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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Budgets and the 
Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs, as the committees responsible, to incorporate 
the following suggestions into their motion for a resolution:

1. Underlines that Erasmus+, the European Solidarity Corps and Creative Europe, as the 
EU’s main education, volunteering and culture programmes, constitute an essential tool 
in the global response to climate change and play a key role in fostering education in the 
skills needed for the green transition, raising awareness of environmental and climate 
change issues, especially among young people volunteering to protect the environment, 
and developing creative, inclusive and accessible solutions to tackle environmental 
challenges, and contribute towards the achievement of the EU sustainable development 
goals; highlights in this regard the importance of agricultural internships supported by 
Erasmus+;

2. Considers that the investment plan must complement other relevant Union policies, 
programmes and funds, in particular those relating to education and young people, 
culture and sport, agriculture and rural development, and the environment and climate;

3. Points out that the investment plan should support research on nature-based solutions, 
green technologies and other sustainable solutions that can help to protect the 
environment and the climate; underlines that in particular start-ups, young professionals 
and young people who are already working on innovative green solutions should have 
access to funding;

4. Points out that under the investment plan, funding can be dedicated to thematic projects 
in the fields of education, volunteering and culture; calls on the Commission to step up 
the synergies between the Green Deal and Erasmus+, the European Solidarity Corps and 
Creative Europe in order to complement and cross-fertilise their specific methods of 
tackling environmental issues;

5. Stresses the need to ensure that all measures adopted in the field of the cultural and 
creative sectors will be undertaken after consultation with all organisations representing 
the various stakeholders and workers and with a view to maintaining employment and 
fostering job creation;

6. Underlines that the transition towards a climate-neutral society requires new skills and 
competences; notes that funds should be allocated in this regard to the development and 
implementation of programmes for students and workers to provide for the specialised 
training, knowledge and skills required to adapt to and thrive in the new socio-economic 
context;

7. Calls on the Commission to introduce financial incentives in the investment plan to 
complement the Erasmus+, European Solidarity Corps and Creative Europe 
programmes in the shift towards more environmentally friendly, sustainable means of 
transport, while also promoting inclusion and accessibility; takes the view that such 
incentives should be supported with an ambitious and dedicated budget within the 
investment plan; urges the Commission to encourage and enable participants to choose 
the least polluting means of transport, in particular the train, but at the same time not to 
stigmatise, discriminate against or exclude participants for whom air travel is the only 
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viable option;

8. Underlines that improved energy efficiency of buildings will be one of the key enablers 
of the transition towards a carbon-neutral economy; emphasises that increased 
investments are necessary for the renovation of energy-intensive buildings of schools, 
universities and other educational and cultural institutions in order to improve their 
energy performance thus making them more sustainable and climate friendly;

9. Is concerned about the situation resulting from the COVID-19 crisis, especially that of 
the most vulnerable individuals and sectors, such as self-employed people and 
entrepreneurs whose businesses and jobs are under threat, or families facing the ills of 
unemployment; calls on the Commission to take all necessary measures to adapt the 
proposal for the Green Deal investment plan to develop an approach coordinated with 
emergency measures, such as the Coronavirus Response Investment Initiative and the 
proposed SURE scheme, and recovery instruments, and requests that investment in the 
fields of culture, education, youth and sport be considered strategic in order to foster the 
green transition promoted through the Green Deal.

10. Call on the Commission to push for stronger EU cooperation in the field of environment 
and climate change education;

11. Underlines the important contribution of specific area studies and programmes in the 
field.
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