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Subject: Opinion on "Towards equal rights for people with disabilities"  (2022/2026(INI))

Dear Mr Chair,

Under the procedure referred to above, the Committee on Culture and Education has been 
asked to submit an opinion to your committee. At its meeting of 26 January 2022, the 
committee decided to send the opinion in the form of a letter. 

It considered the matter at its meeting of 17 May 2022 and endorsed the opinion at that 
meeting1.

Yours sincerely,

Sabine Verheyen

1 The following were present for the final vote: Sabine Verheyen (Chair and rapporteur for opinion), Dace 
Melbārde (Vice-Chair), Victor Negrescu (Vice-Chair), Michaela Šojdrová (Vice-Chair), Asim Ademov, 
Christine Anderson, Andrea Bocskor, Ilana Cicurel, Gianantonio Da Re, Laurence Farreng, Tomasz Frankowski, 
Alexis Georgoulis, Catherine Griset, Sylvie Guillaume, Hannes Heide, Irena Joveva, Petra Kammerevert, Niyazi 
Kizilyürek, Elżbieta Kruk, Peter Pollák, Diana Riba i Giner, Marcos Ros Sempere, Domènec Ruiz Devesa, 
Monica Semedo, Andrey Slabakov, Massimiliano Smeriglio, Sabine Verheyen, Viola Von Cramon-Taubadel, 
Maria Walsh, Theodoros Zagorakis, Milan Zver.
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SUGGESTIONS

A. Underlines the key role that education, culture and sports, play in the integration of 
people with disabilities and as a tool to foster their complete personal fulfilment and 
active participation in the society; 

B. Calls on the Member States for increased investments and to use the funding 
opportunities offered by the Erasmus+ and its flagship actions such as the Teachers 
Academies, the European Solidarity Corps and the Creative Europe programmes to 
reduce the inequalities between people with and without disabilities; Reminds the strong 
inclusive dimension of these three programmes and their multiplier effect for the 
European and national disabilities policies; 

C. Is concerned that the COVID-19 pandemic has raised the difficulties for pupils with 
disabilities to access education and has shown that the concept of inclusive education is 
not yet a reality in many Member States. Calls on the Member States to give specific 
attention on the needs of pupils with disabilities in the implementation of their 
education policies; Recalls in this context that one of the focus of the European 
Education Area (EEA) Strategic Framework (2021-2030) is on inclusive education and 
lifelong learning;

D. Insists on Member States to prioritise prevention, early detection and rehabilitation 
measures in education and training systems, while promoting a tailored and community 
approach to the integration and recognition of people with any kind of disabilities or 
learning differences; 

E. Highlights the importance of developing policies to ensure that people with disabilities 
have the same opportunities and access to quality digital education; calls the 
Commission and Members States to develop specific inclusion strategies for pupils with 
disabilities and to increase their efforts in presenting and exchanging best practices on 
how learners with disabilities can better be integrated in the education and training 
systems;

F. Calls on the Commission and Member States to cooperate in the areas of ICT which can 
bring real benefits to people with disabilities and related supporting and health services; 
calls for the ICT initiatives taken during COVID to be evaluated and used to facilitate 
access to education for people with disabilities; 

G. Calls on the Member States to reduce barriers for people with disabilities in the 
engagement in leisure, culture and sports and to develop tailor-made policies to promote 
better access to and wider participation in cultural and physical activities and to promote 
accessible sports infrastructures Underlines the need to share good practices in a 
structured way, for instance by setting up a dedicated platform; 

H. Highlights the importance of educational and awareness-raising campaigns among the 
general population and for specialised training for relevant actors about the rights and 
needs of people with disabilities, especially with regards to education, training and the 
entry in the labour market; 

I.  Calls on the Member States to ensure that people with disabilities are fairly represented 
in the media and recalls the need for a proper implementation of the Audiovisual Media 
Services Directive, in particular as regards its provisions related to people with 
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disabilities.


