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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission communication on a European strategy for data 
(COM(2020)0066) and endorses its objective to increase and improve the use of data in 
the EU and to create a single market for data in order to harness economic growth and 
social and territorial cohesion by supporting job creation, competitiveness, sustainable 
development, research, innovation, job creation and societal progress; stresses that in 
order to ensure public trust and foster the sharing of data, it is important to guarantee the 
interoperability of data and data processing systems, allowing data flows among cultural 
operators while abiding by high standards in the protection of personal data in 
compliance with Regulation (EU) 2016/6791, Directive (EU) 2019/7902, as well as with 
the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, in particular Article 8 
thereof; underlines that personal data must therefore be processed fairly for specified 
purposes and on the basis of the consent of the person concerned; calls for the sharing 
of best practices and support for joint enforcement initiatives, as well as jointly 
developed codes of conduct, which may be necessary components to enhance data 
sharing;

2. Recalls that data savvy and well-informed citizens across the Member States are a 
precondition for creating a free and secure data flow with personal data and the 
protection of privacy at its core; points out that there are currently significant 
divergences between and within Member States on the basis of socio-economic status, 
age group and other factors with regard to the digital literacy of their citizens; notes that 
the Commission has proposed ambitious targets for digital skills in the EU through the 
Digital Education Action Plan; calls on the Commission to provide substantial support 
to the Member States to help them to achieve these targets and stresses the role of the 
Recovery and Resilience Facility; requests that special attention be paid to equal access 
to digital infrastructure, internet coverage, adequate IT equipment and digital tools and 
resources, without prejudice to the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality; 
considers that mutual learning and an exchange of best practices between Member 
States should contribute to strengthening digital literacy; highlights the need for the 
implementation, developments in and performance of the Digital Education Action Plan 
to be closely monitored on an ongoing basis, with the involvement of the European 
Parliament, and urges the Commission to better reflect in its European Semester 
exercise the extent to which the goals of the Digital Education Action Plan goals are 
being achieved;

3. Highlights that the digital sector needs to put sustainability at its heart; recalls in this 

1 Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on the protection of 
natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data, and 
repealing Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection Regulation), OJ L 119, 4.5.2016, p. 1.
2 Directive (EU) 2019/790 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 April 2019 on copyright and 
related rights in the Digital Single Market and amending Directives 96/9/EC and 2001/29/EC, OJ L 130, 
17.5.2019, p. 92.
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context that both the green and the digital transformations must go hand in hand and 
that investment in research and development of technologies is needed in order to 
reduce the carbon footprint;

4. Believes that the EU should include the strengthening of digital literacy and 
competencies among the priorities in its cohesion policy for 2021 and beyond, with a 
focus on supporting teachers, education institutions and organisations in implementing 
digital education throughout curricula and on sharing best practices and know-how, 
without creating additional administrative or financial burdens; stresses that schools 
should teach digital versatility, empowering students to use a variety of different types 
of software and evolving software; considers that education and training should aim to 
empower citizens by preparing them for an increasingly data-based economy and 
developing their ability to take part in the digital transformation; in this context, 
highlights that quality hybrid education models can help ensure the continuity of 
education in emergencies and unforeseen circumstances; considers that education and 
training should take long-term trends and shifts in labour market needs into account and 
also enhance practical skills for the future; welcomes the Commission’s proposal to 
develop a common European skills database;

5. Is deeply concerned about the insufficient number of AI-specific higher education 
programmes in the EU, as well as the lack of AI researchers pursuing an academic 
career in European universities; is of the view that in order to remain competitive, the 
EU needs to foster and retain a large pool of digital talent with advanced digital skills;

6. Highlights the urgent need to close the EU’s digital skills gap by implementing and 
following through clear strategies and dedicated policies both at national and EU level, 
and a genuine lifelong-learning approach, and considers that the sharing and analysis of 
anonymised data on skills, competences, qualifications, occupations and employability 
trends will be invaluable tools to achieve this end and to bridge the digital skills gap; 
considers that such data can be used by prospective students to make informed choices 
about their educational, academic and career paths; stresses the importance of fully 
abiding by EU rules on personal data protection when using these tools;

7. Highlights the value of strategic partnership agreements between universities to further 
promote cooperation in the various fields of data science; underlines the importance of 
the automatic mutual recognition of diplomas at all levels of education, and of learning 
periods abroad, and calls for the promotion of the European Qualification Framework 
and the development of the European Student Card; points out the need to support 
research programmes and networks through the use of data and digital innovation; 
underlines the necessity to train, hire and retain talent in Europe to address and 
accompany the digital transition and for specialised programmes, modules and short-
term training courses in advanced digital technologies to develop digital skills in key 
professions, especially in those which involve handling data, including sensitive data; 
stresses the need for targeted policies to close the gender gap by ensuring equal access 
to the digital labour market and school curricula, by encouraging women and girls to 
pursue careers in science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics (STEAM) and 
by fighting gender stereotypes in education;

8. Underlines the fact that the increased use of data and emerging educational technologies 
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will transform and help enhance our education systems, for example by improving the 
understanding of students’ learning methods and styles, or by identifying learning 
difficulties; notes that it will nevertheless be essential to maintain a human-centred and 
personalised approach to students and their needs, and that the transmission of 
knowledge by teachers and educators to younger generations remains vital to the 
education process; reiterates that skills such as media literacy and critical thinking will 
be paramount to successful digital education; considers that open, non-discriminatory 
and equitable access to education and to scientific data and publications based on the 
FAIR (findable, accessible, interoperable, reusable) data principles is essential for 
successful innovation and science;

