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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

Having considered the final proposal for a regulation submitted by the Commission on the 
establishment of the European Institute of Technology1, your draftswoman wishes to draw 
attention to the following points:

- the EIT is intended to be a centre of excellence, or, alternatively, a body for coordinating 
centres of excellence through the activities of the Knowledge and Innovation Communities 
(KICs). By establishing the best possible conditions of work for European researchers, 
particularly by encouraging their mobility and facilitating the recognition of their 
qualifications, it may represent an effective solution to the brain drain, while also attracting 
the best researchers and students in the world to the EU thanks to integrated excellence-driven 
partnerships within the knowledge triangle.

- It is essential in this connection for the KICs to enjoy as much independence as possible to 
carry out their operational activities within the strategic framework defined by the EIT, while 
being answerable to the EIT (cf. Amendments 21 and 22). The KICs should therefore be a 
source of wealth- and job-creation by engendering innovative SMEs in cutting-edge 
technology and promoting new forms of organisations and businesses. In order to boost the 
flow of information and the sharing of knowledge and to promote the optimum use of 
resources, it will be important with this in mind for KICs to form around geographical centres 
and ensure the influence of such centres at local and regional level. (cf. Am. 19).

- In studying the innovation process, the cultural diversity and specific characteristics of 
Europe need to be taken into account. Thanks to its multi-cultural working environment, the 
EIT holds out the promise of better understanding between the Member States, by becoming 
an instrument for cooperation, enabling national conflicts of interest to be more easily 
overcome. It is thus also conceivable that the EIT will provide new types of courses as 
mentioned in Amendment 4 (recital 10a (new)).

- In order to optimise the impact of innovation, a particular place should be accorded to 
engineers on the EIT's Governing Body, so that they can be involved in developing strategies 
and, if necessary, ensuring their optimum implementation in the KICs.

- It is also necessary to reconcile the interests of universities, programmes and current 
research (European Research Council, 7th Framework Programme, Joint Research Centre, 
Technology Platforms) with the creation of the EIT.

- To the extent that the EIT is intended to be an excellence-driven project, it is desirable to 
ensure that the higher education institutions have full authority to award training 
qualifications. If we want the training qualifications issued by higher education institutions 
within a KIC, bearing the EIT label, to be treated as a mark of excellence enjoying high 
visibility and international recognition, no concessions should be made in this area. It is 
desirable in this respect that all the partners within a KIC should contribute to teaching and 
research policy (cf. Am. 27). The Governing Body of the EIT could be assisted by a 
committee of academic experts, giving the EIT's global strategy an integrated educational 

1 Proposal of 18 October 2006 for a regulation of the European Parliament and the Council establishing the 
European Institute of Technology, COM(2006)0604.
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dimension to promote innovation (cf. Am. 3).

- The creation of an EIT quality label, which must represent a significantly higher level than a 
qualification from a non-EIT university, could help widen the institute's reputation and 
establish its worldwide recognition.

- The EIT will have a separate budget independent of the 7th Framework Programme and 
other Community programmes such as the Lifelong Learning programme. However, the 
KICs, like any other eligible body, must be able to respond to calls for tender in connection 
with the Community programmes, under the same conditions as other tenderers, with full 
transparency and with no preferential treatment.

Your draftswoman is therefore firmly convinced that the objectives, structure and funding of 
the EIT must be defined much more precisely in order to develop its full potential.

NB. To avoid unwieldy sentence structure, it is agreed that all words referring to persons in 
this regulation cover both women and men, and are without prejudice to the obligation of 
equal treatment for men and women.

   

AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following amendments in its report:

Text proposed by the Commission1 Amendments by Parliament

Amendment 1
Recital 6

(6) The EIT should have the objective of 
contributing to the development of the 
Community and the Member States 
innovation capacity, by fully involving 
education, research and innovation activities 
at the highest standards.

(6) The EIT should have the objective of 
contributing to the development of the 
Community and the Member States 
innovation capacity, by fully involving 
education, research and innovation activities 
at high standards of excellence.

