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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Welcomes the commitments made at the 2021 UNESCO World Conference on 
Education for Sustainable Development and the adoption of the Berlin Declaration; 
insists on ensuring quality education for all children as an enabler for all UN 
Sustainable Development Goals and underscores the importance of integrating 
sustainable development into all levels of education and training from early childhood 
to tertiary and adult education, including vocational education and training, non-formal 
education and informal learning; 

2. Underlines that the COVID-19 pandemic and the ensuing temporary school closures 
must not hamper the fundamental right to quality and lifelong education; emphasises 
that all children must be provided with the knowledge, skills, values and attitudes they 
need to act as citizens and realise their socioeconomic empowerment and personal 
development, regardless of who they are, where they live, their socioeconomic 
background, or any physical or mental disability they may have;

3. Urges the authorities of non-EU countries to make it a key objective to keep schools 
open during pandemics, while ensuring continuity of learning for all children, including 
through protective health and security measures, vaccination strategies and distance 
learning capacity; calls on the European External Action Service (EEAS) to increase its 
guidance and support to enable governments around the world to fulfil these objectives, 
giving priority to low- and lower-middle-income countries by ensuring that their 
educational institutions have access to basic health and sanitary infrastructure;

4. Is concerned by the lasting financial impact of the pandemic on funding for education, 
as the majority of UNESCO member states have not yet reached the threshold of 4–6 % 
of GDP or 15–20 % of public expenditure; encourages non-EU countries to invest in 
education beyond their recovery plans across pre-primary, primary and lower secondary 
education; stresses that despite dedicated funding, low- and lower-middle-income 
countries have devoted less than 1 % to education in their COVID-19 stimulus 
packages1 and 67 % of them rely on external support for COVID-19 related costs in the 
education sector2;

5. Calls on the Commission, the Member States and the national governments of non-EU 
countries to develop strategies and guidelines for the education sector in order to 
respond to subsequent waves of the pandemic in a coordinated and organised manner 
with the aim of minimising the repercussions for the learning process;

6. Welcomes the UNESCO Paris Declaration: a Global Call for Investing in the Futures of 

1 UNESCO, ‘UNESCO Member States unite to increase investment in education’, 10 November 2021.
2 Bae, H., Costinot, M., Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), Education and 
Skills Today, ‘A long road to recovery: National education responses to COVID reveal key equity concerns’, 
13 July 2021.
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Education; urges countries around the world to consider education as an investment 
rather than an expense; believes that adequate and effective financial assistance in 
education is a prerequisite to eliminate poverty and enhance well-being, especially at a 
time when public resources are increasingly constrained with competing demands in 
badly affected sectors such as health and education; urges the Commission and the 
Member States to substantially increase funding for education in their international 
development and assistance strategies; calls for the creation of a global partnership for 
education and the concomitant establishment of a set of international standards;

7. Stresses the importance of improving cost and impact analysis when selecting and 
monitoring education projects, of ensuring that projects last long enough to adequately 
address children’s educational needs, of avoiding excessive administrative burdens for 
implementing partners, and of addressing long-term sustainability in cash-for-education 
projects; calls for more public-private partnerships for material infrastructure projects in 
education for children;

8. Calls for strict evaluation and controls on the allocation of EU funding to education 
projects in non-EU countries in order to ensure that assistance is effectively provided to 
structures and non-governmental organisations that accord with European values, 
ensure proper training for teachers, and provide children with educational material that 
does not incite hatred against others;

9. Calls on the Commission to develop methodologies and guidelines that enhance the 
ability of its aid projects to reach all learners, in particular those who may be unable to 
access education, such as girls, learners from disadvantaged backgrounds, learners with 
special educational needs and others, by tackling barriers to good-quality, safe and 
inclusive education and training at all levels; stresses the importance of the whole 
community, including families, being involved in this process; asks the Commission to 
support the collection and effective monitoring of comparable data, disaggregated by 
gender and age, in order to better tailor responses to different subgroups of learners;

10. Points out that COVID-19 has had a devastating impact on children and young people 
with disabilities, who have required special care and attention during lockdown and are 
now having to face the consequences;

