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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Is deeply concerned that the unprecedented disruption in learning as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic has increased the education gap and, with it, the inequalities in 
our education systems; urges the Commission to enhance the coordination of 
approaches with specific inclusion measures aimed at helping to prevent persons with 
disabilities, disadvantaged children and students from vulnerable and marginalised 
backgrounds from falling further behind;

2. Stresses that the COVID-19 crisis has produced significant changes, moving towards a 
transition to digital school education; highlights that a large number of students do not 
have the necessary equipment and web infrastructure to participate in digital education 
and underlines the need to improve access to distance teaching and learning materials at 
all levels, in school and academic education, as well as for lifelong learning, so that all 
education personnel and learners are able to participate in or receive quality education; 
stresses, furthermore, the obstacles encountered by education and research facilities in 
their daily work, which have been created by the COVID-19 pandemic;

3. Urges the Commission to step up its efforts in supplying researchers, teachers and their 
institutions with adequate infrastructure and tools, such as digital technology, software 
and financial support for training courses on delivering digital courses, to overcome the 
increased education gap and difficulties in carrying out successful research caused by 
the pandemic; sees the current opportunity to increase resilience and prosperity for the 
future with additional financial support for education and innovation opportunities;

4. Calls on the Commission to examine the possibility of redirecting unused or saved 
resources to culture, education, youth, sports and media programmes;

5. Notes that the transition to digital school education was made for reasons of urgency 
due to the pandemic, but also that suggestions are already being made for new hybrid 
models of education, combining traditional and digital modules; suggests, therefore, 
measures to ensure that digital education does not come at the expense of the financing 
of traditional models of education; recalls that the ultimate goal of schooling is to 
cultivate the building of society and cohesion, which is mostly achieved through 
traditional models of education;

6. Considers that education is one of the pillars of democracy; is concerned by the rise of 
national populism, misinformation and social polarisation since the euro crisis of 2010; 
considers, therefore, that the Commission should increase funding in this area, 
particularly for the promotion of EU citizenship education and civic engagement in the 
Erasmus+, European Solidarity Corps (ESC) and Rights and Values programmes to 
foster a sense of common belonging;

7. Is equally alarmed about the disproportionately serious impact of the pandemic on the 
cultural and creative sectors and industries, as well as sports-related sectors, which play 
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a crucial role in generating economic growth and employment, specifically for SMEs, 
and in promoting social cohesion and the well-being of communities, for which the 
current crisis has led to serious economic and social problems; urges the Commission to 
take all necessary and suitable measures to support the beneficiaries of Union 
programmes in these fields and to increase the number of financed projects, as an 
acknowledgment of the specific role these sectors play in overcoming the societal 
challenges we are facing, making it a priority to recover lost jobs;

8. Reiterates the importance of implementing the European Semester specific 
recommendations for culture, youth, education, sports and media by committing 
sufficient budgetary allocations to related programmes;

9. Recalls that the European Parliament has identified culture and education as priority 
sectors deserving support from the Recovery and Resilience Facility; urges, therefore, 
the Member States to dedicate at least 2 % of the overall budget of national recovery 
and resilience plans to the cultural and creative sectors and industries, 10 % to 
investments in quality and inclusive education, in other words, education that aims to 
achieve excellence, that provides training in the skills of the future, paying particular 
attention to the issue of access in the case of digital education, and 20 % to the digital 
transition, which should be allocated in part to specific needs, actions and policies 
related to the cultural, educational, youth, media and sports sectors;

10. Stresses that Member States must also provide adequate and broad support to culture, as 
well as education and training, from national budgets; urges the Member States to 
refocus structural funding and support to the affected sectors also through the Corona 
Response Investments Initiative (CRII) and Corona Response Investments Initiative 
Plus (CRII+) under cohesion policy;

11. Deeply regrets the fact that the budgetary envelope of the ESC was significantly 
reduced compared to the Commission’s initial proposal; appreciates that Parliament 
secured substantial increases to the envelopes of the Erasmus+, Creative Europe and 
Rights and Values programmes from 2022 to 2027, to be derived mostly from fines; 
asks the Commission to provide greater clarity on the timing and the allocation of these 
fines; stresses the need to further increase financial support beyond 2022 to help 
education and the creative and cultural sectors and industries to grow and recover from 
the COVID-19 crisis; urges the Commission to maximise synergies and use 
complementarities between these programmes and others under the current multiannual 
financial framework; insists that sufficient funding should be allocated to the cultural 
and creative sectors and industries through the InvestEU Fund;