Amendment 2
Recital 8

(8) In order to contribute to the (8) In order to contribute to the 

1 Not yet published in OJ.
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competitiveness and to reinforce the 
international attractiveness of the European 
economy, the EIT should be able to attract 
partner organisations, researchers and 
students from all over the world and to 
cooperate with third-countries organisations.

competitiveness and to reinforce the 
international attractiveness of the European 
economy, and to make European 
innovation capacity more visible, the EIT 
should be able to attract partner 
organisations, researchers and students from 
all over the world and to cooperate with 
third-countries organisations by 
encouraging mobility for researchers and 
students.

 

Amendment 3
Recital 8 a (new)

(8a) In order to increase its attractiveness, 
the EIT, together with partner institutions, 
should create an appropriate structure 
allowing students and graduates to obtain 
an apprenticeship and/or recruitment in 
leading partner organisations within KICs.

Amendment 4
Recital 9

(9) The EIT should primarily operate 
through excellence-driven long-term 
strategic partnerships on an inter and/or 
trans-disciplinary basis of key potential 
economic and societal interest for Europe. 
These partnerships shall be selected by the 
EIT Governing Board and designated as 
KICs. The relations between the EIT and the 
KICs shall be based on contractual 
agreements, which will set out the KICs' 
rights and obligations, ensure an adequate 
level of coordination and outline the 
mechanism for monitoring and evaluation of 
the KICs activities and outcomes.

(9) The EIT should primarily operate 
through excellence-driven long-term 
strategic partnerships on an inter and/or 
trans-disciplinary basis of key potential 
economic and societal interest for Europe. 
These partnerships shall be selected by the 
EIT Governing Board and designated as 
KICs. KICs should, where possible, and 
when all conditions of excellence are 
fulfilled, be spread evenly across the whole 
territory of the EU. The relations between 
the EIT and the KICs shall be based on 
contractual agreements, which will set out 
the KICs' rights and obligations, ensure an 
adequate level of coordination and outline 
the mechanism for monitoring and 
evaluation of the KICs activities and 
outcomes.

Justification

KICs should, where possible, be spread evenly across the EU, in both new and old Member 
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States.

Amendment 5
Recital 10

(10) There is a need to support education as 
an integral but often missing component of a 
comprehensive innovation strategy. The 
agreement between the EIT and KICs should 
provide that the degrees and diplomas 
awarded through the KICs should be EIT 
degrees and diplomas. The EIT should 
promote the recognition of EIT degrees and 
diplomas in the Member States. All these 
activities should be carried out without 
prejudice to Directive 2005/36/EC on the 
recognition of professional qualifications.

(10) There is a need to support education as 
an integral but often missing component of a 
comprehensive innovation strategy. To that 
end, the EIT's Governing Board might call 
on a committee of academic experts. The 
agreement between the EIT and KICs should 
provide that the training qualifications 
awarded through the higher education 
institutions which are partners of the KICs 
should be training qualifications bearing 
the EIT label. The EIT should promote the 
recognition by the Member States of EIT 
training qualifications bearing its label of 
excellence in the EU Member States and 
outside the EU. All these activities should 
be carried out without prejudice to Directive 
2005/36/EC on the recognition of 
professional qualifications.

Amendment 6
Recital 10 a (new)

 (10a) The EIT might offer new types of 
courses, such as European Business 
Practice, Corporate Governance, 
Entrepreneurism or Business Ethics.

Amendment 7
Recital 10 b (new)

(10b) In order to increase Europe's 
industrial competitiveness, the EIT should 
regularly monitor and consider European 
employers' needs in the context of 
changing educational and innovation 
requirements on the European and global 
market.

Amendment 8
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Recital 12

(12) Appropriate provisions must be made to 
guarantee the liability and transparency of 
the EIT. Appropriate rules governing its 
functioning are adopted in the Statutes of 
the EIT.

(12) Appropriate provisions must be made to 
guarantee the liability, autonomy and 
transparency of the EIT. Appropriate rules 
governing its functioning are adopted in the 
Statutes of the EIT.

