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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Petitions, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Takes the view that shortcomings in the dissemination of information is one of the main 

reasons EU citizens are unable to make full use of their rights; calls once again on the 

Commission, as 2013 – the European Year of Citizens – approaches, to guarantee – in 

collaboration with local, regional and national authorities and representatives of civil 

society – a comprehensive communication strategy in order to inform European citizens 

about their rights, thereby encouraging citizenship education, enabling citizens to express 

their views and ensuring that those views are better understood; considers that Members 

of the European Parliament should be active at local level and communicate with citizens 

in their constituencies; 

2. Takes the view that the closer communication is to citizens, the more effective it is; 

emphasises the role of Members of the European Parliament in actively communicating 

with constituents; urges national and regional bodies to take ownership of rights 

guaranteed under EU law; and calls on the Commission to identify implementation gaps in 

this area; 

3. Calls on the EU institutions to strive to improve the user-friendliness of their websites and 

to make full use of social media; 

4. Welcomes the European Citizens’ Initiative and stresses the need to ensure that it is 

rapidly put into effect by providing the means whereby it can become a mechanism which 

genuinely enables citizens to participate in the European Union’s decision-making 

processes; urges the Commission to raise public awareness of the opportunities for action 

this mechanism offers and calls for genuine account to be taken of proposals put forward 

by citizens;  

5. Points to the Interinstitutional Group on Information as a forum within which the EU 

institutions can work to honour their commitment to ‘communicate Europe in partnership’ 

and coordinate the effort to raise awareness of the rights conferred by the EU; points out 

that cooperation in the Interinstitutional Group on Information has come to a halt lately 

and encourages all parties involved to agree on common communication strategies in 

order to maximise the impact of communication efforts; 

6. Points out that volunteering is an important means of enhancing the scope for involving 

every EU citizen in society, teaching citizens about and enabling them to pursue active 

citizenship, creating social capital and fostering a stronger sense of European identity; 

calls on the Commission and Member States to remove the obstacles to volunteering, to 

develop strategies to promote it and to acknowledge the contribution it makes to 

promoting EU citizenship; 

7. Calls on the Commission to establish mechanisms to foster the development of a culture 

of protecting and promoting fundamental rights at all political levels, so as to encourage 

interactive political dialogue and put the principle of participatory democracy into 



 

PE474.001v02-00 4/6 AD\889684EN.doc 

EN 

practice; 

8.  Urges the Commission to streamline the provision of information on mobility for EU 

students, teachers and researchers, by setting up a one-stop-shop system, in order to make 

it easier for them to take advantage of the opportunities provided under European 

programmes; urges the Commission to promote information campaigns to publicise the 

Europass instrument and the work of EURES; 

9. Emphasises the importance of volunteering and of its role in building genuine EU 

citizenship, particularly as regards the safeguarding of citizens’ rights and the 

strengthening of social cohesion and mutual understanding between EU citizens; 

10. Emphasises the right of EU citizens to receive objective and reliable news from 

independent media, on the basis that freedom and pluralism of the media must be 

respected, as laid down in Article 11 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 

European Union; 

11. Calls on the European Union and its Member States to ensure, not least through the work 

of public broadcasting organisations, that appropriate information is provided about the 

history and culture of Europe and its institutions and about Community programmes in the 

academic, social and economic fields, in order to open up access to the opportunities 

which the EU offers; 

12. Calls on the Directorates-General for Communication of Parliament and of the 

Commission to enhance and broaden the scope for involving schoolchildren and students, 

as well as their teachers, in interactive communication campaigns, including on the 

internet and through innovative approaches, in order to increase awareness of, and active 

participation in, matters relating to EU citizenship; 

13. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to take all necessary steps to facilitate 

mobility for citizens moving between EU Member States and ensure full recognition of 

diplomas, certificates and periods of study and vocational training, thereby removing 

obstacles to the mobility of students and job-seekers, as this is vital if the aims of the 

Bologna process are to be achieved, and to step up their efforts to disseminate even more 

broadly information concerning the possibilities offered to European citizens by 

educational and vocational training programmes; strongly recommends establishing 

common criteria for the mutual recognition of formal and non-formal vocational training, 

for example by speeding up the adoption of the EQF system for the recognition of 

qualifications, transparency and the validation of skills; 

14. Calls on the Commission and Council to support and broaden all cultural and educational 

programmes promoting European and cross-border mobility, and multilingualism, in order 

to nurture and enhance shared values and interculturalism in the context of EU citizenship; 

15. Urges the Commission to take active measures to guarantee the right of all EU citizens to 

high-quality basic education and high-quality vocational training; 

16. In addition to freedom of movement and education, stresses the significance of lifelong 

learning, vocational training and further training programmes in helping to eliminate 
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obstacles to the rights of EU citizens; 

17. Emphasises the enormous contribution made by Erasmus and other mobility programmes 

to fostering a sense of European citizenship; calls for renewed efforts to increase 

participation rates; 

18. Points to the importance of improving language skills through the teaching of at least two 

foreign languages from a very early age, as recommended by the Barcelona European 

Council of 15-16 March 2002, so that EU citizens can access information and truly 

exercise their rights throughout the Union; stresses the need to step up EU and Member 

State efforts in this area by incorporating more actively the foreign languages teaching 

programme at every level of education and by placing special emphasis on providing 

equal access to language learning for all children;  

19. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal to make 2013 the European Year of Citizens and 

highlights the importance of granting a status to EU citizenship and recognising the rights 

associated with this; stresses the need to promote awareness and information on those 

rights in the everyday lives of the members of the public, with special reference to new 

generations; 

 

20. Stresses the importance of further action to support, highlight and promote European 

cross-border cooperation programmes in the field of culture and education as a significant 

means of heightening awareness of a common European identity; 

21. Calls on the Commission to pay attention to establishing a balance in terms of the mobility 

of professionals and of those involved in research, education and training among the 

various Member States and regions; 

22. Calls for public consultations carried out by the Commission to be used more effectively 

as a means of engaging citizens in dialogue so that policy outcomes better match their 

expectations; takes the view that such consultations should be available in all official 

languages and should be conducted proactively in conjunction with national and local 

bodies, NGOs, trade unions and other multipliers; calls on the Commission to review its 

consultation guidelines to take account of this. 
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