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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice 
and Home Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Considers that in order to fight against disinformation and misinformation, reinstate a 
climate of trust in the media and counter threats to democracy, a comprehensive EU 
strategy on media and information literacy is needed, developed in cooperation with the 
Member States and civil society organisations, and aimed at empowering everyone in 
the EU to identify news sources and critically assess media content, understand the 
difference between editorial and commercial content, and recognise the difference 
between opinion and fact; believes that media and civil society organisations are key to 
fostering media literacy and helping to prevent the spreading of hate speech;

2. Stresses that media freedom has been rapidly deteriorating across Europe over the past 
decade, facing challenges highlighted in court cases, official enquiries and reports by 
the EU institutions and non-governmental organisations; believes that while the decline 
can be attributed to a range of legal, political and economic factors, the EU institutions 
must respect and protect the fundamental rights of media freedom and pluralism as an 
essential pillar of democracy enshrined in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 
European Union;

3. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to step up their efforts to tackle 
disinformation and misinformation – the aim of which is to undermine trust in European 
democratic foundations – to identify them as a threat to the European Union and its 
Member States, and to propose an adequate increase in financial and personnel 
resources for combating this phenomenon;

4. Welcomes the recent launch of the European Digital Media Observatory, a platform 
aimed at helping fact checkers and researchers to network and at providing media 
practitioners, teachers and individuals with information to help them to better 
understand fake news; is confident that the observatory will help gather best practices 
and tailor media literacy programmes according to the latest findings; requests that 
public-safety-related information is presented in a clear and simple manner, including in 
accessible and usable formats for persons with disabilities;

5. Calls on the Commission to work in close cooperation with the Member States, 
candidate countries and civil society organisations to develop curricula on information, 
media and data literacy, and algorithmic awareness, and to reach out to everyone living 
in those countries through formal, non-formal and informal education, and through 
lifelong learning; considers that journalists should also have access to adequate training 
and that this can be achieved through both on-the-job training and training offered by 
schools of journalism; believes that the updated Digital Education Action Plan can play 
a role in facilitating these initiatives, as long as it includes media literacy among its 
priorities;

6. Calls for media literacy to be streamlined and integrated into other EU programmes that 
support education and media as a tool for inclusion and for people to be encouraged to 
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develop critical thinking;

7. Stresses the importance of ensuring online and offline media pluralism, which is 
currently under serious threat due to the excessive concentration of media ownership, 
and points out that this might in turn result in dominant actors in the media sector using 
information to pursue political, social and commercial objectives and constituting a 
threat to democratic competition, including at local and regional level; calls for a level 
playing field and legal clarity to ensure the quality, diversity and reliability of the 
information available and recognises that public authorities have both the duty to refrain 
from restricting freedom of expression and the positive obligation to adopt a legal and 
policy framework which fosters the development of free and pluralistic media; recalls 
the need for transparent information regarding media ownership and its funding sources 
and reaffirms that this information should be easily accessible to the general public to 
foster a climate of trust in the media;

8. Underlines that media professionals and artists often work in precarious conditions with 
regard to their contracts, salaries and social guarantees, which compromises their ability 
to work effectively and thus hampers media pluralism and freedom; asks the 
Commission to work closely with the Member States in order to improve the status and 
working conditions of artists;

9. Underlines its view that non-discriminatory, comprehensive and balanced media 
coverage is essential to a free and well-informed society in Europe; calls on the 
Commission and the Member States to promote a media sphere that is inclusive and 
respects gender equality, in which members of minority groups, migrants and refugees, 
as well as members of LGBTI+ communities and people with disabilities, occupy 
creative and decision-making positions, and to support multilingual and barrier-free 
media projects, which would in turn contribute to the reduction of stereotypes in the 
media;

10. Considers that in the fight against disinformation and misinformation, the core 
principles of access to information and above all freedom of expression, including 
artistic freedom, should always prevail against a background of accuracy, independence, 
fairness, confidentiality, humanity, accountability and transparency; is concerned about 
cases where governments are undermining media freedom, including artistic freedom, 
under the cover of the fight against disinformation; recognises the right to artistic 
freedom and the need to highlight this in the context of the broader framework of 
fundamental freedoms and freedom of expression; underlines the need to include 
freedom of artistic expression among the specific objectives of Creative Europe 2021-
2027;