Amendment 9
Recital 20

(20) Since the objectives of the action 
cannot be sufficiently achieved by the 
Member States, and can by reason of scale 
and of trans-nationality, be better achieved 
at Community level, the Community may 
adopt measures, in accordance with the 
principle of subsidiarity as set out in Article 
5 of the Treaty. In accordance with the 
principle of proportionality set out in that 
Article, the Regulation does not go beyond 
what is necessary to achieve those objectives

(20) Since the objectives of the action 
cannot be sufficiently achieved by the 
Member States acting individually, and can 
by reason of scale and of trans-nationality, 
be better achieved at Community level, the 
Community may adopt measures, in 
accordance with the principle of subsidiarity 
as set out in Article 5 of the Treaty. In 
accordance with the principle of 
proportionality set out in that Article, the 
Regulation does not go beyond what is 
necessary to achieve those objectives

Amendment 10
Recital 20 a (new)

(20a) The EIT should not be financed from 
funds allocated to  Community 
programmes in the fields of education, 
research or innovation. All possibilities 
offered by the Interinstitutional Agreement 
of 17 May 2006 between the European 
Parliament, the Council and the 
Commission on budgetary discipline and 
sound financial management 1 should be 
explored.
1  OJ C 139, 14.6.2006, p. 1.

Amendment 11
Recital 20 b (new)

(20b) The masculine gender shall be used 
in this regulation solely as a means of 
making the text more readable, with no 
discrimination intended.
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Justification

To avoid unwieldy sentence structure, it is agreed that all words referring to persons in this 
regulation cover both women and men, and are without prejudice to the obligation of equal 
treatment for men and women.

Amendment 12
Article 1

A European Institute of Technology 
(hereinafter referred to as "the EIT"), is 
established.

A European Institute of Technology 
(hereinafter referred to as "the EIT"), is 
established as an independent and 
autonomous body.

Amendment 13
Article 2, point 1

1. “Innovation” means the process and the 
outcomes of this process through which new 
ideas respond to societal or economic 
demand and generate new products, 
services, or business models that are 
successfully introduced in an existing 
market or that are able to create new 
markets.

1. “Innovation” means the process and the 
outcomes of this process through which new 
ideas respond to societal or economic 
demand and generate new products, 
services, or organisational models that are 
successfully introduced in an existing 
market or that are able to create new 
markets.

Amendment 14
Article 2, point 2

2. “Knowledge and Innovation Community” 
means a joint-venture of partner 
organisations, whatever its precise legal 
form, selected and designated by the EIT to 
carry out at the highest level integrated 
innovation, research and education activities 
in a specific field.

2. “Knowledge and Innovation Community” 
means an autonomous legal structure 
consisting of partner organisations, 
whatever its precise legal form, including at 
least one higher education institution, 
selected and designated by the EIT to carry 
out at the highest level integrated 
innovation, research and education activities 
in a specific field.

Justification

The amendment stresses the need for Knowledge and Innovation Communities (KICs) to be 
autonomous as well as the fact that higher education establishments are an essential part of 
them.
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Amendment 15
Article 2, point 3

3. “University” means any type of higher 
education institution which offers 
recognised degrees or other recognised 
tertiary level qualifications, irrespective of 
its denomination in the national context.

3. “Higher education institution” means 
any type of institution which offers 
recognised degrees or other recognised 
tertiary level qualifications, irrespective of 
its denomination in the national context.

 

Amendment 16
Article 3

 The objective of the EIT is to contribute to 
industrial competitiveness by reinforcing the 
innovation capacity of Member States and 
the Community. It shall do this by involving 
and integrating innovation, research and 
education at the highest standards.

The objective of the EIT is to contribute to 
industrial and economic competitiveness by 
reinforcing the innovation capacity of 
Member States and the Community. It shall 
do this by involving and integrating 
innovation, research and education at high 
standards of excellence.

Amendment 17
Article 4, paragraph 1, point (c)

(c) raise awareness among potential 
partner organisations;

deleted

Amendment 18
Article 4, paragraph 1, point (f)

(f) promote the recognition of EIT degrees 
and diplomas in the Member States.

(f) encourage the recognition of training 
qualifications awarded by higher education 
institutions which are partners of the KICs 
and bear the EIT label in the Member 
States.

