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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Calls for further simplification, greater administrative efficiency and sufficient 
resources to ensure an optimal process in the selection and monitoring of projects, the 
creation of synergies and the avoidance of payment bottlenecks; insists on budget 
increases, with fresh money and more budgetary flexibility, for the Erasmus+, Creative 
Europe, European Solidarity Corps, and Citizens, Equality, Rights and Values (CERV) 
programmes and for the cluster on culture, creativity and inclusive societies within the 
Horizon Europe programme; calls on the Commission to share regularly with 
Parliament, including the Committee on Culture and Education, updated indicators and 
statistics on the absorption of funds in these programmes;

General priorities by programme

Creative Europe

2. Calls for a significant increase in all strands of the budget for Creative Europe, the only 
European Union support programme explicitly dedicated to the cultural and creative 
sectors and industries, including the media sector, in order to safeguard artistic and 
media freedom, ensure continued recovery from the repercussions of the pandemic, 
cushion against the impact of high energy prices, inflation and the loss of purchasing 
power, and support the cultural and creative sectors and industries, given their economic 
relevance and their role in strengthening democracy, representing cultural diversity, 
enhancing society’s well-being and fighting disinformation;

Erasmus+

3. Recalls the value of the opportunities for mobility granted under the Erasmus+ 
programme; emphasises that the Union budget should provide for a significant increase 
in the 2024 Erasmus+ programme, given the impact of the crises on its implementation, 
supplying it with fresh funds so that education and training systems can cope with the 
new challenges, and learners, teachers, schools, youth organisations and non-
governmental organisations can benefit from adequate resources, thus enabling a 
significantly higher participation rate with a focus on diversity and inclusion;

European Solidarity Corps

4. Calls for the European Solidarity Corps to focus on issues raised during the European 
Year of Youth, such as active citizenship, the digital and green transitions, and mental 
health; recalls the importance of the European Solidarity Corps programme, given the 
opportunities it offers to young people and its promotion of European values; stresses 
the need for increased funding for the programme, which is massively oversubscribed 
by young people, as a flat-rate budget increase would not be adequate to mitigate 
inflation rates and would curtail the participating organisations’ ability to comply with 
the highest standards and inclusion measures set out in the programme; 
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CERV

5. Requests an increase in the budget for town twinning and town networks in the CERV 
programme to boost the number of projects building democratic resilience, mutual 
understanding and awareness of European values;

Specific priorities by programme

Creative Europe

6. Regrets the fact that the 2023 budget for the cross-sectoral strand of Creative Europe 
increased only slightly; emphasises the need for a substantial increase in the budget for 
the cross-sectoral strand in order to counter disinformation by supporting quality 
journalism, media independence, economic sustainability and pluralism, and in view of 
the envisaged implementation of the European Media Freedom Act1;

7. Reiterates its call for a permanent EU editorial and news media fund to support 
independent editorial coverage, safeguard the independence of European journalists and 
journalism, guarantee the freedom of the press and support journalists and members of 
civil society faced with retaliatory actions such as strategic lawsuits against public 
participation (SLAPPs);

8. Emphasises the need for networks with long-term stability and for open calls supported 
by the ‘Multimedia actions’ budget line in order to guarantee consistently high-quality 
journalism; calls on the Commission and the Member States to consider extending 
support to journalism in enlargement, European neighbourhood and candidate countries, 
as proposed by Parliament;

9. Reiterates its call for secure funding for the Euronet Plus radio network in future, which 
will allow it to plan several years ahead with certainty;

10. Notes that a mid-term revision of the multiannual financial framework could contribute 
to a recovery in the cultural and creative sectors and industries, including by 
contributing to the digital and sustainable transformation and to long-term investments 
to enhance the resilience of cultural heritage to climate change;

11. Calls on the Commission to commit to transparency regarding what it considers to be 
cultural investments by Member States under the Recovery and Resilience Facility, and 
to examine the possibility of redirecting its unused resources or the savings it makes to 
culture, education, youth, sports and media, and to look into creating a European 
funding scheme to foster and channel public-private partnerships investing in culture;

12. Calls for continued action to mitigate the consequences of Russia’s war of aggression 
against Ukraine, given the need to support artists, athletes, journalists, cultural workers 
and those working in similar professions and to reconstruct Ukraine’s cultural and 
creative sectors and institutions;

