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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Notes the consistent achievements of the i2010 strategy, but calls for more ambitious 
aims and citizen-orientated priorities under the next strategy, which will offer both 
economic and social and cultural opportunities for all EU citizens; 

2. Requests that the Commission develop a comprehensive definition of the Digital Agenda 
and make it subject to further discussion with Parliament and the Council, in order to 
achieve common understanding among the EU institutions on key objectives and goals;

3. Stresses that pluralism, freedom of the press and respect for cultural diversity are core 
values and end goals of the European Union; calls on the European Commission therefore 
to ensure that all proposed EU policies comply with these values and goals;

4. Recognises that Europe’s creative and cultural industries not only play an essential role in 
the promotion of cultural diversity, media pluralism and participatory democracy in 
Europe, but are also an important engine for sustainable growth in Europe and thus can 
play a decisive role in the EU’s economic recovery; acknowledges the need to foster an 
environment that will continue to encourage creative industry; 

5. Recognises therefore the urgent need for a clear definition of the Digital Agenda, as an 
important aspect of European cultural dimension and content; calls in this respect on the 
Commission to implement the UNESCO Convention on the Protection and Promotion of 
the Diversity of Cultural Expressions in all policy initiatives relating to the Digital 
Agenda;

6. Stresses that a European digital agenda needs to promote the production and 
dissemination of high-quality and culturally diverse content in the EU in order to 
incentivise all EU citizens to adopt digital technologies such as the Internet, and 
to maximise the cultural and social benefits EU citizens can derive from those 
technologies;

7. Underlines that the digital dividend is a valuable spectrum source for not only economic 
but also social and cultural development; urges the Commission to recognise the value of 
enabling highly popular existing platforms, such as digital terrestrial television, to evolve, 
as well as facilitating the development of other new technologies;

8. Calls for a comprehensive and integrated approach at EU level which not only promotes 
investment in new networks and platforms, but is also concerned with guarantees for the 
openness, universal accessibility and availability as well as safety of communication 
devices and infrastructures and includes a suitable policy on fostering media literacy 
skills, including raising awareness about the use of new technologies;

9. Stresses that a comprehensive, participatory and inclusive approach under the EU’s 
Digital Agenda heavily depends on the non-discriminatory access to, and the effective 
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interoperability of, services for all citizens; 

10. Underlines the importance of data protection in the digital world and urges the 
Commission to take account not only of data protection and privacy questions as such, but 
especially of the specific needs of minors and young adults with respect to these 
questions;

11. Underlines that, to improve digital competitiveness, greater attention must be paid to 
levelling out regional differences in terms of access to information technology and 
broadband Internet coverage;

12. Underlines that greater attention must be paid in the new Digital Agenda to the 
digitisation of, and improving citizens’ access to, Europe’s unique cultural heritage;

13. Calls for new investment in research in order to better implement existing digital 
instruments, to guarantee access to cultural products for all citizens;

14. Recommends that an EU-level information campaign be initiated in order to achieve a 
higher level of awareness, notably by the development and dissemination of digital 
cultural content;

15. Urges Member States to provide adequate financial support for the EU digitisation policy, 
while encouraging both the Commission and the Member States to find appropriate 
solutions to the current legal obstacles;

16. Emphasises that Europeana is the right instrument to enable citizens to access and 
improve their knowledge of European cultural heritage;

17. Asks the Commission in particular to develop, as part of the digital agenda, a modern 
copyright framework that takes due account of digitisation and convergence of the media, 
and to encourage the development of the Internet, which offers many new opportunities 
for the circulation of and access to creative content but also poses risks, e.g. in the form 
of piracy of copyright-protected content; favours more effective measures to fight on-line 
piracy and ensure copyright protection;

18. Stresses the need for a balanced European approach to copyright, where access for 
citizens to creative content online is ensured without compromising the need for proper 
protection of the rights of authors, musicians and other artists to receive an income from 
their works;

19. Calls for respect for transparency, accessibility and equality of opportunity in the use of 
ICT systems, with a view to improving their user-friendliness for the largest possible 
number of European citizens;

20. Stresses the importance of implementing policies and measures promoting ‘digital 
literacy’ in order to reduce barriers to social integration and personal development in a 
lifelong-learning perspective;

21. Highlights the importance of disadvantaged social groups (such as the unemployed, 
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people with low education and the elderly) having access to digital technologies and ICT 
innovations as a means of social inclusion and of combating poverty and growing 
inequalities; urges the Commission and the Member States, therefore, to carry on with 
specific programmes (such as eInclusion and Assistive Technology) aimed at facilitating 
access for these groups; 

22. Recommends regular ICT training sessions in the workplace, with a view to developing 
employees’ digital skills, and thus improving productivity, as well as ensuring that no-one 
is excluded from the labour market on grounds of non-existent or limited ICT skills; 

23. Recommends introducing the notion of digital literacy into education systems, starting as 
early as the pre-primary level, in parallel with foreign languages, with the aim of 
producing skilled users as early as possible;

24. Stresses the importance of educating users in how to handle the resources available on the 
Internet; recalls, especially, that parents and educators need to help instruct children in 
safe Internet use; 

25. Underlines the importance of teaching school students how to use online resources;

26. Recognises the importance of e-learning as a method of education adapted to ICT 
innovations which can meet the needs of people who do not have ready access to 
conventional educational methods, but underlines that the need for the exchange of 
information between teachers, students and other interested parties is an essential 
prerequisite. International exchanges must also be encouraged in order that educational 
establishments might regain their important role in promoting understanding between 
peoples;

27. Calls on the Commission to take account, in its forthcoming multiannual Youth 
programmes, of the need for familiarisation with cutting-edge ICT for all young people at 
all stages of their education, and especially in primary school. 



PE431.011v02-00 6/6 AD\804232EN.doc

EN

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE

Date adopted 22.2.2010

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

30
0
0

Members present for the final vote Maria Badia i Cutchet, Malika Benarab-Attou, Piotr Borys, Silvia 
Costa, Santiago Fisas Ayxela, Mary Honeyball, Cătălin Sorin Ivan, 
Petra Kammerevert, Morten Løkkegaard, Emma McClarkin, Marek 
Henryk Migalski, Katarína Neveďalová, Doris Pack, Chrysoula 
Paliadeli, Marie-Thérèse Sanchez-Schmid, Pál Schmitt, Marco Scurria, 
Timo Soini, Emil Stoyanov, Hannu Takkula, László Tőkés, Helga 
Trüpel, Gianni Vattimo, Sabine Verheyen, Milan Zver

Substitute(s) present for the final vote Ivo Belet, Nessa Childers, Nadja Hirsch, Seán Kelly, Catherine Soullie, 
Rui Tavares