Amendment 19
Article 4, paragraph 1, point (f a) (new)

 (fa) disseminate best practices, particularly 
as regards the governance of innovation-
based organisations and partnerships 
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between higher education or research 
institutions and businesses.

Amendment 20
Article 4, paragraph 1, point (f b) (new)

(fb) support exchanges between KICs so 
that a common innovation culture can be 
developed.

Justification

The EIT should contribute to the spreading of an innovation culture and should allow 
exchanges between KICs.

Amendment 21
Article 5, paragraph 1, point (a)

(a) innovation activities and investments 
fully integrating the research and education 
dimensions, stimulating the dissemination 
and exploitation of results;

(a) innovation activities and investments 
fully integrating the research and education 
dimensions, stimulating the dissemination 
and exploitation of results, based on new or 
existing Community actions or 
instruments;

Amendment 22
Article 5, paragraph 1, point (c)

(c) education and training activities at master 
and doctoral level, including the 
development of innovation related skills 
and the improvement of managerial and 
entrepreneurial skills;

(c) education and training activities at master 
and doctoral level, as defined in Article 6;

Amendment 23
Article 5, paragraph 1, point (d)

(d) dissemination of best practices, in 
particular concerning the governance of 
innovation oriented organisations and the 
development of co-operation or 
partnerships between education/research 
and business.

deleted
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Amendment 24
Article 5, paragraph 2, subparagraph 3, point (b)

(b) the capacity to ensure a dynamic, flexible 
and attractive working environment which 
rewards both individual and team 
achievements in terms of innovation, 
research and education;

(b) the capacity to ensure a dynamic, flexible 
and attractive working environment which 
validates and rewards both individual and 
team achievements in terms of innovation, 
research and education;

Amendment 25
Article 5, paragraph 2, subparagraph 3, point (c)

(c) the basis on which the degrees and 
diplomas would be awarded including the 
arrangements to take in account the 
Community policy on the European Higher 
Education Area, particularly in terms of 
compatibility, transparency, recognition and 
quality of degrees and diplomas;

(c) the basis on which the training 
qualifications would be awarded including 
the arrangements to take into account the 
Community policy on the European Higher 
Education Area, particularly in terms of 
compatibility, transparency, recognition and 
quality of training qualifications;

Amendment 26
Article 5, paragraph 3 a (new)

 3a. Each KIC shall be formed around one 
or more geographical centres, which might 
for example be located on university 
campuses. It shall also coordinate a wider 
excellence network of research and 
training centres covering the three aspects: 
research, innovation and education. 

Amendment 27
Article 5, paragraph 3 b (new)

 3b. Each KIC shall have as its objective the 
creation of innovative SMEs.

Amendment 28
Article 5, paragraph 4

4. The partnerships may include partner 
organisations from third countries that can 
make a positive contribution to the 

4. The partnerships may include partner 
organisations from third countries that can 
make an efficient and effective contribution 
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objectives of the KICs. to the objectives of the KICs

Amendment 29
Article 5, paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Participants in KIC partnerships should 
not be selected according to national or 
regional criteria but on the basis of 
excellence criteria.

Justification

The right balance should be found between ensuring the European aspect of KICs and 
respecting the need for them to operate in conditions of excellence.

Amendment 30
Article 5 a (new)

 Article 5a
Relations between the EIT and the KICs

1. Each KIC shall carry out its activities in 
an autonomous manner, within the 
framework defined by the EIT.
2. Each KIC shall submit a business plan to 
the Governing Board for approval and 
shall send it a report of its activities on a 
six-monthly basis.

Amendment 31
Article 6, paragraph 1

1. The agreement between the EIT and the 
KICs shall provide that, in the disciplines 
and fields under which studies, research and 
innovation activities are carried out through 
KICs, degrees and diplomas awarded 
through KICs shall be EIT degrees and 
diplomas.

1. The agreement between the EIT and the 
KICs shall provide that, in the disciplines 
and fields under which studies, research and 
innovation activities are carried out through 
KICs, training qualifications awarded 
through KICs shall be training 
qualifications bearing the EIT label.

