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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Transport and Tourism, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Advocates an inclusive view of tourism and acknowledges the need to strike a balance 
between economic, social, cultural and environmental needs, including the protection of 
cultural heritage, to comprehensively ensure the mid-term and long-term sustainability 
of tourism;

2. Recognises that cultural tourism has significant potential to generate growth and jobs in 
the EU, with as many as four in ten tourists already choosing their destination on the 
basis of its cultural offering; notes, however, that cultural heritage offerings only recoup 
a minimal share of the economic value they generate, requiring, therefore, new, 
alternative and stable sources of funding, in order to continue to serve as the basis for 
sustainable tourism; notes that some regions in Europe that have a rich cultural offering 
still have underdeveloped tourism sectors; believes that developing and promoting 
tourism in such regions would not only broaden the choice for people seeking new 
destinations and experiences, but could also help reduce tourist flows to excessively 
visited and popular sites and locations and could help reduce socioeconomic inequalities 
between the various regions and Member States; calls for instances where the public 
and private sectors are working together on initiatives to be encouraged and for access 
for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to the market to be facilitated;

3. Points out that the existence of cultural heritage sites encourages people to travel and 
learn about different societies and cultures; thus promoting diversity, cohesion, social 
inclusion, solidarity and shared citizenship, dialogue and mutual understanding; recalls 
that, according to the Special Eurobarometer 466 report of December 2017 on Cultural 
Heritage,72 % of a survey group aged between 15-24 agree that the presence of cultural 
heritage can have an influence on their choice of holiday destination1; highlights the 
role that the DiscoverEU initiative can play in this regard; points out that this initiative 
should be promoted as a complement to the education and training of young people; 
recalls, however, its position that the continuation of this initiative through Erasmus+ is 
only possible with adequate funding for the programme in the next multiannual 
financial framework; notes further that the initiative has not benefited young people 
equally; calls on the Commission to further improve equal opportunities to its access, 
with particular attention given to involving young people with fewer opportunities, from 
rural and remote areas of the Member States, and from Member States without good rail 
links to other EU countries;

4. Reiterates the positive impact of cultural and creative sectors in the promotion of 
sustainable tourism and calls on the Commission to further assess ways to support them; 
recalls the role of the EAFRD and more particularly the LEADER programme; points 
out that Erasmus+ programmes and the European Solidarity Corps foster intra-European 
tourism and cultural exchanges and are an opportunity to preserve the EU's cultural 
values; recognises the key role played by the European Capitals of Culture in the 
promotion of cities and regions as, by setting their cultural, artistic and social projects 

1 https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/ResultDoc/download/DocumentKy/80882
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within an economic framework, they integrate therein sustainable tourism concepts;

5. Calls on the Member States and other relevant stakeholders to further promote 
sustainable cultural tourism, which can lead to overall local and regional development, 
while paying particular attention to local economies, cultures, lifestyles and traditions 
and ensuring that local communities and industries, SMEs and other relevant 
stakeholders are closely involved in a participatory and equitable manner; notes the 
importance of community ownership to improve inclusion of local communities; 
considers that measures should be put forward for those regions in need in order to 
transition towards sustainable tourism models;

6. Points to the opportunities provided by new technologies in the promotion of tourism 
and calls for measures to be taken to speed up the digital transformation in order to be 
better prepared for future scenarios; highlights the importance of digitalising cultural 
heritage, both as a source for education and research as well as a tool for preservation; 
calls on the Commission to encourage and support the use of digital tools in the cultural 
tourism sector; stresses the role of the Cohesion Funds, and in particular the European 
Regional Development Fund, in making it possible, using digital means, to fund tourism 
initiatives and reconstruction and preservation techniques where sites are too fragile to 
be visited;

