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Amendment 1
Dace Melbārde, Elżbieta Kruk, Andrey Slabakov

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that in order to fight 
against disinformation and fake news, 
reinstate a climate of trust in the media 
and counter threats to democratic political 
processes, a comprehensive strategy is 
needed, based inter alia on media and 
information literacy, and aimed at 
empowering citizens to critically assess 
media content and recognise the difference 
between opinion and fact;

1. Highlights that news media is a 
critical public good which is holding those 
in power accountable and enables 
individuals to make informed decisions; 
stresses, therefore, that people's access to 
information and quality journalism is of 
paramount importance; considers that in 
order to fight against disinformation and 
political propaganda, increase trust in the 
media and counter threats to democratic 
political processes, a sector-specific 
comprehensive strategy is needed which 
entails equitable access to trustworthy 
information sources, support and 
strengthening of independent media and 
quality journalism, including 
reinvigorating local news ecosystems, as 
well as improvement of media and 
information literacy aimed at empowering 
citizens to identify news sources and 
critically assess media content, 
understanding the difference between 
editorial and commercial content, and 
to recognise the difference between 
opinion and fact;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Catherine Griset

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that in order to fight 
against disinformation and fake news, 

1. Considers that in order to fight 
against disinformation and fake news, 
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reinstate a climate of trust in the media and 
counter threats to democratic political 
processes, a comprehensive strategy is 
needed, based inter alia on media and 
information literacy, and aimed at 
empowering citizens to critically assess 
media content and recognise the difference 
between opinion and fact;

reinstate a climate of trust in the media and 
counter threats to democratic political 
processes, a comprehensive strategy is 
needed to promote, in schools and the rest 
of the public sphere, freedom of 
expression in the media and the 
information sector and empower citizens 
to critically assess content and recognise 
the difference between opinion and fact;

Or. fr

Amendment 3
Ibán García Del Blanco, Marcos Ros Sempere, Domènec Ruiz Devesa

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that in order to fight 
against disinformation and fake news, 
reinstate a climate of trust in the media and 
counter threats to democratic political 
processes, a comprehensive strategy is 
needed, based inter alia on media and 
information literacy, and aimed at 
empowering citizens to critically assess 
media content and recognise the difference 
between opinion and fact;

1. Considers that in order to fight 
disinformation, misinformation and mal-
information, reinstate a climate of trust in 
the media, and counter threats to 
democracy, a comprehensive strategy is 
needed, based inter alia on media and 
information literacy, and aimed at 
empowering citizens to critically assess 
media content and recognise the difference 
between opinion and fact;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Łukasz Kohut, Petra Kammerevert, Predrag Fred Matić, Victor Negrescu

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that in order to fight 
against disinformation and fake news, 
reinstate a climate of trust in the media and 
counter threats to democratic political 

1. Considers that in order to fight 
against disinformation and fake news, 
reinstate a climate of trust in the media and 
counter threats to democratic political 



AM\1204023EN.docx 5/41 PE650.615v01-00

EN

processes, a comprehensive strategy is 
needed, based inter alia on media and 
information literacy, and aimed at 
empowering citizens to critically assess 
media content and recognise the difference 
between opinion and fact;

processes, a comprehensive EU strategy is 
needed, aimed at empowering citizens to 
critically assess media content and 
recognise the difference between opinion 
and fact; calls therefore on the European 
Commission to develop such a strategy in 
close cooperation with the Member States 
and civil society organisations;

Or. en

Amendment 5
Irena Joveva, Bernard Guetta, Vlad-Marius Botoş, Ilana Cicurel, Radka Maxová, 
Morten Løkkegaard

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that in order to fight 
against disinformation and fake news, 
reinstate a climate of trust in the media and 
counter threats to democratic political 
processes, a comprehensive strategy is 
needed, based inter alia on media and 
information literacy, and aimed at 
empowering citizens to critically assess 
media content and recognise the difference 
between opinion and fact;

1. Considers that in order to fight 
against disinformation and fake news, 
reinstate a climate of trust in the media and 
counter threats to democratic political 
processes, a comprehensive strategy is 
needed, based inter alia on media and 
information literacy, and aimed at 
empowering citizens to critically assess 
media content and recognise the difference 
between opinion and facts; in this context 
reminds that, independent and pluralistic 
media based on freedom of information 
and expression is a core element of any 
functioning democracy;