Amendment 32
Article 6, paragraph 2
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2. The EIT shall encourage partner 
organisations to award joint degrees and 
diplomas reflecting the integrated nature of 
the KICs. However, these may also be 
degrees awarded by one institution as well 
as double or multiple degrees and diplomas.

2. The EIT shall encourage partner higher 
education institutions to award joint 
training qualifications reflecting the 
integrated nature of the KICs. However, 
these may also be training qualifications 
awarded by one higher education institution 
as well as double or multiple training 
qualifications.

Amendment 33
Article 6, paragraph 2 a (new)

 2a. All partners within a KIC shall 
contribute to policy on education and 
training in the disciplines and sectors 
defined in the context of the Governing 
Board’s strategies.

Amendment 34
Article 6, paragraph 3

3. The Member States cooperate in 
recognising EIT degrees and diplomas.

3. The Member States shall cooperate in 
recognising the training qualifications 
awarded by the KICs’ partner higher 
education institutions and bearing the EIT 
label, without prejudice to Directive 
2005/36/EC. 

Amendment 35
Article 6 a (new)

Article 6a
Mobility

1. Through its activities and work, the EIT 
shall help promote mobility within the 
European Higher Education Area 
(pursuant to the agreements concluded 
under the Bologna Process).
2. The transferability of grants allocated 
for KIC activities, in particular to 
researchers and students, should be 
guaranteed.
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Justification

It should be ensured that students and researchers have sufficient means to cover living costs 
for them to be able to devote their time exclusively to their research and training.

Amendment 36
Article 12, paragraph 1

1. The EIT shall ensure that its activities are 
conducted with a high level of transparency.

1. The EIT shall ensure that its activities are 
conducted with a high level of transparency. 
In particular, the EIT shall set up an 
accessible, free, multilingual website 
providing information about the activities 
of the EIT and individual KICs.

Justification

A website should be set up to provide information, so as to ensure a high level of 
transparency and to promote the EIT's work.

Amendment 37
Article 13, paragraph 2

2. The EIT may apply for and/or channel 
Community assistance in particular in the 
framework of Community programmes and 
funds. In that case, such assistance shall not 
be attributed for activities already funded 
through the Community budget.

2. Without prejudice to the funding of 
established Community programmes such 
as the Lifelong Learning programme, the 
EIT may apply for and/or channel 
Community assistance in particular in the 
framework of Community programmes and 
funds. In that case, such assistance shall not 
be attributed for activities already funded 
through the Community budget.

Amendment 38
Article 15 a (new)

Article 15a
Transitional provisions

Within a period of 24 months from the date 
of adoption of this Regulation, the EIT 
shall select up to three KICs in cooperation 
with the Commission. One of those KICs 
should operate in the field of renewable 
energy and climate change.
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Justification

As the main objective of the EIT through the KICs is  to promote innovation in the EU, the 
selection of the field of operation of a KIC  has to be market oriented in an independent way 
and after proposals submitted by the Governing Board.

Amendment 39
Annex, Article 1, paragraph 1

1. The Governing Board shall consist both of 
appointed members providing a balance 
between those with business experience and 
those with academic/research experience 
(hereafter: “appointed members”) and 
members elected by and from among the 
innovation, research, academic, technical 
and administrative staff, students and 
doctoral candidates of the EIT and the KICs 
(hereafter “representative members”).

1. The Governing Board shall consist both of 
appointed members providing a balance 
between those with business experience and 
those with academic/research experience 
(hereafter: “appointed members”) and 
members elected by and from among the 
innovation, research, academic, technical 
and administrative staff, students and 
doctoral candidates of the EIT and the KICs 
(hereafter “representative members”). A 
special place shall be accorded to 
engineers, who, thanks to their know-how, 
make a major contribution to transforming 
the results of research into innovative 
products and processes.

Amendment 40
Annex, Article 2, paragraph 1

1. The Governing board members shall act 
in the interests of the EIT, safeguarding its 
goals and mission, identity and coherence.

1. The Governing Board members shall act 
in the interests of the EIT, safeguarding its 
goals and mission, identity and coherence in 
total independence.
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