11. Underlines the fact that as a result of the pandemic, learners all over the globe have paid 
a heavy price in terms of learning and knowledge losses, coupled with a severe impact 
in terms of methodology, which has affected their development of critical thinking 
skills; calls on the Commission and the EEAS, therefore, to support national authorities 
in strengthening education systems at both national and regional levels and investing in 
equality and skills for the future;

12. Calls on the Commission to take appropriate legislative measures in the field of 
international trade and cooperation to avoid exacerbating child labour, as every child 
has a fundamental right to enrol in quality education; encourages countries around the 
world to implement legal frameworks for public school enrolment and to set a minimum 
school-leaving age;

13. Highlights the need to further develop and strengthen programmes in low and lower-
middle-income countries aimed at countering disinformation, mitigating parents’ fears 
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following the pandemic, and illustrating the advantages and potential benefits of 
schooling in order to boost school attendance and help children to progress through 
education as far as possible;

14. Urges that teachers be placed at the heart of education systems and that the teaching 
profession be promoted and given proper recognition; stresses the importance of 
improving working conditions and the need for educators and teachers to be adequately 
remunerated for their work; draws attention to the potential of online platforms such as 
eTwinning and teacher academies under Erasmus+ in order to further empower teachers 
– even beyond the EU – to help them communicate with their peers, exercise their 
professionalism and benefit from professional learning opportunities; calls for increased 
support for continuous training for teachers; recalls the importance of informing 
teachers about national preventive health measures; stresses the need to address the 
challenge of teacher replacements during a pandemic;

15. Emphasises the role of non-formal and informal education, citizenship education and 
volunteering; calls on the Commission to support non-EU countries in improving the 
recognition of soft skills; insists on the promotion of practices of intergenerational 
solidarity and mentoring to reduce inequalities, exclusion or early school leaving;

16. Calls for the acceleration of global knowledge exchanges and mobility at all levels of 
education and between and within countries and regions, while acknowledging the 
complex and contested history of global relationships and emphasising the importance 
of promoting heritage, cultural identity, history, art and global citizenship through 
education; notes the potential of combining online exchanges and travel to this end;

17. Calls on the Commission to urgently convene an international donor conference under 
the auspices of the EU and the UN in order to reinforce the Covax initiative and 
establish a common target to make an approved paediatric vaccine available to all 
children in view of the devastating impact of COVID-19 on the education of young 
people the world over; believes that this goal should be included in a global health pact 
and financed through the extraordinary issuance of special drawing rights from the 
International Monetary Fund and donations from developed countries;

18. Draws attention to the need to harness the synergies between culture and education in 
order to shape sustainable, inclusive and resilient societies; calls on the Commission and 
the EEAS, in this regard, to support national authorities in including arts and culture in 
school curricula and extracurricular activities in order to enrich the educational and 
learning experiences of learners in non-EU countries;

19. Stresses the importance of vocational education, non-formal education, mentoring and 
training for all learners; believes that vocational education and training for learners in 
non-EU countries represents a fundamental additional choice that would help them to 
successfully manage their transition into the labour market and give them and their 
families a reason to finish school; calls for vocational education and training to be 
promoted as a pathway of excellence towards employment; reiterates the importance of 
the external dimension of the European Education Area and the corresponding field of 
vocational education and training; insists on the need for international mobility and the 
exchange of best practices in the sector, including the promotion of intercultural and 
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learning experiences with non-EU countries beyond formal education; calls for effective 
steps to be taken to reduce the mismatch between education systems and the demands of 
the labour market;

20. Stresses the importance of developing and strengthening awareness-raising activities 
related to climate change and environmental protection and their impact on children and 
future generations; calls for environmental education to be made a core component of 
school curricula;

21. Calls on the Commission and the EEAS to promote and support comprehensive 
sexuality education that is accessible, adapted and stigma-free for all children, 
adolescents and young people, in both formal and non-formal educational settings, 
including information on sexual and reproductive health services;

