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Subject: Opinion on the proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion, on behalf of 
the Union, of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the European Union 
and the European Atomic Energy Community, of the one part, and the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the other part, and of the 
Agreement between the European Union and the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland concerning security procedures for exchanging and 
protecting classified information (COM(2020)0856 – C9-XXXX/2021 – 
2020/0382(NLE))

Dear Mr McAllister, dear Mr Lange,

Under the procedure referred to above, the Committee on Culture and Education has been asked 
to submit an opinion to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and to the Committee on International 
Trade. At its meeting of 11 January 2021, the committee decided to send the opinion in the 
form of a letter.

The Committee on Culture and Education considered the matter at its meeting of 26 January 
2021. At that meeting, it decided to call on the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the 
Committee on International Trade, as the committees responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into their motion for a resolution.

Yours sincerely,
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Sabine Verheyen
Chair, Committee on Culture and Education
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SUGGESTIONS

1. Deeply regrets the UK’s decision not to participate in the Erasmus+ programme for the 
period of the 2021-2027 multiannual financial framework (MFF); underlines that the 
decision will result in a lose-lose outcome, depriving people and organisations in the 
Union and in the UK of life-changing opportunities through exchange and cooperation 
projects; is particularly surprised that the UK cited excessive participation costs as the 
reason for its decision; urges the UK to use the ‘cooling-off’ period provided for under 
the Joint Declaration on Participation in Union Programmes to reconsider its position;

2. Welcomes the announcement by the Irish government that it will fund Erasmus+ 
mobility exchanges for students from universities in Northern Ireland, irrespective of 
their nationality, and will put in place the necessary university enrolment arrangements 
to make this possible; recalls that, under the Erasmus+ programme, entities from 
countries not associated to the programme are entitled to participate in specific actions 
and calls on the Commission to put in place the necessary arrangements to enable UK 
institutions to participate under these provisions; 

3. Notes that the Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) provides for the UK to 
participate in the Horizon Europe programme; recalls that education and research are both 
integral parts of academic cooperation and that synergies between Horizon Europe and 
Erasmus+ are a key dimension of the new programme generation; underlines that it will 
monitor the situation closely to ensure that the differentiated approach to UK participation 
in the Union’s two academic cooperation programmes does not undermine their 
effectiveness or the results of past cooperation; 

4. Continues to regret the UK’s previous decision not to participate in either the Creative 
Europe or the European Solidarity Corps programmes from 1 January 2021; is concerned 
that this decision will jeopardise many years of cooperation, depriving both the UK and 
the EU of a powerful source of creativity, change and innovation;

5. Is disappointed that the TCA does not provide for visa-free arrangements for the purposes 
of study, meaning that EU students wishing to study in the UK and UK students wishing 
to study in the EU will be required to obtain a visa; points out, furthermore, that the end 
of equal treatment rules will mean that EU students wishing to study in the UK will not be 
subject to the same arrangements for tuition fees and access to student loans as their UK 
peers and vice-versa; regrets that UK will not participate in the initiatives and measures 
designed to establish a genuine European Education Area by 2025, further denting 
cooperation; 

6. Recalls that Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications no 
longer applies to the UK and regrets that the TCA does not contain provisions to enable 
the mutual recognition of professional qualifications; urges the UK and the Commission 
to continue dialogue with a view to establishing an effective framework for the mutual 
recognition of academic and professional qualifications;  

7. Is disappointed that it was not possible to find a mutually acceptable solution enabling visa-
free entry and stay for artists and cultural professionals, especially given the importance of 
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touring to the sector and to cultural exchange in general; insists that the provisions governing 
the entry and temporary stay of natural persons for business purposes are ill-suited to the 
cultural and creative sector and risk resulting in onerous and potentially prohibitive visa 
requirements for touring artists and cultural professionals; stresses that visa-free 
arrangements are in the interests of the sector in both the EU and the UK and urges both 
parties to work towards an agreement;

8. Considers that the UK’s decision not to participate in relevant Union programmes, coupled 
with the provisions governing students’ and artists’ mobility, will inevitably hamper 
continued dialogue and cooperation between the Union and the UK in the fields of education 
and training, youth and culture; recalls that the arrangements under the TCA run counter to 
the express wishes of the relevant sectors in both the EU and the UK; 

9. Welcomes the fact that the TCA applies the exception culturelle and that audiovisual services 
are therefore excluded from its scope; 

10. Recalls that, since the UK is party to the European Convention on Transfrontier Television, 
audiovisual works originating in the UK are considered, as a matter of principle, as 
‘European works’ for the purposes of the Audiovisual Media Services Directive in 
accordance with Article 1, paragraph 1, point (n) and paragraph 3; stresses in that regard that 
they may be used to fulfil the 30% share of European works in the catalogues of media 
service providers of on-demand audiovisual media services in the Member States; considers 
that the situation should be closely monitored; 

11. Notes with satisfaction that the TCA provides for continued cooperation with respect to the 
return of unlawfully removed and illicitly trafficked cultural objects to their country of origin 
in accordance with the principles enshrined in the UNESCO Convention on the Means of 
Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural 
Property; looks forward to active cooperation in this field. 

12. Considers that education, cultural and youth exchanges are the backbone of a good 
relationship between partners; believes that close cooperation and dialogue in these areas 
should continue through all possible means and calls on the parties to explore future avenues 
in this regard; urges both parties to use the TCA as a foundation on which to retain and build 
ties in the areas of education, culture, media, youth and sport for the benefit of EU and UK 
citizens; emphasises that participation in Union programmes remains open to the UK after 
the 2021-2027 MFF.


