduce energy prices and preserve our
competitiveness and, most importantly, for our citizens to uphold social standards in Europe.

There have been concrete questions by Mr Muresan on Moldova. Just to be very brief, on top of
our budgetary support and our macro financial assistance in more than EUR 225 million together,
we are also helping through the EIB and we are helping by sending out Frontex officers to deal
with the migratory flows.

[ also want to acknowledge the very clear questions and points by Ms Fritzon and Ms Kumpula-
Natri concerning the visas for Russians. Here, I think the very concrete guidelines proposed by my
colleague Ylva Johansson are the best way forward.

To Mr Bart Groothuis, I want to reassure him that we are ready to explore all possibilities, to look
for additional avenues on how to better protect our critical infrastructure. I will be looking
forward to our cooperation in that regard.

So to conclude, honourable Members, I would really like to thank you for today’s debate, for
bringing also new ideas to the table, and to really make sure that, as we always do, we will prevail
through this crisis and we will emerge stronger from this very challenging experience.

3-100-0000
Mikuld§ Bek, President-in-Office of the Council. — MrPresident, honourable Members,
Commissioner. By the way, I appreciate the opportunity to speak to a full House for a change. The
views expressed here today bear witness to this Parliament’s overwhelming and continued support
for the EU’s course of action towards Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine.

Listening to you, I reiterate the words expressed by the High Representative. Our efforts must
continue. Our strategy to counter Russia’s offensive has worked until now and must be sustained:
support Ukraine in all terms, pressure Russia and engage with the rest of the world.

We will continue to provide military assistance to the Ukrainian Government to ensure that recent
military gains are sustainable in the long run. We also need to continue supporting Ukraine
financially in a predictable way. In working with our international partners, we will make sure that
Russia is held accountable for the crimes it has committed and we will develop stronger tools to
counter Russia’s parallel war of disinformation.

High Representative Borrell spoke at the beginning about the eighth sanctions package, and here I
am pleased to inform you that the EU ambassadors, Coreper, confirmed agreement on this
package a couple of minutes ago. We see this package as a further step to isolate the Russian
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regime and weaken its capacity to pursue this war of aggression. The new sanctions package also
represents a strong condemnation of the recent sham referenda and of Russia’s illegal annexation
of Ukrainian territories.

President, Vice-President of the Commission, honourable Members, as you know, the motto of
our Presidency is ‘Europe as a Task, inspired by an essay by Czech President Vdclav Havel. It is
symbolically today, the day of Vaclav Havel’s birthday, that we are discussing one of the most
important tasks that lie ahead of us. Many thanks for your attention.

3-101-0000
Predsedajici. - Bolo mi predlozenych pit navrhov uzneseni na ukoncenie rozpravy. Rozprava sa
tymto skoncila. Hlasovanie o rezolucii sa uskuto¢ni zajtra.

Pisomné vyhldsenia (cldnok 171)

3-101-6250
Vilija Blinkeviciaté (S&D), rastu. — Visas pasaulis Zavisi nepalauziama Ukrainos Zmoniy, kurie
rodo didzZiulj pasiaukojimg gindami savo $alj, drgsa. Taciau su didZiuliu nerimu ir jtampa stebime
vis blogéjancia situacija ir vis agresyvesnius Rusijos veiksmus ir jos siekj i§draskyti suverenig ir
nepriklausoma valstybe. Vienareik$miskai ir grieztai smerkiame Rusijos agresijos karg ir jos
bandymus jéga ir prisidengiant fiktyviais referendumais uZimti teritorijas bei masinius ir
Siurkscius Zmogaus teisiy pazeidimus ir karo nusikaltimus, kuriuos Ukrainoje jvykdé Rusijos
ginkluotosios pajégos, jy jgaliotiniai ir okupacinés Rusijos paskirtos valdzios institucijos. Visos
Ukraing remiancios Salys privalo skubiai ir solidZiai padidinti savo karing pagalbg, ypac tose
srityse, kuriose jos praso Ukrainos vyriausybé, kad Ukraina galéty susigraZinti visos savo
tarptautiniu mastu pripazintos teritorijos kontrolg ir sékmingai apsiginti nuo bet kokios tolesnés
Rusijos agresijos. Gerbiami kolegos, | Europg grizo karas. Miisy pareiga yra uztikrinti misy
kontinento taikg ateinancioms kartoms, todél privalome susitelkti ir bati vieningi padédami
Ukrainai jos ir visy miisy kovoje su Rusija.

3-101-6875

Marc Botenga (The Left), par écrit. — Par l'annexion illégale de territoires ukrainiens et la menace
nucléaire, Vladimir Poutine continue sur la voie de l'escalade. La fuite en avant. Mais,
paradoxalement, la situation sur le terrain offre une fenétre d'opportunité pour la diplomatie. Le
président russe sait qu'aucun décret d’annexion illégale n’arrivera a cacher I'impasse militaire dans
laquelle se trouve actuellement l'offensive russe. Ce n’est pas une coincidence si Poutine a appelé a
la diplomatie méme dans son discours d’annexion. Une impasse sur le champ de bataille offre
souvent une opportunité importante pour relancer les négociations. En plus, des pays importants
comme I'Inde ou la Chine, qui ne soutiennent ni l'invasion russe, ni la politique européenne de
sanctions et de livraisons d’armes, poussent Poutine a la négociation. Depuis le début de la guerre,
I'Union européenne n’a pas pris une seule initiative diplomatique sérieuse. C’est irresponsable.
Dans un contexte ou une guerre nucléaire et I'escalade du conflit bien au-dela des frontieres de la
région semblent des risques toujours plus tangibles, nous avons le devoir d’essayer une grande
initiative diplomatique. Certes, la diplomatie peut échouer, mais la seule facon de le savoir, c’est de
tenter. Les classes travailleuses n’ont rien a gagner a une escalade de guerre.

3-101-7187
Joachim Stanistaw Brudzifiski (ECR), na pismie. — Polska od wielu lat ostrzegala Unig
Europejskg i $wiat przed rosngcym zagrozeniem ze strony Rosji. Zwracala uwage na to, jak
tragiczne w skutkach bedzie uzaleznianie si¢ od dostaw strategicznych surowcow z tego kraju.
Nie stuchano tego glosu, gdy budowano gazocigg Nord Stream, p6Zniej Nord Stream 2. Niestety
nadal nie stucha si¢ glosu narodu, ktéry bolesnie przekonal si¢ do czego zdolny jest rosyjski
imperializm. Co wigcej, penalizuje si¢ Polske przy kazdej mozliwej okazji, chociaz ta wspiera
walczgcg Ukraing od pierwszego dnia tej zbrodniczej agresji.
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Kraje Europy powinny jak najszybciej wyciggnaé wnioski ze swoich dotychczasowych dziatan.
Skonczy¢ robienie interesow z agresorem, ktéry sieje terror i morduje cywildw. Im wigcej
niepowodzen militarnych Rosji, tym bardziej eskaluje ona zbrodnicze ataki na ludno$¢ cywilna.
Najwyzszy czas, by kraje Europy Zachodniej przejrzaly na oczy, by byly przynajmniej madre po
szkodzie, jesli nie wykazaly si¢ ta przezorno$cig wczesniej. Zadnego przyzwolenia na zbrodnie
Rosji. Zadnych intereséw ze zbrodniarzami!

3-101-7500
Ivan Stefanec (PPE), pisomne. — V siilade s Chartou OSN a s medzinarodnym pravom maja vietky
Staty rovnaké pravo na zvrchovanost a tzemnt celistvost. V rdmci medzindrodnych vztahov st
Staty povinné zdrzat sa pouzitia hrozby alebo sily proti tzemnej celistvosti alebo politickej
nezavislosti iného statu. Akdkolvek anexia Gizemia jedného $ttu inym $tatom v dosledku hrozby
alebo pouzitia sily je v jednoznacnom rozpore s Chartou OSN a s medzindrodnym pravom.
Rusko vSak posledné mesiace nadalej pokracuje v nezdkonnej, nevyprovokovanej a
neoddvodnenej atocnej vojne proti Ukrajine a jej obyvatelom. Aby to nestacilo, Rusko sa doptista
rozsiahleho a zdvazného poruSovania Tudskych prav, vojenskych zlo¢inov a zlocinov proti
Tudskosti. Preto je pre EU nesmierne dolezité opatovne vyjadrit svoju podporu pre Ukrajinu, jej
zvrchovanost, nezavislost a izemnd celistvost v rdmci medzindrodne uzndvanych hranic a trvat
na tom, aby boli pachatelia vyssie zmienenych zlocinov spravodlivo potrestani. Zaroven je
dolezité rusku agresiu ¢o najdoraznejSie odstdit. Rusko za vojnu nesie plnt zodpovednost, a
preto EU agresora vyzyva, aby tto¢nii vojnu okamZite zastavil a stiahol vetky svoje a spojenecké
sily zo vSetkych medzindrodne uznanych ukrajinskych Gzemi, vratane Krymu. V neposlednom
rade je taktieZ nevyhnutné ocenit obrovski odvahu ukrajinského ludu, ktory pri obrane nielen
svojej krajiny, ale aj eurépskych hodnot prindsa obrovské obete. Slava Ukrajine!

3-101-8750

Henna Virkkunen (PPE), kirjallinen. — Venija on muutamassa viikossa eskaloinut Ukrainassa
kdynnistimdnsd hyokkdyssodan uudelle, entistd vaarallisemmalle tasolle. Liikekannallepano,
tekaistut kansanddnestykset, laittomat alueliitokset, kaasuputkien rdjaytykset ja ydinaseilla uhkailu
ovat kaikki tuomittavia tekoja, joihin EU:n on vastattava uusilla kovilla pakotteilla ja lisidamalla
aseapua Ukrainalle. Uudet pakotteet ovat hyva askel, mutta ne eivit yksinddn riitd. Seuraavaksi
olisi laajennettava henkilopakotteita ulottumaan my6s Vendjan keskijohtoon ja heidin
perheisiinsd. Samoin EU:n isojen jasenmaiden olisi syytd nyt nopeasti tehdd uusia pdatoksid
aseavusta Ukrainalle. Tdssd Yhdysvallat ndyttdd hienoa esimerkkid. Sen aseavun ansiosta Ukraina
on viime pdivind saavuttanut merkittavid voittoja.

3.  ZloZenie politickych skupin
3-103-0000

President. — [ would inform you that Dace Melbarde is no longer sitting with the non-attached
Members. She joins the PPE Group as of today, 5 October 2022.

3-104-0000

VORSITZ: OTHMAR KARAS
Vizeprdsident

4.  Abstimmungsstunde

3-106-0000
Der Prisident. - Wir kommen nun zur Abstimmung. Wir haben eine lingere Abstimmung, und
ich bitte Sie daher, mich dabei zu unterstiitzen, indem Sie mir deutliche Zeichen setzen. Dann
konnen wir das moglichst rasch und ziigig durchfithren.
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(Abstimmungsergebnisse und sonstige Einzelheiten der Abstimmung: siehe Protokoll.)

4.1. Lagevon Roma-Gemeinschaften, die in Siedlungen in der EU leben (B9-
0413/2022) (Abstimmung)

4.2. Wichtigste Ziele fiir die Tagung der COP19 des CITES in Panama (B9-
0414/2022) (Abstimmung)

4.3. Die strategische Beziehung und Partnerschaft der EU mit dem Horn von
Afrika (A9-0207/2022 - Fabio Massimo Castaldo) (Abstimmung)

4.4. Zugang zu Wasser als Menschenrecht — die externe Dimension (A9-
0231/2022 - Miguel Urbdn Crespo) (Abstimmung)

4.5. Reaktion der EU auf die steigenden Energiepreise in Europa (RC-B9-
0416/2022, B9-0416/2022, B9-0417/2022, B9-0418/2022, B9-0419/2022,
B9-0420/2022, B9-0421/2022, B9-0422/2022) (Abstimmung)

3-112:0000
Der Prisident. — Damit ist die Abstimmungsstunde geschlossen.

5. Genehmigung des Protokolls der vorangegangenen Sitzung

3-114-0000
Der Prisident. — Das Protokoll der gestrigen Sitzung und die angenommenen Texte sind
verfigbar. Gibt es zu diesem vorliegenden Protokoll Einwinde? Das ist nicht der Fall, daher ist das
Protokoll damit genehmigt.

6. Bekidmpfung der von Putins europidischen Freunden
lancierten antieuropiischen und antiukrainischen Propaganda
(Aussprache iiber ein aktuelles Thema)

3-116-0000
Der Prisident. — Als nichster Punkt der Tagesordnung folgt die Aussprache iiber die
Bekimpfung der von Putins europiischen Freunden lancierten antieuropdischen und
antiukrainischen Propaganda (2022/2862(RSP)).

Ich mochte alle Mitglieder darauf hinweisen, dass es bei dieser Aussprache keine spontanten
Wortmeldungen gibt und dass keine blauen Karten akzeptiert werden.

3-117-0000
Stéphane Séjourné, auteur. — Monsieur le Président, chers colléegues, ce week-end, le président
d’une puissance nucléaire nous a désignés comme ennemis. Le président de Russie unie, le parti de
Poutine, a directement menacé d'utiliser des armes contre les villes européennes. Des députés de ce
méme parti, membres du parlement russe, ont appelé a des génocides, a des viols, a des
enlevements d’enfants ukrainiens. Vladimir Poutine, ses alliés et son parti veulent nous détruire,
détruire nos valeurs, détruire notre modele européen, détruire notre démocratie et détruire nos
droits — les droits des minorités, celui des enfants, celui des femmes. Ils le disent, ils 'assument: ils
détestent ce que nous sommes — une société d’hommes et de femmes libres et en sécurité.
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Vladimir Poutine n’a pas déclaré la guerre qu’a I'Ukraine, il a aussi déclaré la guerre a la démocratie.
Pourtant, en Europe, il y a des hommes et des femmes politiques qui continuent a le soutenir.
L'extréme gauche et I'extréme droite européennes répetent les éléments de langage du Kremlin
depuis maintenant quelques mois. Un jour 'OTAN est l'agresseur, un autre jour la Crimée a
toujours été russe. En ce moment, la ritournelle, c’est: les sanctions ne marchent pas. Je le dis a
l'extréme droite de I'hémicycle: comment osez-vous aujourd’hui demander la fin des sanctions?
Comment osez-vous servir les arguments que nous entendons a la télévision d’Etat russe toute la
journée? A I'heure actuelle la Russie ne produit plus de technologies de pointe, et son PIB est en
chute libre —il s’agit de la plus importante baisse quil ait connue depuis la fin de 'Union
soviétique.

Vous préférez souvent surfer sur la souffrance sociale et économique des Européens, mais cette
souffrance, elle est causée par la guerre de Poutine, pas par les sanctions. Et nous, nous y
répondons, dailleurs, ici, dans cet hémicycle, et nous y répondons en Européens: en réduisant nos
dépendances, en abaissant les factures des Européens, mais également en partageant, dans cet
hémicycle, nos votes — ce que, par vos votes, ici méme vous rejetez.

La question que je me pose, chers collegues, est la question centrale que chacun et chacune d’entre
vous devrait d’ailleurs se poser: pourquoi faites-vous cela? Mesdames et Messieurs les membres du
Rassemblement national, de la Lega, du Fidesz: pourquoi vouloir lever les sanctions contre la
Russie? Cela n’a aucun sens; nous devrions plutot tous, en Européens, étre derriere les Ukrainiens,
derriere le peuple ukrainien, qui, d’ailleurs, a fait le choix souverain d’avancer vers 'Europe. Quand
on se réclame souverainiste et que la souveraineté est une valeur du parti que 'on représente, on
soutient le peuple ukrainien.

Je m’ai que deux hypotheses, chers collegues: la premiere —la seule, potentiellement —, c’est — peut-
étre — les valises de billets, la seconde étant le soutien plein et entier au projet politique de Poutine.
La premiere hypothese mérite d’étre creusée. Nous l'avons déja évoquée dans cet hémicycle: plus
de 300 millions d’euros auraient été investis par I'Etat russe et par des partis politiques russes dans
des partis politiques européens. Certains, d’ailleurs, tels que la Lega, ont encore des accords avec le
parti de Vladimir Poutine. Quant a Viktor Orban, il visite plus Moscou que Bruxelles. En tout cas,
si vous étes cohérents, vous qui revendiquez étre les patriotes et les souverainistes, vous qui
revendiquez parfois étre les défenseurs d’une civilisation et d'un mode de vie européens, sachez
que vous avez fait le choix inverse. L'Europe ou Poutine? Vous avez choisi Poutine...

Chers collegues, je me tourne aussi, malheureusement, vers l'extréme gauche de cet hémicycle:
pourquoi refuser les armes a I'Ukraine? Quand on est pour 'émancipation des peuples, quand on
est pour lindépendance et l'autonomie des peuples, on est avec I'Ukraine. Mais, souvent,
'antiaméricanisme de I'extréme gauche se révele étre plus fort que la défense des opprimés.

Je m’adresse méme au centre de cet hémicycle, Monsieur le Commissaire, a notre propre camp,
celui des pro-Européens: pourquoi Silvio Berlusconi est-il encore membre du PPE, apres ses
déclarations hallucinantes sur 'Ukraine? Pourquoi tant de dirigeants bulgares et slovaques aux
propositions prorusses se disent-ils encore socialistes? Et pourquoi nos institutions, Monsieur le
Commissaire, continuent-elles de donner de I'argent a la Serbie de Vuci¢, lui aussi membre du PPE?

Alors, chers collegues, je n’irai pas plus loin: il faudra une enquéte internationale sur les
300 millions d’euros. Je conclus, Monsieur le Président: nous, citoyens, devons savoir mettre une
barriére en travers des liens qui existent entre ces partis politiques. C’est pour cela que mon groupe
politique a voulu ce débat, pour clarifier la position et les propositions des uns et des autres dans
cet hémicycle.
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3-118-0000
Mikula$ Bek, President-in-Office of the Council. — Mr President, honourable Members,
Commissioner, the issue of a healthy information ecosystem in Europe, free from intentional and
concerted attempts to distort it, is always an important topic. Given the current international
events surrounding our daily lives, today’s debate is even more relevant, and [ would like to thank
you for inviting the Council to take part.

In short, any false narratives and foreign information manipulation and interference in our
democracies and our democratic discourses cannot and should not be tolerated. Our societies
deserve to be free from any hostile influence and be able to make their own properly informed
decisions, whether it is on health matters, political parties they choose to vote for, or on global
events that directly or indirectly impact their lives.

Since the beginning of the Russian war of aggression against Ukraine, we see that there are active
attempts to manipulate the hearts and minds of European citizens. Sometimes these attempts are
broader in scale. Sometimes they are more focused on certain European countries and vulnerable
minorities within them. But they are undoubtedly present, and they are only getting more and
more daring and audacious.

Russian disinformation outlets aim at polarising our societies. They do that by combining pro-
Kremlin narratives with content on the divisive subjects that fringe movements in Europe focus
on: migration, anti-vaccine sentiment and climate change scepticism, for instance.

Such narratives are designed to misinform, mislead and, most importantly, to be divisive. This is
why the Council has clearly stated from the outset of the war that such hostile, opportunistic and
dangerous activities will not be tolerated, that our people must be protected from attempts to
distort reality.

As a result, we introduced restrictive measures against Russia-associated outlets conducting
disinformation and information manipulation actions. And yet, despite our early actions, we must
prepare for the long and difficult road ahead of us.

There is no silver bullet from complex attempts to interfere in our democracies and we must work
on multiple fronts to continue to defend our values and principles.

The Council closely follows new initiatives by the Commission in this area and is actively involved
in the implementation of existing ones, such as the strengthened code of practice against
disinformation.

We look forward to even more ambitious actions based on the ‘whole of society’ approach, as we
have to be all together in this fight against propaganda and information manipulation.

I want to repeat again that any interference in our political and democratic processes is
unacceptable, particularly in the current geopolitical climate and also in the run-up to the 2024
European Parliament elections.

Therefore, the Council and the Czech Presidency are fully committed to the development of the
EU hybrid toolbox, as well as in establishing the toolbox to counter foreign information and
manipulation that will make our European response stronger and more coordinated. That will
make us more resilient and the hostile powers less successful in their actions.



05-10-2022 73

At the same time, the Czech Presidency is actively engaged in the implementation of the European
Democracy Action Plan, which aims at building a more resilient public sphere in our societies.

[ would like to underline in particular, the negotiations we launched last week with the European
Parliament on the regulation on the statute and financing of political parties and foundations. We
hope to conclude these negotiations successfully by the end of the year and thus adopt EU
legislation that will increase the transparency of political parties while reinforcing our capacity to
counter foreign interference. I count on your support and engagement towards this objective.
Thank you very much once again for your attention.

3-119-0000
Margaritis Schinas, Vice-President of the Commission. — Mr President, Minister, there can be a no
more timely and more important debate than the one we're having today. And I would like to
congratulate President Séjourné of the Renew Group for making sure this debate happens.

[ think the vast majority of all of us feel very strongly that we need to say loudly no to war
propaganda and disinformation, to say no to bullies blackmailing households, to those who use
energy as a gunshot.

Dear friends, honourable Members, disinformation and war propaganda was used to pave the way
for Russia’s illegal invasion of Ukraine and continues to fuel Russia’s military aggression. Various
disinformation actors are looking now for a transition from the gains of the pandemic to the lies
and myths around the war in Ukraine.

The spectacles of the so-called referenda, accompanied by a large volume of disinformation, is a
method straight from the Kremlin’s playbook, used to illegally annex the territories of its
neighbours. This is exactly the same pattern we have seen in Crimea back in 2014.

We have also seen the same pattern consecutively within the European Union, where we find
numerous indications on opportunists and wannabes in several of our Member States, national
politicians, members of parliaments, and clearly journalists and media are columnists. We have
seen it all. Russian diplomats expelled from Athens some years ago, in Sofia a few months ago.
Media tycoons clearly trying to impose gonzo networks and muppet journalism in our capitals.

We read reports about Kyiv allegedly falling in the first three days of the war. We saw TV reports
of dead bodies in the Bucha massacre allegedly moving. And we saw lies published on bombing
innocent pregnant women in a maternity hospital, which apparently did not exist. There are no
riddles or enigmas on all of this. Russian propaganda penetrates our societies through chancers
and oligarch rubles on our screens, on our newspapers, and in our public space.

Let’s put it in a rather simple way: Russian disinformation and propaganda is targeting both
European and international audiences in order to undermine the democratic West’s support to
Ukraine and vilify our Ukrainian partners. And this is crucial within our Union and our closest
friends and allies as, for instance, in the Western Balkans, where [ am visiting these days.

This is our moment now as Europeans to refute this propaganda, to defend and stand for the truth
and strike back. As seen by our recent reports on EU DisinfoLab and from Facebook, by
impersonating European media outlets using proxies online and using other manipulative
behaviour, Russia is targeting now Europeans directly with apocalyptic messages about
impending the winter without heating and accusing EU sanctions of growing inflation and energy

bills.
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Fighting online disinformation and foreign information manipulation and interference is now a
key priority not only for the Commission but, I think, for our institutions as a whole. We now
have the code of practice of disinformation, which we strengthened this year, and this is the
centrepiece of our efforts.

Since the beginning of the war, the Commission has been monitoring through regular meetings
the platform’s actions to address directly Russian propaganda. The tech companies, signatories of
the code of practice, are implementing our sanctions and are taking important steps together with
us to curb the spread of propaganda and harmful disinformation, including the closing of many
accounts, demotion of this information, or stepping up cooperation with fact-checkers.

The European Digital Media Observatory and its national hubs have also been instrumental in this
fight. By focusing our activities on Ukraine over the last few months, the collaboration of EU fact-
checkers and academic researchers has decreased the capacity of our attackers and has increased
our ability of detecting, analysing and exposing disinformation and war-related campaigns.

The Observatory’s specific task force on the war has identified more than 1 600 disinformation
instances related to the war through fact checks and issued reports and investigations on both
emerging and trending narratives. We will continue to build on this valuable expertise, expanding
the coverage of the Observatory activities to 100% of the EU population, as well as in the context
of the code’s monitoring and exchange with technology platforms.

Honourable Members, we have imposed as a Union the biggest and deepest sanctions packages in
our history, including against notorious figures directly involved in disinformation. We have even
sanctioned for the first time ever the broadcasting of Russian media such as Russia Today and
Sputnik, as they were clearly propaganda machines. We have curbed the activity of the Kremlin’s
weapons of mass deception, not only with full respect with fundamental rights and freedoms, but
in order precisely to protect these fundamental rights and freedoms.

We are also very actively raising awareness about pro-Kremlin disinformation via our EUvsDisinfo
website and with the help of our delegations around the world. We cooperate closely with the
StratCom Centre, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, supporting civil society and media in
this country. And when the war is over, believe me, there will be many pilgrimages in Kyiv to see
precisely how successful this collaboration has been.

And building on the action plan against disinformation and the European democracy action plan,
as confirmed lately by the strategic compass, we have put in place very tangible, specific measures
to address foreign information and manipulation. We have even a dedicated toolbox, the FIMI
toolbox, to deal with this challenge. And we have just announced a defence of democracy package
to further broaden our appeal, our capacity to resist against foreign interference.

Finally, in this, as the minister just said, we need to complete the picture of fighting disinformation
and foreign hostile interference with the approval of our proposals on political advertising and on
the funding of European political parties and foundations. We need to work in earnest and swiftly
to have agreements on this emblematic and meaningful piece of legislation.

And the final point. We have indeed seen reports on the United States’ findings concerning the
300 million illegal financing by Russia within the European Union. Let me assure you that we are
looking forward to receive this information and we will get to the bottom of it.
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3-120-0000
Vladimir Bil¢ik, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Mr President, Mr Vice-President, Minister, colleagues,
Russia deliberately sparks the worst in us and amplifies it for political gain. It weaponises our
differences, undermines free discourse and seeks to destroy our democracy. While we still do have
physical borders, with the rise of social platforms and hostile domestic actors readily willing to
spread foreign state propaganda from both extreme left and extreme right, European information
space is more exposed than ever. Fabricated lies and political propaganda that we tolerated for
years, and that have eaten away at our democratic institutions such as quality public media, are no
longer acceptable. We must take concrete measures to fight back.

I am proud that this House has created a body with precisely this in mind — our special ING2
committee, which diligently listens to world-renowned experts and formulates concrete proposals
for action against disinformation. We know exactly what to do.

We stand against an enemy who uses manipulation as a strategic tool. We need to defend our
institutions, our own pillars of security, our allies. We must cooperate better and faster than any
time before. We need more resources. We cannot be dependent only on a few dozen experts — not
against the enemy who uses the whole state apparatus to attack us and our values. We must
support strong independent media, and demand from social platforms not to amplify lies. We
need to support our reliable allies through EU enlargement and strong cooperation with
like-minded partners.

We must not only free Ukrainian land from Putin. We must also free people’s minds and protect
our citizens.

3-121-0000
VORSITZ: RAINER WIELAND
Vizeprdasident

3-1220000
Pierfrancesco Majorino, a nome del gruppo S&D. — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, la guerra
di Putin non ¢ combattuta solo sul campo. Esiste infatti anche una guerra giocata sul terreno della
comunicazione e della propaganda, che passa evidentemente attraverso una massiccia
disinformazione e si nutre di complicita politiche piti 0 meno evidenti, complicita che dobbiamo
avere il coraggio di indicare e smascherare.

La scorsa settimana — lo cito anch’io solo a titolo di esempio — Meta ha annunciato di aver
scoperto e bloccato una rete di 1 600 account che alimentavano notizie false attraverso 60 siti,
copia di alcuni tra i piti prestigiosi quotidiani occidentali. Probabilmente la rete piti grande e
complessa collegata alla Russia mai identificata dall'inizio dell'invasione dell'Ucraina.

Questo ¢ purtroppo solo un frammento di quello che ¢ effettivamente oggi in campo. Gia da
tempo questo Parlamento ha maturato la consapevolezza rispetto ai tanti tentativi di potenze
straniere di interferire e destabilizzare la nostra democrazia. La nostra commissione speciale sulle
interferenze straniere nei processi democratici dell'Unione ha indicato con chiarezza il problema e
con la sua relazione dello scorso 9 marzo ha chiesto di mettere in campo azioni e strumenti forti,
in particolare sulla trasparenza e il controllo dei fondi provenienti dall'estero, sul ruolo di lobby
pitt 0 meno occulte, sull'uso delle piattaforme come veicolo privilegiato per disinformazione e
interferenze.

E stato particolarmente significativo che in quest’Aula la Presidente von der Leyen, nel suo ultimo
discorso sullo Stato dell'Unione, abbia sottolineato tutto cio, abbia sottolineato I'importanza delle
azioni che si possono mettere in campo sulle minacce e i pericoli che viviamo. Un elemento
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importante di consapevolezza politica al quale perd devono tuttavia far seguito adesso misure
nette, chiare, perché non c’¢ davvero altro tempo da perdere sul terreno della lotta alle
interferenze.

Per combattere la guerra alla disinformazione ovviamente non dobbiamo mettere in campo un
Ministero della verita o sperare di sopprimere il dissenso, che fa parte della normale dialettica
democratica — grazie al cielo non siamo come gli altri —, ma abbiamo bisogno di strumenti che
garantiscano un'informazione libera, indipendente e professionale, che ¢ un elemento essenziale
per la nostra democrazia.

Dobbiamo anche dirci che chi sa deve parlare e che vengano resi pubblici gli elenchi emersi da
fonti statunitensi di quei politici europei che hanno preso denaro russo o hanno alimentato una
complicita fatta di scambi e favori con l'entourage di Putin. Cito anch’io — lo ha gia fatto
'onorevole Séjourné — le frasi incredibili di Berlusconi, il caso Salvini, i casi della destra piu
radicale in Francia e Germania. Tutte cose rispetto a cui servono verita e risposte nette.

3-123-0000
Guy Verhofstadt, on behalf of the Renew Group. — Mr President, I think that we can be very honest
about this: the Russians are losing the war on the battlefield, but the Russians are not losing the
propaganda war. They are winning the propaganda war.

If you look to our social media for the moment, what you see is more and more posts echoing the
narrative of the Kremlin. And the narrative of the Kremlin is that this is a war that was started by
us to punish Russia. And that everything that is happening with the energy crisis today is not the
consequence of the war, but the consequence of the sanctions and the measures we are taking.

And I know that there is an aid package — Mr Schinas, you have said here everything that needs to
be done, but in the aid package, there is nothing about that. In the aid package is a package where
we increase the sanctions against Russian individuals from 1232 to 1262, 30 more, mainly people
who are involved in the referenda in eastern and south Ukraine. But nearly nothing about the
celebrities, the influencers, the opinion leaders, the propagandists.

Already on 29 June we sent, together with the Navalny Foundation, a list of 135 people that are
the core of the propaganda machine of Putin to the External Action Service. And you know how
many have been sanctioned? Two of them! And since the aid package, four more. We are at six
now of this 135. One is Dugin, for evident reasons, and three musicians, three singers. That is
what we have done, six in total.

So my question is: if it is all true, what you are saying, why are the Commission and the Council
not going after the core of the propaganda machine, tackling the 135 people in Russia?

And secondly, if we talk about countering Putin, and the Putin propaganda machine inside our
own European Union, let us not make agreements, government agreements and government
coalitions with the cheerleaders of Putin like Mr Salvini or Mr Berlusconi even. But Mr Salvini was
even better with his T-shirt on the Kremlin showing his support for Putin.

Well, you are from the PPE I think, Mr Schinas, maybe it's a good moment now to say to your
friends in the PPE, not to make a coalition agreement with these cheerleaders of Putin in Italy.

3-124-0000
Markéta Gregorova, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Mr President, dear colleagues,
Commissioner, Minister, two interesting reports came out recently. One is from a Europe-based
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NGO, another one is from the company Meta, and they are together painting quite an ominous
picture of how we are not tackling Russia’s propaganda.

First, let’s talk about Google and Twitter. There are thousands of tweets, YouTube videos and posts
flagged as Russian propaganda, and the companies have grown really less responsive to the
requests to remove such content. According to Ukraine’s StratCom, they are avoiding even taking
their calls or responding to emails for several months.

Meta’s report reveals quite horrifying numbers: USD 105 000 spent on anti-Ukraine propaganda,
60-plus websites impersonating European news organisations and a network of amplifying fake
social media accounts.

We know there are technical ways to limit the impacts of this online war. But let’s understand one
thing: this hydra has more heads than we can cut off only by depending on technical solutions
and, therefore, these companies. We see now that if we leave the sole responsibility on these
private companies, they might start lacking the will to fight or, of course, the means to fight.

They are also not democratically elected. We are the ones who bear the responsibility over the
security of our citizens. We don’t need any more hybrid tools, voluntary codes and vague
promises. We need a proper legislation with a sanctions system right now. You have the basics in
our INGE report, and I trust you can build on it quickly.

3-125-0000
Gunnar Beck, im Namen der ID-Fraktion. — Herr Président! Dieses Parlament will die angeblich
russische, sogenannte antieuropiische und antiukrainische Propaganda bekdmpfen. Dies wirft
unter anderem folgende Frage auf: Wann ist Kritik an der EU und der ukrainischen Regierung
antieuropdische und antiukrainische Propaganda?

Hier drei Fakten und drei Fragen fiir Sie. Erstens: Radek Sikorski, ehemaliger polnischer Auflen-
und Verteidigungsminister und derzeit Mitglied dieses Hauses, hat per Twitter den USA fiir die
Sabotage der Nord-Stream-Pipelines ausdriicklich gedankt. Er und seine Frau haben engste
Verbindungen zum Weifflen Haus und zur Biden-Administration. Glauben Sie wirklich, Herr
Sikorski verbreite antiukrainische Propaganda oder sei von Russland bezahlt worden? Und was
wire denn, hitte er andere Geldgeber?

Zweitens: Das Europdische Parlament will zu Recht Geldwische und Steuerhinterziehung
einddmmen. Doch der ukrainische Prisident Selenskyj hat vom Oligarchen Kolomojskyj
41 Millionen USD auf Offshore-Konten erhalten. Das wissen wir aus den ,Pandora Papers®, die
geheime Offshore-Konten von 35 Regierungschefs offenlegen. Sind die Pandora Papers deshalb
antiukrainische Propaganda?

Drittens: Laut dem Korruptionswahrnehmungsindex von Transparency International ist die
Ukraine mit Abstand das korrupteste Land in Europa. Ist dies antiukrainische russische
Propaganda?

All diese Fakten werden von westlichen Regierungen und staatsnahen Medien verschwiegen. Mir
scheint, unser Problem ist eher staatsfinanzierte Pro-EU-Meinungsmache als russische EU-Kritik
oder antiukrainische Propaganda.

3-126-0000
Beata Szydlo, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Panie Przewodniczacy! Szanowny Panie Komisarzu!
Szanowni Panstwo! To jest bardzo wazna debata, jak juz tutaj zostalo powiedziane, i mam
nadziej¢, ze ona jest szczera i ze rzeczywiscie chcemy skutecznie walczy¢ z propaganda Putina i
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niszczeniem tego, co jest najcenniejsze: jednosci i solidarnosci Unii Europejskiej. Bo dzisiaj w
obliczu wojny na Ukrainie powinni$my by¢ wiasnie zjednoczeni i powinniSmy by¢ solidarni.
Jednym z element6éw tego jest wlasnie walka z dezinformacja i propaganda.

Ale, Szanowni Panstwo, zebySmy to mogli zrobi¢ skutecznie i rzeczywiscie szczerze, to trzeba
odpowiedzie¢ sobie, rowniez tutaj w tej Izbie, na kilka pytan — poniewaz Putin destabilizowat
sytuacje w Unii Europejskiej juz od dawna i bylo na to przyzwolenie. I byly decyzje, ktore tutaj
rowniez zapadaly, ktére pozwalaly mu na takie dzialania dotyczace chociazby polityki
energetycznej, przyzwalajace na budowe Nord Stream 1, potem Nord Stream 2, przyzwalajace na
destabilizowanie calego systemu energetyki i gospodarki Unii Europejskiej. Te decyzje zapadaly
réwniez tutaj i to kraje Unii Europejskiej, rzady Unii Europejskiej popieraly takie dzialania.

Nie mowig tego po to, zeby Paistwu to wyrzucad, ale méwie po to, zeby byla wreszcie refleksja i
zebySmy szczerze ze sobg rozmawiali. Bo jak rozumiec stowa prominentnego polityka Platformy
Obywatelskiej, cztonka PPE, ktory byt tez kiedy$ ministrem spraw zagranicznych w polskim
rzadzie — byla tu przed momentem réwniez o tym mowa — jezeli on wypisuje na Twitterze takie
rzeczy, ktore s wlasnie elementem dzialajacym na rzecz Putina i nie ma zadnej reakgji ze strony
jego grupy politycznej? Jak rozumiec telefony prezydenta Francji, ktory w czasie, kiedy Ukraina
krwawila i krwawi, caly czas podtrzymywat dialog z Putinem? Jak rozumie¢ wiele innych decyzji
politykéw, ktorzy nie chceieli wspiera¢ od razu bardzo zdecydowanie i mocno — mimo apeli na
przyklad rzadu Polski — Ukrainy, wysyla¢ broni na Ukraing? A wigc jezeli rozmawiamy o tym, Ze
czas skonczy¢ z ta polityka wspierajacg Putina, to badZmy naprawde szczerzy i skuteczni.

3-127-0000
Manu Pineda, en nombre del Grupo The Left. — Sefior presidente, hoy, rescatando una propuesta del
Partido Popular Europeo, debatimos aqui sobre la propaganda rusa y antieuropea.

Pero, permitanme que antes de entrar a poner en valor la libertad de expresion y la pluralidad les
aclare algo: no hay mayor fuente de propaganda rusa que la que el Partido Popular Europeo
posibilita al blanquear a los partidos de extrema derecha y ponerles la alfombra roja para que
gobiernen.

Y no hay mejor caja de resonancia para la propaganda antieuropea que el empobrecimiento al que
se enfrentan las clases populares europeas, que ven cémo sus necesidades bdsicas, como la energia
o los alimentos, tienen ahora precio de productos de lujo.

Cerrar los medios de comunicacion; encarcelar a periodista; intentar imponer el belicismo como
discurso unico; acallar, perseguir politicamente o tachar de pro-Putin o de antieuropeos a quienes
no apoyan la escalada de la guerra o defienden la diplomacia y el didlogo... Todo esto, créanme, no
tiene nada que ver con luchar contra la propaganda, sino con coartar peligrosamente la libertad de
expresion y la pluralidad.

Pablo Gonzdlez es un periodista vasco que estaba cubriendo el conflicto para varios medios
espafioles cuando fue detenido en Polonia. No hacfa propaganda rusa, pero tampoco pro-OTAN.
Quizd ahi reside parte del problema. Lleva mds de siete meses encarcelado. Sin juicio, sin
acusacion formalizada, incomunicado, bajo un régimen de encarcelamiento propio de un Estado
totalitario, y prorrogandose sin fecha definitiva una «prision preventivan.

En guerra o en paz encarcelar preventivamente al periodismo y la libertad informativa no es
luchar contra la propaganda, sino, mds bien, abonar el terreno para que esta haga su efecto.
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Aprovecho para exigir desde aqui, desde el Parlamento Europeo, la inmediata puesta en libertad de
Pablo Gonzadlez y el respeto al derecho a la informacién y a la libertad de prensa.

3-128-0000
Laura Ferrara (NI). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, dal 2014 la Russia ha trasferito
segretamente fiumi di denaro a partiti, associazioni e soggetti di diversi paesi per creare una rete di
influenza e consenso. Anche il Parlamento europeo si ¢ occupato dei rapporti tra il Cremlino e
forze politiche europee, su cui pretendiamo maggiore approfondimento e chiarezza. Questo
quadro fa comprendere le minacce rappresentate dalle attivita di coloro che in Europa amplificano
il sistema propagandistico di regimi autoritari come quello di Putin.

Fake news e disinformazione online sono pericolosi strumenti funzionali alle politiche di guerra
per minare il sostegno all'Ucraina, orientare l'opinione pubblica e interferire nei processi
democratici. Occorrono maggiori sforzi per contrastare le forme di finanziamento occulte
provenienti da regimi stranieri, per rafforzare le pratiche di fact-checking e la cooperazione delle
piattaforme dei social media con le autorita.

La sicurezza dellEuropa dipende dalla capacita di difendersi dalle ingerenze straniere, ma
soprattutto da un inevitabile processo di pace a cui tutta I'Unione deve tendere senza se e senza
ma.

3-129-0000
Sandra Kalniete (PPE). — Godatais sédes vaditaj! Kolégi! Krievijas iebrukums Ukraina nav tikai
militaro speku sadursme. Tas ir arT informacijas kars. Nesen dezinformacijas laboratorija publicgja
pétijumu par Kremla ietekmes operaciju tiklu, kas kops maija izplata prokrievisku un pret Ukrainu
vérstu informaciju Vacija, Francija, Italija, Ukraina, Latvija un Apvienotaja Karalisté.

Nesenais Valsts departamenta zinojums atklaj, ka kops 2014. gada Kremlis ir ieguldijis 300
miljonus dolaru politisko partiju un politiku finansé$ana vairak neka 20 valstis. Maskava velta
arvien lielakus resursus Eiropas valstu demokratisko sistému grausanai un nacionalas politikas
ietekmésanai, atbalstot sev labvéligus kandidatus velésanas un iegiistot ietekmi politisko partiju
ieksiené.

Abi Sie zinojumi apstiprina, ka Krievija izvér§ pret mums masivu informacijas karu. Putina
sabiedroto ekonomiska un politiska ietekme Eiropa saindé miisu demokratiju, kel sabiedribu un
attalina uzvaru kara.

Kolegi, mums ir jaizveido spéciga Eiropas Savienibas struktiira hibriddraudu novérsanai, ka ari
jastiprina misu institficiju kapacitate un japaplasina to pilnvaras, lai identificétu un sauktu pie
atbildibas Putina sabiedrotos pasu majas. Eiropas Savienibas digitala ekosistéma ir jauzlabo, taja
ieklaujot sankcijas pret launpratigu dezinformacijas operaciju autoriem un izpilditajiem. To es
sagaidu no solita Eiropas Demokratijas aizsardzibas pakta.

3-130-0000

Raphaél Glucksmann (S&D). — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Vice-président, Monsieur le
Ministre, chers collegues, ils se disent patriotes et servent un tyran étranger. Ils s'appellent les
chercheurs de la vérité et relaient les fake news les plus grossieres. Ils se réclament d’Orwell et vident
les mots de leur substance, abolissent le principe de non-contradiction. Ils, ce sont les supplétifs
numériques, politiques, médiatiques de Poutine. Ils ne sont pas a Kherson ou a Donetsk. Non, ils
sont dans leur salon ou sur nos plateaux de télévision. Mais ils participent eux aussi a l'effort de
guerre russe en niant ses crimes et en relayant ses mensonges. Ils sont souvent d’extréme droite,
comme Matteo Salvini ou Marine Le Pen, mais pas toujours. Ils viennent parfois aussi de la gauche,
comme Ségolene Royal, ou de la droite comme Silvio Berlusconi. En temps de paix, ce sont des
menteurs ou des idiots utiles. En temps de guerre, ce sont des complices de 'ennemi.
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Chers collegues, disons-le enfin clairement, cette guerre n’a pas commencé le 24 février 2022 et
elle ne se limite pas aux frontiéres de I'Ukraine. Cette guerre ne vise pas simplement Kiev, Kharkiv
ou Kherson. Cette guerre dite hybride vise nos démocraties. Depuis de longues années, le régime
russe meéne une guerre hybride contre nos démocraties en jouant sur leur vulnérabilité, en
cherchant d’un c6té a affaiblir leurs défenses immunitaires via la corruption de leurs élites et de
l'autre a les plonger dans le chaos en soutenant populistes et complotistes.

Au sein de la commission spéciale sur les ingérences étrangeres que j’ai 'honneur de présider, nous
avons analysé, disséqué cette guerre que nos dirigeants n'ont longtemps pas voulu voir. Cette
guerre abolit les différences entre le virtuel et le réel, le dedans et le dehors, la politique étrangeére et
la politique intérieure. Il est temps de se hisser au niveau du péril qui nous fait face.

Alors que 'UE estimait, avant I'invasion de I'Ukraine, le financement russe de la désinformation a
1 milliard d’euros et les ressources humaines mobilisées a plus d'un millier de pleins temps,
I'Union, elle, ne dispose actuellement que d'un budget de 11 millions d’euros et de 41 agents pour
répondre a cette menace. Nous devons investir massivement dans la veille, la détection, la riposte
aux attaques venant de Russie. Prenons au mot la présidente de la Commission devant le
Parlement. Nous ne laisserons aucun cheval de Troie lancé par une autocratie attaquer nos
démocraties de l'intérieur.

Il faut agir maintenant. Nous n’avons pas le choix. Nous n’avons pas le droit doffrir a Poutine la
victoire chez nous que les Ukrainiens lui refusent chez eux. L'enjeu n’est pas simplement la liberté
de I'Ukraine, c’est la notre.

3-131-0000
Nathalie Loiseau (Renew). — Monsieur le Président, on a déja beaucoup parlé des collaborateurs
qui, en Europe et jusque dans ce Parlement — on en a eu un exemple tout a 'heure — déroulent la
propagande d’un président russe qui nous est ouvertement hostile. Je voudrais aujourd’hui, non
pas me répéter, mais émettre des propositions. Commengons par ceux des Européens, caril y en a,
qui ont servi de caution au simulacre de référendum en s'improvisant observateurs d’une
mascarade. Je propose quils fassent l'objet de sanctions européennes, tout comme les
organisateurs de ces parodies électorales.

Deuxiemement, on s'est réjoui de la suspension de RT et de Spoutnik en Europe, mais nombre de
faux experts inondent nos plateaux sans dire leurs liens avec la Russie. L'information est un bien
trop précieux pour qu'on ignore ce qu'elle contient. Je voudrais encourager les médias a afficher de
fagon systématique pour qui travaillent ceux qu’ils invitent, anciens militaires, anciens diplomates,
pseudo-journalistes mais vrai businessmen de I'influence.

Je m’étonne enfin qu'Eutelsat continue a disséminer de la propagande russe en diffusant, via quatre
satellites, plus de 300 chaines russes de télévision et une cinquantaine de radios a 15 millions de
foyers russes. Il n’est plus le temps de...

(Le Président retire la parole a l'oratrice)

3-132-0000
Thomas Waitz (Verts/ALE). — Mr President, Commissioner, let me start with a call. We all know
what happens if Conservatives help fascists into power. I urge you, Conservatives, to learn from
history, do not enable a post-fascist and Putin-friendly government in Italy. Yes, it’s the extreme
right party, several extreme right parties, where we know that they have ties to Russia, where we
know there were financial implications, loans and so on with Russia.
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But the polarisation through fake news and ads on social media, the polarisation of our society
serves all far right parties and are distracting our elections — our democratic election systems — in
the European Union. We have to be aware of that. But we also have to acknowledge that many of
our politicians, from the Conservatives, from the Social Democrats, even from the Liberals, were
driving us into this dangerous dependency on Russian gas. Some of them even profited personally
by serving as employees of Russian companies.

Okay, this was the past. But I think after 24 February, after the invasion of Russia into Ukraine, we
should all be very clear — Putin is using disinformation and fake news for polarisation. Putin is
using the extreme right, and Putin is also using some of our prominent political figures for his
asymmetric war. EPP, you have nothing to win by supporting post-fascists. Come back to the
cordon sanitaire and please start with not supporting a post-fascist and pro-Putin government in
Italy.

3-133-0000
Ivan David (ID). — Pane pfedsedajici, je pravda, zZe ruskd vile¢nd agrese na Ukrajiné eskaluje, ale
tim kon¢i pravda. Dile v oficidlnim narativu pokracuji 1zi, které maji zakryt redlnou skute¢nost.
Lez nds vzdycky spolehlivé dovede jen k chybnym zavérim. Nejsem tfednik Evropské komise
nebo néjakého ministerstva zahranici, abych musel opakovat oficidlni 1Zi. A je mi Giplné lhostejné,
co pisi v Rusku nebo jinde. TéméF viechna média jsou ndstrojem propagandy. Tak to prosté je.
Pokud se jednd o dezinformace, tak napiiklad premiér Ceské republiky pan Fiala fekl, Ze weby,
které nechal zablokovat, byly placeny z Ruska. Rekl to vefejné, nijak to nedolozil. Je to lez a ani se
neomluvil. Neni nic leh¢iho, neZ cokoli oznacit za dezinformaci.

Jak se blokovani rtznych zdroji lisi od cenzury? Samoziejmé, Ze pokud nékdo financuje
dezinformac¢ni média, a to mohou byt vSechna, nejenom ta, kterd jsou financovdna z Ruska,
mohou byt financovana z Ukrajiny, ze Spojenych statd, z riznych zemi EU, tak jsou financovana
samoziejmé proto, aby uvadéla véci tak, aby se to jaksi hodilo. Jak se to tedy lisi od cenzury? Ja se
obdavam, Ze ti, ktefl tady bojuji proti cenzufe, tak bojuji proto, Ze se Casto dostavaji do
argumentacni nouze. Bohuzel Evropa se v posledni dobé¢ dostava do krize a vSichni se snazi najit
néjaké jiné pficiny, nez které ve skutecné skutecnosti jsou. Predstavitelé EU, zradili jste obcany
svych zemi a Zenete je stdle do nebezpecnéjsi ... (piedsedajici odebral fecnikovi slovo)

3-134-0000
Charlie Weimers (ECR). — Herr talman! Propaganda bemots bast med fakta. Vistvirlden kan och
far aldrig underskatta Kremls propaganda. Den ir overallt, och den ar effektiv. Den avser att
undergriva europeisk motstdndskraft med falska pastaenden om att Kiev faller inom tre dagar, att
ryska militairmakten dr nést starkast i virlden, och dn i dag hor vi fran olika hall att Ukraina inte
kan vinna.

Logner bemots biast med fakta. Ukrainska hjdltar visar i detta nu att Ukraina faktiskt kan vinna,
med svenskt och europeiskt stod.

Den ryska propagandamaskinen har ocksd varit valdigt effektiv i energipolitiken. Vi vet att
Gazprom har finansierat miljoorganisationer i syfte att stinga ner europeisk energiproduktion
och oka beroendet av rysk gas. Vi vet att Belgiens miljopartistiska energiminister, som tidigare
som advokat har avlonats av Gazprom, nu vill stinga ner landets kdrnkraft. Miljoorganisationer i
Tyskland fick tiotals miljoner av Ryssland for att motverka energiutvinning.

For att Europa ska motsta ryska patryckningar krivs sjdlvrannsakan. Mitt parti har gjort rent hus
med Putinapologeter. Men hur 4r det med den politiska mitten som sa att Nord Stream var ett
strikt kommersiellt projekt och att energivapnet inte skulle anvindas av Putin — finns det
sjalvrannsakan dar? Och nar kommer sjalvkritiken och viljan till forbattring frdn en klimatrorelse



05-10-2022 82

som tagit emot ryska pengar? Nir kommer miljovinstern att erkdnna att deras kamp mot
kdrnkraften har forsvagat Europa och mojliggjort Putins aggression?

3-135-0000
Clare Daly (The Left). — Mr President, the war in Ukraine is quickly escalating into a wider
horror. And from what I can see, practically nobody in this Chamber is doing anything to prevent
it. In fact most people seem to get off on the fact that it’s escalating. And at this precise moment, of
course, as usual, the voices challenging the rush to war are attacked and silenced, smeared as
traitors, cronies, Putin puppets, Kremlin stooges, Russian agents.

Frankly, it's pathetic. And I don’t make the comparison lightly, but the crudeness and cynicism of
these slurs coming from mainstream EU parties might as well have been written by Hermann
Goring, who infamously said that even though people never want war, they can be brought to war
with threats and smears. He said all you have to do is tell them they’re being attacked, denounce
the pacifists for lack of patriotism and exposing their country to danger — it works the same every
way. Where he led, you are following.

This House should be ashamed of this debate. Words are being twisted, meanings subverted, and
the truth turned on its head. Opposing the horrible madness of war is not anti-European, it’s not
anti-Ukrainian, it’s not pro-Russian: it'’s common sense. The working class of Europe have nothing
to gain from this war and everything to lose. And I find it laughable that those calling for arms to
Ukraine never call for arms for the people of Palestine, or for the people of Yemen. Unlike you, I
oppose all war. I want it stopped. I make no apology for that. And I am not going to be
scapegoated and labelled for it either.

3-136-0000
Rasa Jukneviciené (PPE). — Mr President, dear colleagues, for 20 years, corruption have been the
biggest export of Putin’s regime. The public friends of Putin we just heard, who speak regularly in
this House, his open cronies in Member States, are an important part of Russia’s war today. But
there is another side to the Putinisation of Europe: the Kremlin has developed sophisticated
methods where the openness of democracy is used to influence the emotions of people and
politicians.

The Kremlin has become adept at easily achieving goals. Their manipulations and lies are on the
front pages of the media, presented as alternative or second opinions. Their lies are presented
through some NGOs, cultural, business, sports or even religious organisations that are penetrated
and funded by the Kremlin. We have not yet fully identified this.

Today, our biggest challenge is to counter blackmail with gas and nuclear weapons. The Kremlin
needs fear-inspiring headlines and speeches. Our response must be our refusal to be afraid. Let’s
de-Putinise our fears. The moment of truth, the Kyiv moment, is our chance to evaluate the past
and to clean up our political system.