Or. en

Amendment 6
Loucas Fourlas, Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Michaela Šojdrová, Peter Pollák, Tomasz 
Frankowski, Theodoros Zagorakis, Sabine Verheyen, Asim Ademov, Stelios 
Kympouropoulos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1
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Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that in order to fight 
against disinformation and fake news, 
reinstate a climate of trust in the media and 
counter threats to democratic political 
processes, a comprehensive strategy is 
needed, based inter alia on media and 
information literacy, and aimed at 
empowering citizens to critically assess 
media content and recognise the difference 
between opinion and fact;

1. Considers that in order to fight 
against disinformation and fake news, 
reinstate a climate of trust in the media and 
counter threats to democratic political 
processes, a comprehensive strategy is 
needed, based inter alia on media and 
information literacy, and aimed at 
empowering citizens to critically assess 
media content and recognise the difference 
between opinion and fact; stresses the need 
to develop a strategy on how to ensure the 
reliability of news and information during 
election campaigns; considers the 
changing of funding models as significant 
challenge for quality journalism, as the 
replacement of trained journalists by less 
expensive freelancers is one of the 
challenges quality journalism faces today; 
underlines the role of editorial 
responsibility and liability of both 
traditional and new media; calls upon the 
strict implementation of competition law 
on the digital market and its application 
on online platforms;

Or. en

Amendment 7
Martina Michels, Niyazi Kizilyürek, Alexis Georgoulis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that in order to fight 
against disinformation and fake news, 
reinstate a climate of trust in the media and 
counter threats to democratic political 
processes, a comprehensive strategy is 
needed, based inter alia on media and 
information literacy, and aimed at 
empowering citizens to critically assess 
media content and recognise the difference 
between opinion and fact;

1. Considers that in order to fight 
against disinformation and fake news, 
reinstate a climate of trust in the media and 
counter threats to democratic political 
processes, a comprehensive strategy is 
needed, based inter alia on media, internet 
and information literacy, and aimed at 
empowering citizens to critically assess 
media content and recognise the difference 
between opinion and fact;
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Or. de

Amendment 8
Irena Joveva, Bernard Guetta, Vlad-Marius Botoş, Ilana Cicurel, Radka Maxová, 
Morten Løkkegaard

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Stresses that media freedom has 
been acutely deteriorating across Europe 
over the past decade, facing challenges 
highlighted by court cases, official 
enquiries, reports by the European 
institutions and non-governmental 
organisations; while the decline can be 
attributed to a range of legal, political and 
economic factors, the European 
institutions must respect and protect the 
fundamental rights of media freedom and 
pluralism as the essential pillar of 
democracy enshrined in the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union;

Or. en

Amendment 9
Loucas Fourlas, Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Michaela Šojdrová, Peter Pollák, Tomasz 
Frankowski, Theodoros Zagorakis, Sabine Verheyen, Asim Ademov, Stelios 
Kympouropoulos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Calls on the Commission and the 
Member States to step up the efforts on 
tackling disinformation and fake news 
that are aiming at undermining the trust 
in European democratic foundations, to 
identify them as a threat to the European 
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Union and its member states, and to 
propose adequate increase of financial 
and personnel resources to the units 
combating the disinformation;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Diana Riba i Giner

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Calls on the Commission to closely 
monitor the implementation of the 
AVMSD in particular as regards hate 
speech, protection of minors, 
independence of national media 
regulators, transparency and media 
literacy obligations;

Or. en

Amendment 11
Diana Riba i Giner

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1b. Welcomes the recent launch of a 
European Digital Media Observatory, a 
platform aimed at networking fact 
checkers and researchers and at providing 
media practitioners, teachers and citizens 
with information to better understand 
fake news; is confident that this new 
instrument will help gather best practices 
and tailor media literacy programmes 
according to the latest findings; requests 
that public safety-related information is 
presented in a clear and simple manner, 
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including in accessible and usable 
formats for persons with disabilities;

Or. en

Amendment 12
Irena Joveva, Bernard Guetta, Vlad-Marius Botoş, Ilana Cicurel, Radka Maxová, 
Morten Løkkegaard