22. Emphasises the important role of physical education in schools, as physical activity and 
a healthy lifestyle are key to improving learners’ health; calls on the Commission and 
the EEAS, therefore, to support national authorities in ensuring sufficient and safe 
sports facilities in schools and the training of qualified sports teachers;

23. Deplores the fact that discrimination against refugee children, who have had little or no 
access to education, has been compounded by the COVID-19 crisis; affirms that 
segregated classes in reception camps, which are often run by volunteers, cannot be a 
substitute for schooling; calls for the compulsory education of refugee children in the 
school system of the host country to be made a prerequisite for accessing EU funding in 
the field of migration; calls on the Commission and the EEAS to support refugee-
hosting countries in strengthening their local education systems and assisting host 
communities to facilitate the inclusion of refugees in a sustainable manner; calls on the 
EEAS to promote coordination between education, social and health services; recalls 
that schools should provide safe refuge for children and serve as public spaces for the 
enjoyment of democratic rights and freedom of expression; reaffirms that education fees 
should not be an obstacle to quality education, not least because the pandemic has led to 
the impoverishment of children and their families;

24. Calls for technologies, digital tools and educational resources to be readily available, 
affordable and accessible for teachers, students and apprentices worldwide and 
emphasises the need to further support and expand these technologies and tools; urges 
the Commission and the EEAS to support the authorities of non-EU countries in 
providing digital training to teachers and educators to help them acquire or improve 
their digital skills and develop the necessary awareness to be able to use digital learning 
materials; calls on the Commission to support non-EU countries through bilateral and 
multilateral initiatives to facilitate digital access to educational materials and develop 
solutions to enable cross-border use; recalls the importance of ensuring that no child is 
left behind by digitalisation and calls on the Commission and the EEAS to cooperate 
closely with non-EU countries and the private sector to provide broadband access and 
internet connections in classrooms; calls for education on ICT and digital technology to 
be included in curricula and for girls to be encouraged to take up subjects in science, 
technology, engineering, the arts and mathematics (STEAM); calls for digital learning 
to become an emergency service in school systems around the word; stresses that while 
it should not replace in-person education, hybrid learning can bring opportunities in line 
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with the digital transition; encourages world leaders to consider connectivity and access 
to digital infrastructure, such as access to an affordable and good-quality network, as an 
associated right of the fundamental right to education;

25. Insists that the EU lead the way as an educational power that enables Member States to 
fully exercise their capacity to support education for children the world over and assert 
their convictions on this issue; underlines the key role of the future European Education 
Area in providing an important opportunity for more international cooperation to build 
synergies on education beyond Europe in order to develop common approaches and 
solutions to common challenges; urges the Commission to redouble its efforts to define 
a strategy to that end, including a clear outline and objectives;

26. Acknowledges that the COVID-19 crisis has made it all the more pressing to clamp 
down on violence against children; highlights the need to take all the appropriate 
measures to ban all forms of corporal punishment against children and to explicitly 
condemn and commit to ending harmful practices, including child labour, child 
trafficking, gender-based violence, female genital mutilation, and early and forced child 
marriage; calls on the Commission and the EEAS to promote good-quality education in 
situations of conflict or emergency in accordance with the minimum standards of the 
Inter-Agency Network for Education in Emergencies; stresses the importance of 
ensuring that children’s voices are heard in decisions that affect their access to good-
quality, safe and inclusive education in line with the EU strategy on the rights of the 
child and the global dimension thereof; stresses the importance of the acquisition of 
skills, notably through face-to-face learning, that will enable children to progress 
throughout their lives, such as on personal relationships, study skills, empathy and 
cooperation; highlights the importance of children being able to engage in play and 
leisure activities as a key element of their development, as recognised in Article 31 of 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child; calls for steps to be taken to enhance the 
enjoyment of leisure and cultural activities for children, both as rights in and of 
themselves and as a means to improve their mental health and general well-being;

27. Commits to making education a key topic of discussions in parliamentary delegation 
work, notably through joint parliamentary assemblies such as the ACP-EU Joint 
Parliamentary Assembly.
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