3-137-0000
Tonino Picula (S&D). — Mr President, Mr Commissioner, it's really hard to say what is worse,
Russian war of aggression or Kremlin long-term propaganda. There is a clear political agenda to
boost disinformation, propaganda, stimulate regional tensions to destabilise, while supporting
radical and populist political options all over Europe.

Pro-Russian political options come from the extremes, from populist backgrounds, and they serve
as Putin’s ‘useful idiots’, often as well-paid ‘useful idiots’. However, sadly one can find them even
among some former and current EU prime ministers. I would also say that the EU was keeping its
eyes shut on this matter for years, hence the consequences.
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Putin’s cronies are using dangerous, cynical and manipulative misinterpretations. They are trying
to strengthen pro-Russian sentiment by undermining our cohesion, our unity, and by speaking
against the sanctions. They are using the rising costs of living, the energy crisis and inflation to
speak favourably of Russia and to advocate for the return to business as usual.

We cannot return to business as usual and we cannot overlook the vicious Russian war of
aggression and their war crimes. Russian attempts to weaponise energy is just a final confirmation

of this.

We would also add that no one in Europe can now sit on two chairs. Serbia, for example, remains
the only European country besides Belarus that has not imposed sanctions on Russia. The recent
signing of the agreement with Russia in the UN is a slap in the face for their enlargement
perspective, but primarily to their citizens that want to join the EU.

We need to continue countering this propaganda, by giving strong support to civil society and
fact checkers, not only in the EU, but also in our immediate neighbourhood.

3-138-0000
Petras AuStrevicius (Renew). — Mr President, Commissioner, Minister, dear colleagues, the
Kremlin’s long-term, systematic and very poisonous disinformation and propaganda war against
the West has been aimed at weakening our value orientation and our adequate perception of
reality.

Let's admit, Russia’s state information policy has imposed influence on us and our partners’ —
such as Ukraine in particular — societies for decades and has managed to create confusion in
people’s minds, attempting to weaken critical thinking and trust in state institutions and
democratic processes.

We must end the presence of the Kremlin and Russia’s state-sponsored propaganda and
disinformation channels in our information space — though it’s nothing to do with information —
because it is unjustifiable.

The Kremlin’s empire of lies cannot be accepted in the West and our societies. We must curb the
cases in which Russian-funded European NGOs, political, scientific and cultural institutions
become agents of influence on our side.

3-139-0000
Viola von Cramon-Taubadel (Verts/ALE). — Mr President, Commissioner, colleagues, before
Russia used tanks, Russian propaganda took aim at Ukraine and the EU. They unleashed their
trolls, paid bloggers and corrupt politicians. They infiltrated European governments. They bought
up radio frequencies and other critical infrastructure. All this while we stood idly by.

It is high time to grow a spine and stand up to the Russian aggression, not only on the battlefield
but also in the information field. Putin will use all our weaknesses if we allow him to. The
upcoming winter will not be easy. We need and we must introduce a sanctions regime for
disinformation. This should be a warning to anyone who dares to interfere in our democracies.

Lastly, the EU delegation should become the stronghold of fighting the anti-EU propaganda
abroad, particularly in the Balkans and the South Caucasus. The Delegation needs to be bolstered
with facts and effective strategies. They should be more vocal in defending the truth and refuting
the shameless lies that Russia spreads every day.
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3-140-0000
Nicolaus Fest (ID). — Herr Prasident! Heute geht es um den Einfluss von Putins westlichen
Helfershelfern und darum, wie dieser Einfluss gestoppt werden kann. Das ist sicherlich sinnvoll.
Putin war schon vor dem Einmarsch in die Ukraine ein Verbrecher. Die Morde an Boris Nemzow,
Anna Politkowskaja oder Stanislaw Markelow sprechen eine iiberdeutliche Sprache, wie auch der
seit Jahren unerkldrliche Hang vieler russischer Oppositioneller, sich aus grofSer Hohe in den Tod
zu stirzen.

Aber wer sind die Helfershelfer Putins in Europa? Die in diesem Hause viel bejubelte Angela
Merkel, die Deutschland mit der Unterstiitzung all ihrer Parteiganger hier im Parlament und im
Deutschen Bundestag in die Abhdngigkeit von russischem Erdgas brachte? Exkanzler Gerhard
Schroder, der die Gasgeschifte einfddelte und Putin einen lupenreinen Demokraten nannte? Die
gesamte Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands, die den Kurs von Gerhard Schroder jahrelang
aktiv mittrug? Oder gehort die Partei Die Linke zu Putins Helfershelfern? Immerhin wurden Die
Linke und ihre Vorgingerparteien schon immer von Moskau bezahlt, und noch kiirzlich richtete
Die Linke Ergebenheitsadressen an den Kreml.

Hochstwahrscheinlich ist auch Greenpeace einer von Putins Helfershelfern. Das behauptet die
NATO. Die NATO ist sicher, dass Greenpeace Gelder von Russland fiir die Bekimpfung von
Fracking erhalten hat. Und wer den extrem prorussischen antiukrainischen Artikel gelesen hat,
den Greenpeace kiirzlich nach scharfen Protesten l6schen musste, kann tatsichlich auf den
Gedanken kommen, dass auch Greenpeace zu den Helfershelfern Putins gehort.

Vielleicht werden auch Fridays for Future und Greta Thunberg von Putin finanziert. Das meinte
zumindest Hillary Clinton vor einiger Zeit, und Clinton ist nun wahrlich niemand aus dem
rechten Spektrum. Auch die schon erwihnte Angela Merkel hat diese Vermutung gedufert.
Merkel sagte, es sei vollig ausgeschlossen, dass aus dem Nichts heraus und ohne massive
finanzielle Unterstiitzung eine grofle antiwestliche Bewegung entstehen konne. Hat das
Europdische Parlament, als es Greta Thunberg einlud, mithin eine Helfershelferin von Putin
hofiert?

Sie sehen, ich wiisste wirklich gerne, wer die Helfershelfer von Putin sind. Das Thema ist zu
wichtig, als dass man es fur parteipolitische Zwecke missbrauchen sollte. Also lassen Sie uns
genau hinsehen, aber bitte objektiv und in alle Richtungen.

3-141-0000
Hermann Tertsch (ECR). — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario, la desinformacion por parte de la
maquinaria de agitacion y propaganda de la Rusia de Putin viene realizindose desde hace muchos
anos y se ha agravado, por supuesto, con la criminal agresién a Ucrania. Hay que combatirla con
verdad, no con censura. Y aqui hay muchas tentaciones de hacer lo segundo.

El Kremlin lleva muchos afios pagando a grupos y partidos en Europa, de extrema derecha, de
extrema izquierda y también, seflores, de los partidos convencionales, que son ustedes. Porque los
euro Putins o los acdlitos europeos de Putin son fundamentalmente los grandes partidos en
Alemania, que nos han llevado en Europa a esta situacién de postracioén general frente a Putin. No
sabemos si Putin se hubiera atrevido a una serie de cosas si no hubiera tenido estas garantias que se
le han ido otorgando durante quince afios, quince afios de ayudarle a conseguir la dependencia
total por parte de Europa, por parte del sefior Schroder, por parte del sefior Steinmeier, por parte
del sefior Scholz, de todo el Partido Socialdemécrata de Alemania en general.

Pero también tenemos esa desinformacion y esa propaganda en el Partido Socialista Obrero
Espafiol, que es el socio de todos esos paises que votan en contra de la condena de Rusia en
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América, en Iberoamérica, en la Alianza del Foro de Sdo Paulo y Grupo de Puebla, donde estd el
PSOE, donde estd Podemos y donde tienen a Russia Today haciendo propaganda antieuropea,
antiucraniana, prorrusa, siempre con el apoyo, como digo, de un Gobierno espafiol. Ahi estdn el
mainstream, ahi estan los acélitos del sefior Putin; estan aqui, en los partidos grandes.

3-142-0000
Javier Zarzalejos (PPE). — Sefior presidente, sefior vicepresidente, sefior presidente del Consejo,
la guerra de agresion contra Ucrania nos permite ver en toda su gravedad lo que significa la
estrategia de desinformacion y de injerencia. Y la primera conclusién es que la desinformacién y la
injerencia son también una guerra.

Cuando nos enfrentamos a Estados que no ocultan sus ambiciones, ya sean econdmicas,
territoriales o nucleares, la desinformacioén que practican es la forma de preparar el terreno para el
uso de la fuerza.

Antes de que Putin bombardeara Ucrania, habia bombardeado las mentes y las opiniones con una
campaiia permanente de odio y de demonizacién contra los ucranianos y sus autoridades. La
fuerza militar vino después. Por tanto, sepamos que la desinformacion es el canario en la mina:
siempre anuncia peligro.

Después de sus fracasos militares Putin solo puede confiar en que funcione alguna de estas tres
hipétesis. En primer lugar, la amenaza del uso del arma nuclear. En segundo lugar, un cambio
politico de algtin aliado de la OTAN, con la esperanza de que ponga en cuestion la ayuda que
recibe Ucrania. Y, en tercer lugar, el desistimiento de Occidente por cansancio.

Pues bien, en cualquiera de estas hipdtesis, y para que estas funcionen, es esencial para Rusia la
utilizacion masiva de la desinformacion, de la injerencia, de la manipulacién, de la actuacion a
través de personalidades y organizaciones politicas, sociales y medidticas aliadas de Rusia y afines
a su narrativa antioccidental.

Estemos, pues, alerta todos —instituciones, politicos, medios de comunicacién, organizaciones
sociales— para no dejar que, en este momento crucial, la opinion ptblica de nuestros paises se vea
contaminada por la mentira, la amenaza y la manipulacién.

3-143-0000
Pina Picierno (S&D). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, non possiamo pit: sottovalutare gli
effetti della propaganda di Putin, perché si tratta di un’arma, di una vera e propria arma che ¢ volta
a fiaccare la nostra unita, la nostra resilienza, minare i nostri valori, intaccare quella che ¢ la nostra
sicurezza collettiva.

Gia durante la pandemia abbiamo visto come la Russia ha sfruttato la crisi sanitaria per diffondere
caos e disinformazione e 'aggressione in Ucraina ha poi definitivamente fatto toccare con mano al
mondo intero il peso della propaganda nel contesto della guerra ibrida. Un’arma usata per
dividerci, attraverso la quale il Cremlino cerca di manipolare le atrocita commesse, negare i
principi su cui si fonda la nostra comunita internazionale e strumentalizzare, per esempio, la crisi
energetica.

E allora voltarsi dall'altra parte non ¢ un’opzione. Non lo fara questo Parlamento, che piu volte ha
sottolineato la necessita di intervenire. Lo ha fatto attraverso il lavoro prezioso dei colleghi che ¢
stato svolto nella commissione INGE, ma dobbiamo fare di pit. Dobbiamo delineare una strategia
comune e all'altezza delle sfide attuali. Dobbiamo avviare un programma di informazione,
effettuare un monitoraggio pit: efficace, per esempio dei contenuti che vengono diffusi online.
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3-144-0000
Bart Groothuis (Renew). — Mr President, dear Commissioner, dear Ministers, President Putin is
not just slowly militarily losing on the battlefield in Europe, he’s also losing the information war
against the EU.

The EU has put forward, to his disadvantage, the Digital Services Act, the Code of Practice, dozens
of initiatives on media literacy, on free journalism, and we're even tackling the political party
financing, which is a huge problem, as we've just seen on the far right and far left side of this
House. Mouthpieces of Beijing and Moscow speak freely here. But I'm glad that the reasonable part
of this House has put forward the initiatives to tackle just that.

We shouldn’t underestimate, however, how Russian disinformation and propaganda is playing
out in the rest of the world. Out there, populous countries in the global South — in Asia, Africa,
Latin America — are slowly gaining sympathy for a tyrant murdering, raping, stealing.

Troll farms are enabling that thinking. Russia — and others like China — are aiming at two thirds of
the world’s population, and so should the EU, by countering those efforts. The next phase of our
joint and evolving effort against disinformation, dear colleagues, should be exactly that:
countering disinformation, extending our efforts to the rest of the world in the global South.

3-145-0000
Alexandra Geese (Verts/ALE). — Herr Prisident, Herr Kommissar, liebe Kolleginnen und
Kollegen! Putin fiihrt seinen Krieg gegen die Demokratie an mehreren Fronten: in der Ukraine mit
Verbrechen gegen Menschen in Fleisch und Blut, im Rest der Welt mit Propaganda und Liigen.
Und wihrend Putin an der Ukrainefront eine Niederlage nach der anderen einstecken muss, ist
sein Propagandakrieg im Internet sehr erfolgreich, denn da hat er zwei grof8e Verbiindete.

Der erste sind rechtsextreme Politikerinnen und Politiker und Netzwerke in Europa, in den USA,
die systematisch die Propagandaliigen aus russischen Trollfabriken aufgreifen und bei uns
verbreiten. Und der zweite Verbiindete sind die sozialen Netzwerke selbst, ein Nahrboden fiir
Liigen und Propaganda. Thre Gier nach unserer Aufmerksambkeit, an der sie mit Werbung viel Geld
verdienen — denn das steckt dahinter —, geht auf Kosten der Wahrheit. Thre Algorithmen verbreiten
reilerische Inhalte schneller als jeden Fakt und dank der umfassenden Datenprofile mit
chirurgischer Prazision.

Diese versteckten Feinde der Demokratie miissen wir aufdecken und abschaffen. Dafiir ist das
Gesetz iiber digitale Dienste ein sehr scharfes Schwert, das die Europdische Kommission und die
Mitgliedstaaten jetzt nutzen miissen.

3-146-0000
Joachim Stanistaw Brudzinski (ECR). - Panie Przewodniczacy! Rosja wydata od 2014 r. ponad
300 milionéw dolaréw, by wplywaé na politykow i wladze¢ w ponad 20 panstwach. Chcialbym
zwrdci¢ Pafistwa uwage na jedno z tych panstw i bulwersujacy przyklad czerpania z kremlowskiej
kasy. Mam na mysli niemieckie wladze landu Meklemburgia — Pomorze Przednie, ktore
uruchomily Fundacje Klimatu i Ochrony Srodowiska na poczatku 2021 r. Organizacja miata za
zadanie wykona¢ zmierzajace juz wtedy ku koncowi prace nad finalizacja projektu budowy
gazociggu Nord Stream 2. W tym celu otrzymata od Gazpromu w sumie 192 miliony euro.
Ostatnie transfery byly realizowane zaledwie cztery miesigce przed inwazja Rosji na Ukraing.
Trafily one do 80 ustugodawcéw. Fundacja kupowala i przechowywala komponenty dla
gazociggu, chronigc dostawcow przed amerykanskimi sankcjami. Finansowana byla przez wladze
landu i Nord Stream 2. Dlatego, gdy z tego miejsca pan Verhofstadt méwi o rzekomych
cheerleaderach we Wloszech i wzywa do obalenia demokratycznie wybranego wtloskiego rzadu,
to chcialbym zapyta, dlaczego Pan nie wspomina o innych cheerleaderach, takich jak kanclerz



05-10-2022 87

Angela Merkel, kanclerz Schroder, kanclerz Austrii, premier Francji... (Przewodniczgcy odebrat
maowcy glos)

3-147-0000

Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou (PPE). — Kuptie IIpoedpe, kUpie Avumpoedpe, kUpie Tyowva, KUpte
unoupyé. H e1oPoAr) tou TMoutv dev npde wg kepauvog ev awpia. O [outv mpoetopalotay 8o kat
Kapo, kat i mpomayavda ftav éva peyalo pépog g mpoetotpaciag tou. Tpénet va napadeytolpe 0T
dev avTIpETONIoApE ENAPKAOG OUTE TV mpomayavda oute Ta wepata tou [lovtv, mou cuveyiletar pexpt
onuepa Kai givat eE0YwG emkivduvn, ektog Twv AANwV, ylatt avoiyer Ty opefn Kat Tov dpOpo Kat oe
aN\oug mou oké@tovtan kar mpattouy omwg o Iolvtwy, onwg eivar o Epvroyav, o omolog emiong
XpNotponotel TV mponayavda kat ta Yeudn mPW KaL PHETA and OmoladimoTe TAPAVOT KAt TPOKANTIKY
evépyewa (casus belli, yahaCia matpida, anootpatikomnoinon vioiav, ane\ég «ia vuyta da Epdoupe
Eagvikdw, ekatovtadeg moeg mAve amd Ta viowd Tou Artyaiou, ap@iofition Sedvov ouvinkav,
adiagopia yia to diedvég dikaio), Kat TOPA HAG TPOEKUYE Kat EVal AKOUA MAPAVORO HVIHOVIO HE T
ABUn yio v ekpetdAevon vdpoyovavdpakev oty meptoxr e voptpng AOZ EANNadag-Atyimtou. Kat
mavta autd cuvodevovtat anod mpomayavda tou Epvroyav kata g ENAadac: ) iotopia tou Epvroyay,
mou Aéet ot 1) ENAada eivar to yaidepévo madt e Eupowndaikng Eveong, mou egomhilel ta vioid, mou
kaver tapavopa push backs, mou nviyet npdouyeg ato Atyaio, Tou agrivet vekpa madidt ot vjoida Tou
'EBpou. Kat auth) v mponayavda v avanapayouv oxt povo exdpoi g EXNNadag, al\a toApov va ty
avanapaZouv yia HIKPOKOPHATIKO OQeN0G akopa kat peNn TG eNAVIKNG aVTIMOMTEUTIKNG OKMVIG.
Kupieg kat kUptot cuvadelgot, otav mpokertar yia v mpomayavda tou Epvroyav kata e ENadac, ag
pnv Eexvape To okAnpo padnua nou mrpage ano tov Movtv. [ati Otav avexopaote Ty mponayavda, ta
XEPOTEPQ EMOVTAL.

3-148-0000

Marek Belka (S&D). — Panie Przewodniczacy! Putin juz przed 24 lutego prowadzil wojne. Nie
tylko krymska, ale takze informacyjna. Atakowal Uni¢. Tlumaczyl, ze Ukraificy nie s3
prawdziwym narodem. A jego armia internetowych trolli zniechecala do nas i naszych
demokratycznych wartosci.

Niestety sa osoby w Europie, czasami nawet i na tej sali, ktore t¢ wojne wspottworzyly. Atak Rosji
na Ukraing nie przyniost pelnego otrzeZwienia dla tych pozytecznych dla Kremla idiotow.
Pozujgca do zdj¢c z Putinem Marine Le Pen krytykuje Uni¢ Europejska za zbyt ambitne sankgje.
Antyukrainskie wypowiedzi polskiego polityka Grzegorza Brauna byly wykorzystywane w
propagandowym programie rosyjskiej telewizji. Czgsto radykatowie organizujg marsze, gdzie
wspierajgcymi Rosj¢ hastami zapewnili sobie prime time w rosyjskiej propagandowce. To tylko

przyklady.

Kazdy idiotyczny atak na Unig, sankcje czy Ukraing powinien by¢ traktowany jako wsparcie
Putina. Czas, by Komisja zaproponowata pakiet konkretnych rozwigzan, jak t¢ internetowa wojne

wygrac.

Nawigzujac do albumu jednego z aktualnych poplecznikéw Putina, Rogera Watersa z
legendarnego zespolu Pink Floyd, nie wiem, czy tacy jak on, polska Konfederacja, czy Marine Le
Pen s3 po ciemnej stronie Ksiezyca. Z pewnoscia zapisuja si¢ jednak na najciemniejszych kartach
europejskiej historii.

3-149-0000

Maite Pagazaurtundda (Renew). — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario, sefiorias, ahora estd mds
claro que la segunda llegada al poder de Putin en 2012 estaba cargada de un identitarismo téxico y
resentido.

El nacional-populismo ha trabajado dentro y fuera de Rusia con su industria de la desinformacion
(lo hemos dicho). En las dltimas décadas ha captado y financiado ideas conspiracionistas y
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también movimientos politicos antieuropeos e ideologias ultras, tanto conservadoras en la nueva
derecha extrema o radical, como en el eje de izquierdas pro venezolano, cubano e irani.

También ha alimentado el independentismo por si revientan la Union en algin punto.

Tras la ocupacion de Ucrania, sin embargo, necesitan desesperadamente generar dudas y miedo en
la opinién publica para que se acobarde, para que acepte, con todas las capas de autoengafio, el
didlogo, el llevarse bien, el que hay que ceder ante Putin.

Ceder un poco ante alguien asi, ante un régimen asi, es pan para hoy y hambre para mafiana. O,
mejor dicho, gas para hoy y desastre para mafana.

Sefiorfas, en la Comisiéon Especial sobre Injerencias Extranjeras en Todos los Procesos
Democraticos de la Unién Europea, en particular la Desinformacién debemos seguir recabando
informacién y entendiendo los mecanismos de la injerencia directa y difusa.

La batalla clave es una dialéctica de voluntades. No la podemos perder.

3-150-0000
Kim Van Sparrentak (Verts/ALE). — Voorzitter, antidemocratische partijen verspreiden online
bewust desinformatie: in Oekraine om verwarring te zaaien en de moraal te breken, maar ook in
de rest van Europa om onze maatschappij te verdelen en democratieén uit te hollen.

De algoritmen en verdienmodellen van big tech gaan goed op extreme content zoals haat en
desinformatie. Dit gebruiken pro-Russische krachten tegen ons. Vorige week nog onthulde EU
DisinfoLab een gigantische pro-Russische desinformatieoperatie via bots en betaalde advertenties
waar Facebook meer dan een ton aan verdiende. Zo worden wij dus steeds verder in een bubbel
van extremisme gesleurd, met gevaar voor onze veiligheid, en ondertussen wordt big tech lachend

rijk.

De oplossing is simpel: we moeten big tech aanpakken en af van persoonlijke, polariserende
algoritmen. Maar ieder daadkrachtig optreden om ze te stoppen gaat de Europese Commissie en
rechtse partijen te ver. We kunnen niet langer toekijken hoe dit systeem Poetin en de uitholling
van onze democratie faciliteert. Hoog tijd om in te grijpen.

3-151-0000

Anren [Ixamb6a3ku (ECR). — I'-u Ipencenarern, pycka arpecust cpely YKpaiiHa 1Ma, pycka IIporaramia
uMa. CaMo de Ta3u pycka MponaraHjga e Ha amepukaHckyu miatgopmu. Hait-ronemure mpxu Ha Tasu
MpOTAraHa ce pasnpoCTPaHsBAT OT AMEPUKAHCKM ITATQOPMM ¥ Te He I CBAJAT. 3allo TOBA € TaKa?
3aII0TO OUEBMIHO He XKEJAsT U 3aII0TO BY [IOMAraT B eIHa JIbXa, a MMEHHO B ITbXKaTa, ye IeCHUTe OMsmm
Cbro3Hmuy Ha [lyTnH.

He, He e BSIpHO. VIcTMHCKUTE CBIO3HMIIM Ha HYTI/[H ca B BpIOKCCJ'[ — TE3U, KOMTO YHMIIOXKaBaxa
CBpOHCﬁCKaTa CHEPIETUKA,; TE€3M, KOUTO YHUIIOXKAaBaXd BBITIMIIHUTE MMHM; TE3M, KOUTO YHMIIOXKAaBaxa
HalllaTa HE3aBMCUMOCT; T€3M, KOUTO HallpaBMXa EBpOHCﬁCKI/I}I CblO3 3aBMCUM OT PYCKUTE BBITIEBOIOPOIN;
" T€3U, KOUTO (1)I/IHaHCI/IpaT pyckaTa UKOHOMMKaA. ToBa ca IpUATEIINTE Ha HYTI/IH. He Hue mecHute, He HUe
HAalIMOHAJIMCTUTE.

HaumoHanusmMbT € eamMHCTBEHATa CbIIpOTUBA, MCTMHCKa WN3BOpHA CbHIPOTMBA Ha 6OH1H€BI/[3M3, d
KOMYHIU3MBT € Ha erM'bJ'[. KakTo Hue ce CBIIPOTUBIIAABAXME C OPBXKME B pbKa CIIEN 45-ta roguHa B
3TouHa EBpona, a BM€ HU M3OCTAaBMUXTE U IIPENANOXTE B SInta, Taka u mHeC [IpoObiIZKaBaTe Na 6’bHeTe
MCTMHCKUTE ChbIO3HMIN Ha HYTI/IH. [Tomucrere 3a ToBa.
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3-152-0000
Paulo Rangel (PPE). — Senhor Presidente, Senhor Ministro, Senhor Comissario, Senhor Vice-
Presidente, ndo é s6 desde 24 de fevereiro deste ano, mas desde a invasdo da Crimeia e, até antes
disso, que certos atores politicos europeus tomam o partido da Rassia e que muitos outros sio
influenciados pela propaganda e pela desinformacao russa.

Nédo podemos esquecer-nos do que aconteceu nas elei¢des americanas em que foi eleito Donald
Trump, ou no referendo do Brexit, ou no referendo apdcrifo da Catalunha. Ndo podemos
esquecer-nos do financiamento de muitos partidos da direita radical, mas também do lancamento
e financiamento de muitos partidos da esquerda radical. Em todos eles, esteve sempre a Rissia,
esteve sempre a central de hacking mundial que € a Rissia.

Putin transformou a Russia numa espécie de KGB global, a qual estamos todos sujeitos, a cujas
agdes estamos todos expostos. E, por isso mesmo, é fundamental que a Unido Europeia tome
medidas claras, medidas com capacidade de influéncia nos media e, essencialmente, nas redes
sociais.

Num momento em que temos um novo panorama do ponto de vista comunicacional, que ndo ¢
apenas o dos media tradicionais, mas é o das redes sociais, nds temos de ser capazes de descobrir as
formas de contrariar a propaganda e a desinforma¢do que podem minar as nossas opinides
publicas e, especialmente neste muito dificil contexto geopolitico, po-las ao lado de Putin, do
Kremlin e das suas viola¢des do direito internacional.

3-153-0000
Brando Benifei (S&D). - Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, la propaganda antieuropea e anti-
Ucraina serpeggia un po’ ovunque tra gli Stati membri e I'ltalia non fa eccezione. Il tempo passa,
ma una certa destra compare di Putin, sedicente guardiana dell'interesse nazionale, ma in realta
con lo sguardo rivolto al Cremlino, continua a strizzare I'occhio verso gli autoritarismi, ignorando
persecuzioni delle minoranze e dimenticando il bavaglio alla libera espressione.

Silvio Berlusconi, leader importante del PPE, ha affermato in diretta TV che Putin ha invaso
I'Ucraina per “sostituire con un governo di persone per bene il governo di Zelensky”. La Lega
continua a non denunciare I'accordo di collaborazione firmato col partito di Putin, Russia Unita, e
mantiene un velo di ambiguita rispetto ai rapporti che sono stati oggetto anche di indagine con
mondi russi, cosi come riguardo alle visite segrete di Matteo Salvini presso I'ambasciata russa a
Roma, a poche ore dall'invasione dell'Ucraina.

Ricordo poi come il regime di Mosca si sia servito scientificamente di mezzi di informazione anti-
ucraini in tutta Europa, diffondendo fake news, additando i profughi ucraini come pericolosi
criminali o presentandoli come uomini benestanti giunti qui senza un reale bisogno. Questa non ¢
una caccia alle streghe, ma una questione di sicurezza nazionale ed europea e anche una questione
di umanita.

Di fronte a un regime che viola il diritto internazionale e minaccia di utilizzare armi atomiche non
possono esserci ambiguita. Servono una condanna unanime e azioni forti come quelle annunciate
dalla Commissione europea a difesa dell'integrita della nostra democrazia e che noi sosteniamo
con tutta la nostra forza.

3-154-0000
Valérie Hayer (Renew). — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, Monsieur le Ministre,
chers collegues, octobre 2011, Marine Le Pen déclare, je cite: J’admire Vladimir Poutine». Février
2014, Poutine envahit la Crimée. Marine Le Pen déclare, je cite encore: «La Crimée a toujours été
russe». Septembre 2014, sept mois plus tard, Marine Le Pen regoit un prét de 9 millions d’euros



05-10-2022 90

d’une banque russe. Elle mange dans la main de Poutine. Février 2022, Poutine envahit le reste de
'Ukraine, Marine Le Pen milite contre les sanctions.

Je parle ici de Marine Le Pen, mais malheureusement, je pourrais en citer d’autres. Matteo Salvini,
Viktor Orban, encore lui, des femmes et des hommes qui relaient mensonges et propagande, que
ce soit dans leurs discours ou sur les réseaux sociaux. Des femmes et des hommes qui agit dans
l'intérét de la Russie bien avant l'intérét de leur patrie. Bref, disons-le des faux patriotes. Ces faux
patriotes, ils portent la responsabilité de notre insécurité, une insécurité qu’ils alimentent en
tentant de diviser les Européens face a I'envahisseur. Il est donc de notre devoir, chers collegues, en
tant que démocrates, de défendre nos valeurs. Aucune compromission avec les pro-Poutine,
aucune alliance, aucune excuse.

3-155-0000
Niklas Nienaf3 (Verts/ALE). — Mr President, the first victim in war is the truth — you all know the
saying. But I would say that if you want to start a war, you first have to kill the truth. Putin has
been doing this for decades now — and also in Europe, like supporting La Lega, Rassemblement
National, FPO and the AfD. By the way, those colleagues all fled this debate like the Russians flee
from the Ukrainian forces.

But also, the biggest target group for Russia is in Russia. Russians have been brainwashed for ages,
have been fed that the world hates them, that only Putin can save them, that every war is justified
for Russia to free the world from ... from what? From freedom? From liberty?

This we must tackle urgently, and this means we need to be active also in Russia. Please
Commissioner, we cannot expect old people to go to the internet, get a VPN and get the
information themselves. We have to address them through the radio, through TV, and we have to
make sure that they are informed with the truth and that they know one thing — we are not the
enemies of the Russian people. The enemies of the Russian people, the thieves of Russian money,
the murders of Russian sons and husbands ... sit in the Kremlin!

3-156-0000
Zdzistaw Krasnodebski (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczacy! Ja nie bede wymienial nazwisk, tylko
wzywam kolegéw do zrobienia rachunku sumienia. Nie bed¢ wymieniat tutaj socjaldemokratow
czy chadekéw, ale moglbym moéwi¢ o Manueli Schwesig, jak méwil moj kolega, o Larsie
Klingbeilu, o Sarze Wagenknecht naturalnie i wielu innych politykach. Wigc prosze zrobic
rachunek sumienia i si¢ zastanowi¢, socjaldemokraci, chadecy, kto wspieral, kto uczynit Putina
silnym.

Chcialbym powiedzie¢ o czyms$ innym, bo uwazam, ze najbardziej niebezpieczni sg ci, ktorzy
powtarzaja rosyjska propagandg o tym nie wiedzac, nie w pelni §wiadomie. Ostatnio w dyskursie
politycznym w Europie padaja czgsto zarzuty o faszyzm, post faszyzm. Kazdy, kto si¢ nie zgadza
z mainstreamem, jest faszysta itd. Jest to powtdrzenie oczywiscie retoryki Frontu Narodowego lat
30tych XX wieku. Jezeli Pafistwo siggng do historii, to bedg wiedzieli, ze to bylo inspirowane
przez Stalina. Wigc powtarzamy jezyk sowiecki czy postsowiecki. Nie moge juz konkludowa, ale
bardzo prosze o refleksje.

3-157-0000
Traian Basescu (PPE). - Domnule presedinte, domnule comisar, cu certitudine propaganda rusa
este extrem de eficientd. Pe de altd parte, trebuie sd observam cd in ultima perioada si combaterea
acestei propagande mincinoase a devenit tot mai puternicd in statele membre ale Uniunii
Europene si este facutd chiar de foarte multi oameni politici si oameni simpli, oameni politici nu
de prim rang, dar care se implicd, si simplii cetdteni, tineri, ONG-uri.
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Cred cd din acest punct de vedere suntem pe un drum bun. Avem insd o altd mare problema,
problema consolidarii lui Putin de cdtre demnitari ai Uniunii Europene. $i aici o sd va dau, o sd
enumdr cativa premieri ai Uniunii Europene care s-au pus in slujba lui Putin dupa terminarea
mandatelor: Schroeder e pe buzele tuturor, Matteo Renzi, fost premier italian, angajat la firma
ruseascd, Christian Kern, fost cancelar austriac, Frangois Fillon, fost premier al Frantei, Esko Aho,
fost premier finlandez, Paavo Lipponen, fost premier finlandez, Karin Kneissl, fost ministru de
externe austriac, Hans Schelling, fost ministru de finante austriac si sigur, nu putea sd lipseascd,
Dominique Strauss-Kahn.

Cu astfel de oameni in jurul sdu si ... (Presedintele a retras cuvantul vorbitorului).

3-158-0000
Gabriele Bischoff (S&D). — Herr Prisident, Herr Minister Bek, Herr Kommissar, Kolleginnen und
Kollegen! Wenn in diesem Hohen Hause die AfD von der Notwendigkeit objektiver Debatten
spricht, kann ich nur sagen: Obacht! Herr Beck ist leider nicht mehr da. Aber ich méchte hier noch
einmal sagen: Es war in der Tat ein Fehler von vielen Parteien, Putin so lange zu vertrauen. Aber es
ist seine Partei, und es ist sein Landesvorsitzender Hocke, der im August in diesem Jahr gefordert
hat, Nord Stream 2 zu 6ffnen. Nur mal so viel zu den Fakten hier im Haus.

Und welche Parteien sind es denn, die jetzt die Angste und Sorgen der Menschen
instrumentalisieren, sie auf die Strafle treiben, versuchen, die Demokratien zu destabilisieren? Das
sind genau diese Rechtspopulisten. Das sind genau diese Postfaschisten, und sie erledigen Putins
Geschift damit. Der kann sich doch die Hande reiben, denn das ist es, was er versucht. Und er hat
eine Armee von Bots, die ihn dabei unterstiitzen, und jede Menge niitzliche Idioten, die das dann
auch noch weiterverbreiten.

Und es war doch der US-Geheimdienst, der unlingst darauf hingewiesen hat, dass
rechtspopulistische Parteien und Kandidaten 2014 nach der Annexion der Krim iiber
300 Millionen Franken erhalten haben, um unsere Demokratie zu destabilisieren, und da miissen
wir einen Riegel vorschieben. Das darf nicht moglich sein.

Deshalb legen aber auch die, die jetzt davon sprechen, dass ukrainische Fliichtlinge
Wobhlfahrtstouristen seien oder Sozialtouristen, hier in einer solchen Situation die Ziindschnur an.
Lassen Sie uns gemeinsam dagegen vorgehen, damit Putin nicht gewinnt!

3-159-0000
Dragos Tudorache (Renew). — Mr President, dear colleagues, this is what history will remember
of this war: a mad dictator invaded his neighbour, caused death and destruction, but failed in the
face of bravery and solidarity. Ukraine wins, Putin loses and Europe grows more united.

There is but one problem, and it remains horrible: Putin’s lackeys are still here around us. They
continue to poison our societal debates. They continue to undermine our democracies. They
spread disinformation and turn citizens against each other.

We must therefore build tools to stop them from winning elections through lies and
manipulation, from feeding on the fears and insecurity of all citizens. We must therefore bring to
light, and then forbid, any funding of our politics from Russia. You cannot run for office in Europe
on Russian money. Full stop.

Second, we need to secure our ability to act as a Union. We need to move away from the blackmail
of unanimity and maintain our ability to push back against Putin and others like him. Let us bring
down Putin’s cronies wherever they are in our governments, in our parliaments, in our
democracies!
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3-160-0000
Alexandr Vondra (ECR). — Pane predsedajici, ano, ruskd propaganda jede na plné obratky. A ¢im
je Putinova patd kolona pocetngjsi, tim je silnéjsi. Musime se branit, ale feSeni nemohou byt jenom
zakazy a nas pla¢. Musime si také sdhnout do svédomi. Ten vycet téch cronies tady jde napfic zleva
doprava. Ano, kdo nds dostal vic do té Putinovy opratky? Angela Merkelovd a jeji Energiewende,
Gerhard Schroder, holandsti politici a jejich Gazprom nebo Matteo Salvini, madam Le Penovd a
dals, kteff tam hledaji financovani a zastani? Myslim si, Ze to jde bohuzel tady napii¢ a Ze dokud si
neséhneme my sami do svédomi, dokud nepfestaneme nahdnét tady tou dominanci
progresivismu konzervativce do ruského naruci, tak pak budeme teprve silnéjsi a vice schopni se
propagandg branit.

3-161-0000

Suncana Glavak (PPE). — Postovani predsjedavajudi, povjerenice, kolegice i kolege, destabilizacija
demokratskih procesa putem dezinformacija ozbiljno je bojiste. Pripremajuéi vojnu agresiju,
Rusija se angazirala u propagandnom i medijskom smislu kako bi prikazala Ukrajinu kao drzavu u
kojoj su na vlasti nacisti koji ugrozavaju rusku manjinu. lako je ukrajinski narod, slobodnom
voljom na demokratski provedenim izborima, nekoliko puta jasno izabrao put prema
euroatlantskim integracijama, ruska propaganda nastojala je prikazati, ne samo vlast u Kijevu kao
pudisticku i time nelegitimnu, nego je i$la tako daleko da je cijeli jedan narod optuzila za pokusaj
provodenja genocida.

Te lazi, koje su se ¢ule i s pozornice najveCeg svjetskog foruma Opce skupstine Ujedinjenih
naroda, godinama se nastoje plasirati i u europski medijski, nazalost, akademski, prostor, iako je
jasno da se radi, prvo o pripremi za agresiju, a poslije i opravdanju nezakonite i neizazvane vojne
invazije susjedne suverene drzave. Optuzivanje Europske unije i Sjevernoatlantskog saveza, da su
svojim politickim prihvadanjem u ¢lanstvo svih onih koji dijele iste vrijednosti ugrozili samu
opstojnost Ruske Federacije te da su svojim ponasanjem izazvali Kremlj na vojnu intervenciju,
moze se ¢uti u nekim medijima, u politickom prostoru i u izbornim kampanjama pa i tijekom
prosvjeda u nekim drzavama ¢lanicama zbog ozbiljno narusenog gospodarskog stanja, koje je
upravo posljedica razarajuceg djelovanja ruskog politickog vodstva, a ne odgovora iz drzava i
institucija Europske unije.

3-162-0000
Marina Kaljurand (S&D). — Austatud isungi juhataja! Desinformatsioon ei ole uus nihtus ja on
kahetsusvairne, et Venemaa on jdtkuvalt edukas oma propagandas, mille eesmirk on 6dnestada
demokraatiat, 10hestada Euroopa Liitu ja digustada kuritegelikku sdda Ukrainas. Sellele saab ja
tuleb vastata koigil voimalikel tasanditel. Euroopa Liit on astunud mitmeid viga digeid samme
voitluses Vene vidrinformatsiooniga. Meil on idasuunalise strateegilise kommunikatsiooni
rakkerithm, uus védarinformatsiooni vastu voitlemise koodeks ja digiteenuste akt. Aga ka
liitkmesriikidel tuleb teha oma osa, kaitsta demokraatiat ja kaitsta oma iihiskondi. Eesti puhul
tihendab see ka palju aktiivsemat suhtlemist venekeelse elanikkonnaga: kuulamist, selgitamist,
veenmist. Ees ootavad raske siigis ja raske talv, kus lisaks Ukraina sojale hakkavad inimesi
mojutama korged elektri- ja toiduhinnad. Kreml ainult ootab, et kasutada seda keerulist olukorda
ja poliitilisi kasulikke idioote ka Euroopa Liidu poliitikute seas. Argem laskem Kremlil
propagandasdda voital

3-163-0000

Katalin Cseh (Renew). — Mr President, Commissioner, Minister, colleagues, let me start with a
quote from the Hungarian public broadcaster: ‘the United States trains the pro-Russian
government in Ukraine to a pro-American regime, reprogramming Ukrainian politics, driving it
further away from Russia, which resulted in the current situation.’

So this is how the Hungarian state media explains geopolitics to its viewers in the centre of the
European Union, funded by the tax money of European Union citizens. Ukrainians are repeatedly
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being compared to Nazi Germany, their right to exist is repeatedly called into question and Putin’s
war crimes are regularly whitewashed as self-defence. This is so prevalent in the Hungarian
state-sponsored media that the Russian channels often even quote them directly to justify their
own position.

The results are staggering. Three per cent of Hungarian government sympathisers believe that
Russia is responsible for beginning the war. Three per cent, colleagues — think about it. We have to
have the tools to fight this. The East StratCom Task Force has to adapt to debunk Russian
propaganda, even when it is coming from a Member State. Not every country is a benevolent
actor. Putin’s mouthpieces have no business spreading lies as a full-time job in our Union.

3-164-0000

Patryk Jaki (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczgcy! Panie Komisarzu! Szanowni Panstwo, szukacie
przyjaciol Putina jak zwykle w prawicy. Ja jednak proponuje, Zeby najpierw spojrze¢ w lustro. Jak
Putin w swoim ostatnim wystapieniu uzasadnial mozliwos¢ uzycia broni jadrowej? Wiecie jak?
Otz powiedzial, ze Stany Zjednoczone zaatakowaly Nord Stream. A skad to wiedzial? Wiedziat
od waszego posta Radostawa Sikorskiego. Co zrobiliscie w tej sprawie?

Co wigcej, najSmieszniejsze jest to, jak lewica szuka wszedzie wspotpracownikéw Putina, a sama
w swoim skladzie ma Gerharda Schrodera i trzech polskich komunistycznych kacykéw, ktorzy na
zlecenie Moskwy organizowali w naszym kraju aparat represji wobec obywateli.

Wy sami powinniscie zrobi¢ rachunek sumienia, dlatego ze caltkiem niedawno wigkszos¢
Parlamentu przegltosowala, w sporze Polska przeciwko Lukaszence i Putinowi, rezolucj¢, w ktorej
stalicie wprost po stronie Lukaszenki i Putina, kiedy atakowano polskie granice.

Co wigcej, mowicie, ze do kryzysu, wojny i inflacji doprowadzila pycha i brak wystuchania Polski
i panstw baltyckich. No pigkne. Tylko jaka recepte w tej chwili proponujecie? Otdz proponujecie
wiecej tego, co bylo, to znaczy likwidacje weta, wigcej kompetencji dla Niemiec i eurokratéw. To
si¢ musi zle skonczy¢.

Co wigcej, zastanoéwecie si¢, komu teraz sprzyja to, Ze na Polske nalozyliscie wigcej sankcji niz na
Rosje? Bo odliczajgc te pienigdze, ktore si¢ Polsce nalezg, tak wlasnie jest. Komu to sprzyja ?

Co wigcej, chcecie uchodzi¢ za imperium moralne. To ja mam dla Was propozycje. To niech
najpierw Niemcy rozlicza si¢ za swoje zbrodnie i zaplacy reparacje Polsce. Bo Putin Was bardzo
dokladnie obserwuje i mysli sobie tak: moge zréwna¢ Ukraing z ziemig i tak nigdy za to nie
zaplace. A dlaczego? A dlatego, ze jak kto$ o to zapyta, to ja powiem, Ze postepuje dokladnie tak
samo, jak Niemcy. Ze przeszto$¢ nie ma juz znaczenia. Rozmawiajmy o przysztosci. To si¢ dzisiaj
tylko liczy.

I co? I kto jest rosyjska onucg?

3-165-0000

Liudas Mazylis (PPE). — Gerbiamas Pirmininke, esminis ,kontrpropagandos® bruozas yra
atsakymas tiesa j propagandinj melg. O tas Kremliaus ir jo sekéjy — pavieniy veikéjy, interesy
grupiy ir krastutiniy politiniy judéjimy Europoje — melas yra jmantrus, ilgai ir kruopsciai
ruoSiamas, dosniai finansuojamas ir visa savo esme nusikalstamas, taigi gali ir privalo bati
baudziamas. Melagingy teiginiy klisés darosi atpazistamos: abejonés dél Kremliaus nusikaltimy,
del karo priezas¢iy, o Ukrainai perlauzus situacija frontuose, jau siiloma tg stabdyti
diplomatinémis priemonémis.
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Mechanizmai tai propagandai uzkardyti egzistuoja, bet turi bati kur kas griez¢iau taikomi.
Draudimas transliuoti Rusijos valstybing zZiniasklaida buvo teisingas, bet to nepakanka.
Samoningumo didinimas, visuomenés $vietimas, parama ekspertams, organizacijoms,
dirbanc¢ioms propagandos ir dezinformacijos klausimais, — veiksmai, kuriy praSome jau ne
vienerius metus.

Atidave eterj Kremliaus veikéjams, isgirstame tik smurto, propagandos kurstyma, betgi to kaip tik
neleidzia ES skaitmeniniy paslaugy aktas, taigi to ir laikykimés. 300 milijony, Rusijos isleisty
politiniams judéjimams finansuoti uZsienyje, tai yra pas mus, — tiesiogiai priestarauja Kovos su
terorizmu finansavimo direktyvai. Taigi asmenys, aktyviai siekiantys paveikti parama Ukrainai,
turi bati patraukti atsakomybeén, turi bati iSviesintos jy uzmaskuotos finansinés sasajos su kilmés
Salimi Rusija.

3-166-0000

Nils Usakovs (S&D). — Mr President, dear colleagues, there are roughly five to seven million
Russians or Russian speakers who live right now in Europe. In countries like Latvia, absolute
majority of them are Latvian citizens, that is citizens of the European Union. And that’s exactly
why, stronger than ever, we must support enhancing, or in some cases establishing, European
identity of Russian-speaking residents of our Union.

European Union has to think outside the box, demonstrate strong leadership and provide support
for European media in Russian language. Moreover, we have to support cultural and educational
activities in Russian, various integration programmes.

We should not rely at this moment on national governments in their capacities only. Support
must come from the European Union and must be provided across the continent. Millions of
pro-European-minded Russians can certainly become another powerful tool to cope with
propaganda from Russia and probably to cope with propaganda in Russia itself.

3-167-0000
T'ewpyloc Koptoog (Renew). — Kupie [Tpoedpe, Jewpm pieyaln emrtuyia v euponaikr avienideon
évavtt tou [lovy oto dépa tev Wewv kat ¢ mAnpogopnone. O Tovtv ekanéluoe évav uPpLdikd
TONELLO Y10 VaL S AIGEL THV EUPOTIAIKT] KOWVT] YVOLLT KL VAL TPOETOLHACEL TIG ENUETIKEG TOU EVEPYELEG. XTIV
apyr) onpelooe enttuyieg, al\a topa to Tomio £xet al\atet dpaotika oe fapog tou. Ot Eupwnaiot moAiteg
TOU TOU €YOUV EUMIETOOUVI] £XOUV MEPLOPIOTEL O HOVOWNPLL TOGOOTA 0XedOV 0 OAEG TIG YWPES TNG
Eupomnaikng Evworng, evo 1 peotkr ko) yvoun £xet apyioet va mpofAnuatiCetat pe Tig emAoyEg Tou Kat
TO KOOTOG TOU £XOUV YI& T PWOLKI] OLKOVOLIQ Kat KOwwvia. Amodeikvietal £Ttol oty mpagn Ot 1
e\eudepia OTOV XOPO TWV LECKV EVILEPWOTG OOMYEL OE GLOTA AMOTEAEGHATA GE OTL APOPE TNV KOV
yvopn otav meplopiloupie Tig duvatoTnteg dieloduong Kat UTOVOHEUONG amO AUTAPXIKA KADECTOTA Kt
diktaropeg. Eipaote o kako dpopo.

3-168-0000
Kosma Zlotowski (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczgcy! Na wojnie walka z dezinformacjg jest rownie
wazna jak niszczenie czolgéw czy samolotow przeciwnika. Rosjanie od lat wykorzystuja
mozliwosci oferowane im przez internet do wplywania na europejska opini¢ publiczng. Niestety
wielu dziennikarzy, politykéw czy artystow w panstwach czlonkowskich mniej lub bardziej
$wiadomie wspiera narracj¢ Moskwy. Nadal nie umiemy skutecznie temu przeciwdziataé.
Moglismy si¢ o tym przekonac takze w Polsce podczas sztucznego kryzysu migracyjnego, gdy
prébowano sabotowal stanowcze dzialania naszego rzadu w obronie granic Unii Europejskiej.
Krytyka takich przedsigwzigé jak kanal przez Mierzeje Wislang, gazocigg Baltic Pipe, czy
rozbudowa polskiej armii to takze stuzy wylacznie interesom Putina. W wojnie informacyjnej
kazdy z nas jest zolnierzem, ale jak moglismy si¢ ostatnio przekona¢, jeden nieprzemyslany wpis
na Twitterze moze mie¢ sit¢ razenia bomby atomowe;j.
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3-169-0000
Geoffroy Didier (PPE). — Monsieur le Président, le gouvernement de Vladimir Poutine n’a aucune
valeur et n’a aucune limite, ses armes sont illégitimes de toutes natures. Face au silence d’une
Europe longtemps endormie, prostrée et brouillonne, Vladimir Poutine a avancé méthodiquement
ses pions durant plusieurs années.

Selon de nombreuses sources concordantes, 300 millions de dollars auraient permis a la Russie de
financer des partis politiques étrangers européens depuis pres de dix ans. 1l y a bien str I'extréme
droite, mais cela, nous le savions déja et nous n’avions rien a espérer d’eux. Mais le plus édifiant, et
devrais-je dire, le plus écceurant, est que des ONG européennes qui se prétendent pourtant
porteuses de combats salutaires comme I'écologie et qui ont méme fourni certains ministres a des
pays d’Europe, auraient elles aussi été financées par des intéréts et entreprises russes telles que
Gazprom. De soi-disant écologistes, littéralement achetés pour défendre la sortie du nucléaire et
maintenir ainsi la dépendance européenne vis-a-vis du gaz russe.

Qui parmi eux se sont fait les complices de Vladimir Poutine? Cette question mérite d’étre posée
dans cette enceinte, dans cet hémicycle. Cette question mérite d’étre posée par les peuples
européens, qui ont le droit de connaitre la vérité. Parce que, mes amis, nous le savons désormais,
derriere le paravent de I'écologie politique se cachent parfois des intéréts bien sombres et parfois
méme le pire qui soit.

3-170-0000

Vlad-Marius Botos (Renew). — Domnule presedinte, propaganda antieuropeand a inceput deja
de cativa ani si unele discursuri de acum citeva minute ne aratd acest lucru chiar si in aceastd
institutie. Campaniile antieuropene nu sunt duse doar de partidele sustinute de Putin, ci si de acele
partide care nu stiu sd vind cu solutii si au nevoie de un tap ispasitor. Libertatea de opinie a fost
distorsionatd in libertatea de a minti, de a manipula oamenii.

Toate aceste discursuri pot fi trecute cu vederea in timp de pace, dar sunt extrem de greu de
acceptat in perioada razboiului, cdnd vedem in fiecare sdptdmana alte si alte dovezi ale masacrelor
comise in Ucraina, in teritoriile ocupate, cdnd avem printre noi atitia oameni, copii, femei,
batrani, ucraineni, care au fost nevoiti s isi lase in urma sotii, fratii, tatii, copiii, fara a sti cand se
pot intoarce si cand ii vor mai vedea, sa-si lase in urmd viata normald pe care o aveau.

Este nevoie de actiuni concrete si coordonate pentru a opri aceastd propagandd mincinoasa. Este
nevoie de mdsuri rapide si clare pentru a demasca legaturile directe sau indirecte dintre cei care
sustin campaniile antieuropene.

3-171-0000
Karlo Ressler (PPE). — Postovani predsjedavajudi, postovani povjerenice, kolegice i kolege,
sastavni dio ruskog velikodrzavnog koncepta je sirenje kontrole i dominacije izvan svojih granica.
Propagandom, hibridnim djelovanjem, dezinformacijama i krivotvorenjem povijesti, a od 24.
veljace, nazalost i vojnom agresijom na ukrajinski narod.

Slicnim takvim pokusajima Hrvatska je svjedocila prije 30 godina, kao Zrtva agresije
velikosrpskog Milosevi¢evog rezima, ali nazalost i danas srbijanske vlasti ve¢ standardno perfidno
provode hibridnu verziju politike Srbije iz devedesetih godina prema susjednim drzavama.
Zloupotrebom pravosuda, svojatanjem kulturne bastine, manipulacijom povijesti i kr$enjem
prava manjina.

Takvi otrovni refleksi, koji svoj uzor i danas pronalaze u Rusiji i povlastenim politickim
energetskim i ekonomskim vezama u odnosima s Moskvom, $tete Srbiji, Stete i cijeloj Europi. I
dok je god tome tako, kolegice i kolege, mislim da je potpuno jasno da Srbiji nije mjesto u



05-10-2022 96

Europskoj uniji i da ¢e se Srbija, ne samo formalno udaljavati od pregovora s Europskom unijom,
nego da Ce se i temeljno, dubinski, nazalost, udaljavati od cijele europske civilizacije.

3-172-0000
Roéza Thun und Hohenstein (Renew). — Mr President, it's good that at last we are starting to
treat this aspect of the war completely seriously. It’s encouraging to see the determination of
Minister Bek and of Commissioner Schinas and the activities presented, but we need them not as
words — we really need them as facts.

I would like to quote the numbers evoked here already by Guy Verhofstadt. Out of 6 676 names
identified by the Navalny Foundation as a propaganda machine, 135 were proposed for sanctions
and only six were sanctioned — only six were sanctioned.