7. Believes that tour operators can and must play an increasing role in promoting 
sustainable tourism by, inter alia, encouraging customers to reduce their waste, 
promoting sustainable activities and educating them about the places they are visiting, 
especially the value and protection of cultural heritage; is of the view that professional 
tourist guides play a vital role in promoting cultural heritage and therefore calls on the 
Member States to ensure that their profession is properly recognised and enjoys 
adequate protection in the labour market; stresses the need to promote sustainable 
tourism not just in the EU, but also in third countries;

8. Takes the view that a holistic approach to sustainable cultural tourism must also include 
engagement with civil society networks and greater cooperation within and between the 
Member States and local authorities;

9. Insists on the need, without prejudice to the principle of subsidiarity, to promote and 
supplement the capacities of the Member States in education and training in the field of 
sustainable and responsible tourism; calls for investment in educational programmes, 
including use of virtual technologies, in order to highlight the value of cultural heritage 
protection; recalls the importance of training skilled craftspeople and the need for 
European exchanges of ancestral know-how; believes that tailored tourism training and 
upskilling programmes need to be developed; encourages engagement through 
volunteering activities via Union programmes and initiatives such as the European 
Solidarity Corps;

10. Stresses the need to study the resilience of cultural heritage and notes the liaison 
between sustainable tourism and cultural heritage; believes that cultural tourism can act 
as a catalyst for strengthening the mutual understanding of people in the EU by allowing 
them to discover European cultural heritage in all its diversity; highlights the need to 
take into account the lessons learnt from the European Year of Cultural Heritage; recalls 
that many initiatives have been taken at EU, national and local level to improve 
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sustainable tourism by integrating cultural heritage into environmental, architectural and 
planning policies; considers the need to protect industrial heritage of regions in 
transition to enable new economic and professional opportunities in those areas; 
reiterates the need to raise awareness of heritage protection among all actors, including 
of the risk of illicit traffic in cultural goods; points out that any reflection on sustainable 
tourism must also take a another look at works and cultural goods that have been looted, 
stolen or illegally obtained during wars; encourages the promotion of excellence in 
sustainable cultural tourism; calls on the Member States to take measures to foster 
collaboration between experts in cultural tourism and to promote cooperation and 
exchange of best practices in the sector;

11. Is concerned about the lack of proper management plans for cultural heritage sites and 
the impact of poorly managed tourism flows, uncontrolled development and excessive 
commodification; is further concerned that due to the economic downturn, which may 
have an impact on funding for culture both at national and EU level, financing for the 
protection of cultural heritage may be reduced; urges the Member States to put strong 
mechanisms in place to prevent unsustainable tourism flows; highlights the need for 
appropriate prevention and adaptation measures to limit the effects of climate change 
and natural disasters; calls on the Commission to propose specific actions to preserve 
and protect cultural heritage in the light of these natural and human-made hazards; calls 
for the most endangered European cultural sites to be identified at EU level; underlines 
the importance of EU funds in the protection of cultural heritage sites and calls for 
adequate funding in this regard;

12. Highlights the important role that education and the promotion of EU initiatives can 
play in helping to discover and encouraging travel to fewer well-known and popular 
destinations, such as rural areas, and low-season travel; recommends further efforts to 
promote sustainability and accessibility in tourism, in particular for the elderly and 
people with disabilities and in view of the ongoing travel restrictions in the medium 
term; stresses the importance of initiatives that promote autonomous access to sites for 
persons with impaired mobility; welcomes the European Smart Tourism Awards with 
its four specific award categories for accessibility, sustainability, digitalisation and 
cultural heritage and creativity;

13. Calls on the Commission to further support the development of cultural tourism 
initiatives in those areas where potential is untapped; notes the importance of promoting 
environmentally respectful initiatives for sustainable tourism purposes, including 
cultural and traditional routes and pan-European cultural events, to raise awareness of 
the significance of European culture;