1 Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a common framework for 
media services in the internal market (European Media Freedom Act) and amending Directive 2010/13/EU 
(COM(2022)0457).
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13. Requests additional funding for video game projects under Creative Europe in order to 
contribute to the growth of the European gaming sector and industry and represent the 
linguistic, cultural and demographic diversity that enriches Europe; calls for awareness 
raising and other activities on the development of skills in the digital environment, 
where esports and video games occupy an important position, with a view to 
encouraging young people, in particular those from under-represented groups, to enter 
these sectors;

14. Stresses that additional funding is long overdue, as the Melina Mercouri Prize2 is the 
only direct EU funding awarded to European Capitals of Culture and has had the same 
small endowment for years; highlights that European Capitals of Culture represent 
significant added value for European society;

Erasmus+

15. Calls for additional funding to bring stability to initiatives such as the European 
Universities initiative and the Erasmus+ Teacher Academies, and to support Jean 
Monnet actions, such as the Learning EU at School initiative, that focus on schools and 
vocational education and training institutions, including institutions providing artistic 
training and education;

16. Emphasises, in particular, the role of Erasmus+ in Europe’s unwavering support to the 
Ukrainian people during Russia’s war of aggression in Ukraine; recalls the need to 
further reinforce the Erasmus+ programme budget given the ongoing need to support 
Ukrainian teachers and students;

17. Emphasises the health benefits of exercise for everyone, including young Europeans; 
notes that sport is facing similar pressures to other sectors in the current circumstances; 
calls for an increase in Erasmus+ funding for sport projects;

18. Calls for the allocation of dedicated funding to the European Education Area in 2024, 
and for long-term funding in the future, in order to ensure the consistency of its 
development, governance and implementation, with a view to helping Member States 
meet national obligations concerning the needs of communities and educational 
institutions located in disadvantaged, remote and rural areas and guaranteeing equal 
access to all levels of education and digital education, including the development of 
digital skills for older people; calls on the Commission to protect academic freedom 
across Europe by applying recital 64 of Regulation (EU) 2021/8173;

Other aspects

19. Stresses that the increase in the unit costs of mobility actions should not decrease the 
budget available for individual users of the Erasmus+ and European Solidarity Corps 
programmes, as this would discourage participants and lead to targets, such as inclusion 

2 Decision No 445/2014/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 April 2014 establishing a 
Union action for the European Capitals of Culture for the years 2020 to 2033 and repealing Decision 
No 1622/2006/EC, OJ L 132, 3.5.2014, p. 1.
3 Regulation (EU) 2021/817 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 May 2021 establishing 
Erasmus+: the Union Programme for education and training, youth and sport and repealing Regulation (EU) 
No 1288/2013, OJ L 189, 28.5.2021, p. 1.
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objectives, and expectations not being met; underlines the need to consider revising the 
mobility schemes of all programmes, given the current context, to reflect the needs of 
disadvantaged and vulnerable groups in particular;

20. Recalls that the ‘do-no-significant-harm’ principle is enshrined in the Erasmus+, 
Creative Europe, European Solidarity Corps and CERV programmes; stresses, 
therefore, the urgent need to ensure that this principle is respected in all the 
programmes’ activities, and to take any corrective measures that may be required 
without delay;

21. Recalls the importance of gender mainstreaming for getting the best gender equality 
impact from programmes such as Erasmus+, Creative Europe, the European Solidarity 
Corps and CERV; stresses, in this regard, the need for the systematic collection and 
analysis of gender-disaggregated data;

22. Urges the Commission to further support the financing of the system of European 
schools in order to address the challenges it currently faces, thus enabling the 
achievement of high teaching standards and the increased exchange of best practices 
with national education systems;

23. Suggests that in 2024, the legacy of the European Year of Youth could be linked with 
that of the European Year of Skills, with adequate financing being identified from 
relevant programmes for follow-up activities in the subsequent years; insists that no 
funds from the Erasmus+, Creative Europe and European Solidarity Corps programmes 
should be diverted to fund the European Year of Skills; reiterates its call for the 
Commission to evaluate the European Year of Youth and submit a report on this to 
Parliament as soon as possible, and by mid-2023 at the latest;

24. Calls for sufficient funding to be made available to the New European Bauhaus in the 
2024 budget, in preparation for the establishment of a dedicated budget from 2025 
onwards; emphasises the need to release new funds without affecting the Creative 
Europe budget, as the mere redeployment of existing funds will not be sufficient to 
achieve the initiative’s objectives; recalls the initiative’s importance for ensuring the 
success of the European Green Deal and the just transition and for maintaining the 
European way of life;

25. Emphasises the importance of pilot projects and preparatory actions; highlights the need 
to ensure the sufficient financing of proposals submitted by the Committee on Culture 
and Education; notes their potential to support digital skills, among other benefits.
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