Facebook identified 60 disinformation sites. They hid under the names and visualisation of
well-known media like The Guardian, Der Spiegel, Bild. They used false profiles, false accounts in
seven languages.

[ remember when Barack Obama, proud about the US IT companies, declared ‘the internet is ours’.
But it is Putin who successfully uses it as a war tool...

(The President cut off the speaker)

3-173-0000
Sean Kelly (PPE). — A Uachtardin, we've entered a new phase in the unnecessary and callous war
waged by Vladimir Putin. His shambolic and illegal referendums have served as a fickle means for
Russia to try to absorb thousands of square kilometres of Ukrainian territory in what will be the
largest forced annexation of land in Europe since 1945. Like the heinous war crimes that are part
of Russian standard military tactics, disinformation has now become a fundamental element of
Russia’s international relations.

Last week, within hours of the Nord Stream pipeline explosion, disinformation, fitting the pattern
of Russian information warfare was immediately circulated on social media platforms. This is a
very sophisticated and covert operation, which at this stage is a well-oiled machine that has
proven to be effective in many circumstances. It's amplified to social media algorithms.

The aim is to flood social media with false information, to blur the lines of fact and deter public
opinion from supporting Ukraine, depicting it as a failed, corrupt, Nazi state. Disinformation has
been so effective that many so-called ‘free thinkers” have been reduced to unwitting Kremlin
spokespersons. It is time to strongly counter this disinformation in the EU.

3-174-0000
Engin Eroglu (Renew). — Herr Prisident, sehr geehrte Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Wegen Putin
sterben seit Februar tiglich Menschen in der Ukraine. Und natiirlich schauen wir als EU dort nicht
tatenlos zu. Wir sind das globale Friedens- und Freiheitsprojekt und werden niemals tatenlos
zuschauen.

Sanktionen sind das Mindestmaf, was wir machen konnen, miissen, um diesen Kriegstreiber nicht
mehr zu finanzieren. Diese Sanktionen werden jedoch in Frage gestellt. Uns ist klar, dass Putin seit
Jahren Geld in der EU in seine Propagandamaschine investiert. Putins Helfer, die sich hier offen
ordinir an seine Seite stellen — ob jetzt hier bei uns im Parlament oder in nationalen Parlamenten —
, sind nicht unser primares Problem.

Unser priméres Problem ist die Desinformationskampagne von Putin in den sozialen Netzwerken
und in den Medien. Dies miissen wir ganz klar aufdecken und dagegen vorgehen. Deshalb sind
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diese versteckten Kanile aufzudecken und zu bekimpfen. Wir miissen besser sein als die russische
Propaganda. Wir miissen besser sein darin, die Menschen in der Européischen Union aufzuklaren,
und — das ist das Allerwichtigste — Putin darf diesen Krieg nicht gewinnen, weder in der Ukraine
noch in unserem Informationsraum.

3-175-0000
Miriam Lexmann (PPE). — Mr President, Commissioner, colleagues, for many years, Russia has
continued to use information warfare and other hybrid threats to weaken our democracies.
Russian aggression against Ukraine has only deepened this, from spreading lies about the brave
people of Ukraine, to cynically claiming that Putin’s Russia is a defender of traditional values. We
must fight Putin’s propaganda, and there are concrete measures we can take.

First, we must strengthen our StratCom units on both national and EU level, including the
under-funded and under-staffed East StratCom unit. We must actively expose the Kremlin’s lies
and, at the same time, actively communicate to our citizens our policies and actions.

Second, although propaganda is not a new phenomenon, it has been exacerbated by social media.
We can only successfully fight Russian propaganda if social media are part of the solution.

Third, we must defend freedom of speech, and that’s why we mustn’t allow ‘cancel culture’ or any
similar trends. At the same time, we must understand that freedom of speech belongs to
individuals, and not to bots or any anonymous social media accounts.

Dear colleagues, just as the Ukrainian people are bravely fighting Putin’s aggression, so must we
not be afraid to give them all our support, and to fight Putin’s propaganda and lies. Truth will
conquer, and it will win over lies.

3-176-0000
Karin Karlsbro (Renew). — Herr talman! Kommissionar, minister, kollegor! Ingen kan blunda for
vad Ryssland har gjort och gor ndr det géller att gora 16gnen till sanning for att nd sina syften. Vi
kan inte sdga att vi inte visste, att vi inte sdg det komma. Rysslands annektering av Krim och kriget
i ostra Ukraina var ju ndmligen inget annat dn en smill pd kiften pd den europeiska
sikerhetsordningen. Att gasledningarna p4 Ostersjons botten hade fler syften &n ren business —
det var uppenbart.

Sedan invasionen av Ukraina har nu desinformationen nétt nya hojder. Nar ukrainska trupper ar
pa vdg att ta tillbaka sitt eget land, fortsdtter en desperat Putin att gora 16gn till sanning.

[ fredags annekterade Ryssland fyra nya ukrainska regioner med uppbackning av sd kallade
folkomrostningar. Det virsta med desinformation dr ju att den fungerar. Se bara vad Elon Musk
twittrade haromdagen! Nej, ett oprovocerat anfallskrig 4r inte en frdga om tva parter som ska
komma overens, utan Ryssland maste lamna tillbaka varenda kvadratmeter.

Vi mdste sluta spela med i Putins teater. Det ar slut pd lognerna. Sanningen maste vinna.

3-177-0000
Michaela Sojdrova (PPE). — Pane piedsedajici, vaZeny pane ministfe, kolegyné a kolegové, dnes a
denné citime, jak silnou zbrani je ruskd dezinformacni kampan. Sifitelé dezinformaci vyuzivaji
také strachu ze zvySovani cen energii a provokuji nendvist mezi lidmi. Proto jsou tak velmi
dulezitd opatfeni proti zdrazovani na evropské i ndrodni trovni. Proti dezinformacni vilce
musime bojovat vyvracenim 17{ a polopravd. A protoze dnes pfi této debaté nemadme moznost
polozit modrou kartu, chci pozadat pana kolegu Davida, aby mi pisemné odpovédél. Kdo tedy
financuje zablokované dezinformac¢ni weby, kdyz tvrdi, Ze to neni Rusko a jeho spojenci? Pokud
neznd skutecného investora, pak at nesifi tyto dezinformace. Komisi a ¢eskému ptedsednictvi
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dékuji za jeho usili a vyzyvam k jesté vétsi finanéni podpofe tcinnych ndstroji, jako je StratCom a
Evropska digitalni observatof. Ddmy a panové, nasi nejvétsi zbrani je pfesvédcent, Ze pravda je na
nasi strané.

3-178-0000

]ordi Cafias (Renew). — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario, Ucrania estd en guerra contra Rusia y
Europa lleva aflos inmersa en una guerra hibrida contra Rusia. Una guerra hibrida de
desinformacién, propaganda e injerencia politica que ha apoyado a la extrema derecha, a la
extrema izquierda y a los partidos separatistas.

Aqui hemos oido hablar de Salvini. Si. Hemos oido hablar de Berlusconi. Si. Hemos oido hablar de
Le Pen. Si. Pero gsaben de quién no hemos oido hablar hoy? ;Saben quién se reunio tres veces en
Mosctl, una vez en Ginebra y una vez en Barcelona para pedir ayuda a Rusia, a sus servicios
secretos, para la independencia de Catalufia, ayuda econdmica, politica y militar, con el envio de
diez mil soldados para apoyar la independencia de Catalufia? Carles Puigdemont, expresidente de
la Generalitat de Catalufia y su nicleo duro politico.

Esto es una realidad. Son hechos. Hechos, no insinuaciones, hechos reales: comunicaciones con
servicios secretos, con el entorno directo de Putin, para pedir ayuda para la independencia de una
parte del territorio europeo.

Los ucranianos ganaran la guerra, pero jvamos a ganar la nuestra nosotros contra los rusos?

3-179-0000
Inese Vaidere (PPE). — Godatais sédes vaditaj! Dargie kolégi! Kremlis ir gadiem ilgi indéjis Eiropu
ar propagandu. Tadé] nebija stingras Eiropas atbildes Krievijas agresijai Gruzija un Krima, kas,
iesp&jams, biitu novérsis karu Ukraina.

Putins nespé€j uzlabot vienkarso krievu dzives limeni. Ta vieta kultivé mitu par labajiem Eiropas
atbrivotdjiem no faSisma. So atbrivotaju toreizéjo zvéribu nesodiSana iedrosinaja Krieviju uz
pilnigu necilvécibu Ukraina. Patiesiba tie$i Krievija Sobrid valda fasistisks rezims.

Eiropas Savienibas budzeta jau ieklauts manis izstradatais pilotprojekts cinai pret Krievijas
dezinformaciju, ta¢u tam janovirza vél nopietnaki lidzekli. Dezinformacija padarijusi Krievijas
naciju slimu, par ko liecina plasais atbalsts baismigajam karam Ukraina. Jabloké pieeja visiem
Krem]a medijiem. Nav runas par varda brivibu, jo Krievija nepartraukti melo.

Jaatbrivojas no Kremla ideologijas parstavjiem Eiropa un japalielina ierocu piegades Ukrainai.
Cina pret Krievijas propagandu mums jabiit tikpat apnémigiem ka ukrainiem karalauka. Paldies!
3-180-0000

Claudia Gamon (Renew). — Herr Prisident! Eine russische Zeitung hat heute eine Kolumne der
chemaligen Osterreichischen Aufenministerin der FPO, Karin Kneissl, verdffentlicht. Europa
brauche das russische Gas, versicherte sie ihren russischen Leserinnen und Lesern. Die Putin-
Versteher in Osterreich und der Europdischen Union stehen nicht nur fiir den buchstiblichen
Kniefall, wie im Fall der Karin Kneissl, sondern fiir den vollkommenen moralischen Verfall.

Ein steirischer Abgeordneter der Kommunistischen Partei bezeichnete die Ukraine als
verkriippelten Staat und wiederholte bekannte Liigen, zum Beispiel in dem Sinne, die Sanktionen
seien volkerrechtswidrig. Was macht das offizielle Osterreich? Kanzler Nehammer trifft ein paar
der einflussreichsten Putin-Versteher: Viktor Orban und Aleksandar Vucic.

Russland hat den Liigenkrieg perfektioniert, aber die Wahrheit bleibt: Russland ist der Aggressor,
Wladimir Putin ist ein Kriegsverbrecher, und die Ukraine muss diesen Krieg gewinnen.
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3-181-0000
Stanislav Pol¢ak (PPE). — Pane pfedsedajici, Evropska unie je pod tlakem dezinformaci zvnittku i
zvnéjsku, nejen z Ruska, jiz dlouhodobé. Kdyz se podivite na rusky rozpocet, tak zjistite, Ze pravé
to pfislusné oddéleni, které md dezinformace na starosti, roste rozpoctové kazdy rok. Ne, Ze
bychom v této véci nic neudélali, ale myslim si, Ze je nutné udélat v boji proti zejména ruskym
dezinformacim vice. A musim pfipomenout ndvrh, ktery jsme zde projednavali jiz v minulém
obdobi, jd jsem ho podaval, o nepfipustnosti financovani narodnich politickych stran tfetimi
zemémi. Tento navrh neprosel. A ¢eho jsme svédky dlouhodobé? Bohuzel ve vétsiné clenskych
statti EU najdete jednu, dokonce vice stran, které maji nepochybné ruské financovani. Takovyto
stav je nepfipustny a musime se vypofadat s ruskou propagandou jednou provzdy, vyhnat ji z
nasich vlad, vyhnat ji z nasich politickych stran, z nasich kanceldi{ a byt jednotni.

3-182-0000
Margaritis Schinas, Vice-President of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, thank
you for this rich and at times passionate debate. The only real security concern that Russia is
facing is our model society, our democracy, and our way of life. This is what they fear, and this is
what they’re fighting against in Ukraine.

Defending our democracies includes defending the foundations on which they stand: media
freedom, open discourse, and informed decisions by voters. We are acting on all these fronts. We
are fighting disinformation with everything we've got, but more is yet to come. We shall come
forward before next summer with a Defence of Democracy package, which will address the
problem of foreign agents and review the European Democracy Action Plan, notably ensuring it is
still fit for purpose regarding the fight against disinformation.

But we should also ask ourselves collectively a question: why is disinformation so easily possible
in Europe? Why is it so easy to seduce Europeans with toxicity, with ideas that are spread through
propaganda campaigns using decades old manipulation tools, and to disseminate lies so quickly?
Why are we so lacking in resilience? Where is the immunity we should collectively have as a
Union of democracies?

I think that these are real questions we should be asking ourselves these days, and we should try to
seek remedies and solutions. The quest for a more resilient European society is more pressing than
ever before, and we can indeed look around and take examples from countries like Finland, for
example, where a robust democratic education system helps people not to become victims of
propaganda and to acquire resilience, defence and immunity.

I agree with Guy Verhofstadt when he says that we should also do more with our partners, that
our partners should and can do more — especially some of them who are EU candidate countries.
They cannot be at the same time with us and with those who are aiming to harm us.

The moment of truth is coming. Our people will not understand that in these difficult times, some
of our EU countries that aspire to be members of the family can act on both boats. If they forget it,
let me assure you that we shall remind them of this obligation.

3-183-0000
Mikulds Bek, President-in-Office of the Council. — Mr President, Vice-President of the Commission,
honourable Members, today’s debate shows once again the complexity of the interference in our
democratic life. We must continue to work on strengthening our resilience while also clearly
showing that we will not accept actions against our right to have an information space free from
manipulation.
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We will continue to take active and determined actions against it. The Council as a whole attaches
particular importance to protecting our democratic processes, institutions and societies from any
foreign interference, be it information manipulation or other means.

Let me recall some of our actions from past month. On 2 March 2022, the Council suspended the
broadcasting activities of Sputnik and Russia Today in the EU or directed at the EU until the
aggression to Ukraine is put to an end and until Russia ceases to conduct disinformation and
information manipulation actions against the EU and its Member States. As you may remember,
this decision has been confirmed by the European Court of Justice.

In June 2022, the Council adopted the conclusions in which it introduced a framework for a
coordinated response to hybrid threats and campaigns affecting the EU Member States and
partners. The next step is the development of the EU hybrid toolbox, and here the work is actively
ongoing under the Czech Presidency. It demonstrates the new level of ambition at EU level to
counter hybrid threats, including foreign interference and manipulation and the war in Ukraine
was one of the accelerators pushing the political agenda further.

In July 2022, the Council adopted conclusions in which it reiterated that the EU and Member
States will step up their efforts to reach out to third countries in order to support Ukraine in
agreed dimensions and to counter the false Russian narrative and manipulation of information.
And concerning the sanction regime in this area, the Council is, of course, willing to examine any
proposal from the Commission on possible extension of sanctions lists.

Honourable Members, rest assured that the Council will continue to support the joint efforts with
the Parliament to make progress on devising ambitious and firm European responses to the issues
we have been debating today. Thank you very much for your attention.

3-184-0000
Puhetta johti HEIDIHAUTALA
varapuhemies

3-185-0000
Puhemies. — Keskustelu on pattynyt.

7.  Valiokuntien ja valtuuskuntien kokoonpano

3-187-0000
Puhemies. — ECR-ryhmai on ilmoittanut puhemiehelle paatoksestd, jolla muutetaan valiokunnan
nimityksid.

Kyseinen padtos merkitddn timédn pdivin istunnon poytakirjaan ja se tulee voimaan paivand, jona
siitd on ilmoitettu.

8. Romanian ja Bulgarian liittyminen Schengen-alueeseen
(keskustelu)

3-189-0000
Puhemies. — Esityslistalla on seuraavana neuvoston ja komission julkilausumat Romanian ja
Bulgarian liittymisestd Schengen-alueeseen (2022/2852(RSP)).

3-190-0000

Mikuld$ Bek, President-in-Office of the Council. — Madam President, honourable Members,
Commissioner, the Schengen area is one of the greatest achievements of our Union. In recent
years, it has been under considerable strain.
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Successive crises such as the 2015 migration wave, COVID-19 pandemics, or the impact of the
current Russian war of aggression against Ukraine have tested our response capacity. Therefore,
considerable efforts were, and continue to be, required to ensure the resilience of the Schengen
area. Inter alia, adoption of the Schengen Borders Code would be an important step in that
direction, and the Council is ready to start a trialogue as soon as possible.

Furthermore, the Presidency considers the pending completion of the enlargement of the
Schengen area as a key missing element. As you are well aware, Bulgaria and Romania have
completed the necessary conditions for the Council to be able to discuss the lifting of controls at
internal borders. In this context, the Czech Presidency is committed to making progress so as to
enable Bulgaria and Romania to be fully part of the Schengen area.

More concretely, the Presidency is working towards the adoption of the required Council decision
by unanimity at the December Council. In this regard, we are engaging with Member States to
prepare the ground for a substantive discussion on the lifting of controls at internal borders with
Bulgaria and Romania.

In our effort to secure the necessary unanimity in the Council, the Presidency facilitated the expert
visits in Bulgaria and Romania next week, as conducted by the Commission. The visits, which are
hosted by both Member States on a voluntary basis and in the spirit of mutual trust, will ascertain
the implementation of the fundamental elements of the Schengen acquis.

In parallel, the Presidency fully supports the full Schengen accession of Croatia. We trust that the
European Parliament will issue its opinion on the matter in due time. The Council will be
informed about the state of play regarding the Schengen enlargement process in mid-October.

The completion of the Schengen enlargement would constitute another milestone in the
functioning of the Schengen area, and the Presidency remains committed to that effect, in full
cooperation with the European Parliament, as well as with the Commission.

3-191-0000
Margaritis Schinas, Vice-President of the Commission. — Madam President, dear Minister,
honourable Members, Schengen together with the euro, the single market and Erasmus is one of
the most emblematic achievements of the European Union. Schengen is the jewel in our crown.

It is the largest area of borderless travel in the world, including 26 countries so far, and benefiting
420 million people. It is part of our way of life and an important element for making us feel not
only nationals but also Europeans. It is also one of the most travelled regions in the world. Today,
Schengen travellers make 1.25 billion journeys in the Schengen area every year.

One third of our population lives in border regions and there are 3.5 million people crossing a
border every day. We also count 24 million business trips per year. These are not numbers. This is
the fuel of our economy. This is what fertilises our society.

For the last 35 years, we have built an entire Schengen architecture to better protect this
borderless area without controls. We must continue to build and improve the architecture of
Schengen, because no system can bear the test of time without renewal. To reflect this, this year
we have started an annual cycle of Schengen governance, kicked off by a new ‘state of Schengen’
report.
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The idea is to give Schengen strong political direction from the Commission, Parliament, the
Council, to boost our important efforts on the ground, on border control, police cooperation,
returns, visa, data protection. We will continue delivering on parts of these strategies for the next
two years, strengthening them and the management of our external borders, ensuring that
internal border checks are measures of last resort and strengthening internal security through
reinforced police cooperation.

It is key that we advance on both the operational and the legislative track. Our proposal for the
Schengen Borders Code put forward in December last year will make us better prepared to handle
any future crisis, ensuring free movement and incorporating the lessons that we learned during
the pandemic.

The new online Schengen Information System, complemented by other IT systems, will also allow
us to achieve full interoperability in Europe by the end of the next year. This will be, at the time,
the most advanced border protection system in the world, politically, operationally and
legislatively.

Honourable Members, it is also true that Schengen has faced repeated challenges. First, the refugee
crisis of 2015/2016, the pandemic, persistent terrorist threats, the instrumentalisation of
migrants from authoritarian leaders at our external border, and now the war of aggression against
Ukraine.

In spite of all these challenges, we have consistently succeeded in preserving this crown jewel of
European integration thanks to the unwavering commitment amongst Member States, but also of
the Members of this House, whom I would like to profoundly thank for their commitment to our
collective Schengen achievements. According to last year’s Eurobarometer, our people understand
this. The overwhelming support of Europeans across our continent fully support Schengen.

Honourable Members, for the best part of more than four decades now, and despite these
problems and challenges, the Schengen area has continued growing and deepening. It is now high
time it grew further. Already, since 2011, the Commission has been actively advocating for the
completion of Schengen, urging Member States to rapidly take the necessary steps to allow those
Member States that are not yet fully part of the area to join. This will increase not only our security
but also broaden our cohesion.

We have made tremendous progress in the last months, with important political steps that have
been taken. In December, the Council recognised that Croatia fulfilled all the necessary conditions
for the application of all parts of the Schengen acquis, and the European Parliament is now to give
its opinion.

A lot of progress has also been made for the accession of Romania and Bulgaria. Both countries
are waiting for the decision of the Council for more than 11 years now, when the Commission
confirmed that they fully fulfil the necessary conditions to join. In the meantime, both countries
continue to actively apply the Schengen acquis and contribute to our common security at the EU
external border.

I wish to highlight and praise both our Romanian and our Bulgarian partners for the manner in
which they have managed the external borders in the face of the large number of refugees from
Ukraine. Their stance was exemplary and made us all proud. It is therefore excellent news that the
Czech Presidency here present took Schengen enlargement on board as one of their main
priorities.
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Bulgaria and Romania remain fully committed to continue correctly applying the Schengen rules
and to contributing to the proper functioning of the area as a whole. Schengen is a success built on
mutual trust and the proper implementation of the acquis.

The new Schengen Evaluation and Monitoring Mechanism Regulation is clear. The verification, in
accordance with the applicable evaluation procedures concerning Bulgaria, Romania and Croatia
had already been completed. Despite this, and with a truly cooperative attitude, although such
verification should already have been relaunched, Bulgaria and Romania have invited a team
coordinated by the Commission to assess the application of the latest developments.

This upcoming voluntary reassessment of Bulgaria and Romania, by means of a fact-finding
mission of Commission and Member State experts, will take place later this month. It is a very
important gesture of transparency that I salute. This is not — and I want to be very clear on this
point — this is not about re-evaluating Bulgaria and Romania. It is rather about allowing Member
States to get the latest updates and reassurances that the Schengen acquis is still fully applied.

This team of experts will look into external border management, police cooperation, including
returns, Schengen and visa information systems and visa policy developments in general. But they
will look equally into the fundamental rights and data protection frameworks as horizontal topics.

Let me conclude by reiterating the Commission’s full support to the accession of Bulgaria and
Romania to Schengen. This can only strengthen our collective resilience and deepen our cohesion.
We now have a real opportunity in December to make at last this historic decision and let the
citizens of Romania, Bulgaria and Croatia benefit fully from our cherished Schengen success,
making us stronger and safer together.

I remain convinced that by working together we can fortify and expand this so emblematic
European success story for the benefit of our citizens, the internal market and our economies.

3-192-0000
Manfred Weber, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Madam President, Schengen is a great success story
for Europe. It has broken down barriers, brought European citizens closer together and
strengthened our European economy.

With Bulgaria and Romania, we have two EU Member States who fulfil all conditions to join this
area. They are ready for Schengen, but they are still waiting for the Council’s green light. Since
2011 - 11 years — there has been no progress. This is simply unacceptable.

We in the EPP, like all parties in this House, strongly support Romania and Bulgaria becoming
members of the Schengen area, and we have always fought as the EPP for this endeavour. Romania
and Bulgaria’s place is within Schengen, especially now when we face many humanitarian and
security challenges at the EU borders. For us, there is no first and second-class European; there are
no objective reasons to deny Bulgaria and Romania this success. They have made all the necessary
steps. Let me assure our friends in Sofia and Bucharest that you have the full support of us in the
EPP. Your place is within Schengen.

We call now on the Council to finally grant Bulgaria and Romania the access they deserve. The
war, in particular, is again a test for us on whether we can reinforce the unity. This Schengen
enlargement is a test case for this. The years of waiting must come to an end. We need no more
excuses, but actions. With these two countries joining Schengen, we can better protect our
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external borders and strengthen the whole Schengen area. Let us continue the Schengen success
story with Bulgaria and Romania on board, and let’s do it now.

3-193-0000
Iratxe Garcia Pérez, en nombre del Grupo S&ED. — Sefiora presidenta, once afios. Once afios llevan
esperando Bulgaria y Rumania sin que exista ninguna razon objetiva para bloquear su entrada en
Schengen.

La libertad de movimiento, como ya hemos escuchado aqui, es uno de los pilares fundamentales
de nuestra Unién. Y los ciudadanos de Bulgaria y de Rumania tienen el mismo derecho que los de
otros Estados miembros. No tienen mds derechos, pero tampoco menos. Es una cuestion de
justicia. No puede ser que un ciudadano bulgaro que vive en otro Estado miembro de la Unién y
quiere viajar a su pais en coche, tenga que estar pasando controles en las fronteras. Es
discriminatorio. Es discriminatorio que tengan que pasar por colas diferentes en algunos
aeropuertos. Es discriminatorio y, ademds, tiene un coste econdémico que los camiones rumanos
tengan que esperar colas para pasar controles fronterizos dentro de la Unién Europea.

Este bloqueo en el Consejo tiene que acabar. Porque si no acaba, a quienes se les va a acabar la
paciencia es a los ciudadanos y ciudadanas de esos paises.

Hablamos mucho de solidaridad en estos dias, pero la solidaridad tiene que aplicarse a todos. No
se puede pedir solidaridad a Rumania y a Bulgaria cuando la Uni6én Europea no estd cumpliendo
con sus propias normas. Es la mejor receta para alimentar la desafeccion hacia Europa y el apoyo a
mensajes populistas antieuropeos.

Espero que este Parlamento adopte una Resolucion con un mensaje muy claro dirigido al Consejo
y que el Consejo lo escuche y actae.

Me parece que ya es hora.

3-194-0000
Sophia in ’t Veld, on behalf of the Renew Group. — Madam President, dear colleagues. As we have
heard, the assessment that Bulgaria and Romania are ready for accession to Schengen has been
made a long time ago by the experts and by the Commission already back in 2011.

Itis now 2022, 11 years later and, colleagues, I feel ashamed. I feel ashamed towards the Bulgarian
and the Romanian citizens who rightly feel that they are not treated equally and that they didn’t
get the same right to borderless travel. I feel ashamed for the Council to have stalled this long for
not honouring its commitment.

We have established common procedures and evaluation mechanisms, and we should respect the
outcome. No moving goalposts, and the Schengen process should not become a proxy battlefield
for other political issues.

And last but not least, colleagues, I am ashamed for the Dutch Government because it’s the Dutch
Government that has been one of the main obstacles here, and largely for political reasons,
domestic political reasons.

Respect for European rules is not a one-way street. There cannot be double standards. So from this
position, I would like to call on Prime Minister Rutte to respect the rules and support the accession
of Bulgaria and Romania to the Schengen zone. Because I think in these times we have to put
European unity before national politics. Bulgaria and Romania belong in Schengen.
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3-195-0000
Tineke Strik, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group. — Madam President, it is in the common interest of
the EU to have all Member States be the Schengen area. And, therefore, we welcome today’s
discussion to overcome the current two-tier system and bring in Member States that are still in the
waiting room and, thus, lift the unequal treatment of citizens of the EU.

Yet, accession to the Schengen area is not a right, it’s a responsibility as well. It means carrying out
the Schengen acquis in full compliance with fundamental rights. And this is where we still have
some serious concerns. In the past years there has been mounting evidence of systematic
pushbacks and border violence in Bulgaria as well as Romania. Human Rights Watch reports that
Bulgarian authorities were beating, robbing, stripping and using police dogs on asylum seekers
and migrants as they pushed them back to Turkey. In Romania, uniformed border guards were
seen pushing back people to Serbia.

Allowing Schengen accession in the face of such reports de facto also means condoning these
grave violations of the rights of migrants and refugees. But my group, let me be clear, my group
urges for a merit-based, objective decision on a Schengen accession for both countries. So I call
upon all Member States to do the same: assess the merits, take the Schengen standards seriously,
but don’t mix it up with other more political considerations just only because you can, because
you have a veto.

And if Bulgaria agrees with this position, it has to act consistently and stop using its veto during
the accession process of North Macedonia to the EU. So, President, Schengen can only remain the
jewel in the crown if we all live up to the standards of Schengen before, but also after the
accession.

3-196-0000
Guido Reil, im Namen der ID-Fraktion. — Frau Prasidentin, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Wir
reden heute {iber den Beitritt von Ruménien und Bulgarien in den Schengen-Raum, und viele in
Deutschland denken sich doch jetzt: Ja, das ist doch schon so! Deswegen leben doch in
Deutschland jetzt circa zehnmal so viele Rumédnen und Bulgaren wie vor zehn Jahren. Und diese
Menschen beziehen oftmals Sozialleistungen, beziehen oftmals Kindergeld fiir Kinder in der
Heimat, und sie arbeiten oftmals im Niedriglohnsektor, gerne in der Fleischindustrie, wo sie unter
sklavendhnlichen Bedingungen ausgebeutet werden und zum Lohndumping beitragen. Also alles
nichts wirklich Positives.

Etwa vor einem halben Jahr bin ich auf meiner Reise in die Ukraine durch Ruméanien gefahren,
und ich habe Ruminien kennengelernt. Ich méchte Rumiénien mal freundlich so beschreiben:
Ruminien ist der Wilde Westen von Europa. Also Wilder Westen mitten in Europa! In der Ukraine
habe ich eine deutlich bessere Infrastruktur gesehen und deutlich mehr Ordnung.

Die Frage ist: Wie konnte es das passieren? Wie konnte ein Land mit solcher Infrastruktur, ein
Land, das so korrupt und so kriminell ist, Mitglied der Européischen Union werden? War da keiner
mal gucken, habe ich mich da gefragt, als ich so durch dieses Land gefahren bin, war da keiner mal
gucken? Anscheinend nicht.

So, und nun ist viel Geld geflossen in den letzten Jahren. Man meint ja immer, wenn man in
korrupte Linder Geld investiert, dann wird alles besser. Nein! Diese korrupten Strukturen nutzen
dieses Geld. So stellt zum Beispiel eine Studie des Zentrums der Demokratie fest: Der Betrag an
EU-Geldern ist vergleichbar mit den grofiten Mirkten der organisierten Kriminalitit wie
Menschenhandel — damit meinen die Prostitution und Schlepperei —, Drogenhandel und illegalem
Kraftstoff. So viel Geld bringt das Geld der EU. Circa knapp 2 Milliarden sind da verpufft in
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kriminelle Strukturen. Die bulgarisch-tiirkische Grenze war jahrelang in der Hand der Mafia. Jetzt
wurde sie zuriickerobert, munkelt man. Das heifst, die Mafia trigt da jetzt Uniform. Das sind
unertragliche Zustinde! Damit muss Schluss sein. Wir brauchen Ruménien und Bulgarien nicht
im Schengenraum und auch nicht in der EU.

3-197-0000
President. — Dear colleague, I have to remind you about Rule 10, which says that improper
behaviour is not acceptable in this Chamber, and I would interpret your words about a Member
State, calling the Member State ‘the Wild West’ in a very degrading way, is not acceptable. I will
convey this message to the President to take potential measures.

3-198-0000
Anren Ixamba3ku, om umemo Ha zpynama ECR. — T-xo [lpencenarten, HajsBaM ce HauCTMHA 1a
B3eMeTe MEPKY, KaKTO 3asBMXTe. YBaxKaeMy KOJIErM, HEPUCheNMHABAHETO Ha bonrapua u PyMbHuA KbM
[llenreH € WMCTMHCKM TONUTMYECKM II030P 3a PBKOBOICTBOTO Ha EBpomeiickust cbro3. VIcTuHCKN
TNOJIMTUYECKY TI030p, 3aLIOTO BCUUKM BME B Ta3M 3ajla, 33 KOETO MEXIy IPYIOTO BM IO3[IpaBsABaM,
noTBbpKIaBate pakra, ue 1 borrapus, v PyMbHMSA ca M3IBIHMWIN BCUUKY KpUTepuu U TpsiOBa na Obaar
yacr ot [IIeHreHcKOTO MPOCTPaHCTBO.

Obaue He cTaBa. 3auI0 He CTaBa, Koneru? 3amoTo efHa IbpxKaBa opuuuanHo — ToBa e Humepnasmus,
npasutercTsoto Ha Hunepnanmus, He usnata Humepnanmms, 1 ocTaHanmmTe IbpXKaBy ca Ce 3aIlbHAIN U
TIpeyaT Ha TOBA MO BHTPEINHONONMTMYECKY HPUUMHY, 3a 1a He CM IIPUYMHAT HSKAKBa Bpefa BbTpe B
kb, ETo TOBa € mpoeH cranmapr. Bue TyK Hu nokaspare, ue MMa IOBeue €BPOINEHN ¥ NO-MAJIKO
epponeny. [Tokaspare, ue MMa eBpomeiiy ITbPBa pPbKa ¥ €BpOIeNM BTopa pbKa. ETo ToBa € muuemepue,
TOBa € [BYJIMYME U TOBA € HENMPMEMIIMBO 3a Hac. V ToBa e cpaM ¥ 1O30p 3a Te3u HbpKaBM, KOUTO TO
TIpaBAT.

TouHO Te, KOMTO HAC HM YYaT KaK [ia Ce IbPXKUM C IbpKABUTE, KOUTO [1a ObIAT KAHIMIATH 32 YIEHCTBO,
KaK TpsibBa ma paswmpsisame EBpomeiickus cbio3, Kak TpsiOBa [1a CMe eIHO TOJISIMO, BECeNo, LIACTIIMBO
cemerictBo. Kakso mpasat? Ocrassat bbnrapus, PymbHusa u XbpsaTcka OTCTpaHM U TOBa € JIULEMepUe, 1
TOBA € IBYJINYNE, Y TOBA € VI3KITIOUMTEIIHO, U3KITIOUMTEITHO HEMOUTEHO.

Hue Bcuukm 3Haem 3amo e Taka. OCHOBHAaTa IPUYMHA He € IOpM MONUTUKATA, a MKOHOMMKaTa. Korato
HUe U pyMbHLMTEe cMe u3BbH llleHreH, Hue He MoxeM Ha Bo3uM. Hue cme eoHM OT Haii-rormemmte
nmpeBo3Baun. Hammre KaMMOHM YakaT 10 IpaHMLNTE, HALINMTE Wodbopy ce GaBsT, HALMAT OM3HEC 3aruBa.
Bsema ce xy1516 ot pbliere Ha ObBIrapcKuTe MpENNpuUeMaun 1 Ha PyMBHCKMTE MpefnpyeMadn. M tosa e
1o30p. B3emeTe MepKy 1 cu Hakapaitte MPaBUTENCTBATA J1a CBHPLIAT padoTa.

3-199-0000
Clare Daly, on behalf of The Left Group. — Madam President, [ want to welcome and support the
accession of new countries to Schengen. I firmly believe in the free movement of absolutely
everybody, but I find it very hard to separate Schengen expansion from the violence that is going
on at the edges of Europe.

The grotesque and spectacular violence and abuse against refugees trying to enter Croatia and, to a
lesser extent, Bulgaria and Romania makes it very hard to shake the impression that the EU is
demanding that these countries prove that they’ll stop at nothing to keep migrants out as a price
for free movement.

The EU seems to have developed a habit of rewarding appalling behaviour with free movement.
Qatar murders thousands of migrant workers — we reward them with visa-free travel. Croatian
border guards beat, torture, rape, imprison and push back migrants —and we reward them by fast
tracking their Schengen accession application.
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This is the same Croatia which tried to suppress a report of the European Committee for the
Prevention of Torture into horrifying abuse. It is the same Croatia that lied to this Parliament
about what's going on at its borders, and the same Croatia whose sham monitoring mechanism
could not find any evidence of push-backs.

We can only hope that Bulgaria and Romania don’t look at Croatia’s reward and decide to escalate
their violence against migrants in the hope of impressing the psychopathic EU establishment with
their commitment.

3-200-0000
Balazs Hidvéghi (NI). — Thank you, President, dear colleagues, free movement between Member
States without internal border controls is one of the most tangible achievements of EU
cooperation. If one has to summarise why it’s a good thing to have the European Union despite all
its failings and imperfections, then the provision of this fundamental human freedom to our
peoples is certainly one of them.

So it is ever more important then to ensure that this freedom is granted to all who fulfil the
necessary criteria. Now, Romania and Bulgaria fulfilled the necessary conditions more than 10
years ago. Four Member States, however — the Netherlands, Germany, France and Finland — have
blocked their accession, citing mainly rule-of-law concerns.

Now, those concerns, if they were real, should have been addressed directly and immediately. The
more than 10-year-long delay, however, does give one the impression that perhaps other reasons
played a part. Reasons related to commercial interests, internal political matters, or perhaps just
double standards so often applied by the West against eastern Europeans.

We haven't really heard any convincing argument yet of why to keep Romania and Bulgaria out
and excluded. It is high time to pay this old debt and allow these countries to join the Schengen
area immediately.

3-201-0000
Paulo Rangel (PPE). — Madam President, Minister, Vice-President, first, [ would like to say to Mr
Reil that there are only two countries that are the far west. One is Portugal and the other is Ireland,
because they are geographically the far west of Europe. Nothing more.

Let me tell you that, 11 years after stating that Romania and Bulgaria are ready to be full members
of Schengen, the Council has not been able to issue the decision that we — the European
Parliament, the European Commission, Romanians and Bulgarians and all European citizens that
love freedom — are expecting and are impatiently waiting for.

Romania and Bulgaria have passed all the stress tests. They had the migration crisis of 2015; they
had the pandemic, which was a challenge for Schengen; and now they have the Ukrainian
refugees, which was a huge challenge. They were really impeccable in the way they implemented
all the rules and principles of the Schengen area. Therefore, they deserve that now, this time,
before 2023, we are able to decide that they are full members of the Schengen area. This was
always an EPP flagship, and we want this to be the reality in the next months.

3-202-0000
Gabriele Bischoff (S&D). — Frau Prisidentin, Herr Minister Bek, Herr Kommissar, Kolleginnen
und Kollegen! In der Tat, elf lange Jahre warten Ruminen und Bulgaren hier darauf, dass die Tiir
zum Schengen-Raum endlich aufgeht und dass sie dieses Privileg, das alle Europderinnen genieflen
wollen, auch bekommen. Es ist gesagt worden: Es sind 27 Millionen Menschen, die das betrifft,
zigtausende Unternehmen, und beide Mitgliedstaaten erfiillen alle Kriterien.
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Jetzt fragt man sich: Okay, das Parlament hat lingst griines Licht gegeben. Die Kommission hat
auch noch einmal betont, dass sie griines Licht gegeben hat. Aber es ist der Rat, der kein griines
Licht gegeben hat. Und ich will noch einmal einen Punkt sagen zu Lindern, die das blockieren: Es
sind genau die geistigen Brandstifter wie dieser Schreier hier in diesem Raum, der den Regierungen
Angst macht, die das verhindern. Und die miissen dagegen vorgehen, denn es zu dulden, zu
ibernehmen, schafft noch viel mehr Spaltung in Europa.

Aber ich wiinsche mir vom Rat: Ich finde, es ist eine grole Chance fiir die tschechische
Prisidentschaft, nach elf Jahren diese Tiir mit aufzustoflen. Deshalb ist es wichtig, dass wir hier
nicht nur beschworen, was fiir eine Errungenschaft das ist, sondern es tun.

Aber erlauben Sie mir auch eine Bemerkung: Es ist mal wieder die Einstimmigkeit, die es moglich
macht, dass ein einziges Land elf Jahre verhindern kann, dass, wenn alle Kriterien erfullt sind,
trotzdem das Recht nicht zum Recht kommt und dass man das verhindern kann. Auch das
miissen wir dndern. Es ist hier wirklich betont worden: Wenn wir auf Dauer weiter eine
Freiziigigkeit erster Klasse und eine Freiziigigkeit zweiter Klasse haben, erschiittert das das
Vertrauen in europdisches Recht und auch in die Institutionen. Deshalb mein Appell, Herr Bek,
schaffen Sie als tschechische Prasidentschaft hier den Wandel, machen Sie Mut, damit der Rat auch
wirklich diese Entscheidung fillen kann. Es ist seit elf Jahren tiberfallig. 22 ist das Jahr dafiir.

3-203-0000
Fabienne Keller (Renew). — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Vice-Président — cher
Margaritis Schinas —, Monsieur le Ministre — cher Monsieur Bek —, la Roumanie et la Bulgarie font
partie de la famille européenne. Il est temps, il est grand temps de les associer pleinement a notre
espace de libre circulation et doffrir a tous leurs citoyens les mémes droits. Ce n'est pas qu'un
symbole, c’est une nouvelle étape clé, apres 'entrée de la Roumanie et de la Bulgarie dans I'Union,
il y a déja quinze ans, en 2007.

Toutefois, Monsieur le Commissaire, le renforcement de Schengen est aussi un impératif
sécuritaire, pour garantir une protection efficace a tous les citoyens européens contre les menaces
qui pointent aux portes de 'Europe — la guerre russe en Ukraine en est un triste exemple.

Dans le cadre de la présidence francaise, le président Macron a impulsé linstauration
d’une nouvelle gouvernance politique de I'espace Schengen. Avec mon groupe, Renew Europe,
nous sommes pleinement engagés dans la mise en ceuvre de ce projet de renforcement de I'espace
Schengen, avec la Roumanie et la Bulgarie.

3-204-0000
Jean-Paul Garraud (ID). - Madame la Présidente, alors que l'existence d'un espace de libre-
circulation devait avoir pour contrepartie la création de frontiéres extérieures européennes
infranchissables — ce qui n’a pas été le cas—, alors que I'Europe a été envahie par 2 millions de
personnes en 2015, alors que la Commission européenne refuse de financer des barriéres
physiques — pourtant demandées par douze Etats membres —, alors que la Gréce a bloqué I'entrée
d’au moins 1500000 migrants a ses frontieres — terrestres et maritimes — depuis le début de I'année,
alors que Bruxelles vient d’obliger le directeur exécutif de Frontex a démissionner car il a voulu
faire son travail de protection des frontieres extérieures de I'Union, alors que cette méme Union
n'entend pas interrompre le versement de fonds européens aux pays qui refusent de reprendre
leurs ressortissants clandestins ou déchus du droit d’asile, alors que les auteurs des attentats
survenus au sein de 'Union européenne en 2021 sont tous d’origine extra-européenne —ce qui
confirme ainsi l'existence d’'un lien entre immigration et terrorisme—, alors que lactualité
quotidienne en Europe démontre le lien majeur entre immigration et insécurité, alors que le pacte
pour l'asile et la migration, négocié en ce moment a Bruxelles, pourrait entrainer I'arrivée de 50 a
60 millions d’individus en quelques années, le débat qui a lieu ici aujourd’hui a pour but
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I'élargissement de I'espace Schengen, afin qu'un nombre toujours plus élevé de personnes puissent
circuler sans controle en Europe.

Quel décalage entre ce qui se passe dans cet hémicycle et les aspirations de nos peuples! La victoire
éclatante des forces souverainistes en Hongrie, en Suéde ou en Italie marque le refus de ces peuples
de poursuivre dans cette voie. Tout élargissement de I'espace Schengen, alors que les frontiéres
extérieures de I'Europe sont inexistantes, est pour nous exclu. Tout élargissement de l'espace
Schengen, alors que Frontex n’a pas pour mission de refouler les migrants illégaux, est pour nous
exclu.

La protection des Européens est une priorité absolue. Elargir Schengen les exposerait encore
davantage. Il ne peut donc en étre question.

3-205-0000
Cristian Terhes (ECR). — Doamna presedintd, dragi colegi, stimata reprezentanti a Comisiei, a
Consiliului, vorbesc din perspectiva unui cetdtean european, cetdtean al Romaniei, si am stat i am
ascultat cu foarte mare atentie ceea ce s-a spus in acest plen si nu pot si nu-mi ascund stupoarea si
socul la ceea ce am auzit. S-a confirmat si s-a agreat de citre toti cd de 11 ani Romania si Bulgaria
indeplinesc toate conditiile pentru a intra in Schengen si, cu toate acestea, in 2022 noi incd mai
avem aceasta discutie.

Avem colegi in acest plen care vin si spun cd poate Romania si Bulgaria nu ar fi bine sd fie primite
in Schengen, ba, daci se poate, si sé fie excluse din UE. Vin altii care spun si oferd scuze cd o tard
profita si isi foloseste dreptul de veto pentru a opri integrarea Romaniei si a Bulgariei in Schengen.
Avem insd reprezentantii Comisiei care vedem cd au parghii la indeméand s isi foloseasca
persuasiunea pentru a convinge tari. $i ma gandesc la Polonia si Ungaria pentru a actiona intr-o
anumitd directie.

Vi intreb: cetdtenii din Romania i din Bulgaria care aud aceastd discutie - cd de 11 ani, desi si-au
indeplinit toate conditiile, nu sunt primiti incd in Schengen - ce pot crede? Ce pot crede despre
Uniunea Europeand? Ce pot crede despre Parlament si, nu in ultimul rand, despre Comisia
Europeand? Vi invit, de aceea, sa intreprindeti toate demersurile pentru ca aceste tari, care de 11
ani si-au indeplinit conditiile, sd intre in Schengen.

3-206-0000

Siegfried Muresan (PPE). — Doamna presedintd, domnule comisar, domnule ministru, stimati
colegi, anul acesta, de la inceputul invaziei fortelor armate ruse in Ucraina, Romania a gazduit
peste un milion de refugiati ucraineni. Am dovedit cd putem securiza frontiera de est a Uniunii
Europene in cele mai dificile conditii si spun, clar si rdspicat, Romania poate securiza o frontierd a
zonei Schengen in orice conditii.

Munca efectuatd in acest an de politistii de frontierd din Romania, de autoritdtile din Romania,
deschiderea, implicarea cetdtenilor romani, a miilor de voluntari, toate acestea au ajutat la
stabilizarea situatiei la frontiera de est a Uniunii Europene. Am facut acest lucru in interesul si in
folosul intregii Uniuni Europene. Includerea Romaniei si Bulgariei in zona Schengen va face toatd
Uniunea Europeand mai sigurd, va face toatd zona Schengen mai sigura.

Asa cum anul acesta am acceptat Finlanda si Suedia in NATO pentru a deveni cu totii mai siguri, la
fel cerem ca Romania si Bulgaria sd fie incluse in zona Schengen, pentru ca toatd Uniunea
Europeand si fie mai sigurd. Vor avea de castigat in primul rand, da, cetdtenii din Romania si
Bulgaria, companiile din Romania i Bulgaria, dar vor avea de castigat oamenii si intreprinderile
din toatd Uniunea Europeand, pentru cd toti cetdtenii europeni vor putea cilitori mai repede, mai
simplu, mai sigur.
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Toate companiile europene se vor putea misca mai rapid, fira intarzierile de la frontierd. Comisia
Europeand confirmd, din anul 2011, cd Romania si Bulgaria indeplinesc toate conditiile. De aceea,
cerem Consiliului Uniunii Europene sd isi indeplineascd obligatia sd accepte fird intarziere
Bulgaria si Romania in spatiul Schengen. Uniunea Europeand este puternicd atunci cand este unita.
Vi cer si acum s3 ddm dovada de unitate si sd intdrim Uniunea Europeand.

3-207-0000
Dan Nica (S&D). — Doamna presedintd, in primul rand vreau sd vd incurajez sd cereti de urgenta
presedintei Parlamentului European sd ia mdsuri in privinta acelui domn care a vorbit mai
devreme in aceastd sald si a folosit un limbaj jignitor, suburban si sub demnitatea acestei institutii,
sub demnitatea prestigiului pe care noi trebuie sa il avem in Uniunea Europeana.

Domnule vicepresedinte, si dumneavoastrd vd multumesc pentru corectitudinea pe care ati aratat-
o clar, spunand: Comisia Europeand a verificat, de 11 ani Romania indeplineste toate criteriile, de
11 ani aplicd acquis-ul comunitar in domeniul spatiului Schengen. Suntem printre primii care, de
fiecare datd cand apare o modificare, o punem in practicd si faptul cd a salutat cd in mod voluntar
am cerut: mai veniti o datd si vd mai convingeti incd o datd, dumneavoastrd, Comisia si statele
membre, cd suntem in reguld din punct de vedere al protectiei frontierelor Uniunii Europene.

Este un lucru pe care vreau si il salut si vd multumesc. Vreau s salut si presedintia cehd pentru
corectitudinea de care a dat dovadad si faptul ci a stabilit ci este o prioritate ca aceastd nedreptate
care dureazd de 11 ani si fie terminatd in perioada presedintiei cehe. Vi multumesc, domnule
ministru si stimati colegi, trebuie sd spunem un lucru foarte clar: nu putem accepta ca o tard cum
este Romania si o populatie cum este Romaénia sd fie umilitd in permanentd. Te duci intr-un
aeroport: cetdtenii europeni intr-o parte, romanii in altd parte; te duci la frontierele Uniunii
Europene, vrei si traversezi cu masina: cozi, kilometri, ore, zile - aceeasi umilintd; vrei si
transporti marfuri: cozi de tiruri nesfarsite. Este o situatie absolut umilitoare si intolerabild si care,
cu atat mai mult, nu are nici micar o singurd sau un singur motiv, sau o singurd motivatie, care sd
poatd sa fie spusa.

Aceastd situatie trebuie sd inceteze, pentru ¢ Romania este printre natiunile europene cele mai
pro-europene. Nu trebuie sd aruncdm nicio umbrd de indoiald cd spiritul european, solidaritatea
europeand este un lucru si o valoare la care tinem cu totii si acest lucru trebuie sa il demonstram in
acest an, prin ridicarea acelei obiectii care a fost impusa de un stat membru si accesul Romaniei si
a Bulgariei in spatiul Schengen.

3-208-0000
Mnxan Krourok (Renew). — I'-xxo IIpencenaren, yBaxkaemy KOJery, TOIMHY Hapell CIyILIaMe PasiIvuHy
apryMeHTy. Ha mbpBo MsICTO, rpaHuiiaTa TpsibBa 1a ce oxpaHssa nobpe. Bpemero mokasa, ue rpaHuumre ce
oxpansieat 106pe. Ha Bropo msicto, LlleHreHcKoTO mpocTpaHcTBo TpsiOa ga ce pedopmupa. a, u TaM ce
HAmpaBM OrpoMeH Hampemsk. Ha Tpero mscro, TpsiOBa fma mMa reomonutiyecka cutyauust. Hosa,
¢yHnamenTanHa. Vima dpyHIaMeHTaITHO HOBA TEONOMIMTIYECKA CUTYaLIMSL.

Kakso TpH6Ba HOa ce CjIyun olue, 3a Ia MOXe B'bnrapm[ " PYM']JHI/IH oa 6’]:]1.’:1T yact ot llleHreHcKOTO
l'IpOCTpaHCTBO? Tp}I6BaT CEpUO3HU NOJIUTUUYECKU pELIEHN OT OTTOBOPHU MNONUTULIN. He Moxe egnu ma
6’1)]1&T Obp2KaHU O BpaTaTa, BbIIPEKU Y€ Ca YacT OT EBpOl’[GI;ICKI/IH CblO3, a IPyTH Ja €€ IION3BAT C TOJIEMUTE
Onara ¥ BB3MOXHOCTUTE Ha EBpOl’[CﬁCKI/IH cbro3. Tosu mBoeH CTaHOapT Cb3[aBa [IBOJTHO KauyecTBO Ha
I'paXIaHUTE. EnHu ca moseue I'paXIaHM Ha EBpOl’[Gf/ICKI/IH CblO3 OT IpYyTU. ToBa e HENIpUEMIINBO. Huro e
eBpOHGﬁCKO, HUTO € UMBUIIN3AaLIMMIOHHO, HUTO TpH6Ba oa 6’b]16 M3I'BIIHABAHO OT pas3/IMYHM NPABUTETICTBA.

Taka ue MosT [IpU3NB €: CUJIHA NTO3NLNA Ha EBpOHeﬁCKI/IH napiaMeHT, CUJIHA TTO3ULNA Ha EBpOHeﬁCKaTa
KOMUCHUA U € Bpeme CbBeThT Ja 6’b]1€ Ha BMICOTAaTa HA OUAKBAHMATA Ha eBpOHCﬁCKI/ITC I'paXniaHun bbnr apusi
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v PymbHMS 1a Ob1at vact ot LleHreH, 3a110TO 110 TO3M HAUVH 11ie ONPYMHECEM 3a TOBA [1a ObIeM eIVHHY B
pamkuTe Ha envH EBpomneiicku cbio3. [TocokaTa e BspHa 11 TpsiOBa [1a IPOITBIIKUM HaIpel.

3-209-0000
Gunnar Beck (ID). — Frau Prisidentin! Als Bulgarien und Ruménien 2011 die Mitgliedschaft im
Schengen-Raum beantragten, lehnte der EU-Ministerrat ab. Unter anderem Deutschland und
Frankreich dufferten sich besorgt iiber Mingel bei Korruptionsbekimpfung und
Rechtsstaatlichkeit. Plotzlich nun unterstiitzen Macron und Scholz den Beitritt beider Staaten als
auch Kroatiens, obwohl laut dem Korruptionsindex von Transparency International Bulgarien,
Kroatien und Ruminien in den letzten zehn Jahren keine Fort-, sondern Riickschritte bei der
Korruptions- und Kriminalitatsbekimpfung gemacht haben. Wieso also jetzt griines Licht?

