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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

A. concerned at the impact which the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) will 
have on research and innovation projects, given that EUR 500 million is to be taken from 
Horizon 2020 over the next 5 years;

B. whereas investments in secondary and higher education, formal and informal vocational 
training and research should be at the core of the objectives of the European Fund for 
Strategic Investments, as they are the key to improved social inclusion and sustainable 
economic growth, and in the long term provide support for competitiveness;

C. whereas the cultural and creative sectors, as a whole, must be prioritised in the EFSI, as 
they are part of a booming economic sector, able to create jobs and opportunities for 
further economic and social development in Europe, provided that the necessary 
investments respond to their needs;

D. whereas the multiannual financial framework (MFF) will enter its third year in 2016 and 
will need to be reviewed at its mid-term as a means of putting an end to the untenable 
situation whereby programmes which have already been approved, and which are 
therefore being implemented, are compromised by a lack of resources and non-payment of 
funds by the Union; is particularly worried that a similar situation may develop in the 
context of the new programmes and the fact, given the large number of citizens directly 
involved in such programmes, notably Erasmus+, this would in turn cause a dangerous 
loss of the EU’s credibility and would undermine citizens’ trust in the EU institutions;

1. Recalls the importance of programmes in the field of education and culture and the need 
for sufficient commitment and payment appropriations to be allocated to them in order to 
ensure that such programmes reach the intended number of beneficiaries and thus have the 
intended impact while maintaining the focus on transparency, keeping in mind the 
principles of subsidiarity and proportionality; reiterates its concerns regarding the 
implementation of the integrated Creative Europe programme following the administrative 
division of the programme’s Culture and Media strands and the subsequent balance issues 
regarding policy and funding;

2. Recalls also that Erasmus+ and Creative Europe should to open up to smaller-scale 
projects that are key to creativity, mobility and innovation in Europe; considers that 
smaller projects in Erasmus+ under key 2 actions in schools should be especially targeted 
from now on, as there has been a constant decline in the number of smaller projects 
selected in this area and this is in direct contradiction with the goals of the Union in terms 
of developing education and mobility at schools; considers, furthermore, that due 
emphasis should be placed on smaller projects in Creative Europe, as they are key to a 
very distinctive European characteristic, enabling artists and cultural workers to meet and 
develop laboratories of ideas, practices and innovation;

3. Stresses that EU communication policy must be improved as a matter of urgency in order 
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to more effectively enter into dialogue with citizens, allowing them to make full use of 
their right to be informed and involved in EU policy making, and to reach a wider range 
of action; highlights, in this connection, the positive role of pan-European networks made 
up of local and national media, such as EuranetPlus; calls on the Commission to reinstate 
sustainable financing for these networks;

4. Reiterates the importance of cultural cooperation and diplomacy in relations with EU 
neighbours; calls, on this basis, for a coherent strategy to support the mobility of young 
people, artists, creators and other professionals working in the cultural sector, in the 
context of joint cultural and educational projects, through which the EU should promote 
its culture and values; highlights the importance of projects with partner countries, with 
the use of Heading IV budget lines;

5. Stresses the importance of cultural and linguistic diversity among the Member States and 
calls on the Commission to ensure that this diversity is safeguarded, enhanced and 
promoted;

6. Views with growing scepticism the Commission’s non-transparent contractual relations 
with regard to the financing of Euronews, especially in view of the recent renewal of the 
relevant partnership agreements and the participation of new investors in Euronews;

7. Asks the Commission, in the framework of the EFSI, to consider co-financing with EFSI 
funds those projects which are already financed by cohesion funds in the cultural and 
creative industries (CCI) sectors and which aim to safeguard and promote the European 
cultural heritage, ensuring additionality;

8. Calls on the Commission, as a matter of urgency, to revise the current limitation, set at 
EUR 5 million (EUR 10 million for UNESCO sites), applying under the European Fund 
for Regional Development to small-scale infrastructure projects, which risks reducing the 
scope for investment in culture, which is of vital importance to social and economic 
development in the EU;

9. Stresses the current high level of youth unemployment and asks for strong budget 
commitments to address this problem, by strengthening the links between education, 
research and innovation, which play a crucial role in recruitment of young people, and by 
providing training for employees and officials of local and national administrations, with 
special attention being paid to disadvantaged regions.
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