12. Calls on the Commission to include cultural research in the Horizon programme, since 
culture is facing the challenge of an overall re-invention in order to cope with the digital 
transition, which was accelerated due to the COVID-19 pandemic, without any 
preparations having been made in advance; believes that the pandemic and the measures 
related to hygiene protocols have also created an urgent need for new and innovative 
forms of cultural and artistic creation, production and presentation, throughout all the 
supply chain stages of culture; highlights, therefore, that it is of great importance to 
financially support relevant research in the cultural and creative sectors;
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13. Calls for the implementation of the EU priorities, agendas and policies in the fields of 
education, culture, youth, media and sports; calls for the full and timely implementation 
of the EU Digital Education Action Plan and of the European Education Area;

14. Stresses that, as a result of the COVID-19 crisis, sports education has been suspended in 
most cases and calls for more efforts to establish and resume this type of education 
across Europe, while helping it to digitalise without impacting the quality of the 
activities involved;

15. Is deeply concerned about the impact of the COVID-19 crisis on young people with 
regard to education, mental well-being and employment; calls for the timely adoption of 
the Child Guarantee and a vigorous implementation by the Member States of the Youth 
Guarantee;

16. Stresses the need to increase financial support for cultural heritage after the impacts of 
the pandemic which add to the overall challenges and threats to heritage; indicates that 
maintenance works have stopped or massively decreased, hygiene protocols have 
absorbed an important part of the available personnel and financial resources, and illicit 
trafficking in heritage artefacts has increased during the lockdowns owing to the 
decrease in safeguarding processes and personnel, while climate change and 
environmental degradation have continued leading to the deterioration of monuments 
and adding challenges to heritage conservation; urges the Commission, therefore, to 
increase financial support measures specifically for heritage;

17. Urges the Commission to implement the inclusion provisions of Erasmus+ and the ESC 
by establishing an inclusion framework within six months of their entry into force and 
by helping national agencies to design action plans, including communication plans, to 
raise awareness among European citizens and to target potentially interested 
participants and beneficiaries more effectively; emphasises that this will require specific 
financial support measures;

18. Expects to see a substantial increase in ESC funding for volunteering, as it is an 
experience-based activity that strengthens social cohesion and solidarity, particularly 
focusing on young people; emphasises the importance of capping in-country activities at 
20 % and keeping an indicative budget proportion of 6 % for the humanitarian strand, 
while strengthening capacity-building in this strand;

19. Welcomes the solution adopted with an increased age limit of 35 years for ESC 
volunteers in the humanitarian strand, in particular the possibility of engaging experts 
and coaches without an age limit, for training and the optimisation of the learning 
benefits for younger volunteers through enhanced capacity-building;

20. Recalls that the European Green Deal needs to be reflected, mainstreamed and budgeted 
for in all EU actions, including in education and culture and innovation therein; 
underlines that boosting citizens’, in particular young people’s, knowledge and 
empowerment and innovative ideas will help protect ecosystems and biodiversity, and 
accelerate the transition to a climate-neutral Europe by 2050;

21. Is convinced that the cultural and creative sectors and industries play a key role in 
promoting the behavioural changes necessary to bring about this transition; urges the 
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Commission to include educational and cultural activities in the European Green Deal 
funding programmes, as they provide the most effective tools to move towards changing 
consumption and production patterns sustainably, with a special focus on young people;

22. Welcomes the creative and interdisciplinary New European Bauhaus initiative that will 
contribute to shaping and building a sustainable future; sees a crucial and essential role 
for the cultural and creative sectors in the development and establishment of this 
initiative; considers that the New European Bauhaus should contribute to the recovery 
of the cultural and creative sectors and industries following the COVID-19 crisis; insists 
that funding for the initiative should not be drawn from the Creative Europe 
Programme; considers that the success of the initiative will be based on its capacity to 
build synergies across EU programmes;

23. Calls for a comprehensive review of EU expenditure on multimedia actions and a 
clearer, more predictable engagement strategy to improve citizens’ knowledge and 
understanding of EU affairs;

24. Commits to carefully scrutinising annual work programmes as part of the annual 
budgetary procedure to ensure that spending is properly implemented, in accordance 
with the relevant Regulations, and that the work programmes are not being used as 
policy-making instruments; on Erasmus+, expects to see a clear distinction in the budget 
lines of the 2022 draft budget between directly and indirectly managed funds for 
education and training;

25. Invites the Commission to draft an open and transparent evaluation of the objectives 
with regard to cultural, educational, youth, media and sports actions in the 
implementation of the budget, making it available to the European Parliament;

26. Invites the Commission to actively support the pilot projects initiated by the European 
Parliament, to give more visibility to and ensure the full implementation and 
development of the successful initiatives.
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