Der Grund scheint klar: Mit ihrem neuen EU-Migrationspakt plant von der Leyen fiir Migranten
neue, sogenannte sichere Zugangswege in die EU zu schaffen, die ihnen den gefahrvollen Seeweg
ersparen. Der bulgarisch-tiirkische Grenzzaun war bislang ein effektives Hindernis. Doch kiinftig
sollen Migranten an der EU-Auflengrenze direkt nach Nord- und Mitteleuropa umverteilt werden.
Durch Bulgariens Beitritt zum Schengen-Raum konnen Nicht EU-Biirger — sprich: Migranten —
dort in Bulgarien zudem Schengen-Visa erhalten, um sich nach Ablauf ihres Visums illegal in
abschiebungssicheren Staaten wie Deutschland offentlich alimentiert niederzulassen.

Statt Schengen um drei korrupte Mitgliedstaaten zu erweitern, sollten wir Schengen schleunigst
tiberdenken. Wir brauchen zwei grofle Reformen. Erstens die Erweiterung der Schengen-
Binnengrenzkontrollen. Die Coronakrise hat gezeigt: Dies ist rechtlich unbedenklich. Und
zweitens einen effektiven Schutz der EU-Auf8engrenze. Denn was Sie hier planen, sind keineswegs
Reiseerleichterungen, sondern neue bequeme Zugangswege fiir die Masseneinwanderung des
Bevolkerungsiiberschusses des Orients und Afrikas.

(Der Redner ist damit einverstanden, eine Wortmeldung nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“ zu
beantworten.)

3-210-0000
Vlad-Marius Botos (Renew), Wortmeldung nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte. — Herr Beck, ich
werde sie auf Deutsch fragen, weil ich Thre Sprache kenne — ich weif$ nicht, ob Sie meine Sprache
kennen —, und ich will, dass Sie und IThr Kollege Reil sich bei uns, beim ruminischen Volk, ein
bisschen ... —, weil Sie uns mit Thren Worten beleidigt haben. Es ist unglaublich, was Sie und Thr
Kollege Reil heute uns, dem ruminischen Volk, gesagt haben. Es ist eine Unverschimtheit! So
etwas kann ich nicht von einem Deutschen hinnehmen. Ich bin in der deutschen Kultur
aufgewachsen, und solche Tone gab es nicht in meiner Erziehung.

(Beifall)

3-211-0000

Gunnar Beck (ID), Antwort auf eine Wortmeldung nach dem Verfahren der ,blauen Karte“. — Ich weifs
nicht, was hier beklatscht wird, denn mir war die Frage nicht ganz klar. Hier war von Beleidigung
die Rede.

Soweit ich mich erinnere und hier meine Notizen iberblicke, habe ich im Wesentlichen zwei
Dinge gesagt: Erstens dass der Beitritt Ruminiens und Bulgariens die Masseneinwanderung
begiinstigen konnte. Das scheint mir aufSer Frage.

Zweitens habe ich gesagt, dass Ruminien und Bulgarien weiterhin korruptionsanfillig sind. Ich
berufe mich dabei auf Transparency International. Ich wiinschte, es wire anders, und ich wiirde
dieselbe Kritik gegentiiber jedem anderen Staate iiben.
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Ich hatte also nicht ganz besonders Bulgarien und Ruménien im Sinn, aber die Informationen, die
ich fand, scheinen leider meine Aussage zu unterstiitzen. Ich wollte nicht beleidigen, und es tut
mir sehr leid, wenn Sie das so auffassen.

3-212-0000
Joachim Stanistaw Brudzinski (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczaca! Byla tutaj mowa o tym, ze tej
naszej debacie przystuchuja si¢ dzisiaj obywatele pigknych europejskich panstw, takich jak
Rumunia i Bulgaria. Ja chcialbym si¢ zwréci¢ do wilasnie tych obywateli. Szanowni Panstwo!
Jestescie Europejczykami i predzej czy pdzniej bedziecie w strefie Schengen. Naprawde nie
przejmujcie si¢ takimi durnymi, niemadrymi, obrazajacymi wystgpieniami jak te, ktére mialy
miejsce w tej Izbie. Rumunia, Bulgaria, Chorwacja to dumne, pigkne europejskie panstwa, a moj
kraj Polska jest Wam wdzigczny za to, jak dzisiaj chronicie zewnetrzne granice Unii Europejskiej,
jak pomagacie ukrainskim uchodZcom. JesteSmy Wam wdzigczni réwniez za to, ze pomimo tych
utrudnien, ktore od 15 lat dotykaja wasze panstwa, wasze kraje, bo wstapiliScie do Unii
Europejskiej w 2007 roku, to jednak jestescie solidarnym i lojalnym partnerem Wspdlnoty
Europejskiej.

3-213-0000

Awnppeii Koaues (PPE). — I'-xxo IIpencenarern, r-H BuuenpesuaeHt Ha Komucusra, r-H MUHUCTBD Bek,
HaycTiHa OT 11 rommHy 06ChKIame Tasu TeMa B INIEHapHATA 3arma. VIcKam [1a M3pass MOsiTa OTPOMHA
671aronapHOCT KbM OrPOMHATA YacT OT KOJIETMTE, KOMTO BMHAIM Ca 3aLIMTABAIM CIPABEIMBOCTTA U
npueManero Ha boirapusa u Ha PymbHua B IlIeHreHCKOTO MPOCTPaHCTBO, KOETO € 3allMCaHO Olle B
NpENNpPUCheNMHNUTENHNTE H0roBopy. To He e nouckano or bunrapusa m Pymprus mpes 2011 ronmna,
KaKTO Ka3a MPEKIETOBOPSLIMAT, TO € 3alMCAHO B IPEIIPUChEIMHUTENHUTE TOTOBOPH, Ue TOBa Lite Obiie
dakT 1 T03u pakr He ce ciyun or 2011 rommua He 1o BuHa Ha boirapust v PymbHumsL

U Kommcnsra, u EBpOmeiickusIT MaprnaMeHT, M Ha eKCIEpPTHO TEXHMUYECKO HMBO BMHAIM Ca JaBaiy
oleHKaTa, uye bBbiurapms u PympHust ca aGcomorHo rorou. Hume cme wact or llleHreHckara
MHPOPMALIMOHHA CUCTeMa, 3aXpaHBaMe C MHPOPMALIKSI OT HalIUTe CIyXKOM MHYOPMALIMOHHATA CICTEMA,
ONpPMHACSME 33 CUTYPHOCTTa Ha EBpOMENCKMsSI CbIO3, Ha BCMYKM EBPOINEHCKYM TPaxk[IaHM, KaTo
3alMTaBaMe ¥ BBHUIHWTE TpaHMiyM Ha EBpomeiickusi cbio3, pazbupa ce, CONMIOAPHO C BCUYKM
uHCTpyMeHTH Ha Chio3a, ¢ Frontex 1 T.H.

Ho rpaxmaHute ca u3MOpeHy OT TO31 fe0ar. Bbirapckute rpaXiiaHiu ca M3MOPEHM BCEKM ITBT [1a 4yBaT
€IHO U CBIIIO HELIO, Ye eHa MM [Ipyra crpaHa B ChBeTa He B3eMa PEIIEHMETO MOPAIA TeXHM BBTPELIHN
npoOrem.

YBaxaemu TI-H MMHUCTBP bexk, 6nar0napﬂ Ha YELIKOTO IMPENCENaTerICTBO, Y€ CE € 3a€TI0 C Ta3u TeMa U
HaUCTMHA TO3U ITbT By xxenas ycnex, yCrnex Ha BCMUKM Hac IIpeE3 IEKEMBPU Ta3! TOf1MHa TOBa Jia €€ CITy4l,
Ta3y CIPaBedIMBOCT [a 6’1)]16 M3BBbPLIEHA N Ta HAMa pasINYHU KaTeropun CBpOl’ICﬁCKI/I I'paXHaHN.
BT;nrapMTe I pyMBHIINTE 3aCITy2KaBaT na 6'bHaT ITBJIHOIIPaBHU TpazKaHU HE CaMO B EBpOl’ICﬁICKI/IH Cbl03, HO
u B llleHreHckoTO ITPOCTPAHCTBO. B’b]'[l"apCKaTa MKOHOMMKAE, a M BCUMUYKUM CIIP4ABEIIVIBO MUCIICHIN XOpa
CMSITaT, ue peueHneTo TpH6Ba oa 6’1)]16 B3€TO.

3-214-0000
Merbp ButanoB (S&D). — I-xo [lpencenaren, r-u Komucap, r-H MuHKCTBD, 3HaeTe N KakBa e 3a
ObIrapuTe Haji-ronsMata Moinsa OT WICHCTBOTO Hu B EBpormerickust cbro3? ToBa e mMpaBoTO Ha CBOOOIHO
IBICKEHNeE, a CBOOOIATA [1a IIPEKOCHII KOHTMHEHTa Oe3 BU3M 3a HAC XOpaTa, M3pacHamu 3aj 2Kers3Hata
3aBeca, e Moxe OM Hali-BUIMMaTa U LieHHa MpUIoOMBKa OT YIEHCTBOTO Hy B EBpomeiickust cbio3. Tasu
cBoboyta obaue 3a GbArapcKuTe M PYMBHCKUTE IPAKIAHM MIIBA [OJ YCIIOBHE.

Beue 11 romyam CoBETHT He yCIABA [1a B3eMe PelIeHMe 3a IIBIIHOTO IIpuslaraHe Ha npasoTo ot Illenren B
Borapust u Pymbrust. [Tosede ot 11 rommHm ey mpoekT ChOMpa Mpax — MPOEKT 3a pelieHie, Cref
BCMUKM IIPOBEPKM, MPENOPBKM, OLEHKM Ha pasmuuy paboteu rpymu. 11 rommum Kommcwmsra u
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[laprnaMeHTBT NPU3HABAT PEOBHO FOTOBHOCTTAa Ha bbirapus u Pymphus u B cpimoro speme 11 ronman
OBITapcKUTe ¥ PyMBHCKUTE IPAKIAHM €A 3alOXKHULM Ha MONUTMYECKM UIPY, IIPU KOUTO BCE HOBU U
HOBY KPUTEPUM Ce MIOCTABAT IIPell IBeTe IbP>KaBY, B ITbIIeH paspe3 ¢ mpaBoTo ot Llenren. M Tyk 130610
HSIMa 1a TOBOPS 33 MKOHOMMYECKATa LieHa Ha ToBa OesmeiicTBue Ha CbBeTa. BCSKakBM onepaTvBHY 1
VHBECTULVIOHHY Pa3XONy 3 TPAHCTPAHMYHY PaOOTHUIN, TYPUCTH, aBTOMOOWIIHY IPEBO3BAYM, TOBAPM,
ONALIKY [0 PaHMINTE, TBTHY MHUMIEHTY, BKIIIOUMUTEITHO M 3aMbPCEH BB3IIYX.

VIMa u mo-cTpamHa leHa M T4 € IOJKONABaHETO Ha JoBepueTo B EBpONENiCKMS CbIO3 M HErOBUTE
VHCTUTYLIMM, YCEUIAHETO, Ue TPaKIaHuTe HY ca BTOpa pbKa, ue MMa eIHY [paBuIia 3a Ooratute 1 Opyry -
3a GemHute. A3 BsipaM, ue HaummsT ChlO3 MOXKe IOBeue ¥ TpsiOBa ma Oboe mo-crpaBemuus. Bpeme e
CbBeTbT [1a B3eMe He3a0aBHO pellleHye OTHOCHO ITBIIHOTO NPWIaTaHe Ha pasnopenOuTe Ha IOCTIKEHWSTa
Ha npasoto oT lllenren B bbrnrapms m PyMpHMS 3a npeMaxBaHETO Ha IIPOBEPKMTE IO BCUYKMY,
TNOAYepTaBaM BCUUKY BHTPELIHY, CyXOIBTHM, MOPCKY U Bb3[yIHY IPAHUIIN.

I would like to address some of our colleagues in the room who might be sceptical about our goal.
If you care about the future of our Union, support us, vote with us on a strong resolution during
the next plenary.

3-216-0000
Dragos Tudorache (Renew). — Doamna presedintd, dragi colegi, md alatur fira rezerve celor care
sustin aici, in aceastd casd, integrarea Romaniei §i Bulgariei in Schengen si, de altfel, acest
Parlament a fost mereu consecvent pe acest dosar. Salut, de asemenea, declaratiile Comisiei
Europene, declaratiile Consiliului, dar sd nu uitdm cd am mai avut astfel de dezbateri.

Au mai fost astfel de momente, am mai avut ferestre de oportunitate politici, am mai auzit astfel
de declaratii si, cu toate acestea, cetdtenii nostri, firmele noastre, stau in continuare la cozi pe care
nu le meritd. Vreau sd fiu foarte clar, responsabilitatea pentru aceste ratdri repetate nu e doar in
Consiliu.

Ea trebuie cdutatd si in parlamentele si guvernele noastre si de aceea fac un apel astazi aici, citre
colegii mei: haideti, dacd suntem consensuali si aliniati aici, haideti sd fim consensuali si aliniati i
acasd, haideti sa lucrdm impreund, sd facem acel kilometru in plus, sd nu mai ldsdm niciun alibi
niciunui ... din Consiliu pentru a rupe unanimitatea, haideti sd lucrdm impreund la pachetul de legi
pentru justitie, si facem un pact in Parlamentul national pentru Schengen si atunci putem
impreund sa cerem socoteald oricdrui lider european care va rupe sau care ar incerca sd rupd
solidaritatea europeana.

3-217-0000
Anpnpeit Cnabakos (ECR). — T-xo Ilpencenarer, a3 mie ce onurtaM 1a Obla MaKCUMAIIHO KpAaTbK.
(Qaxrer, ue Bourapus u PymbHus Bee ome He ca npvety B Llerren, Moxe na Obie OIpeNeneH camo 1o
elMH-eMHCTBeH HauyH. ToBa e cpam 1 o3op 3a EBponeiicKust Chlo3 1 32 HETOBUTE IBOJIHM CTaHIAPTH.

BepOHTHO 1II€ MOBTOPA HElIa, KOUTO Ca Ka3aJly KOJIETUTE. Konko mbti TpH6Ba Tia ce NIOTBbpXKMaBa HallaTa
TeXHMYeCKa TOTOBHOCT UM IIOIMUTMYECKA BOJIS? Hpenm IIOB€UE€ OT HECET TOOMHUM [IOOKa3axMme, e CMeE
VIBITBITHIIN aOCOMIOTHO BCUYKM Kpurepun — n B'bnrapm[, " PYM'LHI/[H. I orToraBa BCUUKMU dpPryMEHTH,
KONTO C€ M3ITOJI3BAT 34 6]'[OKI/[paHCTO Ha OBETE Obp2KaBy, €a CaMO MOIINTUYECKN.

Vctunata e [IpoCTa, HO € TpyOoHa 3a MNPETIbllaHe — IPUMHLUINTE 3a COIMIOAPHOCT M paBHOIIpaBME
BCBIIHOCT Ca abCOITIOTHA WITIO3USA U He CbLIECTBYBAT B EBpOHeﬁICKI/I}I Cb103. ToBa € UBKITIOUUTEITHO TOISIM
np06neM M BEOHAra OuBar 3a6paB€HI/I HalllUTe€ NOBE ObpXKaBU. He 3HamM no KakbB IIpUHLIMNIL. Bmecto
paBHOIIpaBMe IOITy4aBaMe€ HEYBaXKC€HNME, a BMECTO COIIMOAPHOCT OuBaMme WUrHOpMpaHy, BCE €OHO HE
ChbLIECTBYBaME. Bce enHo HammTe IpaXmaHy €ca XOpa MapriHaiu U BTopa pbKa.
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He ce 3abmy>naBaitre, KOJIKOTO IIOBeYe Ce IEMOHCTPMPA NPeHeOpeREHNETO KbM HalllNTe TPazKIaHy, MOra
Ila BJ KaXa, Ye TONKOBA IOBeye lue IM oTONbcKBaTe oT EBpomeiickust cbio3. Bue KakBo 1cKate — fa ce
ch3nae BpTpelieH KOHPuKT yv? Toa i e 1enra Ha EBporneiickust chro3? Bvecto obemmHerme, na 1Ma
KOH(IVKT MeXITy pa3niyHuTe Hapomu. Bpeme e [1a IpekpaTiM Tasu QUCKPUMIHALNS Y 1a NPUChEINHNM
burapus u Pymbaus koM [lenren.

A Ha xorneraTa oT l"epMaHm{ MOra fja Kaxa, ue BCMUKU KOpUIOopH, KOUTO BbPBAT KbM EBpona C HEJIETaJIHN
VMUTpaHTH, ca HEMCKI.

3-218-0000
Ioan-Rares Bogdan (PPE). — Doamna presedintd, domnule comisar Schinas, domnule ministru
Bek, de 11 ani, doud tdri europene pe care romanii le trateazd cu respect, ii umilesc sistematic,
blocand aderarea la Schengen. $i asta, desi companiile lor au afaceri uriase in Romania si detin o
bund parte din sistemul bancar si de asigurari.

Mereu, Romania si-a tratat partenerii cu respect. Ce trebuie sd mai facem pentru a fi tratati de la
egal la egal si respectati de citre toti membrii UE? Sd provocdm o crizd alimentard la nivel
european, sd blocdm la granitd trenurile i sutele de camioane cu cereale care traverseazd zilnic
Romania pentru a ajunge pe pietele occidentale? in Olanda, Belgia, Franta, Austria, Germania,
Italia. Nu ne obligati sd jucdm si noi dur.

Am fost mult prea eleganti si mult prea ticuti pAnd acum. Nu suntem mai putin europeni decat cei
din Vest. Nu-i trimiteti pe alegdtorii romani cdtre populisti si eurosceptici. Blocarea Romaniei si
Bulgariei in afara Schengen este o nedreptate fatd de un popor profund european. Acum 500 de
ani, un roman a fost primul european care l-a infrant si blocat pe cuceritorul Constantinopolului,
Mehmed al II-lea. Se numea Iancu de Hunedoara. In onoarea lui, si astizi toate bisericile catolice
din lume trag clopotele la ora 12.

Vi avertizez cd acum Mehmed al [I-lea se numeste Putin. A atacat Ucraina cu tancurile, dar a atacat
si eurosistemul. Are doud arme: minciuna si politicieni cdrora le oferd sprijin. Are oameni care
deja le spun romanilor ca eurosistemul i-a abandonat. Pentru a anula orice demers antieuropean si
pentru a anula discursul eurosceptic in interiorul granitelor Romaniei si Bulgariei, tarile noastre
trebuie sd fie obligatoriu in Schengen.

Nu va bateti joc incd o datd de Romania si Bulgaria. Ajunge! 11 ani au fost de ajuns!

3-219-0000
Rovana Plumb (S&D). — Doamna presedintd, domnule vicepresedinte, domnule ministru Bek,
nu de putine ori am auzit cd Romania, alaturi de Bulgaria, indeplineste criteriile tehnice de aderare
la spatiul Schengen. Criteriile tehnice le indeplinim de 11 ani, iar acest lucru a fost confirmat in
repetate randuri atit de citre Parlamentul European, cat si de citre Comisia Europeand. Romania
continud sd implementeze si sd se adapteze evolutiilor acquis-ului Schengen cu consecvent,
beneficiind de accesul la Sistemul de informatii Schengen si la Sistemul de informatii privind
vizele.

Am demonstrat si demonstram cu consecventd modul responsabil in care am inteles sd gestiondm
frontiera externd a Uniunii, fiind garantul securitdtii pentru 2 070 de kilometri de frontiera.
Ultimele luni ne-au adus in situatia nedoritd de a dovedi cd putem chiar gestiona in mod adecvat o
situatie de crizd cu peste un milion de refugiati care au intrat deja in Romania, respectand in
acelasi timp toate normele Schengen in vigoare.

Trebuie si fim sinceri si sd recunoastem, amandrile repetate au fost din motive politice si decizia
care trebuie luatd este una politicd. Credem cd suntem intr-un moment in care Uniunea trebuie si
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inteleagd cd sunt necesare gesturi politice clare, care elimind orice ambiguitati, gesturi care s arate
soliditatea proiectului nostru comun, credibilitatea sa si care sd recunoascd meritele si eforturile
acolo unde sunt facute, in acord cu prevederile asumate prin tratate.

Ce dorim? Dorim ca pand la sfarsitul acestui an sd se decidd, evident, in mod pozitiv in Consiliu,
asupra ridicdrii controlului la frontiere intre Romania si Bulgaria si restul spatiului Schengen, iar
asta nu este decat o respectare a prevederilor tratatelor, prevederi pe care noi ni le asumam si le
respectam.

Romania meritd, romanii meritd sd fie tratati in mod egal ca toti ceilalti cetdteni europeni.
Romdnia trebuie sd intre in spatiul Schengen! Dorim ca §i romanii sd circule liber in spatiul
Schengen, ca toti ceilalti cetdteni europeni.

3-220-0000
Vlad-Marius Botos (Renew). — Doamna vicepresedintd, stimati colegi, domnule comisar
Schinas, domnule ministru Bek, aderarea Romaniei si a Bulgariei la spatiul Schengen este
importantd pentru cd ne aduce cu adevirat la acelasi statut de cetiteni europeni pe care il au toti
ceilalti cetdteni din statele membre. Este un pas firesc si necesar, care a devenit dupd mai bine de
15 ani de la aderarea noastrd in Uniunea Europeana.

Indiferent de conducerea tarii, de regimurile mai mult sau mai putin adecvate, cetatenii europeni
ar trebui sd aibd aceleasi drepturi, iar dreptul de a cildtori liber in Uniunea Europeand nu ar trebui
nici ingradit, nici ingreunat. De asemenea, trebuie sd urmdrim si sd ne asigurdm cd, la nivel
european, dreptul oamenilor de a cilitori nu va fi ingreunat de proceduri vamale invechite si
neconforme cu statutul de cetdtean european. Si asta nu v-o spun doar din auzite, vd spun ca un
cetdtean european din judetul Arad si vad cozile de tiruri la mine acasa zi de zi.

Propaganda antieuropeand, si am vazut si in aceastd sald, este din ce in ce mai durd, iar faptul cd
romanii si bulgarii sunt tinuti ore in sir la granita spatiului Schengen pentru a putea circula in
Uniunea Europeand nu ajutd cu nimic spiritul european pe care cu totii ne dorim sd il vedem la cat
mai multi cetdteni europeni.

3-221-0000

Anppeit HoBakoB (PPE). — T-xo Ilpencemaren, r-H BuuenpesumeHT u ocobeHO 1-H MuHUCTB,
,Kens3Hara 3apeca” He Oerue pocTo u3pas. Ts Oelte pasmenuTesIHa MMHUSA MEXKILy [IBa CBSATA — €IMH Ha
Gapuepu u 6omIvBa Tel U IPYT — Ha cBoOOMEH JmueH 1300p. Tosa Oelire TONKOBA CUITHA Pa3HeUTEIHA
TMVMHMS, Ye TpeBbpHa beprmHckata creHa B cumBon Ha CTymeHara BoiiHa. TOJIKOBA CMITHA pasfieNuTeNHa
TIMHMSL, Ye Hali-ronsMara nobena B CtyneHata BoiiHa Gere chOapsiHeTo Ha beprmHckara cTeHa.

Ho ocobeno LIEHEH YPOK HU MpenopanoXa Xopara OT OBETE CTpaHM Ha CT€HATa. Mozxeln pa Komnaenr
TyHEIM, MOKEL 1a MPOEKTHpall 6&]’[0}{1/[, MOZKe€II [1a ITyBall B CTYIEHUTE JIEOCHN BOOY, HO 2KCIIaHMETO 3a
TOCTOCH KHMBOT 1'[06C}KIIHB(:1, KCITaHMETO Ha ITbTYBAlll CIIOKOITHO 1'[06€}K]1é1B7:1. TpI/IHCCCT W TpU TOIMHMU IO~
KBbCHO HME CME M3IPaBEHM IIPEM ChIIMA YPOK, HO M3ITIEXKOa HE CME IO HayumIIn. [IIeHreH, OT CUMBOTI Ha
€OIMHCTBOTO U NATAHETO HA T'PaHUILINTE, CE IIPEBbPHA B HOBA XKE€IIA3HA 3aB€Ca U ITOBOM €IHM ObP2KAaBU A
couar opyru ¢ npauer.

3alo TonKoBa romMHY, cilell Kato buirapus m PyMbHMS ca MBIBIHMWIM BCUUKM M3MCKBAHUSA, Te He ce
ponyckar B Illenren? 3aimo nosrapsme cblllaTa rpewika? Ypaxaemy, bwirapus e uact or Eepoma ot
XWIsAa ¥ TpUCTa rommuu. Y Gbirapute, M pyMBHILIMTE Ca eBPOIENIM TOYHO TOJIKOBA, KOJIKOTO 1 BCUYKM
OCTaHAIM ¥ 3aCiTyXaBaT HOCTOMHO ¥ CIPABE[NIMBO OTHOLIEHME, a He YakaHe mpel Oapuepy ¥ mpen
TULIETA.
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TpnneceT W TpU TOOMHN ITO-KbCHO EBpona € II0CTaBEHa IpeN ChIINA I/I360p. B’bl'[pOC'bT € TO3U ITBT OT KOs
CTpaHa Ha CT€HaTa 1I€ 3aCTaHE — Ha eBpOHCﬁCKOTO €OMHCTBO MJIM Ha HAIIMOHAJIHUTE pef/lTIAHI‘ un? He
Sa6paB$II7IT€ o6aqe, ue [TIOJIMTHKATa BeUe ChIICCTBYBA HE 3a 1a CTPOU CTEHY, 4 3a 1a I'U c1)6ap;1.

3-222-0000
Domeénec Ruiz Devesa (S&D). — Seflora presidenta, seflor ministro Bek, me alegra verlo de
nuevo en la Cdmara. También al vicepresidente Schinas.

Lo primero que quiero expresar sobre este tema es mi agradecimiento, especialmente a Victor
Negrescu, por su trabajo, ya en su época de ministro, encaminado a lograr la adhesion al espacio
Schengen, y también por haber propuesto el debate que estamos teniendo hoy en el seno del
Grupo Socialista, ya que ha sido ¢l quien lo ha llevado adelante.

El espacio sin fronteras interiores de Schengen se ha visto tensionado, lo sabemos, por la cuestion
de la pandemia y la agresion de Rusia a Ucrania. La Comision ha reiterado que Bulgaria y Rumania
cumplen desde 2011 los requisitos necesarios para formar parte del espacio Schengen con plenos
derechos. Lo sabe bien el vicepresidente Schinas.

Por tanto, ministro Bek, es hora de que el Consejo adopte una decision positiva y dé un paso al
frente, y reconozca que Rumania y Bulgaria han cumplido. Y, ademds, que reconozca la ingente
labor que estan realizando a la Uni6n como paises vecinos de Ucrania ante la crisis provocada por
la guerra.

También, por cierto, hay que cumplir con Croacia.

No podemos hablar de una Europa unida cuando hay ciudadanos de Estados miembros que,
habiendo cumplido sus obligaciones, son apartados de sus derechos a la movilidad.

3-223-0000
Dacian Ciolos (Renew). — Doamna presedintd, as vrea sd-i transmit domnului Reil, care vad ci
nu mai e in sald, cd dacd Romania nu si-ar fi facut treaba la frontiera Uniunii Europene, ar fi vazut
dansul ce inseamnd Far West-ul cu adevdrat! Pentru cd, iatd, la 15 ani de la aderarea la Uniunea
Europeand, Romania este incd in afara spatiului Schengen. Cetdtenii romani contribuie la PIB-ul
altor state membre si totusi nu au aceleasi drepturi si aceeasi libertate de circulatie pe care au
cetdtenii tarilor respective.

Este profund regretabil si inacceptabil cd, din motive politice si datoritd unor jocuri politice
interne in citeva state membre, romanii sunt privati, romanii, si cetdtenii romani, si mediul de
afaceri sunt privati de un drept conferit de tratatele Uniunii Europene. Si as vrea sd transmit
liderilor europeni care ne ascultd si care pot sd nu aibd incredere in unele partide politice, vreau sd
le spun doar atat: aveti incredere in societatea romaneascd si in anticorpii politici pe care si i-a
dezvoltat! Aveti incredere in sutele de mii de romani care au apdrat in stradd independenta justitiei
si democratia in Romania! $i orice amanare a aderdrii Romaniei la Schengen este 0 mana de ajutor
pe care o dati partidelor extremiste si antieuropene din Romania. Cu Romania in Schengen si
Schengen-ul, si Uniunea Europeand va fi mai puternica!

3-224-0000
Vasile Blaga (PPE). — Doamna presedintd, stimati reprezentanti ai Consiliului, ai Comisiei, dragi
colegi, vd vorbesc in calitate de europarlamentar roman, dar si fost Ministru de Interne al
Romaniei, ministru direct responsabil pentru indeplinirea conditionalitatilor in vederea integrarii
Romaniei, atdt in Uniunea Europeand, cat si in spatiul Schengen.
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Din acest motiv, integrarea Romaniei in spatiul Schengen este un subiect care ma preocupd si pe
care il tratez foarte personal si sunt trei argumente care trebuie sd conducd la o decizie rapidd
privind integrarea Romaniei si a Bulgariei in Schengen.

in primul rand, primul argument este tehnic si ar trebui si fie suficient, cum a fost pentru toate
statele care sunt membre in spatiul Schengen. Romania indeplineste toate conditiile tehnice
pentru Schengen, mai mult, razboiul din Ucraina a fost si un test pentru frontiera externd a
Uniunii Europene, iar Romania l-a trecut cu brio.

Al doilea argument este cel moral. Europa ne-a predat si ne predd de ani de zile lectia solidaritatii.
Solidaritate in fata rdzboiului pentru refugiati si migranti, solidaritate in fata crizei energetice.
Romania si-a facut temele fird comentarii. A manifestat solidaritate fard rezerve, si nu pentru cd
ne-a obligat cineva. Am ficut-o pentru ci cetitenii romani cred in aceste valori. Intrebarea este:
Europa este capabild sd pund in practica pand la capat lectia pe care o preda?

Al treilea argument este unul mai degraba practic si se referd la viitorul Uniunii Europene. Viitorul
Uniunii Europene este amenintat de euroscepticism si vedem asta din ce in ce mai des la voturile
nationale. Viitorul Uniunii Europene depinde si de modul in care Uniunea intelege sd ii trateze pe
cetdtenii fiecdrui stat membru. Oare refuzul de a lua o decizie legitima de integrare a Romaniei si
Bulgariei in Schengen nu creeazd premisele unui val de euroscepticism in aceste doud tari?

Sunteti pregdtiti pentru acest lucru? Oare lectia Brexitului nu este suficient? Cred cd Romania si
Bulgaria trebuie sd devind rapid membri ai Uniunii Europene.

3-225-0000
Yukasz Kohut (S&D). — Pani Przewodniczgca! Panie Komisarzu! Na poczatku dobre nowiny z
Polski: 79% obywateli Polski uwaza, ze polski rzad powinien zgodzi¢ si¢ na powrét do
praworzadnosci i cofnigcie deformy systemu sprawiedliwosci oraz siggnagé po pienigdze z KPO.
79%, droga Europo! Polska to nie PiS. Poparcie dla cztonkostwa Polski w Unii Europejskiej ciagle
utrzymuje si¢ na poziomie 80% polskiego spoleczenstwa pomimo siedmiu lat twardej,
antyeuropejskiej propagandy w tak zwanych mediach narodowych.

Strefa Schengen jest symbolem udanego projektu europejskiego, podobnie jak Erasmus, waluta
euro czy Europejska Stolica Kultury. Ale chyba jednak to wlasnie Europa bez granic to nasze
najwigksze osiggniecie w historii. I miejsce dla Bulgarii i Rumunii w strefie Schengen to absolutny
symbol jednosci Europy. Europa to bedzie kontynent, gdzie z Bukaresztu czy Burgas bedzie
mozna przejecha¢ do Madrytu czy Lizbony bez kontroli granicznej. To jest nasz obowiazek i
nasza przysztos¢. Odwagi, Europo! Tak dla Bulgarii i Rumunii w strefie Schengen. Jedenascie lat
oczekiwania to stanowczo za dlugo.

3-226-0000
Nicolae Stefinutd (Renew). — Doamna presedintd, azi, multi colegi romani i bulgari vd conving
cd meritd sd intre in Schengen si asa si este. Dar astdzi nu e numai ziua lor, este ziua Europei unite.
Nu este patriotism european sa continui integrarea europeand a lui Schuman? Nu este patriotism
european si lasi Dacia sd duci masinile produse la Mioveni mai repede citre clientul din Marseille?
Nu céstiga francezul, nu castigd si romanul din asta?

La ce bun sd ddm bani cu 0 mana si sd taxam aceste intreprinderi in ora cea mai grea a economiei
europene ? Nu este patriotism european sa-I respecti pe domnul Popa, cel care ti-a construit casa
in Berlin, dar care trebuie sd stea la granita cu zilele atunci cand se intoarce acasa de Craciun sau de
Pasti? Atunci nu mai suntem o familie? Atunci nu mai suntem frati?

Vorgestern vor 33 Jahren ist in Berlin die Mauer gefallen.
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Il ya 233 ans, c’était le tour de la Bastille.

lar acum 33 de ani, romanii au dat jos comunismul si au strigat: Libertate! Ceea ce nu au mai
strigat romanii si ceea ce uitd de multe ori europenii este acea solidaritate, acea fraternitate, acea
egalitate. Sd le ardtdm cd Europa este despre asta, sd le ardtdm cd Europa este unit!

3-230-0000
Acum Apemos (PPE). — T-xo [lpencenaten, yBaxkaeMy KOJErM, TOBa He € IbPBUSAT [1e0aT 1O TO3MU
mpo0sieM, HO ce HamsBaM MCKPEHO A € MOCIIEIHMAT, 3al0TO OTHaBHA e BpeMe buirapus u PymbHus, a
Beue 1 XbpBaTCcKa, 1a Obmat mpuety B LLleHreHCKOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO.

bbr apuga nu PYM’I:HI/IH CBbpLINXa HOCTaTbUYHO pa60Ta, 3a Ja OTIOBOpAT Ha W3NCKBAaHMATA 3a
NIPUCHEIMHABAHE, HO ITOBEUE OT NECETUIIETUE TE€ BCE OLLE YaKaT. TogmHa cried rogMHa OBeTe Obp2KaBu ce
nraopupar 0e3 00eKTUBHY IpUYMHN. Hp]/[‘H/IHI/ITe Ca M3UJ10 IMOJTUTUYECKU.

EnuuapeceT romHm OTKakTO HSKOM HpaBuTenicTBa B Chl03a HaloOXKMXa BETO HA IPYUCHEOMHSBAHETO HA
Bunrapust u Pymbaust kb lleHrenckata 30Ha. Bpeme e Te3y npaBuTerncTBa, Hauenno ¢ HUAEPIaHICKOTO, 1a
ce OTKaxar OT [IBOMHMTE CTaHIApTV M Ha IEMOHCTPUPAT eBPOINENCKMS OyX Ha CONMIApHOCT. KpaitHo
BpeMe € Na OTIaHe Ta3u HeclpasemIMBOCT. He e crpaBeluBO Ha He ce IpU3HABAT YCUIIUATA U
pesyntatute Ha fiBete cTpaHu. He e crpaBemnuBo ja He ce Mpu3HaBa (akThT, ue MPU CHOJETSUIATa HH
0OezkaHcKa Kpy3a buirapys ce npencrasu Haii-noope.

Bbremero Ha EBponeicKust Cbr03 3aBUCH OT TOBA JOKOJIKO CTPAHMTE 1e ObAT eIVHHM M CONMIAPHY eIHA
¢ ppyra. VIMEHHO Ta3u CONMMHAPHOCT M3ucKBa Bbnrapus, PympHus u Xbpearcka ga Oboar mpueru
He3a6aBHO B 1leHreH. BpeMe e MeuTata [1a ce PeBbPHE B PEANTHOCT.

3-231-0000
Victor Negrescu (S&D). — Doamna presedintd, domnule comisar, domnule ministru, este
suficient! In ultimii 11 ani am insistat in repetate randuri pentru aderarea Romaniei la Schengen.
Intrebarea reald este cine se opune si de ce ? Toti liderii europeni social-democrati au declarat cd
sustin aderarea Romaniei. Nu am auzit acest lucru de la toate guvernele de centru-dreapta si ii rog
pe reprezentantii lor nu doar sa vorbeasci aici, ci sd mearga sd discute cu colegii lor politici, spre
exemplu, din Olanda.

Dar daci toti din sald suntem pentru aderare, atunci insist ca cei din Consiliu, domnule ministru,
sd ne spund clar dacd in decembrie va exista un vot pentru aderarea Romaniei la Schengen
incepand de anul viitor. lar dacd nu se va intimpla, ce facem? De aceea, vd propun ca noi,
eurodeputatii, sd solicitim sprijinul chiar al Curtii de Justitie a Uniunii Europene. Si sunt convins
cd multi europeni ne vor sustine.

Intr-unul din zecile de mii de mesaje transmise de romani liderilor europeni pe care le voi depune
la sediul Consiliului, Irina, o tandrd de 22 de ani din Alba lulia, scrie cd aderarea la Schengen
inseamnd pentru ea cd romanii devin cetdteni europeni cu drepturi depline. Asa cd realitatea este
simpld: romanii meritd in Schengen!

3-232-0000

Ramona Strugariu (Renew). — Doamna presedintd, Romania meritd sd fie in Schengen! Fiecare
sofer de TIR care trece prin acest iad tot timpul, fiecare om care std ore intregi la coadad! Chiar
meritdm asta! Sunt aici colegii din coalitia de guvernare, i-am auzit vorbind, au avut mesaje foarte
puternice PNL, PSD si UDMR au avut post-aderare toate guvernele Romaniei, cu o singurd
exceptie.
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Cred cd niciunul dintre aceste guverne nu s-a batut destul, eficient si real pentru Schengen si nu am
dat semnale de incredere cand am vulnerabilizat justitia sau am cumpdrat presa. E momentul sd
depdsim asta. Asa ca-i rog tare mult de data asta sd ne batem real si eficient pentru Schengen.
Impreund s3 repardm legile justitiei, si ne rezolvdm problemele de acas si cred ci asta va ajuta
foarte mult, pentru cd Romania meritd in Schengen. Poate reusim de data asta impreund.

3-233-0000
SEDI VADA: ROBERTS ZILE
Priekssedetajas vietnieks

3-234-0000

Daniel Buda (PPE). — Domnule presedinte, multumesc tuturor colegilor pentru sprijinirea
procesului de aderare a Romaniei si Bulgariei la spatiul Schengen. Multumesc, domnule comisar si,
de asemenea, multumesc, domnule ministru. Din 2011, Romania indeplineste toate conditiile
tehnice. A facut investitiile necesare in sistemele de securitate, a consolidat legislatia si a pregatit
constant functionarii din domeniu.

Rédzboiul din Ucraina a demonstrat incd o datd in plus cd autoritdtile din Romania au capacitatea
de a gestiona mari fluxuri migratorii. Am asigurat un tranzit constant de cereale din Ucraina cdtre
toate zonele lumii, prevenind foametea. Am fost si suntem parte integrantd a eforturilor
comunitdtii internationale de a pune capdt acestui rizboi dus de Putin. Ne-am exprimat, asadar,
solidaritatea in momente dificile pentru Uniunea Europeand. Am fost si suntem furnizori de
securitate si stabilitate in regiune.

Nu cerem altceva decat un drept pe care l-am castigat. Cerem si fim primiti acolo unde ne este
locul. In caz contrar, riscul aparitiei unor curente extremiste este imens, iar pretul plitit de
proiectul european va fi unul mult prea mare. Un lucru sa fie clar, domnule comisar, un lucru sa
fie clar, domnule ministru, putem sd oferim mai departe solidaritate in vremuri de rizboi, si
garantdm stabilitatea in vremuri greu incercate.

Dar nu vom mai tolera si fim umiliti. Astdzi, romanii si bulgarii, firmele din Romania si din
Bulgaria, nici nu concep ca Uniunea sd nu fie solidard cu ei si sd le acorde ceea ce, in mod profund
si nedrept, le-a fost refuzat atat de mult timp: accesul in spatiul Schengen.

3-235-0000
Matjaz Nemec (S&D). — Gospod predsednik, dober dan! Zadnji $iritvi schengna smo bili prica v
letu 2007, ko so v obmogje brez notranjih meja vstopile nove drzave ¢lanice, med njimi tudi
Slovenija, ter leta 2008 Svica. Nato je ta proces zastal in je v slepi ulici.

Romunija in Bolgarija sta Ze leta 2011 izpolnili vse pogoje, a so ju drzave ¢lanice vse do tedaj
pustile v ¢akalnici. V skupini S&D odlo¢no podpiramo Siritev schengna in zahtevamo, da Svet
odpravi blokado ter za Romunijo in Bolgarijo nemudoma sprejme odlocitev o prikljucitvi.

Schengen je namre¢ eden izmed najbolj otipljivih dosezkov Evropske unije. A je Ze vrsto let v
krizi. Danes tako Se vedno $est drzav nezakonito izvaja nadzor na notranjih mejah. Tudi Avstrija s
Slovenijo. In to kljub temu, da je Sodis¢e Evropske unije, ki je odlocalo o tem, v primeru iste
groznje te nadzore od leta 2017 deklariralo kot nezakonite. Ce Zelimo zaicititi in ohraniti
schengen, ne smemo pristati na tako nedopustno in grobo krsenje sodb sodis¢.

Spostovani, Komisija zato mora nemudoma ukrepati in z vsemi sredstvi zascititi Schengen,
preden bo za to prepozno.
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3-236-0000
Valter Flego (Renew). — Postovani predsjedavajudi, postovane kolegice i kolege, jasno je da puni
smisao Europska unija, za gradanke, za gradane, za gospodarstvo, dobiva ulaskom te drzave
¢lanice u schengenski prostor.

Naravno, preduvjet je jasno ispunjenje svih strogih tehnickih uvjeta i, naravno, politicka volja
ostalih drzava ¢lanica u Vije¢u da to i podrze. Zelim od srca Bugarskoj i Rumunjskoj da to &im
prije i ostvare. A danas, ovdje, Zelim izraziti veliku srecu jer sam uvjeren da ¢e moja Hrvatska 1. 1.
2023. postati ¢lanica schengenskog prostora.

Hvala, drage kolegice i kolege, svima vama koji ste iskazali jednu takvu jasnu volju i siguran sam
da ¢e takva odluka biti donesena u nadleZznom odboru, a i ovdje na plenarnoj sjednici, kako bi
gradanke i gradani Hrvatske i gospodarstvo Hrvatske dobili toliko Zeljeni, ali i zasluZeni poklon za
novu "23. godinu. I sve one, koji su danas ovdje iznosili pausalne i neto¢ne informacije o
Hrvatskoj, molim da se smire, molim da se ispri¢aju, da ne vicu u ovom prostoru i da ne dijele
gradanke i gradane Europe na gradane prvog i drugog reda radi svojih internih politickih bodova.

3-237-0000
Paman KbHes (PPE). — I-u Ilpencenaren, r-H Komucap, r-H MuHMCTBp, HAlaTa MO3ULMS B TO3M
[TapriamenT e oTHaBHa ACHA MO BHIPOCA 3a NPUCHEAMHABAHETO Ha buirapyusa u Pymbans koM [lenren.
ChbIO OTHABHA € sICHA Mo3uLMsTa Ha EBpomnerickata komucust. Olile O-SICeH € MHTepechT Ha GbrapcKure
¥ PYMBHCKUTe IPaXiaHy, Ha GM3Heca B [IBeTe CTPAHM, HO M Ha Lenust EBpomeiicky cbio3 MpUHUMINTE Ha
CBOOOIIHOTO IBVXEHNE [1a BaXaT Ha Iisi1aTa Teputopys Ha Cbio3a.

U Ty BB3HUKBA IpoOeMbT: KakBa BCBIIHOCT € Ipevkara? 3auio He ce cinyuu? [IpaButencrsara, KOUTO
6riokupar npuemarero Ha bonrapust u PymbHus B Lllenres, Ibikar decteH 1 siceH oTroBop. Vckam fa
TofyepTas, e Te He IO aBaT. A TOBa Beue He OTTOBaps Ha CTaHmapTuTte Hi Kato Chbio3, Ha IIPYHLMIINTE,
110 KOUTO PabOTST MHCTUTYLIUNTE.

YecTo, Makap M HEOPUIMAIHO, Ce CIIOMEHABAa KOPYILMATA U TYK IOCTaBsM Bbipoca: [To KakbB HaumH
u3onmupaHeTo Ha bwirapus u PymbHus nomara 3a 6opbata ¢ kopynuusira? [1o KakbB HAUMH 3aTBAPSHETO
Ha Haimst GM3HeC B TeCHM PaMKM MOMara Ha ToBa J1a Obie 0CBOOOMIEH TOM OT KOPYIIMOHHATA XBAaTKa?
Hanporus, npuHUMITST TyK € To4HO 0OpatHusT. He MOXKe rpaxpaHute 1 OM3HECHT 1a ObIAT HaKa3BaHU
3apajy KOpYILMSTA HA CBOUTE yIpasiisiBaiiy. [ paxnanute u OM3HeChT TPsiOBa Ja ObIAT OANIOMOTHATI.
Boirapust u Pymbhust TpsiOBa fa Bisizat B LlleHren He3abaBHO 1 TpsiOBa 1a MOJIyYaT MO-TOJISIMA IOMOLL
npyu pedOpMIPaHETO Ha CITy>KOUTE C11 1 Ha IIPABOCHIHATA CU CUCTEMA, A He 1a ObIaT U30JMpPaHIL.

3-238-0000
Maria Grapini (S&D). — Domnule presedinte, domnule comisar, domnule ministru, stimati
colegi, nu stiu dacd puteti s3 md intelegeti, dar am un sentiment de frustrare. Si asta nu numai eu,
ci toti cetdtenii din tara mea. A cita oard, si mai dezbatem? A cita oard, s mai votdm in
Parlamentul European? A cita oard sd mai scrie Comisia Consiliului, celor 27 de sefi de stat si de
guverne, care, iatd, ce democratie ne invatd: un presedinte de stat sau sef de guvern conteazd mai
mult decit zecile de milioane de cetdteni!

Asta este democratia europeand? Ar putea sd ne spuna - si ma adresez acum celor 27 de sefi de stat
si de guverne, inclusiv presedintelui din tara mea - ar putea sd ne spund ce punct din tratat, ce
punct din Regulamentul Schengen nu-l indeplineste Romania sau Bulgaria? S$i nu stiu daca acesti
domni sefi de stat au fost vreodata intr-o afacere concretd, nu de celelalte tipuri, sd inteleaga ce
inseamna sd pierzi timp dacd ai avea o firma de transport, ca cetdtean. Nu stiu dacd ar intelege, dar
ii intreb ca fost om de afaceri: dacd ar fi sd calculdm, daunele morale si financiare de 11 ani create
milioanelor de cetdteni din tara mea, cum ar putea sd plateasca? Cer imperativ sa intre Romania si
cetdtenii din tara mea si se bucure de acelasi ... (Presedinta a retras cuvantul vorbitoarei).
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3-239-0000
Lena Diipont (PPE). — Mr President, [ was three when the Berlin Wall fell; I was 13 when
Schengen became an integral part of the Amsterdam Treaties; I was about to finish school when
10 new Member States joined the European family, so Schengen and Europe have always been a
part of my life. I have experienced it as an open, as a free, as a promising continent, and it has
become even more so in recent times.

I would have been 24 when new Member States could have joined the Schengen Area: some 30
million citizens eagerly awaiting to experience that freedom as well, if the Council had acted. The
steps needed had been taken, criteria had been met, cooperation and consultation was not only
signalled but brought to life.

After all, Schengen remains one of the most important achievements of the European Union. It is
more than a political showcase; it is a fundamental right of all EU citizens; it is lived by the people
of the European Union; it’s part of our European DNA. Can we do more to preserve it and to
strengthen it? Yes, of course. It's an achievement. It must be cherished; it must be nurtured; it must
be guarded. Would it be an enormous step, an important step ahead in welcoming new members
to the Schengen Area? Of course, yes. It would foster our internal security, strengthen our union,
and ease the burden for European citizens.

I'm 36 now and [ would be more than happy to see these accessions before another birthday
passes by.

3-240-0000
LIBerennnua Ienkosa (S&D). — I'-H [pencenaren, 1-H Buuenpesunent, Munnuctsp bek, EBponeitckusr
TapIlaMeHT BYHAIY € TMOOKPEIAN IBIIHOIPABHOTO WIeHCTBO Ha bbnrapus u Pymbansa B lllenren u nnec
OTHOBO IPENOTBbPKIaBaMe Ta3y O3NS

Bcmuky TexHMYECKM M3MCKBAHMS Ca M3ITBIIHEHM M TOBA € NOTBBPHEHO OT BBTPEIIHUTE MMHUMCTPU Ha
C'bIOSa, HO BBIIPEKM TOBAa BEUE IOBEUE OT JECETMIIETUE IBETE CTPAaHU Ca HA BpaTaTa Ha [lenren. PaBau cme
110 M3NMCKBAHMS U 3alTBII2KEHNS, HO HE M 110 ITIOCTUTHATU PE3YIITATU. Tosa He e 11 TBOEH CTaHHapT?

BbirapckoTo wiieHCTBO ce O7I0KMpa 3apamy NOJMTUYECKY Bb3PaKeHWs! Ha OPeeNieHN [TbPKaBy UICHKN
B CbBeTa. Bb3pakenus, kouto Hsmar Humo obuio ¢ IlleHreH, 1 TOBa e pa3oyapoBAIO 3a BCUUKY
€BPOIIEIICKY ITPaKIaHN.

Hacpen TonkoBa Kpu3u bBbirapust pasxomsa ocKbieH MyOnmuueH pecypc, 3a IIa NMOMIbPXa BbTpElIeH
rpaHnyeH KOHTpon ¢ PymMbHMsA 1 I'bpuys, BMECTO Ia IIPEHACOUM TO3M PECYPC KbM HAaTOBAapEHATa BHHIIHA
epporelicka rpanuua ¢ Typums.

CoBeTHT TpH6Ba Oa IpeoCMUCIIN Io3NumATa C1 U Ia nane He3a0aBHO 3eJleHa CBETIIMHA 3a YWIEHCTBOTO Ha
Bwrapm[ n PYM”bHI/[}I B [lleHreH, c BCUuKM rpanuuy €HOBPEMEHHO — Bb3[AYIIHM, BOITHU U CYXOIIBTHIU.

3-241-0000
Karlo Ressler (PPE). — Mr President, dear Vice-President Schinas, dear colleagues, Romanian and
Bulgarian citizens have been waiting now for 11 years to enjoy all the advantages of free
movement and to enter into the Schengen area.

Parliament has repeatedly emphasised its support for the Schengen enlargement, as we do today,
because it is crucial for the equality of citizens within the EU. Stronger economic cooperation,
enhanced connectivity, but also better protection of the external borders is in the interests of the
whole European Union and not only in the interests of those two countries. This is especially true
at a time of great uncertainty and damaged security architecture across the entire continent.
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Ladies and gentlemen, soon we will discuss and vote here in the European Parliament on the
report on Croatia’s accession to the Schengen area. Let me be clear, in December it is high time for
the Council to act not only for Croatia, but also for Romania and Bulgaria, because this is in the
interests of these countries, but this is also in the interests of all Europe and of fostered security on
the European continent.

3-242-0000
Leszek Miller (S&D). — Panie Przewodniczgcy! Brak granic w Europie zjednoczyl nasz
kontynent. Jest symbolem europejskich wartosci i europejskiego stylu zycia. Bulgaria i Rumunia,
ktére weszly do Unii w 2007 roku, 15 lat temu, wciaz s poza Schengen. Chorwacja czeka szesé
lat, a przeciez dopiero wejscie do Schengen jest dopelnieniem procesu integracji rozumianego
jako prawa, ale i powazne obowigzki. Co roku Bruksela szczegétowo bada przystosowanie
Rumunii i Bulgarii do wymogoéw strefy i oglasza rekomendacje. Jesli zatem Komisja uznaje, Ze
kraje aspirujace spelniaja wszystkie kluczowe warunki, nie ma na co czekal. Trzeba podjaé
decyzj¢. Unia musi dowie$¢, ze nawet w trudnych warunkach wywolanych agresja Rosji na
Ukraing potrafi chroni¢ swoje najwigksze osiggniecia, czyli swobodny przeptyw oséb — jedna z
czterech podstawowych swobdd, na ktérych zostata zbudowana.

3-243-0000
Anexcanmbp Anekcannpos Viopnanos (PPE). — I-n [Ipencenarern, MMaM ycellaHeTo 3a IEXaBlo, 3a
efHa myeca Ha abcypra. Bcuuko ToBa, KOETO [IHEC TOBOPUM, Ce TOBOPY OT JieceT FOMHM. TeXHMYeCKuTe
KPUTEPUM Ca M3IIBIIHEHY, NpUETH ca pe3ontonymy, EBpomeiickata Kommcys € Kasanma cBOeTO ,Ha“. U
abcyprHmsT BbIpoc e: KakBo ole oyakBame fa ce Ciyun, 3a ga 6buat npuetut boiurapus u PymbHus B
[IIeHreHCKOTO POCTPAHCTBO?