9. Recalls that data protection in schools is a particularly sensitive issue due to the fact that 
the persons concerned are minors; reiterates that a high level of protection of individual 
pupils’ data must be ensured and that these should only be used for educational, but 
under no circumstances for commercial, purposes; calls on the Commission and the 
Member States to support and contribute to the development and the strengthening of 
secure, user-friendly and accessible teaching platforms; encourages the Member States 
to put in place information and awareness-raising campaigns aimed at helping parents to 
better understand what use can be made of their children’s data;

10. Calls on the Commission to consider the use of EU funds and programmes to 
effectively support lifelong learning and training so as to improve competences in data 
analysis and its ethical aspects for people of all ages; considers that this would foster 
their development, creativity and well-being, and ensure their active participation in 
society by a genuine lifelong learning approach through clear strategies at both national 
and EU level; considers, furthermore, that this would increase the EU’s technological 
autonomy and resilience; calls for the EU to invest in secure and high-quality data 
processing and storage, technological capacities and strategic infrastructure;

11. Emphasises that digital skills are crucial for a person to fully participate in the digital 
economy and society, and in shaping democratic processes; requests that the 
implementation of the European data strategy should take account of the specific needs 
of different groups, especially vulnerable groups and those who are disadvantaged in 
terms of abilities and access to digital tools; notes that people belonging to vulnerable 
groups are exposed to a greater risk of exclusion from participation in traditional forms 
of education and culture; recalls that almost 100 million persons with disabilities in the 
EU are facing particular challenges in accessing digital tools and quality education; 
calls on the Member States to make every effort to ensure that persons with disabilities 
and other vulnerable groups have full access to digital education and the relevant tools, 
resources and infrastructure in order to harness the full potential of digitalisation and 
prevent a widening of gaps between different parts of society in terms of access to 
digital education; highlights that special attention should be given to solutions that are 
environmentally friendly by design, as both the digital and the green transformations 
have to go hand in hand;

12. Calls on the Commission to explore the potential merits and scope of creating a 
common European data space for the cultural and creative sectors and industries at 
large; believes that the digitalisation of cultural heritage is necessary to both promote 
and protect cultural heritage, and could be useful and beneficial in a wide variety of 



PE652.540v02-00 6/8 AD\1222830EN.docx

EN

ways, for instance by facilitating physical protection and preservation or enabling three-
dimensional virtual applications, which could be suitable for tourism; notes that the 
digitalisation of cultural heritage could contribute to bringing it to wider audiences 
previously unable to access it, while acknowledging that digital access cannot fully 
substitute physical access to cultural heritage; notes that the digitalisation of cultural 
heritage could serve additional purposes in a variety of other sectors such as research, 
education and cultural knowledge development; calls for the development of a common 
European data space on cultural heritage, which could be built on the basis of the 
Europeana Digital Service Infrastructure; requests that the protection and promotion of 
cultural heritage through digital means be strengthened, for example through 
cooperation and a common database of stolen treasures and cultural objects;

13. Points out that the cultural sector has a significant amount of reusable data, which when 
combined with other sources, including open data sources, and data analytics could help 
cultural institutions to increase knowledge sharing, to better understand their audience 
and to connect to a new one, to identify gaps that could be addressed through initiatives, 
and to support their strategic and operational decisions; calls on the Commission and the 
Member States to explore the potential of trans-border virtual data warehouses for the 
cultural sector; calls on the Commission to remain explicitly attuned to the diversity of 
cultural and creative sectors and industries while elaborating future legislation on data 
flows;

14. Calls for the EU to lead the way in the field of AI, both in the public and the private 
sectors; highlights the opportunities given by the use of AI in education; stresses that 
any new legislation in this field must observe fundamental rights, including the right to 
protection of privacy and personal data, and contribute to setting high ethical standards;

15. Emphasises that providing access for media companies to relevant data, such as 
audience reach and advertising data, from market-dominant platforms is crucial to help 
prevent unfair competition and in striving to level the playing field;

16. Calls on the Member States to further improve partnerships between tech companies 
and cultural institutions that could give the latter access to digital talents, space, data, 
equipment, funding and peer-to-peer learning opportunities; calls on the Commission to 
take cultural and creative sectors and industries and their particular needs into account 
in the forthcoming European SME strategy; highlights that future legislation in the field 
of data must remain simple and include clear guidance to avoid over-regulation; recalls 
that micro-businesses and small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), including 
cultural and creative sectors and industries, will need additional support in order to 
comply with future standards in the field of data sharing and data protection regulation; 
emphasises that the use of data is increasingly important for European cultural and 
creative sectors and industries; recalls that secure data sharing is essential to enable 
open access to cultural content, where required, and contributes to guaranteeing 
freedom of creation, as well as to preventing data market distortion and the 
concentration of data in the hands of a few, for example, platforms; stresses the 
necessity of developing common, unified and structured data formats based on open 
standards and the mutual recognition of interoperability rules, which could be suited to 
machine learning.
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