11. Considers that any future EU mechanism on democracy, the rule of law and 
fundamental rights must enshrine media freedom, including artistic freedom, as an 
essential pillar of democratic systems;

12. Recalls that the backbone of any democracy is an independent, impartial, professional 
and responsible media, which aims to inform and stimulate debate; highlights that 
national, regional and local media and in particular public service media, have an 
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important responsibility to serve the public interest and to adequately reflect the 
cultural, linguistic, social and political diversity of our societies and to inform the public 
extensively about all topics that are relevant to their everyday lives, including 
independent and objective information on EU policies and affairs; has noticed that in 
some Member States this diversity has not been adequately reflected and that the media 
has not been providing adequate and objective information on the EU’s policies; insists 
on the need to remedy the situation;

13. Calls on the Commission to develop, in close cooperation with the Member States and 
civil society organisations, a sector-specific comprehensive strategy that ensures 
equitable access to trustworthy information sources, and support for the strengthening 
of independent media and quality journalism, including by reviving local news 
ecosystems; stresses that this strategy will help to effectively tackle the spread of 
disinformation and misinformation, including during election campaigns;

14. Highlights that news media is a critical public good that enables individuals to make 
informed decisions; stresses, therefore, that access to information and quality journalism 
is of paramount importance for democracy; reiterates the importance of ensuring the 
protection of journalists and journalistic sources; calls on the Commission to include 
studies and courses on independent journalism in appropriate EU-funded projects and 
programmes;

15. Considers that state interventions or commercial pressure on editorial policies 
undermine free journalism and democratic debate; takes the view that securing media 
freedom and, under certain conditions, assuming editorial responsibility are also 
important in terms of providing information on large-scale platforms which publish or 
broadcast news and programmes directly or via users; stresses the need for better 
cooperation between the authorities and online platforms to tackle hate speech; recalls 
that the Audiovisual Media Services Directive drew up rules to address the issue of hate 
speech, the protection of minors, the independence of national media regulators, 
transparency, media literacy obligations and the placing of advertisements; recalls that 
the implementation of and compliance with the directive should be transparent, subject 
to evaluation and have the aim of ensuring continued media freedom in the long term;

16. Expresses serious concern about the situation in some Member States whereby media 
laws allowing for greater political interference have been introduced, resulting in public 
and private media being forced to abandon the principle of impartiality, which is 
supported by, inter alia, evidence from the Reporters Without Borders 2020 World 
Press Freedom Index;

17. Calls on the Member States to ensure better protection of the personal safety of 
journalists and particularly of investigative journalists; stresses that whistleblowing is 
an essential part of investigative journalism; insists that journalists, when acting in the 
public interest, need to be subject to legal protection rather than legal prosecution; 
stresses that intimidating acts of aggression, including cyber-bullying against 
journalists, endanger freedom of expression; emphasises the particular importance of 
the protection of journalistic sources; calls on the Member States to ensure that their 
legal frameworks and law enforcement practices provide support, protection and 
assistance to journalists and media professionals; reiterates its call on the Commission 
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to propose an anti-SLAPP (strategic lawsuit against public participation) directive;

18. Calls on the Member States and media organisations to guarantee that journalists can 
carry out their work to the highest standards by ensuring fair remuneration, good 
working conditions, the protection of journalistic sources, editorial support for 
journalistic research, independent editorship, with continuous quality training for both 
contractual and freelance media professionals as prerequisites for balanced, fact-based 
reporting;

19. Calls on the Commission to increase its direct and indirect support for quality 
journalism and independent media organisations by ensuring an arm’s length principle; 
points out that the media was facing a systemic market failure hampering the 
sustainability of quality journalism, especially in smaller markets, including local and 
regional media markets, well before the COVID-19 crisis; believes that additional 
support offered during the COVID-19 crisis should be directed to the media sector as 
access to information is an essential part of the fight against the pandemic;