O6psbuaM BHMMaHMe — pasumpsiBaHeto Ha Ilenren ¢ Bwnrapms u PympHus me Oboe ycmex 3a
EBpomeiickust cbio3, a HOBO OTJIaraHe uie paboTM eIMHCTBEHO B MON3a Ha XMOpMAHATA BOJHA, KOSTO
Kpemnbn omu cpemy EBpoma. HacrosiBam oT Tasu Bucoka TpuOyHa CbBETBT 1@ B3eMe €IMHCTBEHOTO
MPABIITHO pellieHye — He3abaBHO npyemane Ha borrapus u Pymbrus B lllenren. M Heka ToBa 1a cTaHe Ha
CpBeTa mpe3 Mecel JEKEMBPM M [1a NOCPEUIHEM BCMUKM 3a€IHO KaTO €IHO ceMeicTBO PoxmecTo
Xpucroso.

3-244-0000
Carmen Avram (S&D). - Domnule presedinte, de 11 ani, Romania sta in anticamera Schengen,
asteptand sd i se deschidd usa. De 11 ani, tara mea nu e doar pregtitd sa intre, dar a dat dovada de
solidaritate si de actiuni exemplare in situatii de crizd, a respectat legislatia si pregiteste acum
implementarea noilor sisteme de securitate europene. Cu toate acestea, dupd 11 ani, incd ni se
opun niste mari parteneri comerciali, pe care Romania i-a primit cu bratele deschise, tratandu-i cu
respect.

Si-i intreb astdzi de ce ne tin captivi intr-o bucld de interese nationale si pretexte reinventate,
afectdndu-i nu doar pe romani, dar si pe proprii cetdteni si pe companiile lor? Oamenii tarii mele
vor sd stie de ce, dupd toate sacrificiile mari, multe, dureroase, nu au dreptul sd fie in Schengen, de
care beneficiazd chiar si state non-membre UE.

Acestea nu sunt vremuri de alienat prieteni. Valul eurosceptic din UE creste inclusiv din cauza
unor astfel de greseli. Incetati cu discriminarea Romaniei! Nu ne mai tineti in anticamerd! E dreptul
nostru castigat cu greu, iar Europa, vd asigur, va avea doar beneficii.

3-245-0000
Eugen Tomac (PPE). - Domnule presedinte, domnule comisar, domnule ministru, pun aceastd
intrebare: cui ii serveste mentinerea in afara frontierelor Uniunii Europene, a Romaniei si
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Bulgariei? Serveste oare asta Comisiei Europene? Este in interesul Parlamentului European? Este in
interesul cetdtenilor Uniunii Europene?

Cred cd se greseste fundamental atunci cand, din ratiuni politice marunte, doud natiuni sunt tinute
in mod nejustificat, incorect, la portile Uniunii Europene. Suntem cetateni europeni §i am
confirmat acest lucru. Peste un milion de cetdteni ai Ucrainei au trecut prin frontierele Romaniei in
aceastd invazie absurdd declansatd de Putin. Peste patru mii de copii fard parinti au fost primiti de
politistii romani in punctele de frontierd ale Uniunii Europene.

Avem dreptul sd fim tratati in mod corect! $i fac incd o datd acest apel, incheind cu expresia: cui ii
serveste mentinerea Bulgariei si Romaniei in afara frontierelor Uniunii Europene?

3-246-0000
UBo Xpucros (S&D). — I-u Ilpencenaren, npe3 1oHM Bbiarapus cHe BETOTO cu BbpXy aMOuumuTe Ha
Cxomme na ce npucbenmuy KM Cpro3a. CTOpUXMe TO BBIIPEKM OTKPUTUTE BBIIPOCH, 3a J1a HE CITbBaMe
pasLIMpSBaHETO.

ITpes nocnenrure Mecety Hag 100 000 ykpanHcky OexXaHIM HaMepyxa HOKPUB 1 IpexpaHa B buirapus,
C KOETO I0eXMe CBOETO OpeMe OT BOiHATa. MeXIyBpeMeHHO CTOTULIM XMIIsiIy Obirapu, KOUTo paboTsIT B
ctpanute or LlleHreH M HONPMHACAT C TPyHa CM 3a TSAXHOTO ONAarochCTOSIHME, BCE OLIE MOIIeXaT Ha
TPaHMYEH KOHTPOIL

KpI/ITepI/II/ITC Ca UBITBIIHEHN. BpeMe € EBpOl’[GﬁCKI/IHT CbIO3 1A CIIa3n coOCTBEHUTE CU [IpaBuiia 1 fa rpueme
bbr apusia u PYM'bHI/IH B [lleHreH. BpCMC € l1a HaipaCHEM MKOHOMMYECKNS €rOM3bM Ha HAKOM YJIEHOBE Ha
CbBera, KOJTO ObPXKU TPU ObP2KAaBU YIIEHKM Ha IIpara Ha 30HaTa o[, d)aJ'IHII/[BI/I MpENIO3N.

B Te3u MHOrO TpyoHM Meceun 3a EBpOl'[CIZCKI/[H Cbl03 pa3MIMPABAHETO Ha [leHreH e emHa OT MajKOTO
BBb3MOXKHOCTM [a HOKaxkeM, ue OuHammkata Ha Cbploza He e n3uepraHa. Ye COJIIMAApHOCT, 061110
[IPOCTPAHCTBO U TOBEPUE MEXKIY ITAPTHbOPUTE HE Ca IIPa3HU TyMU.

3-247-0000
Tomas Zdechovsky (PPE). — Pane piedsedajici, viZeny pane komisafi, vdZeny pane ministfe,
chci se vas na zacatku zeptat, jestli si v demokracii miZzeme vybirat pravidla pouze tehdy, pokud
se nam to hodi. Pokud ne, tak tahle debata je zbytecnd, protoze my uZ jsme Bulharsku a
Rumunsku v roce 2018 jako Evropsky parlament jednoznacéné fekli, Ze patif do schengenského
prostoru. Evropskd komise to tady znovu zopakovala, Ze spliiuji vSechna kritéria. Tak pro¢ jim
zavirame dvefe? Pro¢ zavirime dvefe také Chorvatsku, které splituje vSechna kritéria? Protoze se
to nékterym statim hodi? Protoze nékteré stity maji demokracii jako supermarket, kde si
vyzobavaji ty véci, které jsou pro né podstatné, a jiné, které jsou nepodstatné, se snazi zdrzovat? Ja
si myslim, Ze je potieba v prosinci na summitu, ktery bude pod ceskym predsednictvim, Fici
jednoznaéné ne. A fict ano, pfijmeme Rumunsko, Bulharsko i Chorvatsko do schengenského
prostoru.

3-248-0000
Tudor Ciuhodaru (S&D). - Domnule presedinte, acum este momentul deciziei finale. Vreau ca
romanii sd nu mai fie considerati cetdteni europeni de mana a doua. Si pentru asta Romania
trebuie sa intre cat mai rapid in Schengen. Onoratd Comisie, onorat Consiliu, v-am spus de
nenumdrate ori in plenul acestui Parlament, mai spun si astiz,i cd indeplinim demult toate
conditiile de aderare.

Este incorect ca unii sd fie mai egali ca altii si acest lucru trebuie sd inceteze. Vreau, de fapt,
drepturi egale pentru romani, aceleasi drepturi ca cele pentru olandezi, germani si francezi. Orice
amanare de acum nu mai este justificatd. Sper sa sustineti toti demersul meu.
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3-249-0000
Suncana Glavak (PPE). — Postovani predsjedavajuéi, povjerenice, hvala vam na strpljenju danas,
kolegice i kolege. Kao jedno od najvecih postignuca Europske unije, Schengen utjelovljuje nacelo
slobode kretanja, s vise od 400 milijuna ljudi, i predstavlja onu najopipljiviju prednost ¢lanstva u
Europskoj uniji.

U vremenima kada je europski projekt integracija nagrizen uslijed kriza s kojima se suo¢avamo, a
pogotovo sukoba u Ukrajini, moramo dati jasnu politicku potporu drzavama ¢lanicama, kroz
primanje u schengenski prostor. Trebalo bi poduzeti mjere kako bi i Rumunjska i Bugarska, koje
su ispunile sve tehnicke uvjete 2011., mogle imati koristi od svog statusa. Vjerujem da ¢e moja
zemlja Hrvatska 1. sije¢nja iduce godine, u desetoj godini ¢lanstva u Europskoj uniji, istodobno
udi u schengenski prostor i europodrudje: dvije najuze integracije u sredistu Europske unije.

Vanjske granice Europske unije moraju biti snazno zasti¢ene zbog brojnih izazova s kojima smo
suoCeni i na taj nacin moramo oblikovati zajednicku sigurnosnu politiku, a onima koji ne znaju
niSta 0 mojoj zemlji i nazivaju je razli¢itim kvalifikacijama, porucujem: nemojte se sluZiti fake
newsom.

3-250-0000

Robert Hajsel (S&D). — Mr President, the Schengen area is undoubtedly one of the core pillars
and privileges of the European Union. I fully recognise the need to be extremely careful while
judging the preparedness of the countries to fulfil the criteria, especially when it comes to the
necessity to protect external borders.

Here we have to say that Romania and Bulgaria have since 11 years met all the technical
conditions and passed all the stress tests, even the massive arrival of the Ukrainian refugees. But
they have still not been granted membership of the Schengen area. On the contrary, they have
been held hostage to the political games of some Member States.

Already last year, when voting on the annual report on the functioning of the Schengen area, I
supported the accession of both countries to Schengen and once again I appeal to the Council to
grant the entry to Romania and Bulgaria immediately. The Romanians and Bulgarians deserve the
privilege to use all the benefits that EU membership provides us with, including the genuine free
movement of people without border controls.

3-251-0000
Catch-the-eye procedure

3-252-0000
Lorant Vincze (PPE). — Domnule presedinte, stimati colegi, vorbim deseori de solidaritate
europeand. Unele state sunt extrem de sustindtoare cind este vorba de terte tdri, dar mai reticente
cand trebuie sd isi dea acordul pentru desdvarsirea parcursului european al Romaniei, adicd
aderarea la zona Schengen. Nu este corect. Noi ne-am facut temele, criteriile tehnice de acces sunt
indeplinite de mai bine de zece ani.

in ultimele luni, autorititile romanesti au gestionat peste doud milioane de refugiati ucraineni.
Romania a ardtat solidaritate deplind in contextul razboiului din Ucraina si a demonstrat inci o
datd ci este pregititd s controleze eficient granitele externe ale Uniunii Europene. Intarzierea
aderdrii la zona Schengen costd bani companiilor, transportatorilor si este o pierdere inutild de
timp pentru cetdteni. Plus un cost pentru mediul inconjuritor din cauza miilor de camioane care
stau zeci de ore in trafic.

Mesajul cetdtenilor din Romania si Bulgaria este unul fird echivoc: nu mai acceptim s fim
considerati cetdteni europeni de rangul 2. latd, Comisia Europeand i Parlamentul isi reafirma
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sprijinul ferm pentru aderare, iar Consiliul trebuie sd urmeze aceastd abordare justd, fird intarziere
si fard conditii suplimentare.

3-253-0000

Tomislav Sokol (PPE). — Postovani predsjedavajudi, schengenski prostor jedno je od najvaznijih
postignuca Europske unije. Vazno je, stoga, sacuvati njegov integritet, narocito od sve cescih
nezakonitih migracija i zloupotreba prava na azil od strane ekonomskih migranata koji na njega
nemaju pravo.

Bugarska i Rumunjska obavljaju taj rudarski posao, cuvaju granicu EU. Odavno su zadovoljile sve
uvjete i zato zasluzuju biti dio Schengena. Osim toga, moram se osvrnuti na ponovljene laZi
izre¢ene u ovoj dvorani na racun Hrvatske. Visegodisnji napori koje je hrvatska vlada provodila
rezultirali su ispunjenjem tehnickih kriterija za ulazak u schengenski prostor 2019. Time je
potvrdeno da Hrvatska na najbolji mogudi nacin $titi najdulju vanjsku granicu EU od ilegalnih
migracija, sukladno europskom i medunarodnom pravu. Oni koji tvrde suprotno, uporno
obmanjuju javnost zbog vlastitih sitnih politikantskih interesa.

Ulazak Hrvatske u Schengen u interesu je cijele Europske unije i to se ovdje jo$ jednom mora
istaknuti.

3-254-0000
Iuliu Winkler (PPE). - Domnule presedinte, stimati colegi, voi repeta un adevdr pe care l-ati auzit
in dezbaterea de astdzi de cel putin 100 de ori: de 11 ani, Romania indeplineste toate cerintele
tehnice pentru aderarea la spatiul european de liberd circulatie. Doar din ratiuni politicianiste,
accesul nostru in spatiul Schengen a fost blocat. Asteptdm si fim tratati in mod egal cu ceilalti
cetdteni europeni si sa circuldm liber.

Mediul de afaceri, de asemeni, asteaptd ca Uniunea Europeand sd isi respecte angajamentele
politice si sa ridice povara administrativa si financiard generatd de faptul cd am fost ldsati in afara
spatiului Schengen. La toate nivelurile de reprezentare, partidul meu, formatiunea mea politica,
Uniunea Democratd Maghiard din Romania, militeazd si lucreazd pentru aderarea Romaniei la
spatiul Schengen. Sper cd vom avea in decembrie o decizie pozitivi a statelor membre in privinta
aderdrii noastre.

3-255-0000
(Briva mikrofona uzstasands beigas.)

3-256-0000
Margaritis Schinas, Vice-President of the Commission. — Mr President, thank you all for this
converging and cross-party support. What I take out of this debate are three very simple messages
that you would allow me to share.

Message number one is that the Schengen area is only possible because we have agreed to share
responsibility, and to share responsibility means to be able to share sovereignty. There is no first
class sovereignty and second class sovereignty. We are all responsible collectively for having
decided to share our sovereignty together in managing our borders.

Message number two is that Schengen does not belong to politicians, to ministers, to prime
ministers, to the Commissioner, or to my humble self. Schengen belongs to Europeans, to all
Europeans.

[ take this opportunity to publicly salute Sophia in ‘t Veld for finding the right words to remind
her prime minister, the Dutch Prime Minister, that he is not the owner — as nobody else is the
owner — of Schengen freedoms.
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Message number three is that Schengen is a fundamental project that we will constantly always
adapt and bring forward. But there is no going back for Schengen. Schengen will go deeper,
Schengen will grow larger and will include Bulgaria and Romania.

3-257-0000
Mikulds Bek, President-in-Office of the Council. — Mr President, Vice-President of the Commission,
honourable Members, thank you for this timely debate. I have well noted all views expressed here.
[ will be very brief now and simply reiterate what I said at the beginning.

Achieving progress to enable Bulgaria and Romania to be fully part of the Schengen area is among
the priorities of the Czech Presidency. The Presidency believes that there is a historical momentum
to achieve a breakthrough in the completion of the Schengen enlargement process.

Allow me just one empirical observation on the popular topic of unanimity, which has been
mentioned in this debate. It has been suggested that, had the Schengen enlargement been subject
to the qualified majority voting, the problem would not be there. Well, recalling the number and
voting power of those Member States who have been opposing it at particular stages of the debate
over the past 11 years, | am not entirely sure about it.

But as I said, the Presidency is committed to an open and constructive discussion with all
stakeholders in order to advance as much as possible to that substantive and hopefully decisive
discussion at the December Council.

With regard to Croatia, the Presidency considers that Croatia fulfils the criteria for the lifting of
controls at internal borders. In this regard, the Council sent its draft decision to the European
Parliament last June. We trust that the Council will receive the opinion of the Parliament in due
course. Thank you for your attention.

3-258-0000
President. — The debate is closed. The vote will take place during the next part-session.

Written statements (Rule 171)

3-259-0000
Karol Karski (ECR), na pismie. — Zdecydowanie wspieram starania Bulgarii, Rumunii i Chorwacji
o pene czlonkostwo w strefie Schengen. Procedura formalnej oceny gotowosci Bulgarii, Rumunii
i Chorwacji do wejscia do strefy Schengen zakonczyta si¢ z pozytywnym wynikiem, wigc proces
ten powinien by¢ najszybciej jak to mozliwe sfinalizowany.

Juz w ubieglym roku Rada stwierdzila, ze Chorwacja spelnita wszystkie wymagania, aby stac si¢
czlonkiem Schengen, jednak kraj ten wcigz czeka na zakonczenie tego procesu. Bulgaria i
Rumunia wstapity do Unii Europejskiej w 2007 r., Chorwacja w 2013 r. Przez te wszystkie lata
kraje te wypelnily zobowigzania, aby umozliwi¢ swoim obywatelom korzystanie z
przystugujacych im praw wynikajacych z pelnoprawnego czlonkostwa w strefie Schengen.

Kraje te, w wyniku podjetych przez siebie staran, dysponuja obecnie nowoczesnymi
rozwigzaniami i technologig, ktére przyczyniajg si¢ do odpowiedniego wdrazania przepiséw
Schengen. Mozemy by¢ tez pewni co do podejmowanych przez te kraje Srodkow bezpieczenstwa,
dzigki skutecznemu zarzadzaniu przez nie przeptywami migracyjnymi, i dziatan na rzecz walki z
przestgpczoscig. Sg to wazne przestanki, ktore pozwalaja na bezpieczne zniesienie kontroli
granicznych przez te kraje. Znacznie ulatwiloby to podrézowanie i rozwingloby wspotprace
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transgraniczng. Nic nie usprawiedliwia niezrozumialej opieszalosci w przyjeciu tych krajow do
strefy Schengen. W mojej opinii juz dawno te kraje powinny byly si¢ w niej znalez¢.

3-260-0000

Marian-Jean Marinescu (PPE), in scris. - Romania trebuie sd intre in Schengen la 1 ianuarie 2023,
impreund cu Croatia si Bulgaria. Cer Consiliului pentru Justitie si Afaceri Interne ca la reuniunea
din 9 decembrie sd ia decizia de admitere a Romaniei in Schengen.

Granita externd a UE din Romania este una dintre cele mai sigure, iar din punct de vedere tehnic
suntem pusi la punct de multd vreme.

Nu existd niciun motiv pentru ca Romania si Bulgaria, tdri membre UE din 2007, si intre in
Schengen dupd Croatia, devenitd membra 6 ani mai tarziu.

UE este un spatiu al bundstarii, iar circulatia liberd a marfurilor si persoanelor este un element
esential in construirea si mentinerea acestei bundstdri. Or, situarea in afara Schengen a adus
prejudicii majore mediului de afaceri, nu doar din Romania, din toate statele care fac afaceri in
Romania, inclusiv Olanda, tara care s-a opus pand acum intrdrii in Schengen a tarii mele, dar care,
pe de alta parte, este in topul investitorilor strdini din Romania.

1 januarie 2023 trebuie sd rdimana in istorie ca data la care Romania, aldturi de Bulgaria si Croatia,
au aderat la zona Schengen.

3-260-5000
Dan-Stefan Motreanu (PPE), in scris. — Dupid cum bine stim cu totii, Romania indeplineste
criteriile tehnice de aderare la Spatiul Schengen de 11 ani si si-a demonstrat, in mod suplimentar,
capacitatea de a proteja frontierele UE, prin modul in care a gestionat situatia refugiatilor
ucraineni. Este de neacceptat ca cetdtenii romani, printre cei mai proeuropeni, sd astepte in
continuare la cozi interminabile la controalele frontierelor terestre si aeriene, la fel cum este de
neacceptat ca firmele romanesti sd piardd miliarde de euro anual din cauza unor bariere
birocratice inutile pe piata unicd europeana.

Salut sprijinul exprimat astdzi din partea tuturor partidelor politice din Parlamentul European
pentru aderarea Romaniei la Spatiul Schengen, precum si sprijinul Comisiei Europene, si solicit pe
aceastd cale minoritdtii din Consiliu care s-a opus aderarii Romaniei de-a lungul anilor sd dea
dovadd de discerndmant si sd se aliture majoritdtii covarsitoare la votul care va avea loc in
reunirea Consiliului de Justitie si Afaceri Interne din luna decembrie.

3-260-7500
Gheorghe-Vlad Nistor (PPE), in scris. — Chestiunea Schengen reprezintd, pentru Romania si
Bulgaria, nu doar un deziderat, parte a integrarii continue in UE, insd si o obligatie statutard pe
care celelalte state membre au datoria de a o pune in aplicare. De 11 ani Romania indeplineste
toate criteriile tehnice pentru aderare, insd, aldturi de Bulgaria, este captiva obsesiei, marotei as
spune, unor state europene (din fericire, din ce in ce mai putine), cu privire la magnitudinea
coruptiei din cele douad tari.

Nimeni nu contestd acea realitate, dar a fost cazul cu ani in urma; in prezent, institutiile anti-
coruptie din Romania sunt printre cele mai functionale si unanim ldudate din Europa. Ca membri
egali ai Uniunii Europene, cu obligatii si beneficii, nu putem accepta santajul sau abuzul din partea
unor colegi ce se cred mai indreptititi in casa noastrd comund. In aceste momente dificile pentru
continent, Romania isi indeplineste cu sarguintd si cu bund-credinta toate obligatiile, si chiar mai
mult. Dacd vom fi blocati, si pe mai departe, de la drepturile noastre, se va pune in discutie
viabilitatea proiectului European si se vor deschide, si mai larg, portile populismului anti-UE, in
special in doud state eminamente proeuropene si pro-euro-atlantice.
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3-261-0000
Emun Panes (PPE), 6 nucmena gopma. — Kpaitro Bpeme e Bbirapust ia nosyun mpaBoTo jia ce Bb3Ion3sa
OT ITBJIHOTO IpWUIIAraHe Ha pasnopendure Ha JOCTICKEHMATAa HA MpaBoTo OT LlleHreH, B TOBa UNCIIO
IpeMaxBaHeTo Ha IIPOBEPKUTE 110 BBTPEIIHNTE TpaHuIN. ENyHaneceT roqMHyM N0-KbCHO HUE BCE OLIE CMe
TpeTMpaHy KaTo [IbpXapa - BTOpa PbKa, N0 OTHOIIEHME HAa KOSTO Ce NMPMIIAraT MOpPEIHUTE [IBOVIHM
cranpapti. Bpeme e ToBa ma npukmoun! Bpeme e CoeersT Ha EC ma B3eme pelieHne, KOETO He € M3LAIIO0
MOJIUTMYECKO, a OCHOBAHO HA VBITBIIHEHMETO Ha OOCKTMBHYM Kputepuu. PelueHue, KOeTo He MOCTaBst
eBpOIIeliCKaTa MHTErpauys B 3albHEHa YIIMIIa, a HAPOTYUB - 1aBa Ji HOBO HAYaro.

Ioitne Bpemeto EBpona f1a cripe f1a ce Kpue 3a7 OOpOKpaTUUHY XBaTKY, KaTO M3ThKBA IIPUUMHM, KOUTO He
ca IIPSKO CBbP3aHM C YIIPAaBIIEHMETO Ha TPAHMINTE, @ 1A U3ITBIIHY CBOMTE aHraxXumMeHTn. [lo3sonere mu B
Ta3u BPb3Ka [1a PUIIOMHS, Y€ TeXHMUECKaTa TOTOBHOCT 3a OIa3BaHETO Ha BHHIUHMTE IPAHMIM OT CTPaHa
Ha Bbirapms Oe MHOTOKpaTHO MOTBBpHEHAa OT pasnuuuu MHCTMTYIMyM Ha HuBO EC - Kowmmcus,
[lapriamMeHT, HOpM M OTHENHM IbpxKaBu wieHKM. KpaitHo BpeMe e obaue Bcumuky ja pasbepar, ue
pasumpsiareTo Ha IlleHreHCKOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO He € MPOCTO Kalpy3 Ha HSKOM AbpKaBy, TO 6u 6o
noGena 3a uenvst EC 1 e HampaBy BbHIIHUTE HY TPAHMLIM TIO-CUITHY Y TIO-YCTONYMBY Ha KPU3H, KAKBUTO
B [IOCTIEAHO BPEMe He JIMIICBAT!

3-261-5000
Mihai Tudose (S&D), in scris. — Parlamentul European a adoptat numeroase cereri ca Romania si
Bulgaria sa devind membre cu drepturi depline ale zonei de libera circulatie. Cele mai recente
rezolutii pe aceastd temd au fost votate in decembrie 2018, iunie 2020 si iulie 2021. Aceasta
dezbatere si rezolutia pe care o vom vota in sesiunea urmdtoare sunt utile cu atdt mai mult cu cat
evidentiazd lipsa de temei a pozitiei Consiliului UE.

Atat Comisia Europeand, cat si Parlamentul European considerd ci, incd din 2011, Romania
indeplineste criteriile de aderare la Schengen. Mai mult, in actualul context geopolitic, tara mea
este garantul unei frontiere de maxima importanta si calea de acces in UE a exporturilor de cereale
ale Ucrainei. Cu toate acestea, cetdtenii si companiile din Romania suferd o discriminare
umilitoare si costisitoare, dar si rusinoasad tocmai pentru cei care pretind cd o impun in numele —
catd ipocrizie! — unor pretinse valori europene.

Noi, romanii, ne-am indeplinit obligatiile prevazute in acquis-ul Schengen. De aceea, cer
Consiliului UE ca, la reuniunea din decembrie, sd ia decizia corectd, in conformitate cu valorile ce
stau la baza constructiei europene: Romania, membri a Spatiului Schengen! In caz contrar, mai
tarziu s-ar putea sd fie prea tarziu...

9. Outcome of the Commission’s review of the 15-point action
plan on trade and sustainable development (debate)

3-263-0000
Sédes vaditajs. - Nakamais darba kartibas punkts ir debates par jautajumu, uz kuru jaatbild
mutiski un kuru uzdeva Bernd Lange Starptautiskas tirdzniecibas komitejas varda Komisijai, par
Komisijas istenotas 15 punktu tirdzniecibas un ilgtspéjigas attistibas ricibas plana parskatisanas
rezultatiem (0-000029/0022 - B9-0021/2022) (2022/2692(RSP)).

3-264-0000
Bernd Lange, Verfasser. — Herr Prasident, Herr Vizeprasident der Kommission, liebe Kolleginnen
und Kollegen! Ich glaube, es ist inzwischen jedem klar, dass Handelspolitik in sich kein
Selbstzweck ist. Handel ist kein end in itself. Handelspolitik hat zur Stirkung der nachhaltigen
Entwicklung beizutragen. Handelspolitik hat dazu beizutragen, dass die Menschen vor Ort einen
Mehrwert durch Handelspolitik haben.
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Klar: Handel stimuliert Wachstum, aber wenn die Regeln nicht stimmen, dann verfehlt dieses
Wachstum das Ziel, und mitunter leiden Menschen. Mitunter leidet die Natur, und auch die Ziele
des Pariser Klimaschutziibereinkommens werden nicht erreicht. Deswegen ist es so wichtig, dass
wir die Handelspolitik in das richtige Korsett setzen, damit wir klarstellen: Handel ist kein
Selbstzweck, Handel hat Nachhaltigkeit zu foérdern. Diese Erkenntnis, liebe Kolleginnen und
Kollegen, ist ja im letzten Jahrzehnt gewachsen.

Wir haben das erste Handelsabkommen mit einem ausgewiesenen Nachhaltigkeitskapitel 2011
abgeschlossen — das Abkommen mit Siidkorea. Seitdem haben wir zwolf weitere Abkommen
abgeschlossen — mit Kanada und vielen anderen Landern —, in denen auch Nachhaltigkeitskapitel
enthalten sind, mit Stirken und eben auch Schwichen. Wir haben in diesen Kapiteln vereinbart,
dass internationale Normen zu akzeptieren sind— die Umweltstandards der UN, die ILO-
Kernarbeitsnormen—, dass es kein Unterlaufen von diesen Normen  aus
Wettbewerbsvorteilsgriinden geben darf. Wir haben festgelegt, dass es Promotion von besonderen
Handel wie fairem Handel gibt. Wir haben festgelegt, dass es eine Beteiligung der Zivilgesellschaft
gibt, und auch, dass es einen Schlichtungsmechanismus gibt. Aber, liebe Kolleginnen und
Kollegen, wir haben gesehen, dass diese Zielsetzungen dieser Finf nicht immer auch wirklich
umgesetzt worden sind.

Noch einmal zu Siidkorea: Siidkorea hat massiv Arbeitnehmerrechte verletzt. Auch wahrend der
Wirksamkeit des Abkommens sind Gesetzgebungen beschlossen worden, die dem Abkommen
widersprechen. Wir haben einen Streitschlichtungsmechanismus genutzt, der sechs Jahre gedauert
hat, 2019 dann in einem Verfahren, in dem dann dieses Gremium, dieses Panel of Experts, zu
entscheiden hat, das dann auch 2021 entschieden hat, aber bisher ist nichts passiert.

Also da gibt es so eine Schwiche. Es gibt noch ein paar andere Punkte. Deswegen begriiffen wir
sehr, dass die Kommission am 22. Juni endlich einen neuen Ansatz zur Verbesserung und zur
Vermeidung dieser Schwichen auf den Weg gebracht hat. Das Parlament hat iibrigens lange dafiir
gekdmpft und gestritten. Ich selbst habe 2017 mal ein model chapter fiir einen anderen Ansatz in
dem Nachhaltigkeitskapitel vorgelegt. Also jetzt sind wir auf dem richtigen Weg mit einer
verniinftigen Herangehensweise an die Implementierung von Nachhaltigkeitszielen tiber eine
Roadmap mit klaren Zwischenzielen. Wir stirken das Monitoring der Nachhaltigkeitsziele und
von deren Umsetzung gerade durch die Stiarkung der Zivilgesellschaft durch die domestic advisory
groups, die jetzt auch Moglichkeiten haben, in das Verfahren einzugreifen und Klagen loszutreten.
Und wir haben in der Tat Durchsetzungsmechanismen eingebaut, sodass letztendlich ein
Fehlverhalten auch sanktioniert werden kann.

Allerdings sind noch ein paar Fragen offen. Wir haben kein model chapter bekommen, sondern nur
die Prinzipien. Im Moment ist, glaube ich, das model chapter das Abkommen mit Neuseeland, wo
wir in der Tat die Prinzipien das erste Mal vereinbart haben. Aber was passiert mit den alten
Abkommen, mit den zwdlf, die ich genannt habe, und den ganz alten? Klar ist, dass neue
Abkommen, die hier auf den Tisch des Hauses kommen, diesen Anspriichen zu geniigen haben.
Kann man nicht einige Elemente schon jetzt umsetzen, die domestic advisory groups stirken? Und
wie sieht es eigentlich aus mit den Prinzipien fiir alle Linder, weil von case zu case kann man
vielleicht in bestimmten Bereichen diskutieren, aber das Grundprinzip muss das gleiche sein. Und
wir brauchen auch Nachhaltigkeit iiber den origindren Bereich hinaus, gerade wenn es um
Rohstoffe geht.

Handelspolitik ohne Nachhaltigkeit ist wie ein Auto ohne ein Lenkrad, und das kann ganz
gefdhrlich in eine falsche Richtung gehen. Deswegen brauchen wir klare und strenge
Nachhaltigkeitsziele.
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3-265-0000
Margaritis Schinas, Vice-President of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, the
Commission promised that trade policy would play a greater role in supporting our sustainability
agenda, and we delivered on that promise in June by adopting our new approach to enhance the
contribution of EU trade agreements to trade sustainable development (TSD).

We gave this approach a big boost three years ago, when we published the 15-point TSD review
action plan. But we need to do more. The Commission believes the outcome strikes the right
balance between our sustainability ambitions and the new geopolitical reality between supporting
economic growth and promoting values.

I would like to commend the European Parliament and Bernd Lange, author of the report, for their
strong contribution and support. I would also like to take the opportunity here, also on behalf of
my colleague Valdis Dombrovskis, to address the questions that you cover in your resolution.

The biggest focus of the review is on implementation and enforcement. While our approach
should remain centred on cooperation and engagement, there may be circumstances where
sanctions are warranted as the last resort for serious violation of core labour standards and
material breaches of the Paris Agreement. Concerning the methodology to determine the
appropriate sanctions, the Commission intends to apply the same approach to TSD as to other
breaches of FTA obligations.

The outcome of the TSD review will be reflected in future negotiations and in ongoing
negotiations as appropriate. We already delivered in our agreement with New Zealand, concluded
in June, including on sanctions.

As regards your interest in a draft modal chapter, the Commission believes that we should not
necessarily follow one single template. This does not mean that we will lower our level of
ambition, but that we will take account and prioritize specific needs with specific partners.

Implementation roadmaps will also play a key role. We can agree on roadmaps tailored to the
needs of our partner countries, with clear timelines and milestones. We also want to increase
coordination at EU level. We need to overcome silos when it comes to implementation. We are in
all this together — all Commission services, EU institutions and Member States.

The Commission welcomes, in particular, the active role of this House in implementing the new
TSD approach. The process of negotiation and of implementation of the trade agreements will
also allow for the contribution of civil society. The majority of the actions can be deployed right
away, including in our existing agreements. These would include identifying country-specific
sustainability priorities and strengthening EU domestic advisory groups (DAGs).

Beyond TSD chapters, it is important to mainstream sustainability in every section of trade deals.
For example, we need to look at opening new markets for the import and export of green goods
and services, raw materials and the avoidance of trade barriers. We should also identify
sustainability priorities, even before negotiations begin, including through our sustainability
impact assessments.

[ would also like to mention the concerns you raised regarding possible violations of human and
environmental rights in relation to access to raw materials. The Commission believes that access
to raw materials and energy can be done in a way that respects human rights, labour rights and the
protection of the environment, but also benefits local communities in third countries, to ensure
that we have specific commitments in our FTAs on the respect of multilateral labour and
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environmental standards, but also dispute settlement mechanisms which will address and include
sanctions in a satisfactory way.

3-266-0000
Iuliu Winkler, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Mr President, dear colleagues, distinguished
Commissioner, I welcome the Commission’s review of the 15-point TSD action plan in this new
global geo-economic context, and in this EU trade policy is more important than ever.
International trade is an engine for growth, for jobs, and the promoter for sustainability. Rooted in
international commitments, the EU TSD chapters seck to keep borders open for trade, while
pushing for high sustainability standards in third countries. Most important for us in the EPP
Group, the TSD review maintains the strategic balance between the future negotiability of EU
FTAs and the ambition of TSD clauses.

Ambitious agreements are very important. Their efficient implementation is even more
important. The INTA Committee of this House will play its part in monitoring the
implementation of EU FTAs and the uptake of TSD commitments.

The European Parliament pushed for strengthening the EU’s trade policy. As we have now
comprehensively boosted our trade toolbox, the EPP Group considers it is high time that we start
ratifying new free trade agreements.

3-267-0000
Inma Rodriguez-Pifiero, en nombre del Grupo S&ED. — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario, quiero,
en primer lugar, felicitar al presidente Lange y demds compaiieros de mi Grupo por el liderazgo
ejercido en el desarrollo de este instrumento y agradecer al resto de los grupos el consenso
alcanzado en esta Resolucion. El consenso, que siempre merece destacarse, especialmente en estos
tiempos tan convulsos, es mds importante que nunca.

Pocos instrumentos pueden representar mejor los principios y valores de la politica comercial de
la Unién Europea que esta revision de 15 puntos del Plan de Accién sobre Comercio y Desarrollo
Sostenible.

La Comision ha hecho un trabajo notable y asi lo hemos reconocido. Pero queremos mas.
Queremos que este Plan se materialice efectivamente. Para que se cumplan nuestras prioridades y
aspiraciones y, sobre todo, para que el acceso a nuestro potente mercado sea ttil, para conseguir
un desarrollo mds justo y sostenible, particularmente en los paises menos desarrollados. De ahi la
importancia de las hojas de ruta especificas para cada pais.

Por ello, queremos una implementacion y un cumplimiento mds estrictos que garanticen la
eficacia de la estrategia y, en consecuencia, abogamos por una mayor participacién y capacidad de
denuncia de la sociedad civil y de los grupos de asesoramiento, asi como un mayor control
parlamentario, sobre todo en lo que se refiere al modo en que evolucionan los acuerdos
comerciales y en relacion con la aplicacion de las clausulas de desarrollo sostenible.

El incumplimiento de estas clausulas debe ser sancionado, como mi Grupo ha venido defendiendo
durante mucho tiempo. Pero las buenas practicas y el cumplimiento también deben ser
reconocidos. Todo ello ayudard a que nuestra accién contra el cambio climatico y la pérdida de
biodiversidad, contra la deforestacion, en favor de la diligencia debida y de garantizar un trabajo
decente y para avanzar en la economia circular y la transicion energética sea mas eficaz.

Por dltimo, y muy importante para mi Grupo y para mi, significativamente: esta estrategia ha de
servir, sefior comisario, y servird, para que la perspectiva de género, finalmente, esté integramente
presente en los acuerdos y redunde en una mayor igualdad entre hombres y mujeres.
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3-268-0000
Marie-Pierre Vedrenne, au nom du groupe Renew. — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le
Commissaire, chers collegues, enfin, 'Union Européenne va, avec la réforme des chapitres
développement durable, utiliser le potentiel des accords de commerce. Trois ans au moins que le
Parlement européen n’a de cesse de défendre cette réforme, un pas essentiel pour un commerce
plus juste, équitable, basé sur des regles, mais surtout sur I'engagement réciproque.

Ce ne sont pas ni des principes en l'air, ni une jolie formule. Avec cette réforme, une violation de
l'accord de Paris ou de nos standards sociaux pourra étre sanctionnée. Cest une avancée pour
fagonner de nouveaux accords, mais surtout promouvoir des changements profonds. Mais nous
avons beaucoup entendu et nous continuons d’entendre que des sanctions auraient mis a mal la
capacité de 'Union européenne a conclure de nouveaux accords. Je crois au contraire que cela
donne du poids a un commerce fondé sur des regles. Et je crois au contraire, par ailleurs, que cette
réforme correspond a un enjeu de crédibilité pour nous et en dehors de 'Union européenne.

Ainsi, 'accord avec la Nouvelle-Zélande constitue un début puisqu’il inclurait ces chapitres, ce
nouveau modele. Mais il est a présent nécessaire que cette partie sur les chapitres développement
durable devienne une référence. Quant aux accords existants ou ceux conclus, il faut engager des
discussions avec nos partenaires pour les moderniser. Monsieur le Commissaire, cette réforme,
nous la saluons tous. Mais nous le savons, c’est dans la mise en ceuvre que nous serons au rendez-
vous.

3-269-0000
Saskia Bricmont, au nom du groupe Verts/ ALE. — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire,
la révision des chapitres consacrés au développement durable dans les traités commerciaux
représente une avancée considérable, il faut le reconnaitre, vers un commerce international plus
durable, qui implique davantage la société civile et le Parlement et fait état de mécanismes de mise
en ceuvre et de suivi ainsi que de sanctions en cas de non-respect des dispositions qui y sont
énoncées.

Mais, il y a quand méme des «mais». Avec tout le respect que je vous dois, Monsieur le
Commissaire, j'espere que ce Parlement n’a pas a douter du sérieux avec lequel la Commission et la
DG TRADE considerent cette question. En effet, je m’attendais a un échange avec le commissaire
au commerce car, si le plan d’action en quinze points est, je le répete, une avancée, des problemes
demeurent, et vos réponses aux questions adressées par notre président, M. Lange, sont a mon
sens loin d’étre satisfaisantes, notamment dans le cadre de l'application des implementation
roadmaps — les feuilles de route de mise en ceuvre. J'aimerais comprendre comment la Commission
compte aller jusqu’au bout de la logique si jamais un partenaire commercial, par exemple, ne
respecte pas ses engagements. Quelles seront les sanctions mises en ceuvre? Quel sera le
mécanisme appliqué? Est-ce que 'on passera par un mécanisme de réglement des différends?

Une autre dimension que l'on a pointée pendant les différents échanges, c’est la question des droits
de 'homme, qui ne fait pas partie des chapitres consacrés au développement durable. Il s’agit 1a, a
notre sens, d'un manque fondamental, puisque l'on sait que, dans le cadre commercial, de
nombreuses violations des droits de 'homme ont, malheureusement, encore lieu. La médiatrice a
récemment soulevé ce probleme, et elle propose de mettre en place un mécanisme a part entiere et
paralléle, qui serait également ouvert aux parties prenantes de nos partenaires commerciaux. La
aussi, j'ai une demande trés concrete a I'égard de la Commission: comment la Commission
compte-t-elle donner suite a cette proposition de la médiatrice? Je pense que ce serait 1a un
complément réel et substantiel a cette révision des chapitres consacrés au développement durable
au sein de nos accords commerciaux.
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3-270-0000
Maximilian Krah, im Namen der ID-Fraktion. — Herr Prisident, Herr Kommissar, meine Damen
und Herren! Handel ist der wesentliche Schliissel, um in der ganzen Welt Wohlstand und Frieden
zu erreichen. Die Europdische Union ist entstanden aus der Europaischen
Wirtschaftsgemeinschaft, um eben einen groflen Handelsblock zu bilden, und wir sind heute der
grofite Handelsblock der Welt.

Das ist etwas, was zwingend vergemeinschaftet gehort, und es ist eine Erfolgsgeschichte. Die
Fragen, die wir hier heute behandeln, spiegeln aber genau die Zwiespaltigkeit wider, dass wir
einerseits den Handel fordern wollen, andererseits aber anfangen, diesen Handel auch sehr stark
zu politisieren — mit negativen Folgen sowohl fiir den Handel als auch fiir die Handelspartner.

Das beginnt leider bereits mit der allerersten Frage, wo es eben um Sanktionen geht. Das ist eine
erstaunliche Schwerpunktsetzung, und es mag zwar sein, dass es Sanktionen geben muss, aber
wenn dies schon als erste Frage gestellt wird, dann zeigt es, dass sich der Schwerpunkt unserer
Handelspolitik von der Ermoglichung von Handel weg hin zu Regeln zur Durchsetzung
politischer Vorgaben gewandelt hat. Und hier haben wir unsere Probleme.

Denn wie ist es denn? Wir alle wollen Entwicklung, wir wollen nachhaltige Entwicklung und das
weltweit. Aber diese nachhaltige Entwicklung ist doch in beiderseitigem Interesse fir alle
Handelspartner, sodass es in der Regel nicht darauf ankommen wird, sofort mit Sanktionen zu
drohen, sondern dass dies auf Gegenseitigkeit beruht.

Wenn wir anfangen miissen, Sanktionen durchzusetzen, stellt sich doch die Frage, ob die
Vorgaben von nachhaltiger Entwicklung, die wir stellen, wirklich fiir alle so tiberzeugend sind
oder ob hier nicht eine neue Form des Eurozentrismus Raum greift, dass wir unseren in der Regel
armeren und schwicheren Handelspartnern politische Vorgaben aus Europa machen, ohne dass
die diese inhaltlich mittragen, und dass sie dann durch Sanktionen dazu gezwungen werden
miissen.

Insofern meinen wir: Jawohl, wir wollen Handel, wir wollen nachhaltige Entwicklung, aber wir
miissen aufpassen, dass wir nicht {ibers Ziel hinausschiefen und dass wir den Handel
missbrauchen zu einer neuen Form eines Neokolonialismus, der letztlich uns und unseren
Handelspartnern schadet.

3-271-0000
Geert Bourgeois, namens de ECR-Fractie. — Voorzitter, commissaris, geachte collega’s, op regels
gebaseerde handel zorgt voor welvaart, zorgt voor open strategische autonomie met
toeleveringsketens die divers zijn en zorgt ook voor stabiliteit. De jobcijfers in de Europese Unie
zijn indrukwekkend. Uit de studie van de Commissie van 2021 blijkt dat in de EU maar liefst
38 miljoen jobs athangen van onze export. Dat is 11 miljoen euro meer dan tien jaar eerder. Op
dat vlak, commissaris, wil ik mijn teleurstelling uitspreken: er is geen genoegzame vooruitgang
geboekt in deze periode inzake nieuwe handelsverdragen. Ik roep dan ook op om snel nieuwe
handelsverdragen te sluiten.

Ten tweede zijn handelsverdragen, onze handelsverdragen, een hefboom voor mensenrechten,
een hefboom voor menswaardige arbeidsomstandigheden, een hefboom voor duurzaamheid. Op
vlak van duurzaamheid — inderdaad — moeten we er ons voor hoeden om met één aanpak te
werken ten opzichte van onze diverse partnerlanden. We moeten rekening houden met de
uitdagingen van dat partnerland, we moeten rekening houden met de mogelijkheden van dat
partnerland. Bijvoorbeeld met Nieuw-Zeeland leggen we de normen zeer, zeer hoog en snel, maar
niet alle landen beschikken over dezelfde mogelijkheden, beschikken over dezelfde middelen.
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Tot slot: inderdaad, als er problemen zijn, in dialoog gaan, in bemiddeling gaan, maar sancties als
ultieme remedie.

3-272-0000
Helmut Scholz, im Namen der Fraktion The Left. — Herr Prisident, Herr Kommissar! Die Chefin der
WTO, Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, hat uns und auch der EU erst letzte Woche noch einmal ins
Stammbuch geschrieben, dass es unsere vordringliche, aktuellste Aufgabe ist, allen Menschen
Zugang zu Erndhrung und zu Energie zu sichern. Deshalb ist das Erreichen der UN-
Nachhaltigkeitsziele bis 2030 alleroberste Prioritit, auch durch die EU-Auflenhandelspolitik.

Manche in der Kommission haben durchaus verstanden, und ihre Auswertung, was am 15-
Punkte-Plan bisher nicht funktioniert hat, ist durchaus gut. Dennoch mangelt es der Kommission
an der Umsetzung und an Tempo. Beeilen Sie sich, aber laufen Sie nicht in die falsche Richtung -
das wurde heute schon gesagt. Wir miissen jetzt nicht hastig lauter neue Handelsabkommen
abschliefen. Was wir brauchen, sind vielmehr Kooperationsabkommen und gemeinsam
entwickelte Standards und Roadmaps. Denn nicht nur der Krieg in der Ukraine und anderswo,
sondern auch die Klimaerhitzung und die Unterversorgung der Mehrheit der Weltbevolkerung
sind bedriickend reale Bedrohungen der Menschen — tiberall.

Handeln Sie und iiberlassen Sie die Preise fiir Nahrung und Energie nicht linger den gestorten
Mirkten und Lieferketten. Wer heute lediglich Rohstoffzugang und Absatzmairkte fiir
Unternehmen der EU im Auge hat, hat nicht verstanden, wie ernst die Lage in Wirklichkeit ist.
Blicken wir nach Pakistan und Somalia, und lassen Sie sich einmal ausrechnen, wie teuer die
Katastrophen die Welt zu stehen kommen, wenn solche veralteten Handelsabkommen mit dem
Mercosur als Brandbeschleuniger im Amazonasgebiet wirken. Wir miissen Nachhaltigkeit zum
zentralen Benchmarking machen, mit verbindlichen rechtlichen Durchsetzungsinstrumenten.

3-273-0000
Ernd Schaller-Baross (NI). — Tisztelt Elnok Ur! Az Eurépai Unié magas mindséget képvisel§
termékei és szolgdltatdsai miatt népszeri kereskedelmi partner a globélis piacokon. Az
energiavalsdg, a hdborus inflicié és az dltalinos gazdasdgi visszaesés hatdsaira, a nemzetkozi
kornyezet valtozdsaira valé reakcié azonban ennek a cselekvési tervnek elsGsorban az Unid
versenyképességét kellene biztositania, és nem olyan ideoldgiai elképzelések érvényesiilését,
amelyek egyébként is kiviil esnek a kereskedelempolitika hatdlyan.

Magyarorszag elkotelezett a fenntarthatésagi célok, a kornyezetvédelem, emberi jogok fontossaga
mellett. Ugyanakkor tudomadsul kell venni, hogy a nemzetkozi kereskedelempolitika nem arra
valo, és nem is alkalmas arra, hogy egyéb politikai célokat orvosoljon. Minden lehetséges
eszkozzel segiteni kell a kiilpiacokon aktiv magyar és eurdpai vallalatok terjeszkedését.
Magyarorszag és az Eurdpai Unio érdeke a nyitott és szabalyalapt kereskedelem.

3-274-0000
Jorgen Warborn (PPE). — Herr talman! Herr kommissiondr! EU gér nu igenom den virsta krisen i
modern tid: det giller energi, inflation, tillvixt, konkurrenskraft, klimat- och
hallbarhetsutmaningar och Rysslands illegala invasion av Ukraina.

Den multilaterala virldsordningen ar hotad av allt aggressivare maktspel. Den svdra situationen i
omvirlden belyser vikten av den europeiska gemenskapen och grinsoverskridande utmaningar
som kraver gransoverskridande losningar. Nu maste EU sld vakt om frihandel och genom
internationellt samarbete arbeta med EU:s ambitiosa hallbarhetsagenda och bygga motstdndskraft
for att hantera framtida kriser.
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Oppenhet l6nar sig — dven i en orolig vérld. Vi behgver handla med linder fran vérldens alla horn.
EU och Nya Zeeland har nu slutit ett frihandelsavtal, och vi maste trycka pa férhandlingarna med
till exempel Australien, Chile och Mexiko.

Det dr ocksé dags att lyfta upp avtalet mellan EU och Mercosur fran frysboxen och 6ppna upp en
marknad for 6ver 260 miljoner konsumenter — ett avtal som ar vrt att kampa for. Det innehaller
ocksa ett ambitiost kapitel om hallbar utveckling och ett tydligt dtagande om att effektivt
genomfora Parisavtalet.

Hallbarhetskapitel ska fraimja slutforandet av frihandelsavtal, inte skapa fler hinder som forsvarar
redan komplexa férhandlingar. EU ska inte riva upp befintliga frihandelsavtal. Vi ska teckna nya.

3-275-0000
Udo Bullmann (S&D). — Herr Prisident, Herr Kommissar, werte Kolleginnen und Kollegen!
Wenn wir uns heute fragen, wie wir diese Welt besser machen wollen, dann miissen wir erkennen,
wie viel Macht in der Gestaltung der Handelsbeziehungen liegt.

Um diesen Schatz zu bergen, um das auch wirklich in die Realitdt zu bringen — was brauchen wir
dafur? Fair Trade, anstindige Bezahlung, nachhaltige Produkte, die dem Planeten eine Chance
geben zu tiberleben, und gute Arbeitsbedingungen fiir jede Frau und fiir jeden Mann. Das braucht
Mut. Das braucht Mut, verbindliche Regeln — ich sage, verbindliche Regeln — zu verabreden, die
Kraft, diese Regeln auch in die Realitdit umzusetzen. Und das ist mir besonders wichtig, denn
Implementierung ist heute oft angesprochen worden.

Wir brauchen die Solidaritit, den Menschen, die guten Willens sind, unseren Partnerinnen und
Partnern, den ortlichen Produzentinnen und Produzenten die Chance zu geben, das auch zu
machen, ihre Geschicke in die eigene Hand zu nehmen, und das braucht uns vor Ort! Das braucht
nicht nur die abstrakte Regel, sondern unsere Einmischung und unsere Prisenz dort, wo es gilt.

3-276-0000
Karin Karlsbro (Renew). — Herr talman! Herr kommissiondr, kollegor! Nir forra
handelskommissioniren Cecilia Malmstrom sjosatte forhandlingarna om ett frihandelsavtal med
Nya Zeeland var ambitionen hog. Manga kanske tvivlade. Nagra holl emot. Gar det att férhandla
fram ett frihandelsavtal som har bade ldngtgdende handelsliberaliseringar och samtidigt hoga

hallbarhetskrav?

Den hir debatten handlar inte om avtalet med Nya Zeeland, men det ar viktigt att lyfta fram vad
som kan astadkommas. Nu ndr vi har avtalet pa bordet kan vi konstatera att det genomsyras av
Parisavtalets mdl, och att det frimjar handel med klimatsmarta produkter. Det innehaller en
gemensam Overenskommelse om att fa bort subventioner till fossila branslen, och det inkluderar
jamstdlldhet och sociala hansyn.

Vi kan inte ga tillbaka till den tid dd handel bara handlade om volymer. Handelspolitiken ar ett
verktyg for héllbarhet, och utan handel fir vi ingen hallbar utveckling. Slutenhet och
protektionism gor bara virlden fattigare och mindre héllbar. Dérfor dr ocksd den strategi som vi
diskuterar hir sa viktig.

3-277-0000
Sara Matthieu (Verts/ALE). — Voorzitter, collega’s, commissaris, na jarenlange druk van onder
meer de groenen moeten alle handelsakkoorden eindelijk afdwingbare regels bevatten voor sociale
en milieuvoorwaarden. Als ze het Klimaatakkoord van Parijs niet respecteren, of de
arbeidsrechten, dan komen er sancties. Dat zien we nu voor het eerst in de deal met Nieuw-
Zeeland, en dat is goed.
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Maar de vraag is: wil de Commissie voor andere landen wél nog onder die lat? En wil zij wél nog
slechte handelsdeals voor mens en milieu sluiten? Kijk naar India, waar die gesprekken volop
lopen, maar er nog niet eens een duurzaamheidsstudie is gemaakt. Voor Australi¢ is er voorlopig
nog geen sprake van echt sterke bescherming van mens en milieu, met name als we het hebben
over kritische grondstoffen of het klimaat. Mercosur is een ramp voor het regenwoud, voor kleine
boeren, voor de inheemse volkeren, en ook Mexico is bijzonder problematisch.

Die onderhandelingen met Mercosur en Mexico moeten we heropenen om ervoor te zorgen dat er
echt bindende duurzaamheidshoofdstukken komen. Maar het lijkt erop dat de Commissie hier
eerder een shortcut wil en die deals wil gaan splitsen om op die manier het democratisch debat in
de nationale en regionale parlementen buiten spel te zetten.