14. Considers that the Cultural Routes programme launched by the Council of Europe help 
to highlight Europe’s diverse history and promotes cultural heritage; notes the 
importance of connecting tourist attractions; believes that the programme has a high 
potential for small businesses, intercultural dialogue and transnational cooperation, and 
it must evolve by increasingly advocating for sustainability in tourism, including 
protection for cultural heritage;

15. Highlights the need to help the Member States to promote entrepreneurial spirit in the 
tourism sector and related industries through the European Structural and Investment 
Funds; believes that citizens are the best ambassadors for history, cultural wealth and 
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regional traditions; recognises the role of the collaborative economy in the tourism 
sector and welcomes the conclusion of an agreement between the Commission and the 
collaborative economy platforms to publish key data on tourism accommodation; 
stresses the importance of striking a balance between transparency and the protection of 
privacy while continuing cooperation with platforms to develop evidence-based 
sustainable tourism policies;

16. Stresses the sector’s resilience during the COVID-19 crisis and welcomes the emerging 
digital cultural tourism offerings, such as online museum tours and virtual guided tours 
of European cities; is, however, concerned about the impact of the COVID-19 crisis on 
tourism, which is among the hardest-hit sectors due to travel restrictions and closures of 
various venues and cultural sites; believes that the impact of the COVID-19 may result 
in a substantial change in tourists’ destination choices and behaviour; notes in this 
regard the importance of promoting a shift from mass tourism to other forms of cultural 
and sustainable tourism; highlights the importance of a strategy on sustainable tourism 
that also meets the EU’s 2050 climate goals, places people at the heart of it and includes 
relevant support and recovery measures; stresses the need to include tourism as a 
priority area in the EU recovery plan with a focus on sustainable tourism and 
responsible territorial marketing; calls on the Member States to implement tailored 
support measures for cultural tourism; emphasises the significance of nurturing and 
keeping active tourism flows between the EU and the UK following the end of the 
transition period.



AD\1216330EN.docx 7/8 PE648.598v02-00

EN

INFORMATION ON ADOPTION IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION

Date adopted 27.10.2020

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

26
1
2

Members present for the final vote Isabella Adinolfi, Christine Anderson, Andrea Bocskor, Vlad-Marius 
Botoş, Ilana Cicurel, Gilbert Collard, Gianantonio Da Re, Laurence 
Farreng, Tomasz Frankowski, Romeo Franz, Hannes Heide, Irena 
Joveva, Petra Kammerevert, Niyazi Kizilyürek, Predrag Fred Matić, 
Dace Melbārde, Victor Negrescu, Niklas Nienaß, Peter Pollák, Marcos 
Ros Sempere, Domènec Ruiz Devesa, Andrey Slabakov, Massimiliano 
Smeriglio, Michaela Šojdrová, Sabine Verheyen, Salima Yenbou, 
Theodoros Zagorakis, Milan Zver

Substitutes present for the final vote Pernando Barrena Arza



PE648.598v02-00 8/8 AD\1216330EN.docx

EN

FINAL VOTE BY ROLL CALL IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION

26 +

PPE Andrea Bocskor, Tomasz Frankowski, Peter Pollák, Michaela Šojdrová, Sabine 
Verheyen, Theodoros Zagorakis, Milan Zver

S&D Hannes Heide, Petra Kammerevert, Predrag Fred Matić, Victor Negrescu, Marcos Ros 
Sempere, Domènec Ruiz Devesa, Massimiliano Smeriglio

RENEW Vlad-Marius Botoş, Ilana Cicurel, Laurence Farreng, Irena Joveva

VERTS/ALE Romeo Franz, Niklas Nienaß, Salima Yenbou

ECR Dace Melbārde, Andrey Slabakov

GUE/NGL Pernando Barrena Arza, Niyazi Kizilyürek

NI Isabella Adinolfi

1 -

ID Gilbert Collard 

2 0

ID Christine Anderson, Gianantonio Da Re

Key to symbols:
+ : in favour
- : against
0 : abstention


