
AD\1015197EN.doc  PE522.889v02-00 

EN  EN 

  

 EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014 

 

Committee on Culture and Education 
 

2013/2167(INI) 

22.1.2014 

OPINION 

of the Committee on Culture and Education 

for the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

on the EU foreign policy in a world of cultural and religious differences 

(2013/2167(INI)) 

Rapporteur: Georgios Papanikolaou 

 



PE522.889v02-00 2/6 AD\1015197EN.doc 

EN 

PA_NonLeg 



AD\1015197EN.doc 3/6 PE522.889v02-00 

 EN 

SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

A. whereas the EU is characterised by its cultural and religious diversity and is at the heart of 

a rich cultural interchange; whereas under the EU Agenda for Culture, all relevant actors 

have jointly set the goal of promoting culture and cultural dialogue as a key part of the 

EU’s external relations and the European Neighbourhood Policy; 

B. whereas the EU is not only an economic area or a market power; whereas successive EU 

enlargements, the mobility of European citizens, past and present migration flows and 

exchanges of every kind with the rest of the world are contributing to this diversity in 

matters of culture, conscience, belief and religion; 

C. whereas culture, as it fosters mutual respect and an ability to listen to and understand other 

forms of behaviour, mentalities, ways of thinking or senses of belonging to diverse 

religions and faiths, is a strong vehicle for the promotion of human rights; 

D. whereas culture is a facilitator of development, inclusion, democracy, human rights, trade, 

innovation, education, conflict prevention and reconciliation, mutual understanding, 

creativity and entrepreneurship; 

E. whereas creators and artists effectively act as cultural ‘diplomats’, exchanging and 

comparing their different aesthetic, political, moral, social or religious values; 

F. whereas the EU is party to the 2005 UNESCO Convention on the Protection and 

Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions, which aims to ensure that cultural 

expertise can be disseminated worldwide; whereas cultural exchange promotes learning, 

mutual understanding, peace and stability; 

G. whereas respect for freedom of cultural and religious expression and practices means, 

above all, strictly respecting human rights; 

H. whereas the internet can facilitate freedom of expression, pluralism, exchange of 

information, access to cultural content, education, human rights, development, freedom of 

assembly, democracy, and intercultural and interreligious interaction and inclusion; 

1. Recalls that education, both formal and informal, and in all the forms of learning, training 

and peer-to-peer training that it takes, is a prerequisite for accessing culture and promoting 

mobility, and, in this context, underlines the importance of guaranteeing equal access to 

education; highlights the importance of area studies in providing comprehensive 

knowledge of cultural and religious heritage; stresses the role of culture as a means of 

promoting democratisation, human rights, conflict prevention and peace-building, while at 

the same time ensuring respect for all kinds of diversity; draws attention to public 

diplomacy efforts that present a well-informed view of the Union to third and 

neighbourhood countries; 

2. Stresses that democratic and fundamental freedoms such as freedom of expression, press 
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freedom, access to information and communication, freedom of religion or belief, freedom 

from want and freedom from fear, and freedom to connect, online and offline, are 

preconditions for cultural expression; 

3. Underlines the importance of cultural and public diplomacy in advancing the EU’s 

interests and values in the world, and stresses the need for the EU to act as a global player; 

welcomes the Erasmus+ and Europe for Citizens programmes, which will contribute to 

enhancing linguistic competence, cultural awareness, active citizenship and mutual 

understanding; 

4. Stresses the importance of the Creative Europe programme in the cultural and creative 

sectors, in particular the audiovisual sector; calls for the creation of a cultural visa for 

third country nationals, artists and other professionals in the cultural sector, along the lines 

of the scientific visa programme established in 2005; highlights the importance of the 

exchange of cultural goods, particularly in the context of bilateral agreements; also points 

out that many European films, in particular subtitled works competing for the LUX Prize, 

are highly suited to the promotion of cross-cultural understanding; 

5. Underlines the importance of the EU as an unprecedented and successful social and 

cultural project that aims to shape the perceptions of third countries in the world; calls on 

Member States and EU institutions to strengthen the cultural component of the foreign 

policy of the EU as an instrument for protecting the diversity of cultures, traditions and 

languages within the EU and abroad; encourages the EU to promote the ‘united in 

diversity’ principle with a view to shaping the mentalities of third countries so that they 

commit themselves to protecting their cultural diversity; 