Mijn boodschap is duidelijk: fix die inhoud, want anders zal dat soort van manoeuvres het verzet
alleen nog maar groter maken. Beste Commissie, wees consequent. Handelsakkoorden kunnen wij
alleen aanvaarden met respect voor mens en milieu, en minder dan dat zullen we niet aanvaarden.

3-278-0000
Roman Haider (ID). — Herr Prisident! Vorweg zwei Punkte zum generellen Wesen von
Handelsabkommen.

Erstens: Handelsabkommen dienen vorrangig dem freien Handel zum gegenseitigen Vorteil.
Handelsabkommen sollen nicht dazu dienen, um einseitig dem Handelspartner die eigene
Weltsicht aufzuzwingen. Diese vollige Uberfrachtung von Handelsabkommen mit ideologischen
Wunschvorstellungen ist eine Sackgasse und treibt die EU immer weiter in die Isolation.

Zweitens: Sanktionen bei Handelsabkommen: Sanktionen gegeniiber Handelspartnern und das
Aussetzen von Handelsabkommen sollen und miissen immer nur die Ultima Ratio, die letzte
Moglichkeit sein, wenn wesentliche Interessen der EU-Mitgliedstaaten bedroht sind. Die geforderte
Sanktionierung bei Nichteinhaltung der Pariser Klimaziele ist daher abzulehnen. Angesichts des
enormen Energiebedarfs aufstrebender Staaten wiirden tiberzogene Anspriiche diese Staaten nur
weiter in die Arme von China treiben, anstatt sie zu verlisslichen Partnern fiir die EU zu machen.

Wir miissen der Tatsache leider ins Auge sehen, dass das Gewicht Europas im Vergleich zu
anderen globalen Akteuren immer weiter abnimmt. Und die EU-Kommission beschleunigt diese
Entwicklung leider auch noch. Deswegen werden zukiinftig Realititssinn und viel
Fingerspitzengefithl notwendig sein, um wirklich auch gute Handelsvertrage abschlieflen zu
konnen. Beides vermisse ich leider im 15-Punkte-Aktionsplan fiir Handel und nachhaltige
Entwicklung der Kommission.

3-279-0000
Beata Kempa (ECR). — Panie Przewodniczacy! W poniedziatek odbyla si¢ bardzo wazna debata
dotyczaca wolnosci wyznania i praktykowania wiary. Potgpiono w niej istotna kwestie
przesladowan, m.in. chrze$cijan, na calym $wiecie. Dlaczego o tym moéwig? Dlatego, ze te
przesladowania zdarzaja si¢ w krajach, ktére s3 waznymi partnerami handlowymi Unii
Europejskiej i z ktérymi Unia Europejska ma wigzace porozumienia handlowe. Pakistan, Egipt,
Chiny, Indie to kraje, gdzie dzi§ wierzacy nie czujg si¢ bezpiecznie. Dlatego czas na nasze
dzialania, czas na powigzanie klauzul chronigcych przesladowanych chrzescijan z umowami
handlowymi podpisywanymi przez Unig¢ Europejska. Jezeli Egipt czy Pakistan nie potrafig spetnié
naszych prostych warunkow dotyczacych ochrony wierzacych i miejsc kultu, to nie powinny
liczy¢ na umowy handlowe z Unig Europejska. Mysle, ze czas zrewidowac te zgnite kompromisy.
Przypadek Rosji, ktorej Unia ufata i ustgpowala przez lata, pokazuje ile w przysztosci moga nas
kosztowac¢ wiasnie takie kompromisy.
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3-280-0000
Emmanuel Maurel (The Left). - Monsieur le Président, en matiére commerciale, nous sommes
instruits par I'expérience. Il y a loin de la parole aux actes et malgré un volontarisme de fagade,
malgré quelques avancées, je pense que la Commission ne répond pas pleinement aux critiques sur
l'inefficacité des clauses sur le commerce et le développement durable.

D’abord, il y a un premier point, c’est que I'impact du commerce mondial, de I'intensification des
échanges sur le climat reste quand méme un impensé dans nos débats. Ceest pres d’'un quart des
émissions de gaz a effet de serre. En fait, l'activisme mercantile l'emporte toujours sur les
considérations sociales et environnementales, ce qui explique 'enthousiasme pour I'accord avec la
Nouvelle-Zélande, alors que cest un pays aux antipodes de I'Europe, I'enthousiasme pour le
Mercosur, alors que ¢a encourage la destruction de la forét amazonienne.

Et moi, ce qui me géne dans le texte de la Commission, c’est que c’est quand méme tres flou sur la
nature et la portée des sanctions en cas de violation des clauses. Ou est le caractére contraignant?
Quels sont les mécanismes? On reste sur notre faim.

Dernier point, attention au double discours. On ne peut pas dire qu'on va défendre les droits
humains, les libertés fondamentales et en méme temps aller faire un accord gazier en Azerbaidjan
au moment ou ils massacrent les Arméniens et passer un pacte avec le Qatar et I'’Arabie Saoudite.
Franchement, 13, il y a une contradiction qui est insupportable, et il faut la régler.

3-281-0000
Eniké Gy®ri (NI). — Tisztelt EInok Ur! A mostani valsdgos id6kben Eurépanak egyértelmden az
az érdeke, hogy 1ij piacokhoz jusson, minél tobb beszallit6ja legyen, azaz minél tobb kereskedelmi
partnerre tegyen szert. Ezaltal tudnank csokkenteni a kiszolgaltatottsagunkat egy harmadik orszag
irdnyaba. Ehhez pedig szabadkereskedelmi megallapoddsok minél szélesebb korére van sziikség.
fgy jutndnak az eurépai cégek tobb lehetséghez, s teremthetnének tobb munkahelyet.

Ehhez képest ez a hdz Gjabb és Gjabb akadalyokat gordit annak elébe, hogy az uniés gazdasag
minél tobb ldbon dlljon. Mert az EP-nek soha semmi nem elég, a mar kitargyalt megallapodasokat
sem vagyunk képesek tet§ ald hozni, mert az EP fokozza elvdrdsait a partnerek felé. A
szankciokkal val6 fenyegetés helyett hatdsosabb a parbeszéd, tobbet ériink el vele, mint a
kioktatdssal. Mindegy, hogy kornyezetvédelemrdl vagy szocidlis és emberi jogokrol van sz6. Fel
kellene ébredni, Eur6pa mar nem a vildg kozepe. Ha tovabbra is hittéritGként 1éptink fel, globalis
sulyunk tovabb csokken, romlik a versenyképességiink.

fgy arra kérem a Bizottsigot, hogy ne hagyja zsarolni magat az EP 4ltal, és hagyjon fel olyan,
ideoldgiaval terhelt jogszabalyok létrehozasaval, mint amilyen a ,due diligence”.

3-282-0000
Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou (PPE). — Mr President, I would say to Vice-President Schinas
that trade deals are about delivering jobs and investment, but they're also about setting rules and
about promoting our values. The global race for a new era of rules and values is well underway.
Recent years have seen our drive for free trade agreements stall, and political division over trade
and sustainable development chapters have been one of the major reasons.

Now, having recently achieved a mutually-agreeable solution on trade and sustainable
development chapters, we can now focus on making up for lost time. We're fortunate because the
timing is very good to make up for lost time. We've survived a pandemic, we are tackling the
energy crisis — or at least we're trying to — and our trade strategy is aimed at future-proofing
ourselves in a multipolar world.
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President von der Leyen set out an ambitious agenda in her State of the Union address, name
checking free trade agreements with Chile, with Mexico, with New Zealand, with Australia and
with India — and I would also mention Indonesia and Mercosur. So as the race to shape the New
World Order gathers pace, free trade agreements will play a key role.

Our partners see the European Union as a beacon of stability, of predictability and opportunity. So
with faith in our values, with like-minded teammates and fair rules, we stand a good chance to
remain a front runner on the global stage.

(The speaker agreed to respond to a blue-card speech)

3-283-0000
Bogdan Rzofica (ECR), wystgpienie zasygnalizowane przez podniesienie niebieskiej kartki. — Bardzo
dzigkuj¢ Pani Przewodniczacej i rowniez Pani Poset za przyjecie pytania. Oczywiscie podobajg mi
si¢ te wszystkie wypowiedzi, ktére méwig o uczciwych umowach handlowych migdzy Unig
Europejska a  poszczegblnymi panstwami czy kontynentami, czy organizacjami
mi¢dzynarodowymi. Wiemy o tym, ze sa umowy handlowe z krajami, w ktérych do pracy
wykorzystywane sg dzieci. Chcialabym pozna¢ Pani zdanie w tej materii. Co Pani o tym mysli?
Czy Pani zna takie kraje, i takie kraje, ktére maja umowy z tymi krajami, gdzie dzieci pracujg po
prostu od wezesnych lat i s3 do tej pracy wykorzystywane?

3-284-0000
Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou (PPE), blue-card reply. — Thank you very much for the question. I
think that our zero-tolerance policy for child labour trumps anything that has to do with trade,
even though trade is about trade and investment and well-being, we have to have red lines. Child
labour is a red line, and I think that's why we've reflected it very well in our mutually acceptable
across political families compromise with respect to trade and sustainable development chapters.

I think that being respectful of the conventions is a way to do this. We may have our
disagreements as to the enforceability and the extent and the clarity of how this is going to be
enforced, but in principle I think that nobody in this House disagrees on this.

3-285-0000
Kathleen Van Brempt (S&D). — Voorzitter, collega’s, ik zie vandaag een brede steun voor de
hervormingen en de voorstellen van de Commissie. Dat lijkt logisch, want het zijn logische
voorstellen. Maar dat is niet zo, want vijf jaar geleden, toen de S&D-Fractie die voorstellen op tafel
legde, was er nog hoongelach. We gaan toch geen sancties invoeren? Blij dat die consensus nu wel
groeit, want dat is gewoon niet meer dan normaal.

Handel is het krachtigste instrument dat we hebben in ons buitenlands beleid en het is toch niet
meer dan evident dat we de inspanningen die we van onszelf vragen, en van onze industrie en
onze mensen vragen — op het vlak van klimaat, maar uiteraard ook mensenrechten,
arbeidsrechten — dat we die ook afdwingen in ons handelsbeleid. Het zou bijzonder hypocriet zijn
als we de toegang tot onze markt blijven verlenen aan landen en handelspartners die niet optreden
tegen kinderarbeid.

Laat me ook heel erg duidelijk zijn: dat gaat uiteraard over de handelsakkoorden waar de
onderhandelingen nu over bezig zijn, over toekomstige handelsakkoorden, maar ook nog over
akkoorden waar de onderhandelingen van bezig zijn en ook diegene waarvan het ratificatieproces
nog moet starten. We hebben dus ook nog wat werk met Mercosur.

3-286-0000
Jordi Caiias (Renew). — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario, sel comercio es un fin en si mismo? El
comercio es un objetivo. Entre otras cosas, porque somos la principal region exportadora del
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mundo y millones de empleos dependen de nuestras exportaciones. Hay que hablar también de
los empleos cuando hablamos de desarrollo sostenible. De los nuestros, del empleo de nuestros
trabajadores, también, que algunos se olvidan. Hablan del comercio como si fuera un concepto
vago y etéreo. No, es una realidad de nuestras empresas. Pero jnosotros solo queremos comerciar?
No, queremos que este comercio contribuye al desarrollo sostenible. En este contexto, damos la
bienvenida a esta revision del plan y a estas 15 medidas.

Pero cuidado, seflorias; para que el desarrollo sea sostenible tiene que ser desarrollo y tiene que ser
sostenible. Pero desarrollo también. Y si queremos socios y aliados que converjan con nosotros en
nuestros objetivos, tenemos no solo que amenazar con sanciones, sino ofrecer cooperacién,
colaboracién y confianza. Porque entre socios y aliados la confianza es un principio y es un
objetivo.

3-287-0000
Heidi Hautala (Verts/ALE). — Mr President, I need to thank Executive Vice-President Valdis
Dombrovskis for really bringing this new approach to sustainable development in free trade
agreements. It is a big step further, and I believe that we have all understood that, with the EU’s
new trade policy review, trade is not as it used to be; trade is not business as usual. Trade is to be
connected, integrated and incorporated into the requirements of sustainable development.

Now, one of the deficiencies of the Commission’s approach seems to be that human rights are
quite absent, with the exception of labour rights, which of course are very, very important and
very directly related to free trade. But, on the other hand, we cannot neglect that there are many
other human rights issues that need to be incorporated, and this would be my question to the
Commission: is that going to be taken into account?

The delegations of the European Union will have a very big responsibility over how this all will be
put into practice. An important element there is that the EU delegations must be very open to civil
society and other stakeholders in order to get them on board with discussing how free trade
agreements are actually implemented and the new requirements on more enforceable, sustainable
development.

Lastly, I have to ask the Commission: what is your methodology with the existing free trade
agreements, which has not been revealed so far? What are the pathways to include the new
sustainable development approach in existing free trade agreements?

3-288-0000

Sean Kelly (PPE). — A Uachtardin, the war in Ukraine and the COVID-19 pandemic have caused
huge disruptions to global supply chains, exposed European vulnerabilities, and shown that, now
more than ever, the EU needs to diversify our trading routes and develop new partners.

However, diversification should not come at the expense of other EU policy goals that ensure that
producers and trading countries abide by environmental and labour standards similar to those
standards, that producers within the EU follow progressive labour and social rights globally, and
that protect the commercial activity of businesses within the EU.

As the world’s largest trading bloc, we are in a position to use our trade policy to engage partners
on important issues. For this reason, I welcome the Commission’s additional sanctions, using its
trade toolbox for enforcing labour, environmental and human rights standards. It is essential that
these sanctions are used in a responsible way, namely only as a measure of last resort.
Sustainability objectives should not undermine the negotiability of our trade agreements. It would
be an own goal for the Commission to impose sanctions haphazardly. Doing so would undermine
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the negotiability of our trade agreements and indeed drive away prospective trading partners. The
Commission’s proposal, I think, strikes this delicate balance between negotiability and ambition.

3-289-0000
Raphaél Glucksmann (S&D). - Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Vice-président, enfin, enfin,
nous commengons a remettre les choses a 'endroit et a cesser de confondre la fin et les moyens.
Car oui, le commerce est un moyen et non une fin. Il doit servir un but plus grand que lui, a
commencer par le développement durable.

La Commission semble avoir partiellement entendu le message que nous essayons de porter et
nous pourrons donc demain sanctionner la violation de I'accord de Paris ou des droits sociaux par
nos partenaires commerciaux. Vous ne respectez pas vos engagements de réduction d’émissions,
vous violez les libertés syndicales, nous rétablissons les droits de douane. Mettre notre puissance
commerciale au service de nos principes et de nos intéréts stratégiques, voila la voie a suivre. Cette
approche doit désormais prévaloir dans toutes les négociations en cours et dans tous les accords
déja négociés.

Mais nous devons aller plus loin, insérer par exemple les clauses miroirs dans tous nos accords
pour favoriser I'adoption de nos standards en matiere agricole, pour mettre fin a la concurrence
déloyale et ancrer nos professions de foi écologique dans les faits. Une rupture avec 40 années de
laisser-faire, laisser-passer s’esquisse. Ce nest qu'un début, chers collégues, a nous de transformer
I'Union et son marché en puissance normative globale.

3-290-0000
Margarida Marques (S&D). — Senhor Presidente, Presidente, Comissdo, finalmente, a Comissdo
fez o seu trabalho. Reforgar o desenvolvimento sustentdvel nos acordos comerciais da Unido
Europeia é uma velha ambicdo dos socialistas e democratas no Parlamento Europeu.

Hoje, com este debate, queremos incentivar vivamente a Comissdo a generalizar este principio nos
novos acordos, mas também nos acordos existentes. A Unido Europeia tem que ter uma estratégia
sem falha na luta contra o trabalho for¢ado e do o trabalho infantil, na defesa dos direitos
humanos universais, incluindo a igualdade de género, e dos direitos sociais, laborais e ambientais.
A implementacio e aplicacdo, incluindo agora a possibilidade de atribuir san¢des comerciais por
violacdo do Acordo de Paris ou de convengdes da OIT, sdo essenciais para a promog¢do de uma
politica de comércio internacional justa e coerente com todas as politicas e valores europeus.

3-291-0000
Catch-the-eye procedure

3-292-0000
Maria Arena (S&D). - Monsieur le Président, nous ne pouvons plus, et on I'a dit, continuer a
considérer I'instrument commercial de 'Union européenne dans une relation purement inscrite
dans un contrat qui favorise la maximisation des profits des plus forts au détriment des plus
faibles. On l'a vu, le commerce a des effets adverses en matiere d’environnement, en matiere de
droits humains et parfois en matiere de droits des travailleurs. La médiatrice I'a dit, la politique
commerciale, aujourd’hui, de 'Union européenne n’a que faire des droits humains.

Et donc, on accueille avec beaucoup d'intérét la question du TSD, du chapitre développement
durable, mais malheureusement, la question des droits humains n’est pas dans ce TSD. Et donc je
demande que ce TSD puisse étre corrigé avec les propositions qui ont été formulées par la
médiatrice. Je pense que cette médiatrice sert a quelque chose et qu'elle n’a pas d’intérét a droite, a
gauche ou au centre, mais qu'elle a l'intérét des citoyens européens a cceur, et je pense qu'il est
important que vous puissiez corriger le tir dans cet objectif précis.
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3-293-0000
Billy Kelleher (Renew). — Mr President, I welcome the outcome of the Commission’s review on
the 15-point action plan on trade and sustainable development. There is no doubt, as the
strongest economic trading bloc in the globe, we have obligations both to ourselves, but also to
the broader world itself, in ensuring that standards are maintained and lifted.

So we can’t have a situation where there is exploitation in third countries, third world countries
and trading blocs for the benefit of the European Union alone. In future, trade agreements have to
do a serious, tangible assessment of the impact, not only in the context of the impact on Europe,
but also how will it impact on the countries and the partnerships we are drafting agreements with.
That is of fundamental critical importance to the adherence of decency in world trade.

If you take, for example, environmental standards, labour standards, social employment standards
and other human rights obligations, it is imperative that we start to shift and nudge not just
Europe, but also, more importantly, the people that we are trading with whose standards are not
ours. We have to encourage and nudge them as well. So, [ welcome the publication, but we have a
lot of work to do to ensure that our trade agreements are consistent with basic decency across the
globe.

3-294-0000

(End of catch-the-eye procedure)

3-295-0000
Margaritis Schinas, vice-président de la Commission. — Monsieur le Président, je remercie tout le
monde pour ce débat tres riche. 1l est clair que la tonalité et le contenu de ce débat prouvent que
nos échanges de ces dix-huit derniers mois ont beaucoup contribué a alimenter la réflexion qui se
cristallise aujourd’hui.

Let me conclude with two remarks on two families of issues that have been raised by some of you,
many of you. First, on implementation and enforcement, and then on human rights.

Let us reiterate our commitment to a stronger focus on implementation and enforcement. We will
extend the standard state-to-state dispute settlement compliance phase to the TSD chapter of our
agreements, meaning that the party found in violation of any of the TSD commitments will have
to promptly inform on how it will implement the panel report and comply within a certain period
of time.

We will also include the possibility to apply, as a last resort, trade sanctions for material breaches
of the Paris Climate Agreement and the ILO fundamental labour principles.

Now, on the issue of human rights, TSD chapters cover, amongst other violations, the violations
of labour rights such as child labour or forced labour. The violations of human rights are covered
by the essential element clauses in our agreements. But what is important is that both of the
sanctions and the essential element clauses ensure that our trade partners will respect the most
important values in our relations, which constitute the basis on which we can enlarge and engage
in our trade relationships.

So thank you very much for this exchange. The Commission looks forward to further discussions
with you on this important subject.

3-297-0000
Sédes vaditajs. — Esmu sanémis 1 rezoliicijas priekslikumu, kas iesniegts saskana ar Reglamenta
136. panta 5. punktu.
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Debates ir slégtas.

Balsosana notiks ritdien.

10. Humanitara situacija péc katastrofalajiem pliidiem Pakistana
un klimata krize (debates)

3-299-0000
Sédes vaditajs. — Nakamais darba kartibas punkts ir debates par Padomes un Komisijas
pazinojumiem par humanitaro situaciju péc katastrofalajiem plidiem Pakistana un klimata krizi
(2022/2837(RSP)).

3-300-0000
Mikuld$ Bek, President-in-Office of the Council. — Mr President, honourable Members,
Commissioner, on behalf of the Presidency and the Council, I would like to express my sincere
condolences to the people of Pakistan, who were hit with the worst flooding in the country’s
history.

In this tragic context, we should be proud of the fact that the EU and its Member States were one
of the first responders to this disaster. The EU’s emergency humanitarian aid targeted primarily the
provision of emergency shelter, food and clean water, as well as cash transfers and primary
health care services. The Commissioner will certainly elaborate further on the current needs
assessment, but I should say that the EU is ready to consider further assistance to the Pakistani
people.

Furthermore, we have successfully used the EU civil protection mechanism to provide in-kind
assistance from Member States, and we have also mobilised an EU civil protection team, with
experts from several Member States that were dispatched to Pakistan immediately after the
flooding. This immediate response was facilitated by the long-standing cooperation between the
EU and Pakistan on disaster risk reduction, especially since the previous devastating floods in
2010.

The tragic events in Pakistan should remind us of the fact that 90% of all major natural disasters in
the world today are connected to climate change. According to the latest IPCC assessment report,
40% of the world population, notably in developing countries, is highly vulnerable because of
climate change, with an increased risk of cyclones, droughts, floods, heat waves, infectious
diseases, sea level rises and wildfires.

This is why we need to work more on prevention and aim towards an integrated climate and
disaster risk reduction governance. We support the work of the United Nations in this regard,
particularly its Office for Disaster Risk Reduction. Its call to action towards zero climate disasters
by 2050 aims at reducing vulnerability, increasing risk management and early warning systems,
and strengthening the resilience of communities. This undertaking will require a ‘whole of society’
approach, where governments are in the driving seat, but they must bring together all the different
stakeholders. The EU is ready to contribute its share to this work.

The sooner we deal with disaster reduction, the more prepared we will be to save lives and
livelihoods in future climate disasters. This is why the Czech Presidency has decided to place this
issue at the heart of its programme, especially from the perspective of humanitarian assistance,
development, cooperation and civil protection.
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The Council is presently discussing draft Council conclusions on disaster risk reduction in EU
external action that we intend to adopt at the Foreign Affairs Council in November, focusing
particularly on natural and human-induced disasters across the crisis management cycle. We
expect these conclusions to strengthen the EU’s global role as a promoter of disaster risk
reduction, so that situations such as the one faced by Pakistan will, in the future, result in less
suffering for those affected. Thank you very much for your attention. I look forward to listening to

the debate.

3-301-0000
Janusz Wojciechowski, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, the
Pakistani people are enduring the unimaginable. On behalf of the European Commission, I wish to
convey our deepest condolences to those who lost their lives, homes and livelihoods during the
historic monsoon rains in Pakistan and the catastrophic flash floods which followed.

The devastation has been what United Nations Secretary General Guterres called ‘climate carnage’.
Over 33 million people have been affected by the floods. Almost 1 700 people have lost their
lives. At least 8 million have been displaced from their homes. Millions of houses have been
completely destroyed or ruined. Almost 4 million acres of crops and arable land impacted. Over
one third of the country is submerged by the floods. The floods have also triggered outbreaks of
disease and thrown people into food insecurity, literally overnight.

The European Union has been the very first immediate responder on the ground among donors.
We initially mobilised over EUR 2 million in humanitarian aid to assist flood-affected
communities in the hardest hit regions. This support has included emergency shelter, food, water
and sanitation, cash and primary health care. Through our Union Civil Protection Mechanism, we
have also coordinated and financially supported the delivery of assistance from seven EU Member
States so far — Belgium, Sweden, France, Greece, Austria, Denmark and Slovenia. They have
provided tents and water purification systems and sent doctors and many other types of support
urgently requested by the Pakistani authorities. I sincerely thank them for their support.

We also activated the European Union’s emergency satellite service, Copernicus, to provide
satellite images to help monitor the situation. We have our European Union humanitarian expert
on the ground in the hardest hit regions. Commissioner Lenarci¢ is himself visiting the most
affected regions across Pakistan this week, where he has announced the proposals for an
additional EUR 30 million in humanitarian aid. With this funding, we will be able to maintain
support for their response over the coming months.

The European Commission is also mobilising experts to carry out the post-disaster needs
assessment jointly with the UN and the World Bank. Also, from the European Union
Development Corporation side, there is already short-term support under way for the adaptation
of ongoing development programmes in the worst-hit provinces to support nutrition, agriculture,
water and sanitation.

Beyond the immediate response, the European Union is also supporting the Pakistani authorities
in the area of disaster preparedness, anticipatory action, early warning system and more. Because
preventing is better than only responding.

This flood has shown we need to do more to tackle climate change, not only respond to its
humanitarian consequences. Just as stability in Pakistan is in our own interests, so Pakistan has an
interest to work closely with the European Union. The European Union is Pakistan’s second most
important trading partner over the last ten years, and especially since 2014, when the Generalised
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Scheme of Preference, a trade preferential assistance scheme, was awarded. Since then, imports of
the EU 27 from Pakistan have almost doubled.

Trade and economy are key pillars of our cooperation, but beyond that there is a lot of
unexploited potential for further cooperation under the Strategic Engagement Plan, notably in
security, given the important position of Pakistan in the region.

Ilook forward to hearing your views in the course of our debate.

3-302-0000
Tomas Tobé, on behalf of the PPE Group. — Mr President, Minister, Commissioner, and not least
Pakistan Ambassador Khan, the heavy monsoon rains have triggered the most severe flooding in
Pakistan’s recent history, washing away lives and livelihoods and causing unprecedented damage
to the infrastructure. The destruction could set the country back many years. Pakistan is an
important partner to the European Union, and we must support them.

Firstly, to meet the enormous needs, we must work together with the international community to
come forward with new aid and ensure an immense humanitarian response. Secondly, we need to
commit to long-term support and increase the impact of our development assistance in Pakistan
to speed up the colossal reconstruction that lies ahead. Thirdly, we need to work together to tackle
the climate change challenge and support Pakistan in creating climate resilient infrastructure to
prevent future disasters.

This should be a global effort, but it is clear that the European Union needs to take the lead. I know
that many of my colleagues are at group meetings now, but [ must be very clear: there is a broad
support from the European Parliament and we will be there for Pakistan.

3-303-0000
Maria Arena, au nom du groupe SED. — Monsieur le Président, la commission des droits de
I'homme était il y a deux semaines au Pakistan, et nous avons eu 'occasion de rencontrer 'équipe
de I'Autorité nationale de gestion des catastrophes ainsi que des communautés affectées par les
inondations. Ce qu'ils nous ont montré était tout simplement terrible, terrible quant a I'intensité
des phénomenes survenus.

En avril, les plus hautes températures jamais relevées au Pakistan — 51 °C dans le Sindh— ont
provoqué une diminution de 65 % du débit de 'Indus, d’ou la population pakistanaise tire 90 % de
son eau. Se sont ensuivies des pénuries alimentaires, des déces, mais aussi une perte importante de
I'élevage destiné a la production de viande.

En septembre, des pluies diluviennes ont englouti un tiers du territoire, entrainant tout sur leur
passage: ponts, écoles, hopitaux, maisons, vies humaines... Comme I'a dit M. Guterres, il s’agit la
d’un «carnage climatique». Alors que le Pakistan émet 1 % des gaz a effet de serre, le G 20 en émet,
lui, 80 %. Pourtant, c'est bien le Pakistan qui, le premier, est victime de ces changements
climatiques. Nous devons aider le Pakistan. Ce n’est pas de la générosité, c’est de la justice.

3-304-0000
IN THE CHAIR: OTHMAR KARAS
Vice-President

3-305-0000
Petras AuStrevicius, on behalf of the Renew Group. — Mr President, Mr Commissioner, Minister,
dear colleagues, allow me, first of all, to begin by expressing the condolences of the Renew Europe
Group to all the people of Pakistan, and in particular to those affected by the catastrophic flooding
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caused by monsoon rains this summer. Special condolences to the people of Balochistan and
Sindh provinces.

In September, we, as a delegation, visited Pakistan and saw first-hand the gravity of the
humanitarian situation. Life has become difficult too for over 30 million people in Pakistan, with
almost 1 million houses uninhabitable. The consequences of the floods are severe for all and have
spared no one. [ witnessed it at the Afghan refugee camp, where already modest houses have
turned into piles of clay. Pakistan needs our immediate support and humanitarian aid.

Dear colleagues, climate change is turning into an invincible disaster that is punishing humanity
more and more severely. We need to recognise this and take the necessary steps. Let us ensure that
the EU budget is adequately prepared to meet awaiting challenges and allows us to properly
respond to all the humanitarian needs of the people of Pakistan.

3-306-0000
Caroline Roose, au nom du groupe Verts/ALE. — Monsieur le Président, «pourquoi mon peuple
paie-t-il le prix de ce réchauffement climatique?» Tels sont les mots du premier ministre
pakistanais. Alors que le Pakistan compte pour 0,3 % des émissions mondiales cumulées de CO», il
est 'un des Etats les plus touchés par les effets du changement climatique. Les inondations qui ont
frappé le pays sont un carnage climatique: 1 500 morts, 33 millions de personnes touchées — sans
abri, sans acces a I'eau ou a la nourriture —, 7,6 millions de personnes déplacées et un risque élevé
d’épidémies et de maladies transmises par l'eau telles que le choléra, la diarrhée, la dengue et le
paludisme.

La situation pourrait encore empirer en cas d’effondrement du barrage de Sukkur, qui contient la
plus grande réserve d’eau douce du pays. La quasi-totalité du systéme agricole pakistanais dépend
de ce barrage pour son approvisionnement en eau. La Commission a débloqué une aide de
30 millions d’euros: c’est bien, mais c’est trop peu —moins de 1 euro par personne touchée. Les
dégats se chiffrent a 10 milliards de dollars. Nous sommes responsables du réchauffement
climatique, et donc de ses conséquences. On ne peut pas se contenter d’'un soutien si faible.

Alors cette catastrophe, elle doit aussi nous interroger quant a la mise en place d’actions globales
sur le long terme: massifier notre aide a l'adaptation et aux politiques de prévention, mettre en
place un cadre protecteur pour les déplacés climatiques, adopter au niveau international un
mécanisme efficace pour les pertes et les préjudices, comme le demandent les Etats du Sud lors des
négociations pour le climat. Nous serons confrontés a d’autres catastrophes dans les années a
venir. Si nécessaires soient-elles, des réponses ponctuelles, au cas par cas, ne sont pas a la hauteur.
Agissons vraiment.

3-307-0000
Hervé Juvin, au nom du groupe ID. — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, Monsieur le
Ministre, chers collegues, je m’associe naturellement aux condoléances qui ont été exprimées a
endroit du peuple pakistanais et des victimes d’'un des sinistres climatiques qui, hélas, se
produisent a répétition.

M’étant associé a cet hommage et a ces condoléances, je voudrais souligner deux ou trois points
qui me paraissent importants. Nous devons aider le Pakistan pour nos nations européennes. C'est
un partenaire important, qui de surcroit tient un role majeur pour le retour de la paix et de la
prospérité dans une région ot se joue probablement I'avenir du monde. Le Pakistan était présent a
la conférence de Samarcande, il est un membre important de 'Organisation de coopération de
Shanghai, et 'Union européenne comme les nations européennes doivent approfondir leurs
relations avec ce pays.
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Les circonstances dramatiques que vit le Pakistan sont naturellement 'occasion de constater qui
sont les amis, qui sont les proches. Et a cet égard je ne peux que saluer l'effort consenti par le
ministre indien des affaires étrangéres, qui m’a affirmé que son pays avait octroyé plus de
25 millions de dollars d’aides & un Etat traditionnellement considéré comme un ennemi.

Je voudrais ensuite souligner que, si le changement climatique est naturellement l'objet d’'une lutte
urgente, ses effets ne se feront sentir qu'a moyen et a long terme. Nous devons travailler a prévenir
les grands risques climatiques. Nous devons remettre en cause des modeles d’infrastructures qui ne
sont pas adaptés au relief ni aux habitudes des populations locales. Nous devons réviser des modes
de construction qui font fi des traditions et qui font fi de l'expérience de plusieurs siecles de
populations confrontées a des environnements séveres et a des conditions difficiles. Tout ceci
touche naturellement aux conditions du commerce, mais tout ceci touche aussi aux conditions
d’'un modele économique manifestement insoutenable. Je souhaite que 'Union européenne fasse,
dans ses priorités, place a I'expertise écologique en regard des grands risques environnementaux.

3-308-0000
Nicola Procaccini, a nome del gruppo ECR. — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, prima di tutto
desidero esprimere solidarieta e vicinanza nei confronti del popolo pakistano, anche a nome della
delegazione per le relazioni con i paesi dell’Asia meridionale di cui sono presidente.

Proprio ieri ho incontrato I'ambasciatore e abbiamo fatto il punto sul dramma che si sta
consumando in Pakistan, oltre che sugli aiuti che I'Europa sta portando in queste settimane. Un
aiuto concreto che si ¢ tradotto subito in circa 2,5 milioni di EUR a sostegno delle famiglie colpite
dalle inondazioni. Certamente ¢ poco, considerata la mole dei danni, ma questo finanziamento si
aggiunge a due preziosi strumenti che rappresentano forse il meglio che possiamo offrire come
europei sotto laspetto umanitario e tecnologico. Mi riferisco all’attivazione del nostro
meccanismo di protezione civile e all'utilizzo del servizio satellitare europeo Copernicus per avere
informazioni utili sulle aree piu colpite del paese.

Alla risposta immediata bisognera aggiungere una efficace strategia di medio e lungo periodo.
L’emergenza climatica ha mostrato in Pakistan il suo volto piu crudele. Noi sappiamo che
combatterla ¢ difficile, ma se ne possono contenere le conseguenze peggiori con un’attenta
politica di contrasto al dissesto idrogeologico. Facciamolo insieme, come ricorda un proverbio
arabo: "L'amicizia ¢ un tesoro che non finisce mai”.

3-309-0000
Younous Omarjee, au nom du groupe The Left. — Monsieur le Président, cet été la saison de la
mousson a tourné a la catastrophe absolue au Pakistan. Le Pakistan, cela a été dit, n’émet que 0,3 %
des gaz a effet de serre. Et pourtant, il paie aujourd’hui un lourd tribut au déreglement climatique
qui, combiné a l'ordre inégalitaire du monde, est une véritable double peine pour les pays pauvres
et sera encore plus, demain, facteur de déstabilisation a I'échelle de la planete.

Ici comme la-bas, j'invite donc 'Union européenne a honorer ses engagements vis-a-vis des pays
en voie de développement et a intensifier ses efforts pour que l'adaptation au réchauffement
climatique devienne une priorité a I'échelle globale et en particulier lors de la prochaine COP en

Egypte.

3-310-0000

Peter van Dalen (PPE). — Voorzitter, Pakistan is helaas al vaker getroffen door overstromingen,
maar dit jaar smolten de gletsjers heel snel en kwamen de moessons ook in grote hoeveelheden.
Getroffen zijn onder andere de boeren. Het is wel jammer dat de grootgrondbezitters desondanks
eisen van de boeren dat ze — hoewel de oogsten zijn mislukt — toch alle leningen moeten
terugbetalen. Ik vind dat jammer.
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Ik was onlangs in Pakistan, en de Pakistaanse regering zei ons: ja, dit komt allemaal door de
klimaatverandering en we willen graag compensatie. Wij hebben gezegd: oké, dat snappen we,
maar begin dan eerst de compensatie te vragen aan China en aan India. Dat zijn jullie buren en
bovendien de grootste vervuilers.

Voorzitter, Pakistan zal bij de Europese Unie, denk ik, een nieuwe aanvraag gaan indienen voor
het handelsbegunstigingprogramma SAP plus. Wat mij betreft kijken we daar kritisch naar. Niet
alleen zijn het de grootgrondbezitters in Pakistan die erg belangrijk zijn, maar we zien ook een
grote invloed van extremisten, waardoor velen onterecht gevangen zitten vanwege valse
beschuldigingen en vanwege godslastering. Ook vrouwen, journalisten en werknemers zitten in
Pakistan in de hoek waar de klappen vallen.

Dus ja, we moeten Pakistan helpen vanwege deze vloed. Maar Pakistan moet ook concreet zelf de
goede richting inslaan om de vloed van ongelijkheid in dit land te keren.

(De spreker aanvaardt een “blauwe kaart”-reactie)

3-311-0000
Mick Wallace (The Left), blue-card speech. — I'd like to ask the MEP a question about climate
justice. You say that Pakistan should ask India and China, the big polluters, for compensation for
climate change. We know for a fact that climate change has been predominantly caused by the
developed world — ours. The West has been predominantly responsible for the impact of climate
change, but they’re not the ones that feel the impact of it. Pakistan emits less than 1% of the world
emissions. Tell me, why should the people responsible for climate change not give them
reparations?

3-312-0000
Peter van Dalen (PPE), “blauwe kaart™-antwoord. — Ja, ik hoop dat u goed geluisterd heeft naar wat
ik gezegd heb. Ik heb gezegd: Pakistan vroeg ons een compensatie. En wij hebben gezegd: gaat u
dan zeker ook naar de buren, China en India. Want China is de grootste vervuiler ter wereld. Kijk
maar naar de stikstofbelasting die China maakt. En dat komt allemaal doordat veel mensen, ook
hier in Europa, Chinese producten kopen. Ik doe dus zelf mijn best om geen Chinese producten
meer te kopen, want ik wil niet indirect meewerken aan de vervuiling die dat land veroorzaakt. En
natuurlijk moeten wij Pakistan bijstaan, helemaal, maar China en India moeten niet vergeten
worden.

3-313-0000
Isabel Santos (S&D). — Senhor Presidente, a dimensio da tragédia que se abateu sobre o
Paquistdo € inquestiondvel e apela a nossa total solidariedade e ao refor¢o da ajuda humanitdria
por parte da Unido Europeia.

Sabemos muito bem que isto que aconteceu é fruto das altera¢des climdticas que atravessamos e
da importancia de combater essas alteragdes climaticas. Mas na emergéncia é preciso fazer mais.
Face aos intimeros exemplos de situagdes extremas que as alteracdes climdticas colocam as
sociedades, com resultados cada vez mais catastréficos, como € o caso do Paquistdo, € preciso que
a Unido Europeia lidere o movimento mundial para adaptar as nossas estruturas urbanas e planos
de prevencido a este tipo de ameacas.

A Unido Europeia deve incentivar este projeto, para o qual devem ser convocados todos os
especialistas, de forma a tentar estar um passo a frente dos problemas, em vez de estarmos sempre
a reagir diante da tragédia.



05-10-2022 148

3-314-0000
Jordi Solé (Verts/ALE). — Mr President, the scale of the floods in Pakistan isn't easy to grasp:
1 600 deaths, 33 million inhabitants affected, around one third of the landmass under water and
more than 10 million people in need.

As floodwaters slowly recede, the sheer scale of damage becomes even more evident. This
catastrophe is yet another demonstration of the terrible effects that climate change can bring. It's a
country where the socioeconomic situation was already very fragile. Despite massive relief efforts
from Pakistani authorities to alleviate the devastating impacts of the floods — and beyond, the
immediate response from the international community, there are still many pressing needs to be
covered and many health threats to be countered.

Therefore, we should step up our efforts to help Pakistan in facing not only the immediate but also
the long-term consequences of such a huge disaster and in building resilience against climate
change. We welcome the new EUR 30 million humanitarian aid package, but we ask to go beyond
that.

3-315-0000
Maximilian Krah (ID). — Herr Président, meine sehr verehrten Damen und Herren Kollegen! Die
Naturkatastrophe in Pakistan ist in der Tat erschreckend. Ein Monsun, der normalerweise im
August endet und im September noch nicht zu Ende ist — das ist einzigartig, Temperaturen von
tiber 50 Grad.

Und wenn wir etwas politisch Positives erkennen konnen, dann ist das doch die grofle globale
Hilfe, dass hier namlich Lander, die ansonsten politisch Gegner sind, ja sogar verfeindet sind,
helfen. Die Vereinigten Staaten, China und die Europdische Union ziehen an einem Strang. Wann
hat es das schon gegeben?

Genau das ist die Botschaft fiir Pakistan in die Zukunft. Wir wollen als Europder in dieser Region
an Bord bleiben. Genau deshalb freue ich mich auch, dass Botschafter Khan heute bei uns ist, weil
es zeigt, dass auch Pakistan uns dabeihaben mochte. Wir wollen als Europa eine grofe globale
Friedensmacht des Handels, des Ausgleichs und der Partnerschaft sein. Und ich denke, dass wir es
hier zeigen konnen.

Die Zukunft kann aber nicht darin liegen, dass wir nur die Helfer und grof3ziigigen Geber sind,
sondern es geht um Partnerschaft, die auch Unterschiedlichkeit respektiert. Genau deshalb bin ich
anders als Sie, Herr Kollege van Dalen, der Meinung, dass Pakistan im APS+ bleiben muss, weil wir
nur dadurch erreichen, dass wir in dieser zentralasiatischen Region eben dabeibleiben. Wenn wir
uns herausziehen, sind wir drauflen. Aber wenn wir draufen sind, konnen wir gar nichts mehr
beeinflussen — beeinflussen nicht im Sinne der Diktatur eines Vorschreibens, sondern beeinflussen
im Sinne einer Partnerschaft, eines Gebens und Nehmens.

Ich glaube, dass wir jetzt die Chance nutzen sollten, wenn diese Flutkatastrophe einigermafien
tiberwunden sein wird — worauf ich hoffe —, daran zu arbeiten, dass wir in Zentralasien unsere
Position stirken — stirken als Partner, stirken mit Respekt fiir andere Wege und auch als Partner
mit anderen Mitspielern, selbst wenn diese uns teilweise nicht gefallen.

3-316-0000
Miguel Urbdn Crespo (The Left). — Sefior presidente, Pakistin produce menos del 1 % de las
emisiones mundiales. Sin embargo, es uno de los paises que mds sufre las consecuencias del
cambio climatico. Lleva veinte afios en la lista de los diez paises mas vulnerables por riesgos
climaticos.



05-10-2022 149

Veinte afios en los que también ha estado sufriendo otra crisis: la trampa de la deuda externa. Las
recientes inundaciones han provocado pérdidas de 10 000 millones de délares. Pero en lo que
llevamos de aflo, Pakistdn ha pagado mas de 15 000 millones de délares en devolver deudas. Unas
deudas que siguen aumentando gracias al acuerdo firmado con el FMI, que obliga a Pakistdn a
recortar su gasto social y a aumentar los precios de los bienes de primera necesidad.

Es ilegitimo enriquecerse con el empobrecimiento y las desgracias ajenas.

Sila Unién Europea quiere contribuir a paliar la emergencia humanitaria en Pakistdn, que empiece
cancelando la parte de la deuda ilegitima de la Unién Europea con Pakistan.

3-317-0000
Sedn Kelly (PPE). — A Uachtardin, the climate crisis is increasingly affecting the lives of millions of
people across the world. This year, Pakistan endured extreme weather conditions: from its heat
wave in March and April, to the devastating floods in June.

Pakistan was one of the country’s worst affected by climate change in the first years of this
century. This climate-induced crisis has come on top of an ongoing political and economic crisis.
After the heaviest monsoons in over a century, 1 600 people lost their lives and approximately 13
000 people were injured, in addition to the millions of homes lost. The floods have also had a
devastating effect on Pakistan’s agriculture, which plays a central role in the country’s economy.

It is essential that the EU stand with the people of Pakistan, a country with which we have strong
bilateral relations for over 60 years. I welcome the funding and supports that have been provided
already. Europe has offered humanitarian funding, provided medical aid and exported essential
equipment, such as water pumps and hygiene kits.

[ would like to make a broader point. In Europe our primary focus is on the unjust war in Ukraine
and the resulting energy crisis, which poses immediate and acute dangers. Climate change, on the
other hand, has not gone away. It poses an existential problem for the human race, and the effects
are plain to see.

3-318-0000
Monica Silvana Gonzdlez (S&D). — Sefior presidente, sefior embajador de Pakistdn, el cambio
climatico ha provocado una nueva crisis humanitaria con dimensiones sin precedentes —mas de
treinta millones de personas afectadas—. Sin embargo, desde la Unién Europea seguimos sin tener
definido como vamos a proteger a las personas desplazadas por el clima y sin definir la figura del
refugiado climatico.

¢Como seria la respuesta europea si la disefidramos pensando en una nifia pakistani que lo ha
perdido todo en estos tltimos meses? Esta nifia, ademds de agua potable, ademds de no enfermar,
ademds de comer, suefia con volver a la escuela. Por ello, la respuesta europea a Pakistan debe
hacerse aplicando el enfoque del triple nexo. No se puede dar una respuesta solo humanitaria, no
solo desde la Direccion General de Proteccion Civil y Operaciones de Ayuda Humanitaria
Europeas (ECHO), sino que necesita un desarrollo a medio y a largo plazo. Esto no puede ser una
actuacion netamente humanitaria.

Somos el mayor donante de cooperacion y tenemos una responsabilidad afiadida. Necesitamos no
solo reforzar la adaptacion y la mitigacion al cambio climatico, sino adelantarnos a las crisis y
reforzar el mecanismo de pérdidas y dafios.
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No olvidemos la apuesta de Pakistdn hace unos meses acogiendo a refugiados afganos. Nuestras
ONG estdn alli. Debemos involucrar también al sector privado para hacer mds fuerza y dar una
respuesta, para que esta nifla tenga un futuro y pueda seguir yendo a la escuela en Pakistan.

3-319-0000
Pir Holmgren (Verts/ALE). — Herr talman! De fruktansvirda oversvimningarna i Pakistan ar
givetvis ett tydligt exempel pd en extrem viaderhindelse i ett varmare klimat. Det dr emellertid
ocksd, tyvirr, ett tydligt exempel pd en hindelse dir vi inte lingre bara kan prata om
klimatanpassning.

Tittar vi framat i detta drhundrade, kommer vi att se allt fler omrdden som vi faktiskt inte lingre
kommer att kunna riddda och aterstilla. Det som vi ser nu ir en effekt av alla utslipp av
vixthusgaser dnda sedan industrialiseringen. Tittar vi pd den mangden, vet vi att det dr vi hér i
Europa, tillsammans med USA, som har statt for ganska exakt 50 procent. Vi mdste nu sta upp
och ta ett ansvar for dessa historiska utslapp.

Det humanitira stod som EU hittills har bidragit med till Pakistan racker inte. D4 r Pakistan bara
ett exempel. EU madste nu, under och infér COP27, std upp for mer finansiering for
klimatanpassning, men ocksa tydligt for finansiering av forluster och skador, loss and damage. Vi
maste tyvdrr inse att det har gatt sa pass langt.

3-320-0000
Marina Mesure (The Left). — Monsieur le Président, chers collégues, le chaos régne au Pakistan
suite aux terribles inondations qui ont frappé le pays. Plus de 1 600 personnes ont perdu la vie, des
millions de logements détruits, des terres agricoles ravagées et des centaines d’écoles rayées de la
carte. Au moins 8Imillions de personnes ont été forcées de tout quitter pour trouver ailleurs les
ressources nécessaires a leur survie.

Dans ce contexte, la nouvelle aide humanitaire de 30 millions d’euros proposée par I'UE pour
répondre aux besoins vitaux du peuple pakistanais est une bonne chose. Nous nous félicitons aussi
que le mécanisme européen de protection civile ait pu étre mobilisé afin d’envoyer des équipes sur
place pour soutenir les opérations de secours. Un mécanisme qu’il conviendra par ailleurs de
renforcer dans ses moyens humains et financiers afin de faire face aux prochaines crises et appels a
l'aide tant en Europe que dans le reste du monde.

Je conclurai néanmoins en rappelant que la solidarité, bien qu'irremplacable pour celles et ceux
qui la recoivent, ne regle pas tout. Il faudra s’attaquer aux causes de ces catastrophes climatiques
qui se multiplient et sintensifient, hier au Pakistan, demain sur notre continent. Elles sont
incontestablement le fait du déreglement climatique dont il est de notre responsabilité collective
d’atténuer les effets, notamment pour les plus vulnérables.

3-321-0000
Janina Ochojska (PPE). — Panie Przewodniczacy! Wyrazam kondolencje dla rodzin ofiar
powodzi oraz zal z powodu zniszczenia tak wielu doméw, utraty tego co cenne, co najblizsze, i
ogromnych strat w infrastrukturze. C6z moge wigcej powiedzie¢ po tych wszystkich stowach,
ktore tutaj padly?

Dzisiaj zaglosowaliSmy za przyjeciem sprawozdania dotyczgcego dostepu do wody jako prawa
przynaleznego kazdemu czlowiekowi. W czasie powodzi, chociaz wszedzie jest duzo wody,
potrzebna jest woda pitna. Solidarnos¢ to nie tylko pomaganie w tej czy innej kwestii, to tez walka
ze zmianami klimatycznymi, dbanie o swoje srodowisko tak, zeby nie wplywalo negatywnie na
srodowisko s3siadow. Nie mozemy przewidzie¢, ktory kraj bedzie nastepny i ucierpi w zwigzku z
nastgpstwami zmian klimatu, takimi jak susza, trzgsienie ziemi, erupcja czy, tak jak w przypadku
Pakistanu, powddz.
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Oczekuje, ze nie tylko bedziemy wspiera¢ ludno$¢ Pakistanu, ale znajdziemy sposoby na
ograniczenie tych katastrof w przysztosci. Teraz Pakistan, a jutro to moze by¢ kraj kazdego z nas.

3-322-0000
Leszek Miller (S&D). — Panie Przewodniczacy! Zmiany klimatu nie wzigly si¢ znikad. Kraje
Zachodu i Péinocy ponoszg za ten stan rzeczy najwigksza odpowiedzialno$¢. Bogactwo naszej
czgSci $wiata jest okupione degradacja Srodowiska naturalnego, co w sposéb drastyczny i
jaskrawy uprzytamnia kataklizm w Pakistanie, ktéry dotkngt ponad 30 min ludzi. Zywiot
pochlonagl 18 milionéw kilometréw kwadratowych, 2 miliony domostw znalazto si¢ pod woda,
uprawy i infrastruktura zostaty doszczetnie zniszczone. Smieré poniosly zwierzeta. Straty liczone
sa w miliardach dolaréw, a nie jest to koncowy bilans. Cho¢ kazdego dnia podejmujemy starania,
aby zaciagnigty od naszej planety kredyt splaci¢ osiggnigciem klimatycznej neutralnosci, to
tragedia Pakistanu bolesnie uswiadamia, ze dziatamy zbyt wolno i pdzno, czego konsekwencje
ponoszg panstwa niemal bezbronne wobec kataklizmu, jaki na nie spadt.

Wladze Pakistanu apelujg do calego $wiata o wsparcie. Unia Europejska musi na ten cel
odpowiedzie¢ pomocg humanitarng, instytucjonalng, finansowg i wszelka inng.

3-323-0000
Ciaran Cuffe (Verts/ALE). — A Uachtardin, t4 nios mé nd seacht millidn duine easditithe.
Cailleadh mile sé chéad duine, ctig chéad leanbh ina measc. Chaill na millitin leanai sa Phacastdin
a dtithe, a gclanna, agus a gcuid scoileanna. Agus anois, td siad i mbaol go leor galar atd ag
scriosadh na tire. T4 na Ndisitin Aontaithe ag iarraidh nios mé cabhrach daonntla agus ba cheart
dtinn cabhri leo.

Caithfidh an tAontas Eorpach a chinamh a mhéadd. Seo tubaiste aerdide atd ag tarld os comhair
ar sal. Is léir go gcaithfimid dicharb6nt a bhrostG i ngach earndil. Léirfonn an tragdid sa
Phacastdin praghas an bhogdis.

3-324-0000
Mick Wallace (The Left). — Mr President, the scale of this disaster is incredible. One million
homes have disappeared, and 33 million Pakistanis have been displaced. More than ever, this is a
time for climate justice. Real climate justice means loss and damage payments. It means climate
reparations from those who are most responsible for climate change — the developed West — to
those who are the least responsible and the most affected.

The 2021 Glasgow Climate Pact was a failure in terms of agreeing loss and damages for the most
vulnerable nations. The EU is forever telling us about its climate leadership, despite the fact that
the Green Deal targets are well below what is required from the Global North.

Will the EU and the Member States take responsibility and provide reparations on this occasion,
or is Pakistan not part of our geopolitical plans? Climate change, not the war in Ukraine, is by far
the biggest crisis facing this planet.

3-325-0000
Spontane Wortmeldungen

3-326-0000
Fabio Massimo Castaldo (NI). — Mr President, Commissioner, torrential monsoon rains triggered
the most severe flooding in Pakistan’s recent history, washing away entire villages, killing over
1 600 people and displacing more than 33 million. This climate-induced disaster is leaving behind
a trail of destruction, starvation and diseases. With a vast area of Pakistan likely to take months to
dry out, waterborne diseases are spiking, as well as malnutrition, especially among children.
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Despite all the efforts of the international community, volunteers and the government, the
unprecedented nature of the floods has resulted in a huge resource gap and Pakistan’s already
overwhelmed health-care system lacks the resources to help all those who need treatment now.
The lives of 100 000 more people are under threat as a second disaster looms within the first one.