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1b. Calls on the Commission and the 
Member States to develop a strategy for 
improvement, implementation and 
monitoring of media legislation to 
effectively tackle the spread of 
disinformation and fake news, while 
supporting independent broadcasting, 
fostering transparency, credibility and 
independence of media and their freedom;

Or. en

Amendment 13
Catherine Griset

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the Commission to work in 
close cooperation with the Member States 
and civil society organisations to develop 
common curricula on media literacy and 
to reach out to all citizens through formal, 
non-formal and informal education, and 
through lifelong learning;

2. Calls on the Commission to work in 
close cooperation with the Member States 
and civil society organisations to raise 
awareness among all stakeholders in 
democratic life of the need to respect 
pluralism and freedom of expression in 
the media;

Or. fr
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Amendment 14
Martina Michels, Niyazi Kizilyürek, Alexis Georgoulis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the Commission to work in 
close cooperation with the Member States 
and civil society organisations to develop 
common curricula on media literacy and 
to reach out to all citizens through formal, 
non-formal and informal education, and 
through lifelong learning;

2. Calls on the Commission to work in 
close cooperation with the Member States 
and civil society organisations to develop 
educational programmes on media and 
internet literacy and to reach out to all 
citizens through formal, non-formal and 
informal education, and through lifelong 
learning, and to ensure comprehensive 
civil society organisation involvement in 
broadcasting and audience advisory 
boards;

Or. de

Amendment 15
Dace Melbārde, Andrey Slabakov

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the Commission to work in 
close cooperation with the Member States 
and civil society organisations to develop 
common curricula on media literacy and to 
reach out to all citizens through formal, 
non-formal and informal education, and 
through lifelong learning;

2. Calls on the Commission to work in 
close cooperation with the Member States 
and civil society organisations to help 
develop tailored curricula on information 
and media literacy as well as data literacy, 
including algorithmic awareness, and to 
reach out to all citizens through formal, 
non-formal and informal education 
including through lifelong learning; 
believes that the updated Digital 
Education Action Plan can play a role in 
facilitating these initiatives;

Or. en
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Amendment 16
Irena Joveva, Bernard Guetta, Vlad-Marius Botoş, Ilana Cicurel, Radka Maxová, 
Morten Løkkegaard

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the Commission to work in 
close cooperation with the Member States 
and civil society organisations to develop 
common curricula on media literacy and to 
reach out to all citizens through formal, 
non-formal and informal education, and 
through lifelong learning;

2. Calls on the Commission to work in 
close cooperation with the Member States, 
candidate countries and civil society 
organisations to develop commonly 
understood curricula on media literacy and 
to reach out to all citizens through formal, 
non-formal and informal education, and 
through lifelong learning; this should 
allow the citizens to fully understand the 
effects of disinformation, to identify and 
make the distinction between evidence 
and opinion, while giving them the ability 
to access and assess information;

Or. en

Amendment 17
Loucas Fourlas, Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Michaela Šojdrová, Peter Pollák, Tomasz 
Frankowski, Theodoros Zagorakis, Sabine Verheyen, Asim Ademov, Stelios 
Kympouropoulos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the Commission to work in 
close cooperation with the Member States 
and civil society organisations to develop 
common curricula on media literacy and to 
reach out to all citizens through formal, 
non-formal and informal education, and 
through lifelong learning;

2. Calls on the Commission to work in 
close cooperation with the Member States, 
independent and civil society organisations 
to develop common curricula on media 
literacy and to reach out to all citizens and 
journalists through formal, non-formal and 
informal education, and through lifelong 
learning; calls for safeguarding 
independent authorities and ensuring 
strong independent oversight of media 
against undue State and commercial 
intervention, calling on the Member 
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States to ensure impartiality;

Or. en

Amendment 18
Diana Riba i Giner

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Believes that civil society 
organisations (CSOs) are key in fostering 
media literacy and helping to prevent 
spreading of hate speech and 
disinformation; stresses that CSOs are in 
urgent need of structural support; 
considers that community media 
organisations should be integrated as 
stakeholders in the programmes dedicated 
to promote journalism and media literacy 
in Europe, most specifically within the 
Creative Europe programme (cross-
sectoral strand);

