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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. 
Finds the cuts in the area of education and culture proposed by the Council unacceptable for both political and technical reasons; expresses shock in particular at the cuts  to the education programmes, given that this is completely at odds with  the Council's own statements concerning the importance of education in the context of the EU 2020 strategy and with the mobility objectives set as part of the Lisbon process; is committed to restoring the figures in the Commission's Draft budget; takes the view that restricting funding in the areas of culture, education, sport and youth policies sets a bad example to those drawing up national budgets in the Member States, as it sends a message that savings need to be made in these areas, which are fundamental to the implementation of the flagship initiatives of the Europe 2020 strategy;

2. 
Deplores the lack of ambition in the Commission's Draft budget for funding measures to achieve the headline targets of the Europe 2020 strategy adopted by the European Council; regrets in particular that no additional funds, beyond the financial programming, have been allocated to the areas of education, training and culture, despite their importance for the Europe 2020 strategy and their very high levels of implementation; therefore calls for an increase in appropriations for the Lifelong Learning programme to help the Union meet its headline targets;
3. 
Welcomes the Commission's initiative "Youth on the Move" as a policy initiative; stresses however that no new budget line should be created since its implementation should be realised through the existing programmes;
4. 
Emphasises that the Erasmus, Leonardo da Vinci and People programmes for the mobility of students, professors and researchers in Europe and for the modernisation of Europe's universities should see a substantial increase in their budgets; urges Member States to support and promote the exchange of professors and assist higher education institutions in addressing shortcomings in the recognition of qualifications acquired through student exchange, in particular in the context of the Erasmus programme, as these shortcomings may lower interest amongst students; is also concerned about the social inequalities observed in terms of access to these programmes; recommends increasing their funding, without simply increasing the number of grants, in order to give more people access to them, and asks the Commission to establish a better communication policy vis-à-vis education institutions involved in EU exchange programmes; calls on the Commission to allocate more funding to the professional training of youth in order to facilitate their reorientation towards those areas of the economy that are functional and more viable in these times of economic crisis;
5. 
Emphasises the need to allocate sufficient financial support to elaborate the new competence for sport under Article 165 TFEU, which requires that more resources than before be made available with a view to supporting measures in this area, such as promoting sport and assisting associations, and to gaining experience in preparation for the implementation of a fully-fledged sport programme as of 2012; emphasises the particularly important role sport plays in shaping a sense of European identity and developing further the concept of Union citizenship; emphasises, moreover, the power sport has to integrate people into society; points out that the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty offers no justification for cutting appropriations in the 2011 budget, but that instead the Union has an obligation to continue implementing the preparatory action with undiminished commitment with a view to fulfilling its new tasks in this area;

6. 
Expresses deep surprise and concern at the Council's proposals to cut payment appropriations substantially against a number of budget headings, given that this will prevent funding which has already been pledged from being paid out in good time, with the result that these cuts  will lead to late payments and result in additional payments of interest rates and thereby in higher costs in 2012;
7. 
Requests moving the Media Mundus programme from subheading 3b back to heading 4, where the Preparatory Action was located, as this action has a strong international dimension, making it an element of the Union's foreign policy;
8. 
Finds that ICT education and training is vital to ensure that Europe develops new skills for new jobs and takes full advantage of the potentials of an ever more digital society; therefore suggests that EU programmes should contribute more to developing these skills, along with skills associated with the green economy and sustainable development; recommends that protection of personal data form an integral part of ICT-related programmes;
9. 
Is concerned about the low level of appropriations for communication and the significant reductions, especially as regards training seminars for journalists; urges appropriations to be increased in order to improve the coordination of the Europe Direct Information Centres and to facilitate the opening of new European Public Spaces;
10. 
Considers it strategically important to make a greater financial commitment to promoting the Union’s cultural heritage (both tangible and intangible), including in synergy with the Union’s newly acquired competence for tourism.
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