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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls the importance of promoting active EU policies in the fields of education, training, 
media, youth, culture and active citizenship to the creation of a stronger political identity 
for the Union and as a clear added value of the Union for its citizens;

2. Recalls the importance of these policies to fulfilling the goals of the Lisbon strategy and 
the related social, economic and key political challenges to be faced in the coming years; 
stresses that the next financial perspective must state adquate means for tackling these 
challenges;

3. Stresses the importance of agreeing expenditure ceilings in line with the priorities and 
programme structures defined during the co-decision procedures for the programmes 
Lifelong Learning, Media, Youth and Culture, which have already reached an advanced 
stage; asserts that such progress is undermined by budget cuts, which pose serious risks to 
the effectiveness, role, operation and implementation of the programmes;

4. Welcomes the Commission's proposal to increase the leverage effect of EU funds by 
improving synergies between the EU budget and the European Investment Bank; 
emphasises the link between education and training projects and research funding as well 
as the need to achieve financial synergies extending to educational, cultural, audiovisual, 
institutional and territorially integrated systems facilitating research and innovation 
activities;

5. Recalls the significant increases agreed by Parliament and Council for several budget lines 
in the 2006 budget relating to education, training and youth;

6. Notes the immediate absorption and the very high execution rate of EU funding in the 
areas of education, media, youth, culture (such areas presenting "real value for money");

Heading 1a

7. Emphasises that, under the proposal made by the European Council of 15 and 16 
December 2005, spending on Lifelong Learning (under heading 1a) would be restored to 
2006 levels only in 2009;

8. Notes that the impact on the Erasmus programme will imply a reduction in student 
mobility grants from 170.000 in 2006 to 140.000 annually for the coming years, and the 
loss of a number of important measures such as grants for non-teaching staff, long-term 
teacher mobility and special mobility for joint masters;

9. Notes that the number of beneficiaries of the Leornardo programme will drop from 50.000 
in 2006 to 36.000 annually for the coming years and that within the Comenius programme 
the number of beneficiary pupils involved in partnerships will decrease from the target of 
4 million to 2 million; stresses also that a number of measures targeting adult learners 
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(Grundtvig) and supporting multilingualism will be discontinued;

Heading 3b

10. Recalls that, while the partial political agreement reached with the Council after 
Parliament's first reading of the proposal in the Youth in Action programme shows that 
the institutions are on the way to reaching an important agreement ensuring the 
programme an effective structure and effective operation, the envelope proposed by the 
Council for heading 3b would imply a reduction in youth exchanges and projects of 22%;

11. Stresses that the important step of reaching a partial political agreement with the Council 
on the proposal for the Media programme should not be undermined by reduced funding 
for the programme; asserts that this would undermine the programme's strategic 
contribution - via its digitisation processes - to the strengthening of the audiovisual sector 
and the information society, as well as its smooth operation at a time when its success is 
steadily growing and being recognised by stakeholders; emphasises that a reduction in 
funding would mean less overall investment in the European audiovisual industry, in 
particular in new and future Member States and in countries with limited audiovisual 
production capacity; recalls that nine out ten European films distributed outside their 
country of production received support from the Media programme and the fact that 
requests for support from Media have increased by 120% in the last five years ;

12. Stresses that, while the partial political agreement reached with the Council after 
Parliament's first reading of the proposal in the Culture 2007 programme is an adequate 
starting point for an EU policy capable of responding to the needs of different social and 
economic sectors, which are at the core of European identity, richness and diversity, the 
budget proposal of the Council would mean a decrease in the number of projects 
supported by Culture 2007 from 148 to 100;

13. Stresses the importance of the programme Citizens for Europe, which is aimed not only at 
fostering various activities at the level of civil society, involving citizens, associations and 
local authorities, but also at supporting memorials to victims of totalitarian regimes of the 
past century, an essential contribution to keeping alive the memory of the tragedies which 
inspired European integration as a project of peace and stability; stresses that the Council's 
proposal might reduce the level of support to only 800 of the planned 1.300 town twinning 
projects;

14. Stresses the importance of defining, in a transparent way, adequate margins within 
heading 3b for innovative actions.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The negotiations on the renewed Inter-institutional Agreement on budgetary discipline are 
under going. These should offer the European Parliament the opportunity to reaffirm its 
prerogatives as the budgetary authority and as one of the co-legislating institutions.

The Culture Committee has already taken a firm position through its opinion1.

The Council on 15-16 December 2005 found an agreement on ceilings for expenditure, which 
differ consistently with the position taken by the European Parliament with its resolution2. 
The co-decision procedure on Lifelong Learning, Media, Youth in Action, Culture and 
Citizens for Europe programmes is therefore now at stake.

In this respect, it is crucial to call upon the Council to explain to citizens the consequences of 
its choices on budgetary priorities for the years to come.

1 PE 350226, 1.2.2005
2 PE 368.274, B6-0049/2006
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