It's imperative, under our principle of international solidarity, commitment and burden sharing,
to answer the demands to increase cooperation and mobilise much more funds. But it will not be
enough to increase humanitarian aid in an attempt to curb the possible risk of epidemics. To
support the country at this dramatic time, action will have to be taken to support Pakistan’s
reconstruction, rehabilitation and resilience, including through debt relief measures. It is not a
time for fine words, but for immediate and effective action.

3-327-0000
Clare Daly (The Left). — Mr President, what happened in Pakistan is devastation beyond belief
and there is no question but that it is climate induced. 53 degrees, glacial melts, a monsoon going
into October, one third of the country under water, 33 million affected. We've even heard about
schools being shut down because they’re needed for shelters, so all of the young people are being
denied an education.

Pakistan’s Climate Change Minister, Sherry Rehman, blames the inefficiency of the North-South
climate deal. She says there is so much loss and damage with so little reparations to countries that
contributed so little to the world’s carbon footprint that obviously the bargain made between the
global North and the global South is not working. She is totally right. Pakistan has contributed so
little and is paying the most. It's the world’s 50th most populous country. It’s host to so many
Afghan refugees to whom we shut up our borders. The international community has an
obligation to assist and yet we condition our relief or give them a pittance. It’s just not good
enough! It’s time to act!

3-328-0000
(Ende der spontanen Wortmeldungen)

3-329-0000
Janusz Wojciechowski, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, thank
you for your valuable comments and insights. This debate has highlighted how humanitarian
needs and climate change are connected.

Extreme weather events are also creating new humanitarian crises across the globe, like the one
unfolding in Pakistan today. Investments in building resilience are paramount, and this message
resonated strongly at the recent UN General Assembly in New York.

Access to finance is equally important. The European Union is the world’s biggest donor of
climate finance to developing countries, and we will continue to scale up our support.

The European Union and Member States support many activities to avert, minimise and address
loss and damage via development cooperation, disaster risk reduction and humanitarian aid, as
well as for dedicated climate finance organisations and initiatives inside and outside the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change regime.

We will continue to rally the international community to join forces and to strengthen
international cooperation in pursuit of the goals of the Paris Agreement. We need more donors to
contribute to climate action.

The European Union alone will not solve the climate crisis. The European Parliament is a very
important partner in these efforts, and I wish to thank you again for this debate.
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3-330-0000
Mikula$ Bek, President-in-Office of the Council. — Mr President, honourable Members,
Commissioner, thank you very much for this debate, which once again shows the importance of
disaster risk reduction. I would like to stress once more that disaster risk reduction is high on the
agenda of the Czech Presidency, especially from the perspective of humanitarian assistance,
development, cooperation and civil protection.

As already mentioned, we aim at adopting Council conclusions on disaster risk reduction by the
Foreign Affairs Council in November. These conclusions will not only reaffirm our commitments
within the Sendai framework, in particular as regards international cooperation in the context of
fragility of climate, but also will set an agenda for the future.

The views expressed here today are certainly useful for the debate we are currently having in the
Council. Thank you very much once again for your attention and for this fruitful debate.

3-331-0000
Der Prisident. — Die Aussprache ist geschlossen.

11. Aussprache iiber Fille von Verletzungen der Menschenrechte,
der Demokratie und der Rechtsstaatlichkeit (Aussprache)

11.1. Die Menschenrechtslage in Haiti insbesondere in Bezug auf Bandengewalt

3-334-0000
Der Prisident. — Als nichster Punkt der Tagesordnung folgt die Aussprache iiber sechs
Entschliefungsantrage zur Menschenrechtslage in Haiti insbesondere in Bezug auf Bandengewalt
(2022/2856(RSP)).

3-335-0000

Antonio Lopez-Istiriz White, autor. — Sefior presidente, sefiorfas, la situaciéon humanitaria en
Haiti se ha deteriorado debido a la inestabilidad politica y la persistente inseguridad. Desde el
asesinato del presidente Jovenel Moise, en julio de 2021, varias bandas organizadas han ido
adquiriendo cada vez mayor poder, creando una sensacion de peligro para la poblacion.

El aumento de la violencia y la escalada de abusos contra los derechos humanos debilita el
gobierno y su actuacion, lo que afecta ya a mds de 1 millén y medio de personas en una situacién
de auténtica catdstrofe humanitaria.

Con esta Resolucion llamamos de nuevo la atencion de la comunidad internacional sobre este
drama. Pedimos a las partes involucradas un enfoque que permita la aplicacion de la ley, la lucha
contra esas organizaciones violentas y su conexion con actores politicos, la mejora del control de
las armas ilegales y, a la par, la inversion de recursos en proyectos socioecondmicos que generen
prosperidad.

Finalmente, insistimos en que se realicen elecciones transparentes, libres y justas de conformidad
con las normas internacionales.

3-336-0000
Nacho Sianchez Amor, autor. — Sefior presidente, este es un buen ejemplo de lo que podrian
llegar a ser las urgencias de derechos humanos en esta Cimara. Una llamada de atencién y no un
campo de batalla para estériles batallas partidistas. Nos arrojamos, a veces, las urgencias de
derechos humanos unos grupos a otros, y eso no ayuda mucho a la situacion que tratamos.



05-10-2022 154

Agradezco el tono de la negociacion, siempre constructivo, con el objetivo de poner a Haiti en la
agenda. Es un asunto del que se habla poquisimo porque en muchas partes del mundo algin pais
tiene bandas violentas. En Hait{ son las bandas las que tienen un pais: la sucesiva desaparicién de
las instituciones publicas y el vacio de poder ha empoderado a unas bandas que comenzaron al
servicio de las élites politicas y ahora tienen a estas élites a su servicio.

En Haiti hablar de crisis econdmica es un eufemismo. Es la pobreza mds absoluta, y no la
enmascaremos.

Por tanto, vacio de poder politico. Pobreza. Y las bandas dirigiendo el pais.

La tormenta perfecta. Al menos, creemos conciencia.

3-337-0000
Petras AuStrevi€ius, author. — Mr President, Mr Commissioner, dear colleagues, Haitians have
become hostages to widespread organised gang crime. Their future is determined by criminals
seeking only personal gain.

The deterioration of the humanitarian situation in the country is devastating. Insecurity and
lawlessness have taken over. The COVID pandemic, the economic crisis, the conspiracy against
the President and the earthquake are the road to the humanitarian abyss. All this coincides with a
crisis of governance and corruption that is deeply rooted in Haiti.

The main hostages of this situation are the Haitian people, who are deprived of jobs, security,
public services and even daily food. We as the European Union must provide at least minimum
guarantees for the physical security of the people, for their food security and access to medical
services. [ also call on the responsible EU institutions to focus on providing assistance to women
victims of violence and sexual abuse and on reducing illiteracy in Haiti.

3-338-0000
Caroline Roose, auteur. — Monsieur le Président, chers collegues, il y a un an et demi, notre
Parlement a adopté une résolution sur Haiti. Que s'est-il passé depuis? La situation s’est encore
aggravée. Assassinat du président Moise, séisme, violence, Haiti sombre tous les jours un peu plus
dans le chaos. Les meurtres, les viols, les enlevements sont quotidiens. La terreur régne a Port-au-
Prince. Les gangs contrdlent la capitale, agissent en complicité avec des politiciens corrompus. Le
gouvernement actuel opere sans aucune légitimité démocratique depuis des mois. Ces derniéres
semaines, les pénuries de carburant et d’eau potable ont provoqué des manifestations et des
émeutes.

Le pays s'effondre sous le regard de la communauté internationale. Quel prétexte va-t-on encore
invoquer pour justifier notre immobilisme? Les Etats-Unis jouent un double jeu, violent le droit
international en expulsant les Haitiens qui demandent l'asile. Les Haitiens et Haitiennes ne croient
plus aux promesses de la communauté internationale et je les comprends.

Je suis témoin depuis plusieurs mois de leurs efforts pour améliorer leur sort en dépit de toutes les
difficultés. Leur courage est immense. Nous ne devons pas les décevoir. Nous devons soutenir les
propositions de solution a la crise présentées dans le cadre de I'accord Montana, fruit du consensus
entre de nombreuses organisations de la société civile. Ecoutons la voix du peuple haitien, celles et
ceux qui demandent une transition de rupture.

3-339-0000
Marisa Matias, Autora. — Senhor Presidente, no Haiti vive-se uma situagdo social, politica e de
direitos humanos catastréfica, que se deteriorou ainda mais nos dltimos anos. O aumento
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alarmante da violéncia levou ao deslocamento de dezenas de milhares de familias em 4reas
urbanas e periurbanas da capital.

Devido a violéncia de gangues, milhares de pessoas tiveram de fugir de suas casas e estdo a ser
diretamente afetadas nas suas liberdades e no acesso a servi¢os basicos. Desde janeiro até ao final
de junho deste ano, ocorreram 934 assassinatos, 684 pessoas foram feridas e houve 680
sequestros em toda a capital.

Virios casos de repetidos estupros coletivos foram cometidos contra mulheres e meninas,
confirmando o uso sistemadtico da violéncia de género. A tudo isto junta-se a crise econémica e a
inflacdo galopante e junta-se, ainda, uma politica de deportacio em massa de migrantes e
refugiados haitianos por parte dos Estados Unidos ou detengdes arbitrarias e discriminatorias.

Nio podemos continuar a falhar ao povo no Haiti. Temos de ser ativamente solidarios e recusar
todas as formas de ingeréncia e de neocolonialismo. Precisamos de solucdes diplomaticas e de
garantir que os apoios e a ajuda social chegam a quem precisa e com transparéncia. Precisamos,
ainda, de apoiar todos aqueles que no pais resistem, incluindo sindicatos, organizag¢des de jovens e
de direitos humanos, organizagdes religiosas, e de apoiar a restaura¢do do poder e da legitimidade
das institui¢des publicas.

3-340-0000

Sean Kelly, thar ceann an Ghriipa PPE. — A Uachtardin, t4 cdrsai reatha i Hait{ imithe go huile agus
go hiomldn as smacht agus as ord. Nil fonn ar thuismitheoir{ a leanai a sheoladh ar scoil. T4
ganntanas fuinnimh agus uisce ghlain. Mar bharr ar an donas, ta na hospidéil, bainc agus siopai ag
streachailt chun a ndoirse a choimedd oscailte. Td an mhishocracht pholaitidil imithe in olcas 6
rinneadh feallmhart ar Uachtardn Héit{ anuraidh. Anuas air sin, td boilsciti de bheagnach 30% tar
éis an fhadhb a dhéanamh nios measa. Td dronganna coireachta i bhfeighil ar thuairim is 40% de
Port-au-Prince agus td siad ag maru na céadta Haitigh agus nil na péilini in ann smacht a chur ar
na dronganna. Impim ar tidards Hait{ maoirseacht aireach a dhéanamh ar thoghchdn ionraic agus
cothrom. Ni moér déibh ionracas daonlathach a chinntit agus crioch a chur leis bpolasai anorduil
seo.

3-341-0000
Hannes Heide, im Namen der S§D-Fraktion. — Herr Prisident, Herr Kommissar! Ich hitte mir nie
gedacht, dass ich als Osterreichischer Abgeordneter dreimal eine Rede zu einer Notlage der
Menschen in Haiti halten werde. Es ist allerdings absolut notwendig.

In den letzten Monaten hat sich die ohnehin ausweglos erscheinende Situation noch zu einem
dramatischen Hohepunkt gesteigert. Die haitianischen Behorden stehen der Dimension der
Bandenkriminalitit machtlos gegeniiber.

Allein heuer wurden im ersten Halbjahr etwa 800 Menschen getotet und 540 Menschen entfiihrt.
Die Leiterin eines Kinderheims in Port-au-Prince berichtet von 14-, 15-jahrigen Jungen, die mit
Maschinengewehren um den Hals bereit sind, jeden zu erschiefen.

Mehr als ein Drittel der Bevolkerung leidet unter Erndhrungsunsicherheit, rund 220 000 Kinder an
akuter Mangelernihrung.

Die Blockade des wichtigsten Olterminals der Hauptstadt fithrt zu Treibstoffengpissen, sodass
Krankenhduser die medizinische Grundversorgung auch fiir Schwangere und Kinder nicht mehr
aufrechterhalten konnen.
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Die Europdische Union muss wirksame Mafinahmen setzen: die Behorden mit Mitteln und
Knowhow ausstatten, um sie auch beim Aufbau von Rechtsstaat, Demokratie und Infrastruktur zu
unterstiitzen.

3-342-0000
Stéphane Bijoux, au nom du groupe Renew. — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire,
chaque jour qui passe, Haiti sombre un peu plus dans le chaos. Au mois de juillet, plus de 230
personnes a Port-au-Prince ont été tuées par des gangs ultraviolents. Méme les ONG sont
attaquées et les stocks d’aide humanitaire sont pillés par des bandits qui font régner la terreur.

En tant que président de la délégation parlementaire Cariforum, j'ai toujours travaillé pour que
I'Europe reste un partenaire fort et solidaire du peuple haitien. Mais I'extréme violence qui ravage
actuellement Haiti exige que le gouvernement haitien prenne des mesures pour la sécurité et
contre la corruption. Nous, ici, nous devons renforcer notre solidarité avec le peuple haitien.
L’Europe ne doit pas abandonner le peuple haitien, mais I'Europe doit aussi protéger les citoyens
européens de la région, les Antillais, les Guyanais qui sont aussi fortement impactés par les
conséquences migratoires de ce chaos.

3-343-0000
Ivan Vilibor Sin¢i¢ (NI). — Postovani predsjedavajudi, kolegice i kolege, na pocetku ¢u samo
konstatirati da, nazalost, ova rezolucija o Haitiju nema prijevod na hrvatski jezik pa da barem u
jeziku budemo ravnopravni.

Danas u Europskom parlamentu govori se o ljudskim pravima na Haitiju, u Mjanmaru i Etiopiji.
Hrvatsku su, naime, 2020. godine pogodila dva potresa. Dvije i pol godine prosle su od
zagrebackog potresa i gotovo dvije godine od potresa na Banovini. Do danasnjeg dana, Zagrebu,
Europska unija, hrvatska Vlada ili Grad Zagreb nisu obnovili niti jednu kucu.

Skupljajuéi dokumentaciju, ljudi su potrosili preko deset tisuca kuna ili preko tri hrvatske
minimalne plade. Do dana$njeg dana, na Banovini na trosak drzave, obnovljena je samo jedna
kuca. Europska unija i Vlada Republike Hrvatske nisu osigurali minimum za pocetak obnove.
Cijele obitelji spavaju po kontejnerima zimi i ljeti. Treu zimu Banovina (e spavati u ledenim
kontejnerima od 15 kvadrata. U njima spava petero, Sestero ljudi. U njima se kuha, pod uvjetom
da se ima §to kuhati, u njima djeca pisu zadacle.

O kakvim ljudskim pravima se usudujete danas govoriti kada se Hrvatska, ¢lanica Europske unije,
dvije i pol godine od razornih potresa gusi u rusevinama, bez osnovnih uvjeta za zivot.

3-344-0000
Krzysztof Hetman (PPE). — Panie Przewodniczacy! Migdzy 8 a 17 lipca w stolicy Haiti w wyniku
walk gangdéw zamordowano 209 oséb. To oznacza, ze co 68 minut gingt tam czlowiek. Prawie
polowa z nich to osoby, ktére nie mialy Zadnego powiazania z organizacjami przestgpczymi.
Dochodzi do porwan dla okupu, gwaltéw, napadéw z bronig w reku. Mieszkancy Haiti sg po
prostu calkowicie sterroryzowani. Jednoczesnie sg oni takze pozbawieni dostepu do pozywienia,
wody i lekéw. Spoteczno$¢ migdzynarodowa musi zareagowaé. Nalezy monitorowac sytuacje
humanitarng w kraju i zapewnié, ze pomoc bedzie docierala do najbardziej potrzebujacych.
Konieczne jest przywrocenie rzgdow prawa w Haiti i przeprowadzenie wolnych wyboréw. Nalezy
wspiera wszelkie wysitki zmierzajgce do tego celu.

Wreszcie musimy si¢ zastanowi¢ nad wsparciem dla Haiti w perspektywie dlugoterminowe;.
Okoto polowa obywateli kraju w wieku do 15 lat nie potrafi czytac ani pisaé. System edukacji
odzwierciedla nieréwnosci spoleczne. Niestety wielu miodych ludzi bez odpowiedniego
wyksztalcenia bieda i brak perspektyw mogg popychaé do dzialalnosci przestepczej. W ten
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sposob, jesli bedziemy inwestowaé w edukacje, bedziemy mogli naprawde zmieni¢ sytuacje w
tym kraju.

3-345-0000

Andrea Cozzolino (S&D). — Signor Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, Haiti ¢ in preda a una spirale
di violenza che non ha cessato di peggiorare sin dall'uccisione del Presidente Moise. L'instabilita
politica e le condizioni economiche e sociali, gravemente peggiorate dalla pandemia e dal violento
terremoto dell’'agosto 2021, fanno di Haiti in questo momento uno degli scenari di crisi piti gravi
per i diritti umani e sociali nel mondo.

Il paese ¢ in preda a una spirale di violenza, come hanno ricordato tanti colleghi, in cui si
intravedono preoccupanti legami tra criminalita, gruppi violenti e politica corrotta, impegnata in
una lotta incessante senza quartiere per il potere. Lo scorso anno sono avvenuti pit di 1 000
omicidi. La maggior parte della popolazione vive in condizioni di assoluta poverta.

La comunita internazionale ha adottato nei confronti di Haiti comportamenti altalenanti, con esiti
a volte disastrosi, a cominciare dai comportamenti ambigui degli stessi Stati Uniti. Per questo
motivo chiediamo all’Alto rappresentante e alla Commissione di intraprendere tutte le iniziative in
sede internazionale per rafforzare le istituzioni di Haiti, al fine di arrestare la spirale di violenza e
offrire una prospettiva meno sofferente al popolo di Haiti.

3-346-0000
Max Orville (Renew). — Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Commissaire, Haiti est confronté
depuis trop longtemps a de nombreux fléaux, tant climatiques que sanitaires. Outre la COVID, il y
a eu l'arrivée récente d’une recrudescence du choléra. A cela s’ajoutent l'insécurité et la corruption
qui sont les marqueurs avérés d’'une démocratie déliquescente.

L’'Union européenne accompagne Haiti, notamment avec le Fonds européen de développement,
pour réduire ces fléaux. Pourtant, la population reste soumise a I'insécurité et a la violence qui
dictent la vie de millions d’habitants apeurés, sans ressources et désormais sans espoir. La faillite
morale et matérielle des institutions haitiennes, gangrenées par la corruption et la mainmise des
gangs, empéche tout exercice de la démocratie.

L’heure est donc venue de faire un bilan sur la maniére dont sont utilisés les fonds européens.
Monsieur le commissaire, qu'envisagez-vous pour donner les moyens a 'Union européenne de
poursuivre une action humanitaire effective au bénéfice de la population et ainsi qu'Haiti
redevienne la perle des Antilles?

3-347-0000
Stanislav Pol¢ak (PPE). — Pane pfedsedajici, dovolte mi, abych tivodem vyjadtil své rozhofceni
nad tim, Ze pan kolega Sin¢i¢ si dovolil svoji minutu vénovat Chorvatsku, nikoli nouzi miliont lidi
na Haiti. Tolik vrazd, tolik nasili a zlo¢innych gangd, kterych jsme svédky na Haiti — jako by to
snad nemélo ani konce. Rada bezpe¢nosti OSN vyjadtila nadéji na zlepSeni soucasné humanitarni
krize na Haiti, ale situace se viibec nelepsi. Jako by ta situace zamrzla a k tomu se bohuzel navic
pfidal spor o mandat prozatimniho prezidenta. Je nepochybné, ze Evropska unie nemtiZe opustit
lidi v nouzi. Bavime se o tomto tématu uz poné€kolikdté jenom v tomto volebnim obdobi. Musime
pomdhat poskytnout nase zkusenosti, nase zdroje, nase know-how. Haiti si nepochybné zaslouzi
lepsi budoucnost.

3-348-0000
Spontane Wortmeldungen

3-349-0000
Clare Daly (The Left). — Mr President, Haiti is the site of the first and only successful slave
revolution in history. Haitians won their independence from France in 1804 and immediately
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abolished slavery, becoming the first place in the world to do so. It was also the first state to
outlaw racism in its constitution. Haiti was a beacon of light for the world, and it was punished for
it. It was punished over and over again by France, by the US, through a series of coups, invasions,
occupations, assassinations, through relentless meddling and crushing debt.

They were determined that this beacon of freedom would be extinguished because it presented a
bold challenge to the logic of capital and empire. But the Haitian people kept fighting through.
Theirs is a light that never goes out, and so it’s still being punished. The meddling goes on. If Haiti
is a mess — and it is — then Europe and the US are to blame. If we want to support the Haitian
people — and we should — we'll stand up to the US, the world’s bully, tell them to get out of Haiti
and get out of it ourselves.

3-350-0000
Juozas Olekas (S&D). — Gerbiamas Pirmininke, i§ tikryjy visi sutinkame, kad Haityje vyrauja
smurtas ir skurdas, jsivyravus gaujy valdziai, kurios oficialiai faktiskai valdo infrastruktiirg, turi
didziausig jtaka Salies sprendimams. Mes turime surasti jégy ir padéti paprastiems Haicio
zmonéms. Sveikinu Europos Komisijos skiriamus 17 mln. HaiCio paramai, taciau kreipiuosi i
komisarg, kad $i parama i§ tikryjy pasiekty tuos pacius silpniausius Zmones, kuriems ji yra
reikalinga, o ne uZstrigty kazkur gaujy ir korumpuotos valdzios koridoriuose. Nes $ioje situacijoje
labiausiai kencia silpniausi — moterys, vaikai, kurie dél to negauna maisto ir negauna medicininés
pagalbos, kencia badg ir skurdg. Manau, kad mes turime sutelkti savo pastangas suteikiant
humanitaring pagalbg, taip pat uztikrinant, kad jvykty teisingi ir skaidriis rinkimai ir kad galiausiai
i Haitj sugrjZty tvarka ir pasitikéjimas.

3-351-0000

Mick Wallace (The Left). — Mr President, Western imperialism has never stopped punishing Haiti
for the crime of being the first black majority nation to successfully carry out an anti-colonial
revolution, when they kicked out the French in 1804. Since then, the US and France have colluded
to kill at least five sitting presidents and engineered countless coups.

The reversal of the Aristide coup by the Haitian people was met with crushing neoliberal reforms
forced by the Clinton regime. A second coup against Aristide in ‘04 by the French and Americans
ushered in pro-West leadership that ensured no nation-building would be carried out, no
investment in infrastructure that might help Haiti to prepare for earthquakes and the ravages of
global warming.

The successful defiance of the Haitian people has been met with 200 years of imperialists
attempting to keep them on their knees and then shedding crocodile tears at the resulting
instability. I'd like to know, what right have we got to be interfering in this sovereign nation?

3-352-0000
(Ende der spontanen Wortmeldungen)

3-353-0000
Janusz Wojciechowski, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members of the
European Parliament, for over three weeks now social unrest and popular protests have continued
to affect the streets of Port-au-Prince, as well as several urban centres in the country.

While the initial aim of these protests was to show legitimate dissent against the decisions of the
government on domestic policies, the violence and the looting which have followed are largely the
work of armed gangs that have infiltrated the protests and taken advantage of the situation.
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Banks, schools, food depots, including the World Food Programme, Caritas and other NGOs have
been vandalised and looted in the course of these events. The violence has hampered relief and
humanitarian efforts in the response to the 2021 earthquake.

The European Union regrets that once more the principal victims of this violence are the most
vulnerable groups. The growing number of kidnappings and killings, often involving children,
either as victims or as perpetrators, and high rates of sexual and gender-based violence are signs of
the further degradation of human rights, democracy and the rule of law in the country.

What is happening reminds us that when political leaders in Haiti do not manage to offer reliable
solutions, armed gangs take control and it is the people who suffer the consequences. United
Nations Secretary-General Guterres has rightly highlighted that the current crisis requires drastic
measures, particularly when it comes to restoring security and the fight against armed gangs.

The Haitians cannot be left alone. The European Union is actively considering a contribution to
the European Union-administrated basket fund to strengthen the national police of Haiti.

Ultimately, however, a political solution must be found within Haiti and by the Haitians. It is high
time for the country’s political forces to show responsibility and put the well-being of the country
and its long-suffering people before their own factional interests. Otherwise, it is hard to see an
exit from the current crisis.

3-354-0000
Der Prisident. — Die Aussprache ist geschlossen.

Die Abstimmung findet am Donnerstag, 6. Oktober 2022, statt.

11.2. Die massive Beschneidung der Medienfreiheit in Myanmar, insbesondere
die Fille von Htet Htet Khine, Sithu Aung Myint und Nyein Nyein Aye

3-356-0000
Der Prisident. — Als nichster Punkt der Tagesordnung folgt die Aussprache iiber sechs
Entschlieffungsantrage zur massiven Beschneidung der Medienfreiheit in Myanmar, insbesondere
den Fillen von Htet Htet Khine, Sithu Aung Myint und Nyein Nyein Aye (2022/2857(RSP)).

3-357-0000
Lorant Vincze, author. — Mr President, the situation in Myanmar is getting worse by the day. The
military regime is doing everything possible to prevent the press from reporting on the atrocities
happening in the country.

Compared to our last October’s debate on Myanmar, the total number of people killed and
arrested has almost doubled. Journalism has become a very dangerous profession in Myanmar.
Media outlets are shut down and reports indicate serious violations of human rights, including
torture and other abuses. Ethnic and religious communities continue to the be subject of direct
attacks by the army and the media, so women, men and children are forced to flee to seek refuge.

We need a better and stronger international coordination on sanctions that directly targets the
military junta, in order to avoid the loss of innocent lives, to be sure that sanctions do not provoke
turther suffering on the populations and workers.

We must continue the support together with our regional partners of the National Unity
government in Myanmar to ensure a transition to democracy and a tolerant society, and to make
sure that everyone can enjoy their right of expression and belief without fear of persecution.
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3-358-0000
Karsten Lucke, Verfasser. — Herr Prisident! Die Washington Post hat sich die Unterzeile gegeben:
,Democracy Dies in Darkness“. Und das trifft es im Kern. Da, wo keine Meinung mehr gedufert
werden kann, und da, wo Journalisten nicht mehr offen arbeiten konnen, weil sie Angst haben
miissen, verhaftet zu werden, da konnen sich Menschen nicht mehr frei entfalten, da stirbt der
Pluralismus und damit die Demokratie und die freiheitliche Gesellschaft.

Das ist auch unser europdisches Kernanliegen heute mit dieser Entschliefung gegeniiber
Myanmar, wo es unhaltbare Zustinde bei der Presse- und Meinungsfreiheit gibt. Aber wir gehen
auch noch ein Stiick weiter. Man muss es sich auf der Zunge zergehen lassen: Reporterinnen und
Reporter konnen einfach verhaftet und ins Gefangnis gesteckt werden, weil Machthabern eine
Story nicht geféllt. Das ist unfassbar. Europa positioniert sich mit dieser Entschlieung
unmissverstandlich fur die Presse- und Meinungsfreiheit.

Wir fordern aber auch die sofortige Freilassung aller betroffenen Journalistinnen und Journalisten
und auch der Regierungschefin Aung San Suu Kyi und weiterer Betroffener. Gleichzeitig rufen wir
zu einer konzertierten internationalen Zusammenarbeit gegeniiber Myanmar auf, unter anderem
auch mit weiteren Sanktionen.

Wenn die Demokratie tatsichlich in der Dunkelheit stirbt, dann kéonnen und wollen und werden
wir das nicht akzeptieren und tolerieren.

3-359-0000
Georgios Kyrtsos, author. — Mr President, I took the initiative for a joint motion for a resolution
on the media freedom crackdown in Myanmar for three reasons. First, there is a constant
degradation of the situation in Myanmar, with the military dictatorship taking extreme measures
against the population, its political adversaries and journalists and media workers.

Second, after the Russian invasion of Ukraine, there has been a general tendency among
authoritarian regimes to strictly control the media and neutralise one way or the other all
dissenting voices. Third, there are also negative dynamics in the European Union concerning
media freedom. The situation is, of course, completely different in the democratic European
environment, but the negative trend provides an additional incentive to promote media freedom
and the protection of journalists and media workers all over the world.

I welcome the consensus achieved by all political groups on the matter and I expect that, along
with the strong political message we send, all the possible necessary measures will be taken in
order to assure the freedom and protect the lives of all those that have been jailed, tortured,
persecuted in Myanmar.

3-360-0000
Heidi Hautala, author. — Mr President, Commissioner, indeed the European Parliament calls for
the unconditional release of these three journalists and other political prisoners, including the
state leaders, in this resolution. But, very importantly, it places this question of the persecution of
the free media in the context of the military coup that has spread terror and killed civilians since 1
February 2021. Now is the time to bring the issue of Myanmar back to the international arenas,
because it has been largely forgotten.

We have seen that the people of Myanmar have united in an unprecedented way against the
military junta and its army. Indeed, now is the time when the democratic countries — including of
course the European Union at the spearhead — must give their unconditional and explicit support
to the democratic forces, as represented mainly by the National Unity Government.
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ASEAN, of course, is a big player in the region, but the five-point consensus that ASEAN adopted
in May 2021 has been a total failure. It has not been able to have an impact on the situation. One
of the reasons is that one of the parties to negotiate this consensus was the junta, and I very much
encourage the European Union to call for ASEAN to draft a new consensus on the Myanmar issue
towards peace and democracy. The National Unity Government should be recognised as a
legitimate partner to this negotiation.

Now we also have to see that the sanctions that we have in place are gradually strengthened, and
that there is proper international coordination of the sanctions with the United States and other
like-minded partners. Otherwise, we will be failing in our efforts.

3-361-0000
Anna Fotyga, author. — Mr President, Commissioner, since the military coup d’état in Myanmar of
1 February 2021, we see the accompanying crackdown on opposition leaders and even ordinary
activists, public figures, that are detained and also massive crackdown on media as well as
telecommunications. Also a variety of social media outlets are curbing the access to internet and
to uncensored information within Myanmar.

Four rounds of our sanctions and numerous resolutions of the European Parliament may be in
vain without strict international broader coordination with like-minded partners, in particular
transatlantic ones and countries like UK. Within the Global Press Freedom Index of Article 19,
Myanmar holds now the fifth lowest position among 180 in terms of media freedom.

We have to push and exert pressure for immediate release of detained journalists and for stopping
the violence.

3-362-0000
Miguel Urbdn Crespo, autor. — Sefior presidente, afio y medio después del golpe de Estado, la
situacién sigue siendo critica en Myanmar. Los mismos militares responsables del genocidio
rohinyd ahora siguen perpetrando abusos generalizados y sistematicos contra el pueblo birmano
y, por supuesto, intentan acallar a las y los periodistas que lo cuentan. Esto es posible gracias, en
parte, a la financiacién que la Junta Militar obtiene de su entramado empresarial.

Tenemos que reforzar las sanciones contra todas las empresas vinculadas a la Junta y eliminar la
excepcion que permite, por ejemplo, que cuando las empresas europeas salen del pais puedan
transferir sus acciones a la Junta, tal y como pasé con la salida de Total, que transfirié sus acciones
a una empresa controlada por los militares.

Ademds, hay que promover la congelacion de activos especificos y la prohibicién de las
transferencias financieras internacionales a los dos bancos estatales controlados por la Junta.

El apoyo incondicional a las fuerzas prodemocraticas debe pasar por reconocer al Gobierno de
unidad nacional, al que aprovecho la ocasion para solicitarle que exprese claramente su posiciéon
sobre el estatuto de los rohinyd y en particular, sobre su derecho a la ciudadania y al
reconocimiento como grupo étnico de Myanmar y su derecho a regresar al pais.

Una vez mds, el pueblo birmano nos estd dando un ejemplo de lucha y dignidad. No podemos
seguir limitdindonos a observar mientras lo masacran.

Hay que actuar.

3-363-0000
Stanislav Pol¢dk, za skupinu PPE. — Pane pfedsedajici, myanmarska vldda pokracuje v brutdlnim
potla¢ovani prav mirumilovnych lidi této krasné zemé. Omezuje pfistup na socidlni sité, zavira
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novinafe, brutdlné potlacuje demonstrace, vlastné to, co se dlouhd 1éta zjevné u&i v Cing, to také
praktikuje ve své zemi. Jsme svédky toho, kdy novinafi jsou odsuzovéni — a ted budu citovat: ,za
Sifeni strachu ve své zemi, za fake news a agitaci proti stitnimu ziizeni.“ Myslim, Ze musime toto
jednani vojenské junty darazné odsoudit. Také dirazné odsoudit veskeré nésili a odsuzovani
politickych véziifi. Chci zminit i vyslovné pani Su Tij, kterd vyhréla posledni volby. Myslim si, Ze
musime prohloubit nasi spoluprici s regiondlnimi partnery proto, abychom dokazali vyvolat
spole¢ny tlak na myanmarskou vojenskou juntu.

3-364-0000 ;
PREDSEDA: MICHAL SIMECKA
podpredseda

3-365-0000
Marianne Vind, for S§D-Gruppen. — Hr. Formand! Siden juntaen i Myanmar overtog magten i
februar 2021, har der varet et stigende antal angreb og drab pa civile, pa religigse minoriteter, pa
fredelige demokratiske demonstranter, pd menneskerettighedsforkeempere og journalister. Listen
er lang, og det er forferdelig leesning. Juntaen kamper voldeligt imod enhver form for modstand
og fortsatter med at underminere pressefriheden. Det er uacceptabelt. Pressefrihed er afgerende
for det frie og demokratiske samfund. Journalister ma ikke behandles som kriminelle og skal ikke
frygte for deres liv, bare fordi de udferer deres arbejde. Det er afgarende, at vi i EU ger alt, hvad der
star i vores magt for at standse de systematiske menneskerettighedskraenkelser, der finder sted i
Myanmar. Jeg opfordrer kraftigt til, at EU styrker sanktionerne mod Myanmars junta. Det
demokratiske valg for 2020 md og skal respekteres.

3-366-0000
Svenja Hahn, on behalf of the Renew Group. — Mr President, colleagues, today we once again want
to be a voice for the democracy activists, human rights activists, journalists and so many more
that are oppressed by the Tatmadaw.

Human rights and democracy in Myanmar have eroded in a landslide since the military coup. In
fact, Myanmar is now the world’s second largest jailer of journalists. This is seriously a list you
don’t want to be so high on.

Colleagues, the conflict of our time is autocracy versus democracy. The autocrats and despots of
the world terrorise and murder in their fear of freedom and democracy. And that is why, to be
very frank, it's so unbearable to me that the Commission has done so little to support Myanmar. In
fact, we're discussing it the fourth time, and Mr Borrell is not even here for the fourth time.

But, nevertheless, 'm going to call on the Commission for a fourth time — hopefully the last time —
to ensure that none of the military companies are benefiting from the preferential access to our
single market. Suspend the trade benefits because as the European Union, we must live up to our
responsibilities as an economic and democratic power.

We need to stay strong and united by the side of freedom and democracy in Europe and the world.

3-367-0000
Fabio Massimo Castaldo (NI). — Mr President, Commissioner, dear colleagues, ‘the only security
of all is in a free press’. These were the words of Thomas Jefferson, and they are more appropriate
than ever to describe the appalling situation in Myanmar. Indeed, abolishing media freedom the
military junta has razed whatever level of security for the people of Myanmar, granting itself
liberty and impunity for committing barbarian acts such as those described in the resolution
presented today.
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What is even more impressive, yet very far from surprising, is that this brutal junta enjoys support
from those authoritarian states we constantly criticise from this House, namely Russia and China,
who are blocking every action potentially taken by the UN Security Council.

From this House, we must be absolutely firm in condemning the behaviour of the Tatmadaw and
those who stand on their side. We should suspend the preferential status for commerce and every
privilege they have and encourage the EU delegation and the diplomatic missions of the Member
States to offer all practical support to those who risk their lives every day.

We call for an immediate arms embargo on Myanmar. The people of Myanmar have been forced
to silence. We must be their spokespersons. Otherwise, also our freedom will result void and
useless.

3-368-0000
Jordi Caiias (Renew). — Sefior presidente, sefior comisario, la dramadtica situaciéon de los
periodistas en Myanmar no es mds que el reflejo de la sistemadtica violacion de los derechos
humanos en este pais. Torturas, asesinatos, desapariciones.

Ante esto, ¢qué hacemos, aparte de resoluciones y bla, bla, bla? ;Qué podemos hacer? ;Qué
instrumento tenemos para impulsar y, yo dirfa, forzar a este gobierno dictatorial a asumir sus
compromisos en materia de respeto de los derechos humanos?

Tenemos un instrumento: «Todo menos armas». ;Les suena? «Todo menos armas». ;A cambio de
qué? Del respeto de los derechos humanos fundamentales. Entonces, teniendo este instrumento,
¢por qué no lo utilizamos? Esa es la pregunta: jpor qué no utilizamos ese instrumento para forzar
a ese gobierno a respetar las normas minima de derechos humanos?

Conseguir este esquema y formar parte de «Todo menos armas» tiene una condicion. Y si la
condicién no se cumple podemos hacer una cosa, y no solo podemos, sino que debemos:
suspenderlo.

3-369-0000
Vystiipenia podla postupu prihldsenia o slovo zdvihnutim ruky

3-370-0000
Clare Daly (The Left). — Mr President, the situation in Myanmar is appalling. Mass arrests,
detention of critics, beatings and deaths in custody, the use of the death penalty — all indefensible —
and, in particular, attacks on freedom of expression, with journalists and activists charged with
incitement and sedition for criticising the military; with the crime of causing fear and spreading
fake news. This is an abomination, and we are right to condemn them, but they also hold up a
mirror for us to see ourselves.

This Parliament voted in March for the Kalniete report, which calls for the use of sanctions against
so-called disinformation, including targeted individuals. We had calls this morning for
sanctioning journalists, and even musicians. This report was against the advice we heard from
expert lawyers, who made clear that sanctions have too low a burden of proof, no trial, no
defence, no due process, no way to appeal and none of the rights to a normal defence. This has a
chilling effect on freedom of expression.

So see Myanmar and learn the lessons. Policing political speech is incompatible with democratic
freedoms. The idea of using sanctions to combat disinformation disgraces us. It should be
abandoned.
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3-371-0000
(Ukoncenie vystiipeni podla postupu prihldsenia o slovo zdvihnutim ruky)

3-372-0000

Janusz Wojciechowski, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members of the
European Parliament, the European Union maintains its efforts to ensure the gross violence of
human rights in Myanmar remain high on the agenda of the international community.

Shrinking media freedom is, amongst others, an issue of serious concern given the systematic and
sustained crackdown on journalists since the coup. Nyein Nyein Aye and Htet Htet Khine were
the 24th and 25th journalists to receive a prison sentence. This sentencings have the potential to
deter other journalists and bloggers and this is another step towards restricting media freedom
and freedom of expression in Myanmar.

To date, 67 journalists have been imprisoned in Myanmar, according to the Reporters Sans
Frontiéres Press Freedom Index. Other sources, such as Detained Journalists Information
Myanmar mention 142 journalists.

This said, the regime has also targeted civil society organisations and human rights activities.
Many have had to flee or have seen their bank accounts frozen and office offices raided. Overall,
the situation on human rights in Myanmar is in freefall since the coup. However, the recent
executions of the four civil society activists in August and the further verdicts against former state
counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, as well as three former ministers, are further signs of the escalation
of violence and the deterioration of the situation in Myanmar since the coup.

The European Union has stepped up its diplomatic engagement with key regional countries and
organisations — for example ASEAN and the United Nations — and continued supporting ASEAN’s
Five Points consensus. However, we are concerned about the lack of progress in working towards
a solution to the crisis in Myanmar.

At the multilateral level, in coordination with like-minded partners, we regularly present
resolutions at the UN Human Rights Council and the UN G8 Committee.

Following the recent executions, which constitute another escalation of violence in Myanmar, we
stepped up monitoring the situation together with the European Union and the Member States,
and are maintaining our sanctions regime under constant review.

We will continue to support Myanmar human rights activities, journalists and civil society, as we
do worldwide. As a fundamental principle of the European Union, we hear from those activists
and opponents that consider our support important — be it public statements, financial support or
meeting with them. It all matters.

We will keep monitoring developments in Myanmar, calling the authorities to account when they
do not respect fundamental rights.

3-373-0000
Predsedajiici. — Rozprava sa tymto skoncila a hlasovanie k tomuto bodu sa uskutoéni zajtra.

12. ZlozZenie vyborov a delegicii

3-375-0000
President. — The EPP group has notified the President of a decision relating to changes to
appointments within a committee.
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This decision will be set out in the minutes of today’s sitting and shall take effect on the date of this
announcement.

13. Debates on cases of breaches of human rights, democracy and
the rule of law (continuation of debate)

13.1. The recent humanitarian and human rights situation in Tigray, Ethiopia,
notably that of children

3-378-0000
Predsedajdci. — Dalsim bodom programu je rozprava o $iestich ndvrhoch uznesenia na tému
Neddvna humanitdrna situdcia a situdcia v oblasti Tudskych prav v etibpskom Tigraji, najma
situdcia deti (2022/2858(RSP)).

3-379-0000
Michaela Sojdrovi, author. — Mr President, Commissioner, dear colleagues, on behalf of the EPP
Group author, Zeljana Zovko, let me thank all the co-rapporteurs for their cooperation.

The civil war in Ethiopia between the Federal Government and the Tigray People’s Liberation
Front has been going on for two years. The recent deterioration of human rights is of utmost
concern. On 24 August, the truce was broken and hostilities in the region culminated. As a result,
one of the federal air raids hit a kindergarten in Mekelle, killing several children. We want to
emphasise the alarming situation of children. One out of three Tigrayan children under the age of
five is malnourished. We are shocked by news about the killing of children based on ethnicity. We
are concerned about children being used as child soldiers. These actions constitute war crimes and
crimes against humanity. We should act.

We call on the Commission to step up its effort to ensure the safety of children. Besides the danger
of war, Ethiopia is expecting the worst drought, and millions of people will suffer from hunger,
including children. That's why we call for an immediate ceasefire and condemn the invasion of
Eritrean forces into the region of Tigray.

This week, a promising step might be the peace talks between Ethiopia and Tigray leaders in South
Africa. Parliament welcomes the renewal of the mandate of Olusegun Obasanjo as the African
Union’s High Representative for the Horn of Africa. His role is crucial for facilitating peace talks.

Parliament urges the EU and its Member States to request the UN Security Council to hold regular
public meetings on Ethiopia, to ensure humanitarian aid access, and to protect civilians. Dear
colleagues, thank you for your support on this resolution.

3-380-0000
Maria Arena, auteur. — Monsieur le Président, nous condamnons avec force la reprise des combats,
le 24 aott dernier, entre les forces gouvernementales éthiopiennes et le TPLF dans la région du
Tigré. Apreés cinq mois de tréve, la guerre civile en Ethiopie a repris. Le conflit dure depuis plus de
deux ans déja et il a causé la mort de milliers de personnes et le déplacement de millions d’autres a
l'intérieur du pays. Les populations civiles, et plus particulierement les femmes et les enfants du
Tigré, de 'Amhara et de 'Afar, sont les principales victimes de ce conflit.

Les annonces du gouvernement éthiopien relatives a I'ouverture d’'un passage pour les convois
humanitaires doivent étre concrétisées et renforcées, a 'heure ou plus de 5 millions de personnes
n'ont plus acces aux services de base, pas plus qu'aux soins de santé ou aux médicaments.
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Les experts des Nations unies ont, dans un rapport d’abus, fait état de violations des droits de
'homme commises par toutes les parties au conflit, lesquelles pourraient étre qualifiées de crimes
de guerre et de crimes contre 'humanité. Ces violations doivent immédiatement cesser. Dans les
deux camps les auteurs de ces crimes doivent étre tenus responsables de leurs actes, par la mise en
place de mécanismes d’enquéte et de justice indépendants.

L’'Union européenne doit soutenir avec force les efforts de 'Union africaine pour 'ouverture des
négociations de paix et saluer I'engagement du gouvernement éthiopien, qui a déja accepté cette
invitation. Le TPLF doit lui aussi s'engager dans ces négociations, qui sont fondamentales: elles
doivent conduire, a trés court terme, a une nouvelle tréve, qui ouvre l'accés aux convois
humanitaires et le renforce, en soutien a toutes les populations. Mais elles sont également
nécessaires a linstauration d’'un dialogue inclusif, qui doit pouvoir conduire a une solution
politique durable a ce conflit.

3-381-0000
Jan-Christoph Oetjen, Verfasser. — Herr Prasident, verehrte Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Seit iiber
zwei Jahren schwelt der Konflikt in Athiopien, insbesondere in Tigray, und hat auch auf die
Nachbarregionen iibergegriffen. Aber es gibt Licht am Ende des Tunnels, denn die beiden
Kriegsparteien haben sich darauf geeinigt, dass sie endlich Friedensgespriche fithren wollen,
Friedensgespriche, die in Siidafrika aufgenommen werden. Wir konnen als Europdisches
Parlament nur unterstiitzen, dass diese Friedensgespriche auch zu einem wirklichen Ergebnis
fithren.

Denn das Ergebnis von zwei Jahren Krieg in Tigray und den angrenzenden Regionen ist
verheerend fir die Bevolkerung. Es sind die Schwichsten, die am stirksten darunter leiden,
insbesondere Kinder. In einer Situation, in der der Krieg dazu gefiihrt hat, dass humanitire Hilfe
nicht ausgeliefert werden konnte, leiden Kinder am stirksten. Kinder werden missbraucht als
Kindersoldaten, um in diesem Krieg zu kdmpfen, als Jugendliche, als Kleine mit der Waffe in der
Hand. Es ist eine schreckliche Vorstellung, dass so etwas zugelassen wird.

Frauen werden systematisch vergewaltigt, und sexuelle Gewalt wird als Kriegswaffe eingesetzt —
etwas, was wir nicht dulden diirfen. Und wir miissen hier klar sagen: Das sind Kriegsverbrechen,
das sind Verbrechen gegen die Menschheit, die auf jeden Fall geahndet werden miissen. Deswegen
ist es sehr, sehr wichtig, dass wir hier in dieser Entschlieung auch deutlich machen, dass eben
diese Kriegsverbrechen aufgearbeitet werden miissen. Es ist richtig, dass jetzt ein Friedensprozess
auf den Weg gebracht wird. Aber zu jedem Friedensprozess muss auch gehoren, dass diejenigen,
die sich auf beiden Seiten des Konfliktes menschenverachtend verhalten haben, auch zur
Rechenschaft gezogen werden. Und wir wiinschen den Athiopierinnen und Athiopiern, dass sie
diesen Weg als ein Land gemeinsam gehen konnen.

3-382-0000
Katrin Langensiepen, Verfasserin. — Herr Prasident, sehr geehrte Kommissarinnen und Komissare,
werte Gaste da oben auf dem Podium! Zuerst, wie gesagt, die gute Nachricht: Es gibt Licht am
Ende des Tunnels. Es soll Friedensgespriche geben, die wohl am 8. Oktober stattfinden werden
und die, so meine Hoffnung, der Auftakt fiir einen Dialog sein werden, an dessen Ende ein
nachhaltiger Frieden im Land zum Wohle aller Biirgerinnen und Biirger steht. Auch wenn
natiirlich die Verantwortung fiir den Prozess und den Erfolg in den Handen unserer afrikanischen
Partnerinnen und Partner liegt, bleibt richtig und wichtig, die Situation in Athiopien immer wieder
im Auge zu behalten — gerade auch in den Momenten, in denen die européische Aufmerksamkeit
zuvorderst auf die Union selber und auf einen anderen Krieg im Osten des Kontinents gerichtet ist.
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Die vorliegende Entschlieffung greift natiirlich viele Punkte, die auch schon in den letzten
Entschlieungen angesprochen wurden, auf. Der Fokus auf das Wohlergehen von Kindern bleibt
aber natiirlich mehr als richtig. Denn sie sind in hohem Mafe die Leidtragenden und Opfer.

Fakt bleibt auch, dass dieser Krieg auf medialem Weg gefiihrt wird, um Deutungshoheit tiber die
Entwicklungen zu erlangen. Gerade deswegen ist es gut, dass wir am Ende auf einen
ausbalancierten Text schauen konnen, der alle Parteien dieses Krieges angemessen adressiert und
entsprechend verurteilt.

Die Rekrutierung von Kindern als Soldaten ist und bleibt ein Kriegsverbrechen. Kriegsverbrechen
gegen Frauen und Kinder als mittlerweile giangige Mittel sind und bleiben verachtenswert. Die
Unterstiitzung von Notfall-Rehazentren fiir Frauen und Kinder, einschlieGlich der Kinder, die nach
einer Vergewaltigung geboren wurden, ist das Mindeste, was Europa leisten muss.

Die schweren Fille geschlechtsspezifischer Gewalt, die von allen Krieg fithrenden Parteien
begangen wurden, miissen vollstindig aufgeklirt werden. Auch deswegen muss das Mandat der
UN-Kommission von Menschenrechtssachverstindigen verlingert werden, und zwar ohne
zeitliche und geografische Begrenzung. Auflerdem zeigt die Praxis, dass es nicht nur darum gehen
kann, Hilfsgelder zu suspendieren, sondern die Kommission muss ihre Begrenzung der
Budgethilfe iiberdenken, um die Durchfihrung von Entwicklungsprojekten aufSerhalb der
Konfliktzone weiterhin zu ermaoglichen. Auch davon hingt der Erfolg eines nachhaltigen Friedens
im Lande und in der Region ab, eines Friedens, den wir uns alle so instindig wiinschen.

3-383-0000
Mick Wallace, author. — Mr President, in Tigray, as in every war, it would appear that all sides have
reasons to distort the truth as to what’s happening on the ground. We've had conflicting narratives
about the break-out of the war, denials of Eritrean involvement. We've had the Ethiopian
ambassador come before our committee and tell us that the European government were doing
everything in their power to facilitate aid to Tigray, when we knew it wasn'’t true.

What is clear is that one of the worst humanitarian crises on earth is unfolding in Ethiopia because
of the war. Yet, sadly, we couldn’t get agreement from the main groups here for action on
humanitarian visas for those at risk. Nor would they agree to an arms embargo on weapons to
Ethiopia and Eritrea. Why?

What they could agree on was calls for sanctions on an area where millions are facing starvation.
Sanctions that will hit the poorest and the weakest on both sides the most, as usual. It is good that
we do agree on the need to work for peace and to call for peace. And it’s a pity that we don't call
for peace in Ukraine as well.

3-384-0000
Stanislav Pol¢dk, za skupinu PPE. — Pane piedsedajici, tyto etnické spory, jichz jsme svédky v
Etiopii, ukazuji historické kiivdy, historické napéti, ale ukazuji také, jak decimuji celou zemi a
region a prohlubuji souc¢asnou humanitdrni a potravinovou krizi v dané oblasti. Ahmarové jsou v
regionech, jako je Oromia, teréem opakovanych utokd, kdy jsme svédky desetitisicti vrazd,
statisicti, dokonce miliont vyhnanych. Na jedné strané vidime vrazdy déti a na druhé strané
vidime déti, které jsou povoldvany do zbrané. To jsou naprosto hrizostrasné piipady, které jsou
pachdny zejména Oromskou osvobozeneckou armddou. Je dtlezité, abychom tyto vale¢né
zlo¢iny pojmenovali, abychom zlociny proti lidskosti jednoznaéné odsoudili a v§echny pachatele
volali k odpovédnosti. Nezistanou nikde schovani, budou volani k odpovédnosti a obétem bude
piisluset p¥islusnd spravedlnost.
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3-385-0000
Carlos Zorrinho, em nome do Grupo S&D. — Senhor Presidente, Senhor Comissdrio, inocentes na
situacdo humanitaria que se vive no Tigré e EtiOpia, s6 mesmo as vitimas.

Uma situacdo que ndo se resume aquela regido, tendo em conta que o conflito se tem vindo a
alastrar e a criar bolsas de risco humanitirio e de direitos em toda a Etiopia. Lamento,
profundamente, que em final de agosto o cessar-fogo tenha sido quebrado. As consequéncias
humanitarias da quebra do cessar-fogo estio a vista nos nimeros brutais que vdo sendo
divulgados pelas agéncias internacionais e, em particular, pelos relatérios das Nagdes Unidas.

Os crimes de guerra tém que ser denunciados, julgados e punidos a luz do Direito Internacional.
Apelo a um cessar-fogo permanente. £ fundamental que a comunidade internacional incentive o
didlogo para a paz que decorre sob os auspicios da Unido Africana. E fundamental que, em
particular, todos os esfor¢os sejam feitos para proteger as criancas dos riscos de violéncia e
separagdo das suas familias.

Enquanto Unido Europeia, o nosso lugar é ao lado do povo etiope, na procura de uma solucdo
pacifica para o conflito.

3-386-0000
Maria Soraya Rodriguez Ramos, en nombre del Grupo Renew. — Seflor presidente, este Parlamento
estuvo hace dos semanas en Etiopia y pudimos efectivamente constatar la terrible situacion que la
guerra del norte ha provocado en este pais.

No solamente Tigré, sino Afar, Amhara tienen una situacion donde mds de 20 millones de
personas necesitan ayuda humanitaria, una ayuda que no llega porque ha sido utilizada como un
arma de guerra.