Or. en

Amendment 19
Loucas Fourlas, Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Michaela Šojdrová, Peter Pollák, Tomasz 
Frankowski, Theodoros Zagorakis, Sabine Verheyen, Asim Ademov, Stelios 
Kympouropoulos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Highlights the importance of local 
media structures for the promotion, 
production and dissemination of 
information and facts related to local and 
minority artistic and cultural events, 
being an important instrument for 
maintaining media pluralism and a 
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multicultural environment in Europe;

Or. en

Amendment 20
Łukasz Kohut, Petra Kammerevert, Predrag Fred Matić, Victor Negrescu, Ibán García 
Del Blanco

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Underlines the crucial importance 
of independent journalism in sustaining 
media pluralism and transparency of the 
democratic process; calls on the 
Commission to include studies and 
courses on independent journalism in 
appropriate EU funded projects and 
programmes;

Or. en

Amendment 21
Dace Melbārde, Elżbieta Kruk

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Considers that media itself can 
and must play an important role in 
promoting media literacy;

Or. en

Amendment 22
Diana Riba i Giner, Dace Melbārde

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 b (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

2b. Calls to streamline and integrate 
media literacy in other EU programmes 
that support education and media as a 
tool for inclusion and to develop critical 
thinking among citizens;

Or. en

Amendment 23
Ibán García Del Blanco, Marcos Ros Sempere, Łukasz Kohut, Domènec Ruiz Devesa

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Stresses that media pluralism is 
under serious threat both online and 
offline due to the excessive concentration 
of media ownership, which has resulted in 
dominant actors in the media sector using 
information to pursue political and social 
objectives and in the lowering of the 
quality, diversity and reliability of the 
information available;

3. Stresses the importance of 
ensuring online and offline media 
pluralism to guarantee the quality, 
diversity and reliability of the information 
available; warns against excessive 
concentration of media ownership, which 
has resulted in dominant actors in the 
media sector using information to pursue 
political and social objectives;

Or. en

Amendment 24
Loucas Fourlas, Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Michaela Šojdrová, Peter Pollák, Tomasz 
Frankowski, Sabine Verheyen, Asim Ademov, Stelios Kympouropoulos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Stresses that media pluralism is 
under serious threat both online and offline 
due to the excessive concentration of 
media ownership, which has resulted in 
dominant actors in the media sector using 

3. Stresses that media pluralism is 
under serious threat both online and offline 
due to the excessive concentration of 
media ownership, which might result in 
dominant actors in the media sector using 
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information to pursue political and social 
objectives and in the lowering of the 
quality, diversity and reliability of the 
information available;

information to pursue political, social and 
financial objectives and in the lowering of 
the quality, diversity and reliability of the 
information available; calls on the 
Member States to establish necessary 
regulatory frameworks in order to 
monitor media ownership, avoid 
monopolies, ensure freedom of expression 
and combat hate speech; recommends to 
strengthen legislation to prevent 
monopolisation and the acquisition of 
mass media by individuals or large 
corporations, as well as to strengthen the 
procedures that ensure transparency as 
regards the funding of the above-
mentioned media structures, as a way to 
enable the existence of private and free 
media, independent of political power;

Or. en

Amendment 25
Dace Melbārde, Andrey Slabakov

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Stresses that media pluralism is 
under serious threat both online and offline 
due to the excessive concentration of 
media ownership, which has resulted in 
dominant actors in the media sector using 
information to pursue political and social 
objectives and in the lowering of the 
quality, diversity and reliability of the 
information available;

3. Stresses that media pluralism is 
under serious threat both online and offline 
due to the excessive concentration of 
media ownership, which has often resulted 
in dominant actors in the media sector 
using information to pursue political, social 
or commercial objectives and in the 
lowering of the quality, diversity and 
reliability of the information available; 
points out that media face a systemic 
market failure hampering the 
sustainability of quality journalism, 
especially in smaller markets, including 
local and regional media markets, in 
particular considering the disruptive 
effects of online platforms which have 
contributed to audiences and advertising 
moving online; recognises that public 
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authorities have a positive obligation to 
foster media pluralism;

