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Subject: Opinion on the Guidelines for the 2021 Budget, Section III (2019/2213 (BUD))

Dear Mr Chair,

Under the procedure referred to above, the Committee on Culture and Education has been 
asked to submit an opinion to your committee. 

On behalf of the CULT Committee and in close coordination with Romeo Franz, CULT 
rapporteur on the 2021 Budget, I would like to submit the following suggestions to you on the 
2021 Budget. The suggestions should be regarded as the CULT Committee contribution to the 
‘Guidelines for the 2021 Budget’ that the Committee on Budgets is preparing. 

Yours sincerely,

Sabine Verheyen
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SUGGESTIONS

1. Reaffirms the importance of programmes in the fields of youth, citizenship, education 
and culture and the need to provide the necessary funding to meet citizens’ expectations 
and the ambitious objectives set for those programmes; believes that duly increased 
funding is crucial for the future of Europe and would enable more participants to enjoy 
the benefits of the programmes, particularly those with fewer opportunities; considers 
that cultural, educational and creative programmes have the capacity to both strengthen 
their social objectives with a special focus on inclusion and geographical balance and 
contribute to the Union’s goal of tackling global challenges such as climate change and 
digitalisation among others; insists that the 2021 budget be significantly higher than the 
2020 budget and followed by linear and gradual growth in annual allocations so as to 
widen access from year one and avoid disproportionate increases and absorption 
challenges in the final years of the 2021-2027 Multiannual Financial Framework 
(MFF); urges the Commission to present a contingency plan in order to ensure the 
continued financing of all Union funding programmes from the beginning of 2021 in the 
event that it is not possible to successfully conclude the MFF negotiations by the end of 
2020; reiterates that a strong emphasis needs to be placed on the societal challenges 
triggered by climate change and that the budget allocated for Erasmus+, the European 
Solidarity Corps and the Creative Europe programme match the political ambitions of 
the programmes and foster sustainable development and environmental transition; 
stresses that education and culture are key areas of shaping and promoting gender 
equality and thus calls for the inclusion of gender mainstreaming and gender budgeting 
principles in all programmes and when addressing societal challenges;

2. Recalls the fact that Erasmus+ is the leading programme for promoting learning 
mobility among people of all ages and all social groups, with applications significantly 
exceeding the funding available; stresses that the Erasmus+ programme is the European 
success story, bringing people together, developing interpersonal and working skills, 
promoting intercultural learning and supporting a genuine European sense of belonging; 
reiterates, therefore, that the 2021 budget must be in line with the demand to triple the 
Erasmus+ budget under the 2021-2027 MFF; stresses that new initiatives in the fields of 
citizenship, youth, education and culture, such as the European Universities Initiative in 
the new Erasmus programme, could contribute to the Future of Europe debates and have 
a real impact on citizens’ lives as well as their perception of the Union; underlines, 
however, that the support of Parliament for new initiatives depends on the final amounts 
of the programmes’ budgets; reiterates in that regard that new initiatives need fresh 
money;

3. Underlines the value of the Creative Europe programme in supporting the Union’s 
audio-visual, creative and cultural industries and sectors; recalls the fact that the 
programme was substantially underfunded, which was reflected in persistently low 
funding success rates for projects in the current programme, especially in the culture 
strand; insists on the need for essential increased funding in order to meet the objectives 
of the programme and citizens’ expectations; recalls the fact that the 2021 budget must 
be in line with the need for double funding for the Creative Europe programme under 
the 2021-2027 MFF; calls on the Commission to improve its external communication 
strategy and thus citizens’ access to information on the Union’s activities; reiterates the 
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need for the Commission to consider new ways and means to communicate on Union 
affairs; calls, therefore, on the Commission to further diversify the information tools 
currently used and promoted in the context of ‘multimedia activities’;

4. Considers that the European Solidarity Corps is a fundamental tool for promoting civic 
engagement across the Union and strengthening Union citizenship; insists that the 2021 
budget for the European Solidarity Corps be consistent with the many expectations it 
has raised among young people across Europe, particularly in the volunteering strand; 
calls for sufficient funding to be allocated to cover the high demand of volunteering 
placements;

5. Underlines the success of the Europe for Citizens programme and its significance in 
enhancing a sense of belonging to the Union and fostering the democratic and civic 
participation of citizens as well as citizens’ engagement in the actions of the Union; 
reiterates the need to provide the essential increased funding for the ‘Citizens’ 
Engagement and Participation’ strand within the new Citizens, Equality, Rights and 
Values programme, and recalls that it must correspond to 27,26  % of the programme’s 
total budget;

6. Is concerned about the situation resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic crisis; calls on 
the Commission to take all necessary measures to support the beneficiaries of Union 
programmes in the fields of culture and education; stresses the need for additional 
support for the creative sector, which is severely hit by the crisis; calls on the 
Commission to develop a coordinated approach amongst the Member States so that 
sufficient investment is made in the fields of culture, education, youth and citizenship 
after the COVID-19 pandemic crisis with the aim of avoiding a similar situation to that 
of the aftermath of the financial and economic crisis in 2009 where public spending in 
those areas declined significantly in the Union.


