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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Notes that 2014 will be the first year for the launch and implementation of the new 

multiannual programmes in the fields of education, training, youth, sport, culture, media 

and citizenship; welcomes the fact that for the first time, the European dimension in 

sport is supported by an EU programme; highlights the importance of sufficient 

commitment and payment appropriations to ensure the full functioning of the 

programmes right from the beginning of the programming period; 

2. Insists that sufficient payment appropriations are made available for the correct and full 

implementation of the 2014 policy engagements; 

3. Emphasises that the new programme for education, training, youth and sport is crucial 

for the success of the Europe 2020 strategy; recalls that in the past, there has been 

particularly high demand for mobility under the Erasmus scheme; stresses the 

importance of this programme and the Youth Employment Initiative for the 

employability of young people; asks therefore to pay particular attention to the level of 

payments for mobility and to the accountability of the organisation related to the 

guarantee facility from the first year on; stresses however that these programmes cannot 

replace structural efforts and reforms which must make the education systems and 

labour markets in Member States fit for the challenges of the future; 

4. Recalls the problems related to the insufficient levels of payments regarding the 

Lifelong learning programmes, in particular Erasmus in the amending budget 2012 and 

the budget 2013; calls on the Council to ensure a proper implementation of the 

programme taking into account the high execution rates; 

5. Insists that the budget appropriations for youth actions are established through a 

separate budget line, reflecting their specific objectives;  

6. Believes that the Special Olympics should be supported under a separate budget line to 

secure EU funding for this European event in line with the 2009 Declaration of the 

European Parliament on support for Special Olympics in the European Union; 

7. Underlines that the Creative Europe Programme has a significant role to play in 

supporting the cultural and creative industries, which contribute not only to cultural 

diversity but also to the economy; regrets that the level of commitment appropriations 

for this programme in the Commission Draft Budget is significantly lower than for its 

predecessors in 2013 and calls for an increase; 

8. Deplores the fact that the Commission Draft Budget foresees lower commitment 

appropriations for the Europe for Citizens Programme in 2014 than in 2013; calls for an 

increase of appropriations; 

9. Emphasises that the EU communication policy is of crucial importance in order to bring 
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the EU closer to its citizens and to promote their awareness, understanding and 

involvement in the EU policy-making process; calls for increased inter-institutional 

cooperation on communication policies ahead of the 2014 elections. 
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