20. Considers that creating the right environment and a level playing field is vital in order to 
mitigate the disruptive effects of the business model of dominant online platforms, 
which have contributed to audiences and advertising moving mostly online; stresses that 
on the internet, advertising is increasingly micro-targeted and its revenues are more and 
more commoditised, mainly to the benefit of online platforms, meaning that media 
services need to provide new and innovative offers; highlights that the right framework 
inter alia would involve treating the online environment in a similar way to the offline 
environment, including in relation to advertising and taxation; stresses the importance 
of updating EU competition law on the digital market and highlights the need to 
increase responsibilities and update the liability framework for online platforms; 
considers that online platforms acting as gatekeepers have to make sure that trustworthy 
quality media content is easily accessible and is not be undermined; believes that 
measures taken by these platforms should be tailored to the relevant markets, respecting 
national language laws and regional languages; stresses, however, that new obligations 
should be proportionate and that their practical implementation should take into account 
the market share and financial capacity of the relevant providers in order to help level 
the playing field and promote competition instead of stifling it;

21. Highlights the fact that local and community media organisations are key structures for 
the promotion, production and dissemination of information and facts related to local 
and minority artistic and cultural events; considers them to be an important instrument 
for maintaining media pluralism and a multicultural environment in Europe; considers 
that community media outlets should also be involved as stakeholders in EU 
programmes dedicated to promoting journalism and media literacy, and calls on the 
Member States to provide them with adequate support, ensuring they carry out their 
educational and cultural roles;

22. Recognises the internet as the new digital common source of information, which gives 
people new opportunities to participate, have discussions, shape opinions and share 
information; highlights that decisions taken by media platforms – e.g. regarding their 
community standards or recommendation algorithms – have considerable consequences 
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for the exercise of the freedom of expression, the right to receive impartial information, 
media freedom, pluralism and democracy; calls for the EU to ensure safeguards for 
platforms to respect fundamental rights and freedom of speech;

23. Stresses that the Member States need to guarantee that public service media is free from 
censorship and political influence, as it has a duty to be pluralistic and keep the public 
informed, while reflecting cultural and political diversity; urges the Member State 
governments not to interfere in editorial decisions;

24. Recalls the 2018 Council conclusions on the strengthening of European content in the 
digital economy, which recognise the relevance of content generated by the media ‘as 
well as other cultural and creative sectors’, as being ‘essential pillars of Europe’s social 
and economic development’.



PE648.611v02-00 8/9 AD\1213716EN.docx

EN

INFORMATION ON ADOPTION IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION

Date adopted 22.9.2020

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

25
3
2

Members present for the final vote Asim Ademov, Isabella Adinolfi, Andrea Bocskor, Ilana Cicurel, 
Gilbert Collard, Gianantonio Da Re, Laurence Farreng, Tomasz 
Frankowski, Hannes Heide, Irena Joveva, Niyazi Kizilyürek, Predrag 
Fred Matić, Dace Melbārde, Victor Negrescu, Peter Pollák, Marcos Ros 
Sempere, Domènec Ruiz Devesa, Andrey Slabakov, Massimiliano 
Smeriglio, Michaela Šojdrová, Sabine Verheyen, Salima Yenbou

Substitutes present for the final vote Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Loucas Fourlas, Łukasz Kohut, Marcel 
Kolaja, Elżbieta Kruk, Martina Michels, Diana Riba i Giner, Monica 
Semedo



AD\1213716EN.docx 9/9 PE648.611v02-00

EN

FINAL VOTE BY ROLL CALL IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION

25 +
PPE Asim Ademov, Andrea Bocskor, Loucas Fourlas, Tomasz Frankowski, Peter Pollák, 

Michaela Šojdrová, Sabine Verheyen

S&D Hannes Heide, Lukasz Kohut, Predrag Fred Matić, Victor Negrescu, Marcos Ros 
Sempere, Domènec Ruiz Devesa, Massimiliano Smeriglio

RENEW Ilana Cicurel, Laurence Farreng, Irena Joveva, Monica Semedo

VERTS/ALE Marcel Kolaja, Diana Riba i Giner, Salima Yenbou

ECR Dace Melbārde

GUE/NGL Niyazi Kizilyürek, Martina Michels

NI Isabella Adinolfi

3 -
PPE Isabel Benjumea Benjumea

ECR Elżbieta Kruk, Andrey Slabakov

2 0

Gilbert Collard, Gianantonio Da Re

Key to symbols:
+ : in favour
- : against
0 : abstention