También la violencia contra las mujeres. Si, pero permitanme que les diga que es una especial
violencia. Hay objetos lacerantes que se introducen en la vagina de las mujeres para causar un
dafio permanente y causar la infertilidad del enemigo. Terrible.

Pero Etiopia tiene 110 millones de habitantes. La Union Europea ha acortado su ayuda al
desarrollo, su apoyo presupuestario, para, efectivamente, condicionar lo que estd sucediendo ahi
con la violacién de los derechos humanos.

Pero tenemos que saber que el 40 % del presupuesto de educacién en Etiopia son fondos
comunitarios y en el ministerio de Salud representa también un 40 %.

En un pais de 110 millones de personas, hay una situacién de extrema gravedad, sobre todo entre
las nifias que, si no van al colegio, tendran posiblemente un 90 % de posibilidades de ser
mutiladas.

Muchas gracias.

Hay que hacer un esfuerzo por la paz.

3-387-0000
Malte Gallée, on behalf of the Verts/ ALE Group. — Mr President, just some days ago, I asked on my
social media whether people knew about what is going on in Tigray in northern Ethiopia. I think
like 83% answered that they had no clue at all what is going on there. I think this is really
important that we talk about this today again.
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What is going on there? I think it's one of the biggest humanitarian crisis on this planet at the
moment. There are some experts who talk about 500 000 deaths in the last two years already due
to the war, but also because of famine and stuff like this. The Tigray region is completely isolated,
like there’s no way to get humanitarian aid there. There are reports of rape, of torture, of children
being recruited for the army, and I think we cannot watch this.

But the conflict parties had already declared a ceasefire. So a ceasefire is possible, and I think this is
something we really have to push for also as the European Union — push for a ceasefire for all the
parties and also offer all the support to the African Union for the peace talks.

3-388-0000
Patricia Chagnon, au nom du groupe ID. — Monsieur le Président, chers collegues, crise apres crise,
guerre apres guerre, nous sommes témoins de la misere humaine et de la souffrance d’autrui. Alors
que le nombre des personnes déplacées ne cesse d’étre alimenté par de nouveaux conlflits et que les
trafiquants continuent a profiter financierement de la miseére humaine en faisant miroiter un
eldorado européen et en organisant des filieres lucratives d’émigration, nous savons que, pour la
trés grande majorité, le réve européen ne se réalisera jamais et qu'il se termine régulierement en
cauchemar.

Une fois en Europe, les exilés se retrouvent souvent a vivre dans des conditions déplorables et
inhumaines, sans travail, sans perspective d’avenir et totalement déracinés. Alors que nous
sommes confrontés a la guerre au Tigré et aux ravages de cette guerre sur des enfants, force est de
constater que les politiques de gestion des crises d’hier doivent étre réécrites pour faire face aux
crises d’aujourd’hui.

La construction de villes d’accueil —les «Asilia», comme les appelait Pacasse — pres des zones
touchées permettrait un déploiement rapide et efficace des moyens de secours aux populations. La
santé, I'école et la formation des adultes y seraient prioritaires. La vie quotidienne dans une ville
Asilia, gérée dans le cadre de partenariats internationaux, offrirait a tous la possibilité d’anticiper
lavenir: en préparant, pour la grande majorité, le retour sur les terres de leurs ancétres; en
formulant, pour d’autres, une demande d’asile ailleurs.

Alors que le nombre d’enfants déplacés et se trouvant sur la route de I'immigration fait froid dans
le dos, le funeste pacte dimmigration et d’asile, que la Commission a présenté au mois de
septembre 2021, fait justement de I'immigration vers I'Union européenne le cceur de son projet.
Mais quelle erreur! Force est de constater que la solution des crises sur le continent africain ne se
trouve pas en Europe, elle se trouve en Afrique. Une gestion de proximité intracontinentale ou
intrarégionale permettrait d’éviter aux familles et aux enfants des traumatismes inutiles et les
préserverait des dangers liés a I'émigration, qui dépend souvent de réseaux mafieux.

Cette effroyable crise au Tigré offre a I'Union européenne l'occasion de rompre avec sa
sacralisation de I'émigration vers la distante Union européenne en mettant la proximité au coeur
d’un projet politique d’aide aux populations.

3-389-0000

Fabio Massimo Castaldo (NI). — Mr President, Commissioner, dear colleagues, in less than a
month, the conflict in Ethiopia will enter its third year. Thousands of people have lost their lives
and children and women, as usual, are the first victims. We have discussed this topic dozens of
times, and I believe it is time to scale up our efforts, acting in three main ways.

In the immediate term, we must guarantee humanitarian support to those in need, making sure
that this aid reaches the local population. Then we must exploit this momentum, which seems
favourable for the reopening negotiations. Indeed, our Union should provide all diplomatic
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support to the African Union without the intention to guide the process but assisting the
negotiators in finding African solutions for two African problems.

And afterwards, in the medium term, we need to be on the forefront for ensuring that any peace
agreement can last, providing financial and practical expertise for the retrieval of weapons that are
currently in possession of combatants, especially civilians forced to embrace the arms.

Our African counterparts have created an ambitious agenda for silencing the guns. Let us show
that we are on their side, not only when tragedies happen, but every day until the guns will leave
space for real human development.

3-390-0000
Udo Bullmann (S&D). — Herr Prisident, Herr Kommissar, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Die
Menschen am Horn von Afrika brauchen alles, aber nicht diesen Krieg. Wir haben die Zahlen
gehort. Tausende Tote sind zu beklagen, mehr als zwei Millionen Menschen haben ihre Heimat
verloren. Uber eine Million Kinder kénnen nicht in die Schule gehen, werden zwangsweise zu
Soldatinnen und Soldaten gemacht, haben ihre Eltern verloren. Es wird vergewaltigt, Menschen
leiden, insbesondere Frauen und Kinder.

Es handelt sich um klare Verst6f3e gegen die Menschenrechte, die geahndet werden miissen. Und
es muss daftir gesorgt werden, dass eine der schwersten Hungerkatastrophen dieser Welt gestoppt
wird. Wir brauchen Frieden, der Krieg muss ein Ende finden. Und ja, die Europidische Kommission
muss eine globale Kommission werden, so wie am Anfang dieses Mandats angekiindigt, den
Vereinten Nationen helfen, der Afrikanischen Union helfen, ihre Rolle wahrzunehmen. Wir
miissen ein Faktor des Friedens und der Stabilitdt werden.

3-391-0000
Samira Rafaela (Renew). — Mr President, (off-mic) ... Ethiopia, and it was terrible, terrible to see
how women are being used as a weapon of war. You often hear about it, but now we could really
hear about it, see it, and we could really speak to these women. And the situation is so bad. And
often we see in war and in conflict that women and girls are being used as a weapon of war. And
this is why this situation needs to stop right away. And it’s very important that the European
Union assist and help also the women that are in danger. Their lives are at stake and we need to
make sure how we can offer them essential services, how we can make sure that they have access
to contraception and SOHR because their lives are at risk and this is about the perspective of many
women living in Ethiopia.

So please make sure that we have services available, that we have assistance available, so that we
have shelters for these vulnerable women and so that we have access to health care for these
women. This is where we can now right away help women and girls in danger in Ethiopia. And
this is what it really needs to be about right now, because this is about a future generation that will
grow up with so many traumas, with so many problems. And I just hope that the European Union
can assist in it right away.

3-392-0000
Vystilpenia podla postupu prihldsenia o slovo zdvihnutim ruky

3-393-0000
Juozas Olekas (S&D). — Gerbiamas Pirmininke, prie$ dvi savaites su AFET komiteto kolegomis
lankémeés Etiopijoje ir savo akimis gal¢jome jsitikinti, kokia trapi ir jkaitusi situacija yra Sioje
Salyje, ypatingai Tigréjaus, Afarijos ir Amharos regionuose. Kolegos minéjo apie ta prievartavima,
bada, skurdy, sugriautg infrastruktfira, mokyklas, ligonines ir negal¢jima pavalgyti, lankyti
mokyklos, ypa¢ vaikams, apie vaiky jtraukimg i karinj konflikta. Tai kg galime padaryti, kad
sustabdytume S$ig situacijg ir ja pakeistume? Pirma, turime tiesiogiai kalbédami su Etiopijos
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vadovybe, taip pat su Afrikos Sajunga, padaryti viska, kad pasibaigty kariné intervencija is iSorés.
Antra, kad Etiopijos konfliktuojancios 3alys rasty biida susésti ir deryby keliu i$spresti konflikt. Ir
trecia, kad humanitariné pagalba, kurig mes teikiame, pasiekty tuos, kuriems jos labiausiai reikia,
tai yra vaikus ir moteris. Ir ketvirta, kad tie, kurie atsakingi uz karo nusikaltimus, blity nubausti.

3-394-0000
Clare Daly (The Left). — Mr President, this is undoubtedly a human catastrophe of proportions
that we don’t actually really know. Thirteen million people, at least, in need of humanitarian
assistance in northern Ethiopia, according to the World Food Programme. Estimates of maybe
100 000 through direct killings; deaths from hunger — maybe 200 000; maybe half a million from
lack of healthcare.

But what we do know is that the Tigray region is witnessing a complete weaponisation by the
Ethiopian Government of all basic services such as water, electricity, communication, and even
access to bank accounts. This is collective punishment. We know that for two years the region has
been under siege by the Ethiopian army, aligned with the Eritrean forces to settle scores against the
Tigrayans, who in their time were pretty violent themselves as well.

But it’s the ordinary people of Tigray, Afar and Amhara who are bearing the brunt of this military
engagement. [ agree with colleagues that now the entire Ethiopian population is affected. We must
concentrate on a peace agreement, the ceasefire and the restoration of living conditions in the
affected areas in this noble country that was never fully colonised.

3-395-0000
(Ukoncenie vystiipeni podla postupu prihldsenia o slovo zdvihnutim ruky)

3-396-0000
Janusz Wojciechowski, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members of the
European Parliament, thank you for bringing the situation in Ethiopia back to the agenda. The
situation in Tigray is one of the worst man-made humanitarian crises in the world. According the
World Food Programme 13 million people across the Tigray, Afar and Amhara regions are in
need of food assistance as a direct result of the conflict. At the same time, Ethiopia is experiencing
the most severe drought recorded since 1981, leaving an estimated 7.4 million people facing
grave food insecurity.

The European Union has so far allocated around EUR 66 million in humanitarian aid to Ethiopia
in 2022. The resumption of fighting severely hampers even more humanitarian aid delivery in
northern Ethiopia. The supply of humanitarian commodities and fuel, as well as cash availability
and public services, are still totally blocked for Tigray and greatly impeded in all affected areas in
Ambhara and Afar.

Humanitarian organisations had to suspend their operations and withdraw some staff from
conflict-affected areas. This is a serious blow to humanitarian operations and to millions of highly
vulnerable people in Tigray, Afar and Amhara that depend on humanitarian aid for their survival.

There is only one solution to improve this situation, and this solution is political, not military.
This is why the European Union calls on all warring parties to stop fighting and engage in
negotiations. We cannot impose from the outside and we will continue engaging with like-
minded partners to support an African solution to this African crisis so as to prevent further
human suffering and further regionalisation of the conflict.

The European Union recalls that granting unhindered access to humanitarian organisations so
that they can reach all people in need, in line with the principles of impartiality, neutrality and
independence is an obligation under international humanitarian law. It is not an option. It is an
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obligation. So it is the duty of all parties to the conflict to ensure the safety and security of
civilians, humanitarian workers and humanitarian assets, notably by strict application of the
principles of precaution and distinction in the conduct of hostilities.

The European Union is also appalled by the gravity and scale of human rights violations and
abuses perpetrated by all parties to the conflict since its beginning. Those allegations must be
investigated and accountability ensured. There will be no durable peace, no reconciliation without
justice for the victims.

The European Union will present a resolution at the Human Rights Council renewing the mandate
of the International Commission of Human Rights Experts on Ethiopia to allow for further
comprehensive, independent and transparent investigations and an accountability mechanism to
complement national efforts.

The European Union does not forget the people of Tigray and those suffering from this man-made
crisis. Two years have passed since the start of the conflict. There is no more time to lose.

3-397-0000
Predsedajici. —- Rozprava sa tymto skoncila. Hlasovanie sa uskuto¢ni zajtra.

Pisomné vyhldsenia (cldnok 171)

3-397-2500
Caterina Chinnici (S&D), per iscritto. — Parallelamente alla drammatica guerra in corso ormai da
sette mesi in Ucraina, in questi giorni, in Etiopia, nel silenzio della stampa internazionale, si sta
consumando un’altra drammatica guerra, le cui prime vittime sono, come sempre, i piu fragili, i
bambini!

Una guerra dimenticata che da quando ¢ scoppiata, nel novembre 2020, ha provocato 2,2 milioni
di follati e la morte di quasi un milione di persone, trasformando la regione del Corno d’Africa in
teatro di crimini atroci. Massacri, stupri, bombardamenti, unitamente alla siccita e al blocco
imposto dal governo di Addis Abeba agli aiuti umanitari internazionali, cibo e medicinali, che non
riescono ad arrivare alla popolazione ormai stremata, stanno provocando una terribile carestia!

Secondo 'ONU, nella regione etiope del Tigrai, un bambino su tre sotto i cinque anni ¢ malnutrito,
il che comporta una probabilita di morte di 12 volte superiore rispetto a bambini ben nutriti!
L’'Unione europea, con la Strategia dell'UE sui diritti dei minori, ha chiaramente riaffermato il suo
impegno a tutelare i diritti umani dei bambini, in tutto il mondo, non solo all'interno dei propri
confini! Necessario ed urgente, pertanto, moltiplicare gli sforzi diplomatici ed umanitari per
garantire il primario diritto alla vita dei bambini del Tigrai!

3-397-5000
Gyorgy Holvényi (PPE), irdsban. — Majdnem két éve annak, hogy Etidpia szovetségi kormanya
haborut inditott Tigrében. Mindezt alig egy évvel azutdn, hogy Abij miniszterelnokot béke Nobel-
dijjal tiintették ki. Az6ta a habora kovetkeztében a térség mély humanitarius vélsagba sillyedt. A
Vildgélelmezési Program becslései szerint Etiopia északi részén tobb mint 13 millié ember szorul
humanitdrius segitségre. A Bizottsdg erdfeszitéseinek eredményeként sikeriilt ugyan korldtozott
keretek kozott segélyszallitmanyokat célba juttatni, azonban tovdbbra is 6tmillié embert fenyeget
¢hezés. A konfliktusban aktiv részt vallald eritreai csapatok kivondsarol sz6l6 nyilatkozatok sem
talaltak meghallgatasra.

Brutdlis habort zajlik, amelyet kezdettl fogva tomegmészarlasok, valldsi helyszinek elleni
tamadasok, nék és gyermekek elleni erszak, valamint a kulturdlis 6rokség elpusztitasa jellemez.
A harcok és az éhinség eddig mintegy félmillio ember haldlat kovetelték, koztitk hétszdz civil
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életét is, akiket az Osszecsapdsok elsé hoénapjaban, 2020 november az akszimi Sioni Maria-
templomndl mészdroltak le. Ismerjiik fel, hogy az eddigi unids eréfeszitések nem jartak sikerrel.
Helyi egyhadzi tisztvisel8k jelentései szerint ,a polgdri lakossdg helyzete Tigrében dramai, és a
konfliktus kezdete 6ta most a legrosszabb”.

Mit tehetiink? Az unié6 egymagdban nem lesz képes elérni, hogy a szembendllo felek
targyaloasztalhoz iljenek, éppen ezért szorosabb és jobban 6sszehangolt egyiittmikodésre van
szitkség, nemcsak a nemzetkozi szervezetekkel, hanem a regiondlis partnerekkel, igy az Afrikai
Uniéval és a térség allamaival is.

14. Holandsky skandal s prispevkom na starostlivost o dieta,
inStitucionalny rasizmus a algoritmy (rozprava)

3-399-0000
Predsedajdci. — Dalsim bodom programu je otézka na tstne zodpovedanie Komisii Holandsky
skanddl s prispevkom na starostlivost o dieta, instituciondlny rasizmus a algoritmy (O-
000028/2022 - B9-0025/22).

3-400-0000
Samira Rafaela, Auteur. — Voorzitter, “Kijk!” zegt mijn vriendin, en ze laat mij dit certificaat zien.
Er staat: “U bent geen fraudeur” en er worden excuses aangeboden. Haar dromen heeft ze moeten
bijstellen, omdat ze in gevecht raakte met een systeem dat haar menselijke waardigheid ontnam.
En nu een certificaat, maar het herstelproces loopt vast. Ik ben opgelucht dat we nu eindelijk de
impact van de toeslagenaffaire bespreken hier.

Commissaris, ik weet dat u zich ongemakkelijk gaat voelen bij de vragen die ik nu ga presenteren,
maar ik vraag u vanuit uw Europese zorgplicht een waardig antwoord te geven. Wat heeft de
Commissie gedaan aan deze duidelijke schending van de grondrechten van EU-burgers die het
inleiden van de inbreukprocedure rechtvaardigen? Hoe heeft de Commissie deze kwestie
aangepakt, gezien het EU-actieplan voor racismebestrijding en aangezien zij structureel racisme
erkent? Hoe zal de Commissie toezicht houden op het proces van schadevergoeding en juridische
bijstand voor de slachtoffers? Nu weet ik dat de Commissie wellicht zal stellen dat dit de
competentie van de lidstaat is, maar deze wijze van het schenden van fundamentele rechten raakt
ook het internationale recht, vooral gezien het feit dat de Nederlandse Belastingdienst zich niet
aan wetten hield. Hoe past dit in een rechtsstaat en hoe kan dat zonder consequenties blijven,
commissaris?

De Belastingdienst van Nederland maakte gebruik van algoritmes als onderdeel van
risicoprofilering om fraude te detecteren. Maar dit systeem sloeg door. Tienduizenden ouders
verloren hun werk, eigendommen en toekomstperspectief en belandden in de schulden. En die
ouders werd de mogelijkheid ontnomen om volwaardige en toegewijde zorg te geven aan hun
kinderen. Duizenden kinderen. Hier moeten we Europa bewust van maken. Als systemen het
overnemen, is de menselijke maat verloren. Het algoritme koos vooral ouders met een niet-
westerse achtergrond. Dit is institutioneel racisme en is voor een deel ook volmondig door de
Nederlandse regering erkend. Daarom roep ik op tot een moratorium op het gebruik van deze
wijze van profileren.

Commissaris, zorg ervoor dat deze praktijk per direct stopt, want anders kan ik u garanderen dat
de Nederlandse toeslagenaffaire niet op zichzelf staat in Europa. Neem dus uw
verantwoordelijkheid hierin, voor een nieuwe generatie in Europa.

3-401-0000
Helena Dalli, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, discrimination on
the grounds of racial or ethnic origin is prohibited in the European Union. Yet the European
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Agency for Fundamental Rights’ second EU minorities and discrimination survey indicates that
one in four respondents felt discriminated against because of their minority racial or ethnic
background. To address this, in September 2020, the Commission adopted a new anti-racism
action plan. This action plan includes concrete measures to prevent and tackle racial
discrimination, enforce EU equality legislation and improve data collection.

Importantly, the anti-racism action plan acknowledges the structural dimension of racial
discrimination. Racism is indeed not only perpetrated by individuals, but can also be perpetrated
by society’s institutions. Structural racism can be embedded in social, financial and political
structures and processes, affecting the levers of power and policymaking. We must therefore
prevent racism through legislative means, as well as policy measures, addressing social attitudes,
stereotypes and economic concerns.

Following the EU anti-racism action plan, Member States are invited to develop national action
plans against racism and racial discrimination by the end of this year. A group of anti-racism
experts nominated by Member States has already drafted the guiding principles for national action
plans against racism and racial discrimination with the support of the EU Agency for Fundamental
Rights. This development is important, as the guidelines elaborate ways in which anti-racism
measures can be implemented successfully in different areas of life.

The next task of the subgroup includes drafting a monitoring checklist for the implementation of
the Common Guiding Principles, as well as the creation of a compendium of good practices by the
end of this year.

A workshop on structural racism with the participation of national anti-racism experts is planned
for this coming November. It will deliver a conclusions paper on structural racism, including
recommendations for national authorities. Moreover, the report on the application of the Racial
Equality Directive of March 2021 concluded that Member States must provide greater attention to
the implementation of the directive in relation to protection against victimisation and the
application of effective, proportionate and dissuasive sanctions. National equality bodies across
Europe are essential for ensuring that individuals and groups facing discrimination can enjoy their
rights in full.

We are currently preparing new legislation to strengthen equality bodies, to be presented before
the end of this year. The new standards will cover, amongst others, the equality bodies’ mandate,
their powers, independence and their resources.

The events that happened in the Netherlands, and any institutional racism or discrimination by
the Dutch authorities in this context should be pursued in national courts and before the national
authorities which are competent to assess all facts and circumstances, considering domestic law,
including national legislation transposing EU law. The scandal revealed the risk of ethnic profiling
following the gathering, storing and use of data on personal characteristics and background.

Therefore, it is critical that such data is protected against misuse and is used exclusively for
equality outcomes with fundamental rights and data protection legislation informing the process
of its gathering and storing.

The Commission services understand from the exchanges and from the information received that
the racial profiling in question has ceased and that national reflection is currently ongoing. We
understand that the investigations are also ongoing and compensation is being granted. However,
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the Commission will continue to monitor the development of the Dutch childcare benefit scandal
closely.

The issue has been raised in the rule of law report of both 2021 and 2022. And in the 2022
edition the Commission recommended to continue efforts to ensure a comprehensive follow-up
to the childcare allowances affair to address the potential structural issues involving all relevant
state authorities.

Following the adoption of the EU anti-racism action plan, the Netherlands appointed a national
coordinator on anti-racism and non-discrimination in October 2021. I hope that this
appointment, as well as the preparation of the Dutch action plan against racism and racial
discrimination, will step up efforts in the fight against any institutional racism in the Netherlands,
not least with regard to the gathering, storing and use of personal data.

3-402-0000
Peter Polldk, za skupinu PPE. — Vizeny pan predsedajici, v ¢asoch pandémie, ktord najviac
postihla prave zranitelné skupiny, akymi st deti najmd zo socidlne slabsich rodin, holandské
danové trady nepravom obvinili rodicov s takzvanym rizikovym profilom z neopravneného
poberania pridavkov na deti. Neslo o maly pocet ludi, ale o 20 tisic nespravodlivo obvinenych
rodicov, ktori sa vinou bezohladného a nezodpovedného pristupu zo strany $tdtu dostali na
pokraj bankrotu. Vazeni priatelia, bol to institucionalny rasizmus. Ano, vazeni kolegovia. Skandal
v Holandsku je porugenim pravneho $titu a institucionalnym rasizmom. Co viak mma osobne
zardza, inStituciondlny rasizmus v dne$nej dobe nemusi mat Ziadne spolocenské ani politické
dosledky. Prikladom toho je prave tento pripad. Napriklad v mojej krajine na Slovensku sa napriek
mnohym upozorneniam a medializdcii stretdvam s pripadmi, kde sti romske deti neopravnene
zaradované do tzv. $pecidlnych $kol, resp. skol pre mentalne postihnutych, a to napriek tomu, Ze
sti zdravé. Ano, rovnako ide o inStutuciondlny rasizmus. Nestaci, vaZen{ priatelia, len konstatovat,
ale treba naozaj v tychto pripadoch konat. Preto vyzyvam v podstate Eurdpsku komisiu, ale aj
Clenské staty, aby sme urychlene nasli dostatok prostriedkov, aby sa obdobné pripady nikdy
nemohli opakovat. Obetami st nevinni [udia, ktori len vdaka farbe pleti a prislusnosti k nejakej
etnickej mensine trpia kvoli tomu, Ze niekomu sa nepddi, zZe st inej farby pleti alebo ini ako
majoritn{ obyvatelia.

3-403-0000
Agnes Jongerius, namens de S§D-Fractie. — Voorzitter, verscheurde gezinnen en uit huis geplaatste
kinderen. Er zijn meer dan 25 000 slachtoffers en de teller loopt nog steeds op. “Zo hadden we het
niet bedoeld” heet een boek over het toeslagenschandaal, maar eigenlijk blijkt uit alles dat dit
precies was wat bedoeld was. Terwijl we weten dat de rechtsstaat er is om de zwakkeren te
beschermen, niet om wantrouwen te voeden. Terwijl we vinden dat er voor racisme geen enkele
ruimte mag zijn. We moeten daar altijd tegen opstaan — ik zal daar altijd tegen opstaan. Maar de
oorzaak van dit schandaal is duidelijk: het gaat over discriminatie op basis van nationaliteit. We
mogen deze ongemakkelijke waarheid niet onder het tapijt schuiven. Daarom, mevrouw de
commissaris, denk ik dat u ook op Europees niveau meer kan doen dan dat er nu gebeurt.

Mijn eerste vraag is: bent u het met mij eens dat we het gebruik door overheden van algoritmes die
de dubbele nationaliteit verwerken, moeten verbieden? Dat kan bijvoorbeeld via de Europese Al-
verordening waar op dit moment aan gewerkt wordt. Het lijkt mij iets waar de commissaris een
uitspraak over zou kunnen doen.

Ten tweede: de compensatie laat nog veel te lang op zich wachten voor heel veel slachtoffers. Wat
deze ouders en kinderen is overkomen, is ook in strijd met punt 11 van de Europese pijler van
sociale rechten. Het is mooi dat het toeslagenschandaal genoemd wordt in het rechtsstaatverslag,
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maar ik zou willen dat u zich ook uitspreekt voor snellere compensatie voor ouders en kinderen,
nu.

3-404-0000
Salima Yenbou, au nom du groupe Renew. — Monsieur le Président, deux points. Premiérement, le
racisme, ce fléau laissé a 'exploitation des extrémes droites. En septembre 2021, la Commission a
dévoilé un plan d’action pour lutter contre le racisme. On a vu le plan, pas les actions. Madame
Dalli, c’est pour quand les vraies actions? Deuxiemement, le racisme institutionnel et systématique
causé ou renforcé par des algorithmes et le profilage ethnique. Jai alerté avec des collegues, en
vain, sur ces risques. La dignité humaine est-telle ce que nous sacrifions sur l'autel du progres
technologique?

Aux Pays-Bas, nos craintes et votre inaction se sont concrétisées. Un profilage ethnique basé sur
les noms d’origine étrangere a provoqué de fausses accusations de fraude aux allocations familiales
contre des milliers de familles qui se sont endettées, sont tombées dans la pauvreté ou ont perdu
leur emploi, leur maison, sans compter les 1 000 enfants retirés a leur famille.

Que va faire la Commission pour que les Pays-Bas réparent vite ce qui peut I'étre encore et
compensent 'irréparable et que ¢a ne se reproduise plus? Je demande ici simplement le respect de
I'état de droit en Europe pour tous, indépendamment de I'origine de leur nom, la couleur de leur
peau ou leur croyance affichée ou supposée.

3-405-0000
Kim Van Sparrentak, namens de Verts/ ALE-Fractie. — Voorzitter, algoritmen doen precies wat ze
moeten doen, en dat is gevaarlijk. Stel je voor: een belastingdienst krijgt van de regering de
opdracht om fraude keihard aan te pakken en dit moet zo efficiént mogelijk door middel van
automatisering. Volgens de belastingdienst is het het meest efficiént om mensen met een laag
inkomen of migratieachtergrond aan te pakken. Op basis daarvan besluit de dienst zo'n algoritme
te bouwen. En dit algoritme doet precies wat het moet doen. Het vindt zogenaamde fraudeurs, met
name met een migratieachtergrond of een laag inkomen.

Zo verwoestte de Nederlandse regering de levens van 70 000 kinderen en hun ouders. Niemand
kon hun ouders uitleggen wat er aan de hand was of waarom er bepaalde beslissingen gemaakt
werden. Ambtenaren volgden blind de computers, want algoritmen zullen wel gelijk hebben.

Een belangrijke les uit het toeslagenschandaal is dat digitalisering zonder normen en regels
levensverwoestende gevolgen kan hebben. Gelukkig zien wij dit in Europa in. Met de eerste Al-wet
ter wereld wil ik ervoor zorgen dat er nooit meer een nieuwe toeslagenaffaire kan gebeuren, maar
dan moeten we wel door durven pakken.

Als onderhandelaar voor de Al-verordening zet ik me in voor het versterken van mensenrechten
bij het gebruik van algoritmen. We moeten het gebruik van algoritmen om mensen aan te merken
als crimineel of fraudeur op basis van hun persoonsgegevens verbieden. We moeten ervoor
zorgen dat systemen niet discrimineren. We moeten een mensenrechtentoets invoeren, zodat er
verplicht gekeken moet worden naar hoe we algoritmen inzetten. Mensen verdienen transparantie
en de systemen moeten zo ontworpen worden dat we kunnen zien wat er misgaat. En mensen
mogen nooit, nooit meer met lege handen staan tegenover een computer, met een sterk recht op
uitleg en verplicht menselijk toezicht. Laten we uit dit vreselijke schandaal lessen trekken en nu
met ambitieuze regels ingrijpen.

3-406-0000
Patricia Chagnon, au nom du groupe ID. — Monsieur le Président, Madame la Commissaire, chers
collegues, une fois encore le gouvernement d’un Etat membre de 'Union européenne est au cceur
d’'un scandale. La prise illégale d’intéréts semble devenue pratique courante chez une vaste caste
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des dirigeants politiques qui se croient au-dessus des lois et investis par une idéologie quasi
religieuse.

Le mépris des peuples s'accentue, en parallele. Les hommes sont réduits a étre des variables
interchangeables de production et de consommation. Alors que I'Union est si prompte a critiquer,
voire a condamner les récalcitrants a son idéologie «immigrationniste» ou de son impérialisme
«woke». Bizarrement, quand cela concerne I'un des siens, un silence assourdissant régne dans les
couloirs et les salles de presse de ces pompeuses institutions.

Quand les droits fondamentaux sont interprétés selon la qualité des personnes, quand la fonction
des institutions élues et des représentants légitimes des peuples se limite a commenter les
décisions prises dans des bureaux feutrés aux portes insonorisées, la démocratie est menacée.

Les peuples ne sont pas dupes de cette démocratie de fagade. La Hongrie, la Suede, I'ltalie: autant
d’exemples récents, autour de nous, de peuples qui ont entamé le sursaut démocratique contre la
caste impérialiste bruxelloise et leurs représentants complices dans les parlements nationaux.

L’Europe de demain sera 'Europe des peuples libres et des nations souveraines. Nous sommes en
train de vivre le changement de cette époque, si enthousiasmant qu’aucune tentation totalitaire ne
saurait l'arréter.

3-407-0000
Michiel Hoogeveen, namens de ECR-Fractie. — Voorzitter, in het Europees Parlement gaat het
regelmatig over rule of law, het functioneren van de rechtsstaat. Volgens zelfverklaard EU-
bekeerling en VVD-premier Mark Rutte is de EU niet alleen een markt, maar ook een
waardengemeenschap. De premier staat met zijn kritiek op Polen en Hongarije dan ook vaak
vooraan. Maar vandaag gaat het over zijn rechtsstaat, over Nederland, over de toeslagenaffaire.
Wij van JA21 feliciteren D66 als regeringspartij en de Partij van de Arbeid als verantwoordelijk
oud-regeringspartij dat zij het in het Europees Parlement aandurven om hun eigen
bewindvoerders en partijgenoten op hun verantwoordelijkheid aan te spreken.

De toeslagenaffaire is een schandvlek in de geschiedenis van de Nederlandse rechtsstaat. Op een
kafkaéske wijze zijn Nederlandse gezinnen door de eigen Belastingdienst financieel kapotgemaakt.
En het erge is: al in 2017 werd dit binnen de Belastingdienst opgemerkt. En na lang ontkennen
werd duidelijk dat topambtenaren op het ministerie al lang van deze misstanden wisten. In plaats
van te kiezen voor openheid, koos de Nederlandse overheid ervoor om deze zaak te doen
verdwijnen in de doofpot.

Premier Rutte neemt graag andere EU-lidstaten de maat over het functioneren van hun rechtsstaat.
In plaats van de splinter in het oog van andere landen te zien, kan hij beter kijken naar de balk in
het oog van hemzelf.

3-408-0000
Anja Hazekamp, namens de The Left-Fractie. — Voorzitter, een kerntaak van de overheid is het
beschermen van het individu tegen de macht van de meerderheid. De Nederlandse overheid heeft
daarin gefaald. Dat is hartverscheurend voor al die duizenden ouders en kinderen die
geconfronteerd werden met zware financiéle en emotionele schade. Het resulteert er ook in dat
burgers de overheid niet meer vertrouwen.

Dit vertrouwen kan alleen terugkeren wanneer de overheid haar eigen fouten erkent en de
gevolgen van deze fouten ruimhartig en snel herstelt. Maar dat gaat over meer dan schadeherstel.
De overheid moet ook de principes van restorative justice toepassen. Dat betekent: het daderschap
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erkennen en voelen wat je hebt aangericht. Pas dan kan gezamenlijk en in gelijkwaardigheid met
de slachtoffers aan herstel worden gewerkt.

Dit hele schandaal is het gevolg van een verzakelijkte neoliberale overheid die zichzelf kapot heeft
bezuinigd. Het resultaat was een ambtelijk apparaat dat moest bezuinigen en tegelijkertijd zwaar
moest focussen op de aanpak van fraude. Het is ook het gevolg van de “metaversering” van deze
overheid. Het overal toepassen van algoritmes en kunstmatige intelligentie brengt grote risico’s
met zich mee. Computers passen geen mensenrechten toe. Zij nemen het institutioneel racisme,
dat helaas nog sterk aanwezig is in Europa, gewoon over in hun algoritmes.

Ik wil graag weten: wat gaat de Commissie met deze belangrijke lessen doen? Hoe voorkomt zij
een toeslagenaffaire in haar eigen huis? Want ik zie daar geen enkele waarborg voor.

3-409-0000
Stanislav Pol¢dk (PPE). — Pane pfedsedajici, nizozemskd vldda poprvé v kvétnu letosniho roku
vefejné pfiznala, Ze hlavni pfi¢inou skandalu s ptidavky na déti byl pravé instituciondlni rasismus.
A v disledku skanddlu podala nizozemskd vlada demisi. Nizozemskd dafiovd a celni sprava
sestavovala rizikové profily osob zadajicich o pfidavky na déti pomoci algoritmi na cize znéjici
jména a dvoji obcanstvi. A tato praxe vedla k tomu, Ze byly tisice rodin s nizkymi a stfednimi
pifjmy podrobeny kontrole, nepravem obvinény z podvodu a vyzvany, aby vrétily zcela zdkonné
ziskané ptidavky. Ja chapu boj proti podvodiim, proti neopravnénému Cerpdni a zneuZivani
socidlniho systému, ale aby se v 21. stoleti pouzivaly algoritmy, které vedou k rasovému
profilovani, to je zcela nepfijatelnd praxe.

Jsem rad za vystoupeni pani komisarky v této véci. Jednoznacéné volani po odskodnéni obéti je
nepochybné. Myslim si, Ze by bylo dobré, aby pani komisaika jesté presné fekla, jak hodld
monitorovat Komise proces odskodnéni a zjednani ndpravy v piipadé obc¢and, kteif na skandalu s
piidavky utrpéli konkrétni Gjmu. A je dulezité sdélit rovnéz, Ze za poslednich Sest let bylo
socidlnimi pracovniky odebrdno z domova 1675 déti. To pfedstavuje ndrast o 520 déti a
doposud se 555 déti na konci loniského roku jesté nevratilo, jsou naddle v nahradni Gstavni péci.
Takovy skandal je ve 21. stoleti skute¢né nepfijatelny.

3-410-0000
Evin Incir (S&D). — Mr President, this was racism embodied — racist when it goes from words to
actions not by one person or a group, but structural and institutionalised. The Dutch childcare
benefit scandal is a frightening example that reveals deep-rooted prejudice in our Union. The
enormous consequence that the Dutch tax authority’s illegal, artificial intelligence-driven racial
profiling had on them and how it impacted their lives is terrifying. Families ended up in poverty.
Some lost their homes and some lost their jobs because of prejudice.

This is not George Orwell’s Animal Farm, even though one may think so since some seem to be
more equal than others in our Union. But some of the affected are not any more with us to witness
today, as this scandal has led to suicides. Racism deprives people of their possibility to live a
decent life, and society of the possibility to take good advantage of every and each citizen’s
competence. In its worst form, racism kills.

[ am standing here today as the rapporteur for the report on racial justice, non-discrimination and
anti-racism in the EU, which will be voted on in the LIBE Committee on Monday. In the report, we
call on the EU to urgently move from words to actions in the fight against racism. We also
highlight the importance of ensuring that necessary safeguards for fundamental rights and
freedoms of data are in place for the use of Al tools.
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Every corner in our Union must be a safe space for all our people. The colour of our skin, our
birthplace, our name, our hair colour — none of it should ever shape our possibility to fulfil our
dreams and should never, ever deprive us of becoming full and respected citizens in our Member
States and of our Union.

3-411-0000
Saskia Bricmont (Verts/ALE). — Monsieur le Président, un algorithme — oui, un algorithme! — a
décidé que des aides sociales destinées a des enfants défavorisés devaient étre retirées a des foyers
précaires puis remboursées. Cette décision touche des personnes racisées, suspectées de fraude sur
la base de leur couleur de peau —non blanche. Il ne s’agit pas la du régime des scores sociaux
chinois, il s’agit de I'ceuvre du gouvernement néerlandais, qui a essayé d’étouffer l'affaire durant
des mois.

Combien de fois faudra-t-il répéter que les algorithmes et les décisions automatisées présentent
des risques pour les droits fondamentaux, particulierement pour les personnes racisées et pour les
personnes précaires? Mes collegues ont parlé de ces risques et du racisme institutionnel, mais nous
devons aussi parler du controle et de la régulation des autorités publiques nationales et
européennes, qui violent délibérément la protection des données dans une forme d’apathie
générale. Des aides retirées a des personnes de couleur aux Pays-Bas, des données sur 'orientation
sexuelle ou la religion des personnes qui se présentent a nos frontieres collectées par Frontex, la
collecte massive et indiscriminée de données de police par Europol: mais ot cela s'arrétera-t-il?

Les autorités publiques ont un role d’exemplarité a assurer, et la Commission doit réagir en cas de
violation des droits fondamentaux et du droit européen. Chers collegues, les négociations en cours
sur l'intelligence artificielle nous donnent la possibilité de mettre les nécessaires lignes rouges en
place dés maintenant.

3-412-0000
Eugenia Rodriguez Palop (The Left). — Sefior presidente, en las tiltimas décadas se ha pasado de
la promesa de futuro que suponia la emancipacion digital a una especie de nueva civilizaciéon
basada en la organizacion algoritmica de la sociedad. Empresas y administraciones de todo el
mundo se esconden tras una mente tecnoldgica para que sus decisiones sean mds objetivas y
eficientes. Pero en esa mente anidan los prejuicios y las aberraciones que pretenden ocultar.

Las mdquinas que nosotros mismos creamos no son mejores que nosotros, porque la mayoria de
los datos de los que disponen estdn sesgados y reproducen patrones discriminatorios de los que
nadie suele hacerse responsable. La policia predictiva, la asignacion de ayudas sociales o la
recogida de datos biométricos, por ejemplo, estdn racializadas y la discriminacién estructural que
generan obstaculiza el acceso de ciertas personas a derechos, bienes y servicios. La inteligencia
artificial refuerza el lugar privilegiado de los blancos y margina a negros y gitanos, por ejemplo, de
manera que desempefia un papel clave en las relaciones de poder. Tras una apariencia de
neutralidad desde el punto de vista de las maquinas, hay personas a las que se persigue por lo que
son y no por lo que hacen, aunque buena parte de ellas ni lo sabe ni sabria sefialar a un culpable.

Es evidente que de todo esto podria hacerse un buen uso, pero en Europa no tenemos los
instrumentos para exigirlo. Desde el Parlamento hemos pedido muchas medidas: incorporar el
enfoque interseccional en los algoritmos, recopilar datos desglosados por origen racial y étnico,
prohibir los perfiles raciales, realizar estudios de impacto de derechos humanos, implementar
controles de conformidad y supervisiéon humana o rendir cuentas.

Con todo, seguimos corriendo todavia detrds de nuestra propia sombra.
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3-413-0000
Alexandra Geese (Verts/ALE). — Mr President, Commissioner, colleagues, the Dutch childcare
benefit scandal epitomises what the former UN Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and
human rights, Philip Alston, calls a digital welfare dystopia. It specifically targets poorer citizens
rather than rich people evading taxes, where in case of fraud, the sums to recover would be much
higher. The system is racist. There is no simple redress and the system targets people who can’t
afford to — or are unlikely to — go to court. The principle of innocent until proven guilty is
overturned. Innocent people are treated like criminals. Fundamental principles of the rule of law
are overturned.

Artificial intelligence systems targeting people need very, very strong safeguards and these
safeguards are currently not provided by the Al Act. And here we need to change, we need to
improve the Al Act. And furthermore, public administrations should support low-income citizens
rather than harassing them and giving millions to big-tech companies to build what Virginia
Eubanks calls The Digital Poorhouse.

3-414-0000
Romeo Franz (Verts/ALE). — Herr Prisident, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Tausende Familien
wurden in den Niederlanden zwischen 2013 und 2019 zu Unrecht des Betrugs bezichtigt. Viele
Familien verschuldeten sich, und Kinder wurden ihren Eltern weggenommen.

Der Grund dafiir sind ein tief sitzender Rassismus und Vorurteile, mit denen man ganz bewusst
die Algorithmen gefuttert hat. Ich kann mit den Betroffenen sehr gut mitfiihlen, da Menschen mit
Romanes-Hintergrund zu den am meisten marginalisierten Gruppen in Europa gehoren und der
Antiziganismus wieder auf dem Vormarsch ist.

Es ist wichtig, dass wir im Nachgang zu solchen Stigmatisierungen auch Antworten haben, die in
die Zeit passen. Daher habe ich mich im Rassismusbericht, den wir im Ausschuss fiir biirgerliche
Freiheiten, Justiz und Inneres bearbeiten, auch dafiir stark gemacht, dass die Gefahren von
kiinstlicher Intelligenz und Algorithmen zwingend beriicksichtigt werden miissen.

Rassismus lasst sich nicht mit Empfehlungen bekimpfen. Wir brauchen dazu die Kraft des
Gesetzes, um Menschen vor Rassismus zu schiitzen.

3-415-0000
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana (Verts/ALE). — Monsieur le Président, Madame la Commissaire
Dalli, l'affaire des allocations familiales est, par son ampleur, un scandale raciste sans précédent.
Des milliers de familles ont été accusées de fraude par I'administration fiscale. Les familles
migrantes, africaines ou noires, ont été poursuivies par les autorités, qui ont exigé le
remboursement immédiat des allocations que ces familles avaient pergues en toute légalité. De
nombreuses familles n'ont pas pu supporter d’étre taxées de fraudeuses par I'Etat et se sont
suicidées de désespoir au vu de 'ampleur de leur dette, d’autres familles ont éclaté, et plus de
1000 enfants ont été placés sous la garde de I'Etat.

Le gouvernement néerlandais a accepté d’utiliser des algorithmes racistes, qui indiquaient des
noms a consonance étrangere ou une double nationalité comme indicateur de fraude. Il a da
admettre que ce qui était déclaré comme une politique stricte de lutte contre la fraude n’était rien
d’autre que du racisme institutionnel, de la discrimination au profilage racial.

Cela est inacceptable. Les valeurs fondamentales de I'Union européenne, des droits de 'homme,
des droits de nos concitoyens ont été violées, et la cause en est: le racisme. Que va faire 'Union
européenne? Va-t-elle en tirer les conséquences et tenir sa promesse, celle de lutter contre le
racisme institutionnel sur I'ensemble de son territoire? Qu'en est-il du plan d’action que nous
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avons voté? Qu’a fait le gouvernement néerlandais et que va faire la Commission afin que I'état de
droit s'applique a tous, indépendamment de la couleur de peau?

3-416-0000
Vystiipenia podla postupu prihldsenia o slovo zdvihnutim ruky

3-417-0000
Malik Azmani (Renew). — Voorzitter, laat me helder en duidelijk zijn: dit is een grote zaak die in
Nederland heeft plaatsgevonden, iets wat betreurenswaardig is, wat dieptriest is, en waar de
regering ook zijn verantwoordelijkheid voor heeft genomen door op te stappen. De Nederlandse
regering probeerde lessen te trekken, en inderdaad, de compensatie moet zo snel mogelijk gedaan
worden voor hen die hierdoor zijn geslachtofferd.

Maar de vraag die is gesteld aan de commissaris: we kunnen wachten op een Al-wet en het een en
ander daarin regelen, maar wat doet deze commissaris op dit moment om te voorkomen — iets
waar Nederland al de lessen uit heeft getrokken — dat in de andere lidstaten op dit moment ook
gebruik wordt gemaakt van systemen waarin risicoprofilering plaatsvindt op basis van etniciteit,
op basis van atkomst? Wat doet de Commissie op dit moment om dat te voorkomen?

3-418-0000
Bert-Jan Ruissen (ECR). — Voorzitter, het is goed dat we ook hier in het Europees Parlement
aandacht besteden aan de toeslagenaffaire, want wat er gebeurd is, is natuurlijk schandalig. De
overheid moet een schild der zwakken zijn, maar de overheid — de Nederlandse overheid — deed
precies het tegenovergestelde. Burgers werden in grote financiéle problemen gebracht,
gediscrimineerd. Kinderen werden uit huis geplaatst. En de ellende duurt nog steeds voort.

De functie van dit debat is wat mij betreft vooral om aan andere landen te laten zien hoe het niet
moet, en vooral ook om bij te dragen aan een stuk bewustwording. Bewustwording over hoe het
ook bij overheidsorganen heel gemakkelijk, heel fout, fundamenteel fout kan gaan. De overheid
moet betrouwbaar zijn, en dat vraagt een blijvende investering van ons allen.

3-419-0000
(Ukoncenie vystiipeni podla postupu prihldsenia o slovo zdvihnutim ruky)

3-420-0000
Helena Dalli, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, as mentioned in
the chapter on the Netherlands of the 2021 rule of law report, the parliamentary investigation
report into the childcare allowance affair called on all state powers to reflect on how to prevent
such situations for the future.

Meanwhile, the Venice Commission has issued its opinion on the request of the Dutch Parliament,
making a number of recommendations and finding that it appears that, eventually, the rule of law
mechanisms in the Netherlands did work. We note, furthermore, that a full parliamentary inquiry
will further investigate the affair, with hearings planned in early 2023. The Commission will
continue to closely monitor the developments, including in the context of its annual rule of law
report, and the next edition of the report is scheduled for adoption.

With regard to compensation, we note that efforts by government to provide financial
compensation to the victims of the affair are ongoing and that a comprehensive mapping is being
conducted of areas in which legislation may cause undue results for citizens.

Furthermore, the judicial branch is also contributing to the follow-up to the childcare allowances
affair. For instance, through the self-reflection process of the Council of State and the active role
taken by the Council for the Judiciary, calling for a permanent dialogue between the different state
powers.
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We note, furthermore, that a full parliamentary inquiry will further investigate the affair, and of
course, the Commission will continue to monitor all these developments, including, of course, the
context of its annual rule of law report.

[ reiterate that the European Commission and myself, as Commissioner for Equality, will continue
to follow these developments in the Netherlands and will continue supporting the efforts of all
Member States to deliver an anti-racist European Union. Any form of structural discrimination
and racism, be it through algorithms or not, is plain wrong and not acceptable for us.

3-421-0000
Predsedajiici. — Rozprava sa tymto skoncila.

15. Vysvetlenia hlasovania

3-423-0000
Predsedajdci. — Dalsim bodom programu je vysvetlenie hlasovani.

15.1. Pristup k vode ako ludské prdvo — vonkajsi rozmer (A9-0231/2022 -
Miguel Urbdn Crespo)

3-425-0000
Chris MacManus (The Left). — A Uachtardin, votdil mé i bhfabhar na tuairisce seo mar gheall go
gcreidim gur dbhar chearta an duine é an t-uisce. Chuir an tuairisc seo béim ar an bhfiric gur leas
poibli ata fiorthdbhachtach do shaol an duine é an t-uisce, agus ni earra é atd ann chun brabus a
dhéanambh. Is cuma cén dit sa domhain a bhfuil ta. Ba cheart go mbeadh uisce glan agus sdbhdilte
ar fail do gach duine.

15.2. Reakcia EU na zvySovanie cien energii v Eurépe (RC-B9-0416/2022, BY-
0416/2022,B9-0417/2022, B9-0418/2022, B9-0419/2022, B9-0420/2022,
B9-0421/2022, B9-0422/2022)

3-427-0000
Billy Kelleher (Renew). — Mr President, this is a very important file, and it has real, tangible
repercussions for citizens across Europe. I voted in favour of the potential cap on gas without
being prescriptive. And I think it’s very important that the Commission comes forward with deep,
meaningful proposals that make an assessment on the risks and the opportunities around the
price cap.

The first thing we have to do is to ensure that we have certainty going forward in terms of energy
security and the cost of electricity across the entirety of the European Union. But equally, we have
to be conscious that as we speak here and as we face a winter, across Ukraine people are dying
because the real oppressor in all of this, the real person who’s causing the difficulties with regard
to citizens, the cost of fuel, the cost of living, the cost electricity is Vladimir Putin himself.

So whatever we do, we must ensure that we have strong unity of purpose, sanctions hit Russia,
and that we try to alleviate the pressures on European citizens by ensuring that we have a cap on
gas that reduces the cost of electricity and energy across the European Union.

3-428-0000
Manon Aubry (The Left). - Monsieur le Président, avec cette résolution un nouveau mot fait son
entrée dans le dictionnaire européen: superprofit. J'ai envie de dire: enfin! Enfin, car nous avons des
ministres, comme Bruno Le Maire, qui refusent toujours d’admettre que des multinationales
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profitent de la crise. Enfin une victoire culturelle majeure, alors que notre groupe était bien seul a
se battre pour mettre ces derniéres a contribution.

Mais, je vous le dis, nous ne sommes pas dupes. Rien ne sert de reprendre nos mots si vous les
videz de leur contenu. Non, ce nest pas une taxe sur les superprofits si elle ne couvre pas tous les
profiteurs, tels que LVMH, la BNP ou CMA CGM. Et non, ce n’est pas non plus une taxe sur les
superprofits si elle ne s'applique pas des 2022, année ou les bénéfices battent tous les records.

Alors comment accepter, par exemple, que Total y échappe, alors que le groupe a réalisé le
bénéfice le plus élevé de son histoire et quil a déja versé plus de 2,6 milliards d’euros de
dividendes? Preuve s'il en est que, si nous n’agissons pas, les superprofits finiront tout droit dans
les poches des actionnaires — qui sont déja pleines — plutot que d’étre redistribués a celles et ceux
qui en ont vraiment besoin.

3-429-0000
Miriam Lexmann (PPE). — VdZeny pan predsedajci, chcela by som upozornit, Ze nas pristup k
tejto sprave, zial, opomina niektoré dolezité aspekty, ktorymi sa na pdde Eurdpskeho parlamentu
musime urgentne zaoberat. Dohoda z minulotyzdiiovej Rady nie je odpovedou pre mnohé
krajiny a medzi najviac postihnuté patri aj Slovensko. Povazujem za nevyhnutné hladat nové
rieSenia a to také, ktoré budi zalozené na solidarite. Prave nasa dne$nd solidarita a jednota st totiz
rozhodujtce pre buddcnost celej Eurdpskej tinie. Dalej dnes apelujem na tstretovost a zrychleny
proces schvalovania ziadosti Slovenska, aby sa na boj proti drahym energidm mohli vyuzit aj
nevycerpané eurofondy. Nech je pre nds sucasna energetickd kriza lekciou, aby sme viac
neustupovali od naSich hodnot a principov a uz nikdy nepripustili takito zavislost od
nedemokratickych a totalitnych rezimov, ktora je vzdy ohrozenim.

3-430-0000
Chris MacManus (The Left). — Mr President, today the Parliament endorsed the Council’s
measures to tackle rising energy prices and the misery they are causing so many households.
These measures are a step in the right direction, but we all know that much more is needed to
tackle this crisis while decarbonising our energy system and eliminating energy poverty. The
broken energy market needs to be reformed so that the price we pay for energy reflects the real
price of production.

We need more effective price caps so that energy companies can no longer exploit this crisis at the
expense of workers and families. We need public control of an energy system that has people’s
basic right to energy at its core. It should be the role of this Parliament to push the other
institutions towards stronger policies. This resolution merely echoed the inadequate measures
already agreed by the Council. Now, more than ever, we must do better for our citizens.

3-431-0000
Predsedajiici. — Tento bod programu je ukonceny.

16. Schvalenie zapisnice z dnesného rokovania a programu
nasledujiaceho rokovania
3-433-0000

Predsedajiici. — Nasledujtice rokovanie sa uskutoéni zajtra vo Stvrtok 6. oktobra 2022 0 9.00 h.

Program schodze bol uverejneny a je k dispozicii na webovom sidle Eurépskeho parlamentu.



05-10-2022 184

17. Skoncenie rokovania

3-435-0000
(Rokovanie sa skoncilo 0 21.06 h)
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