6. Recalls that a common EU strategy on culture in the EU’s external actions coordinated by 

the European External Action Service (EEAS) is necessary in order to enable strategic and 

efficient use of cultural resources and budgets; encourages the EEAS to work on the 

results of the Preparatory Action on ‘Culture in EU External Relations’ and to integrate 

culture and the cultural dimension as vital elements of EU external policy and diplomacy; 

also encourages the EEAS to establish a contact point specifically tasked with 

coordinating culture diplomacy; 

7. Calls on the EEAS and the EU delegations to publicise and further complement the 

cultural initiatives launched and carried out by the Member States, as well as those 

launched by the EU institutions such as the LUX Prize; calls for action to disseminate 

Europe’s rich cultural heritage as a means of promoting cultural exchanges and tourism; 

8. Supports the increasing cooperation between, and involvement of, third and 

neighbourhood countries in EU cultural and educational programmes, for example the 

launch of multinational projects and simplified visa arrangements for those involved; 

stresses that those programmes should be consistent with the EU acquis and should 

respect the cultural and historical features of the Union; encourages synergies and good 

practice in youth initiatives, in mobility schemes for all participants in Erasmus+ and in 

Creative Europe, for the purpose of fostering mutual understanding and promoting 

multilingualism, sport, media, tourism, volunteering and training as integral parts of 

external relations; 

9. Calls on the EU institutions to strengthen cultural cooperation with third countries to 
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promote the visibility of the Union and its Member States, market access for cultural 

goods and services from developing countries, tourism, investment, as well as expertise in 

the area of heritage; 

10. Underlines the fact that digitisation, virtual exchanges, eTwinning and open educational 

resources afford unprecedented opportunities to further develop interaction with third and 

neighbourhood countries in the areas of culture and education; 

11. Highlights the role of new technologies as instruments for connecting people, both EU 

citizens and citizens of third and neighbourhood countries, through culture and respect for 

diversity; stresses the importance of the new media in providing access to cultural goods, 

as demonstrated by key projects such as Europeana; underlines the importance of ‘virtual 

exchanges’ through social media and communication technology as a channel for debate 

and of youth exchange networks between cultural and educational institutions; regrets the 

fact that repressive regimes increasingly censor and monitor the internet; urges the 

Commission to implement the recommendations set out in Parliament’s resolution of 11 

December 2012 on a Digital Freedom Strategy in EU Foreign Policy1; 

12. Urges the EU to develop cultural cooperation programmes with the aim of increasing 

people’s access to culture and people-to-people contacts; calls for the continuation and 

broadening of cross-border cultural cooperation programmes under the European 

Neighbourhood Instruments, such as the Euromed Heritage IV programme, so as to 

preserve and promote Europe’s cultural heritage and intercultural exchanges; 

13. Promotes the use of social media and other forms of interactive cultural dialogue as a 

means of engaging young people with the common values of the EU, including human 

rights, rule of law, democracy and good governance; highlights the importance of youth-

led initiatives in promoting youth participation and citizenship; 

14. Highlights the importance of an EU framework policy on culture in external relations to 

promote the founding values of our democratic societies and combat the ideologies of 

emerging populist movements within the EU and abroad; 

15. Acknowledges the link between cultural rights and human rights, and objects, meanwhile, 

to the use of cultural or religious arguments to justify human rights violations; stresses 

that the EU must continue its efforts to be a relevant ‘soft power’ and a ‘civilian power’ 

founded on standards and values that inspire the world of tomorrow; 

16. Underlines the fact that the cultural aspect of diplomatic and foreign relations affords the 

possibility for a more targeted image projection of the EU on the global stage and the 

creation of a common external European cultural identity based on the ‘united in 

diversity’ principle; stresses that a strategic approach to the cultural aspect of EU foreign 

affairs is needed in order to fully utilise this potential; 

17. Notes that culture is a potent instrument that can bring added value to EU diplomatic and 

foreign relations, and calls for capacity-building to be stepped up as regards cultural skills, 

through the training of EU diplomats in order to ensure that they are well-equipped to be 

cultural ambassadors for the EU. 
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