Or. en

Amendment 26
Andrea Bocskor

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Stresses that media pluralism is 
under serious threat both online and offline 
due to the excessive concentration of 
media ownership, which has resulted in 
dominant actors in the media sector using 
information to pursue political and social 
objectives and in the lowering of the 
quality, diversity and reliability of the 
information available;

3. Stresses that media pluralism is 
under serious threat both online and 
offline, on the one hand due to the 
excessive concentration of media 
ownership, which has resulted in dominant 
actors in the media sector using 
information to pursue political and social 
objectives and in the lowering of the 
quality, diversity and reliability of the 
information available, and on the other 
hand because of the uncritical passing of 
false allegations and political opinions 
presented as facts between media which in 
terms of the media ownership background 
are not necessarily interconnected;

Or. hu

Amendment 27
Irena Joveva, Bernard Guetta, Vlad-Marius Botoş, Ilana Cicurel, Radka Maxová, 
Morten Løkkegaard

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Stresses the importance of 
ensuring the maintenance of media 
freedom and pluralism for democracy, 
and of strengthening the economic growth 
and its sustainability; therefore 
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encourages the Commission to provide a 
common mechanism of transparency of 
media ownership and funding sources, 
thus allowing citizens to make an 
informed judgement about the source of 
the information received; reiterates the 
importance of ensuring the protection of 
journalists and adequate protection of 
journalistic sources, especially during the 
societal crisis and the transformation of 
the media sector;

Or. en

Amendment 28
Diana Riba i Giner

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Underlines that media 
professionals and artists often work in 
precarious conditions with regard to their 
contracts, salaries and social guarantees, 
which compromises their ability to work 
appropriately and thus hampers media 
pluralism and freedom; asks the 
Commission to work closely with Member 
States in order to improve the status and 
working conditions of the artists;

Or. en

Amendment 29
Loucas Fourlas, Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Michaela Šojdrová, Peter Pollák, Tomasz 
Frankowski, Theodoros Zagorakis, Sabine Verheyen, Asim Ademov, Stelios 
Kympouropoulos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment
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3a. Considers that accumulation of 
political, economic and media power in 
the hands of the same actors in order to 
retain political power is constituting a 
threat to the expression of opinion and in 
its consequences is damaging democratic 
competition in some Member States;

Or. en

Amendment 30
Ibán García Del Blanco, Marcos Ros Sempere, Łukasz Kohut, Petra Kammerevert, 
Domènec Ruiz Devesa

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Recalls the need for transparency 
of media ownership and its funding 
sources to be easily accessible to citizens 
so they can make an informed judgment 
about the information provided, as well as 
to reinstate a climate of trust in the 
media; in this context, media literacy 
plays an important role;

Or. en

Amendment 31
Dace Melbārde

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Calls on the Member States and 
the Commission to increase direct and 
indirect support to independent media and 
quality journalism; calls on the 
Commission to launch a dedicated fund, 
ensuring an arm's length principle, for 
these activities;
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Or. en

Amendment 32
Loucas Fourlas, Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Michaela Šojdrová, Peter Pollák, Tomasz 
Frankowski, Theodoros Zagorakis, Sabine Verheyen, Asim Ademov, Stelios 
Kympouropoulos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3b. Stresses that on the Internet 
advertising is increasingly targeted and its 
revenues are more and more 
commoditised, mainly to the benefit of 
digital intermediaries, meaning media 
services need to provide new and 
innovative offers; is strongly concerned 
that the growth of traditional media on 
the digital market is challenged by some 
new aggregators and search engines that 
develop their activities by using right-
holders content without contributing to its 
development and without ensuring fair 
remuneration of the creators; is in favour 
of a clarification of the legal status, the 
role and responsibility of these platforms 
and content providers;

Or. en

Amendment 33
Diana Riba i Giner, Dace Melbārde

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3b. Recalls that media plays an 
essential role in preserving democracy 
and that access to information is an 
essential part of the fight against COVID-
19; calls for an emergency fund to 
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support the media and press sector, 
potentially drawing on funds that cannot 
be spent under other programmes owing 
to the Covid-19 pandemic;

Or. en

Amendment 34
Loucas Fourlas, Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Michaela Šojdrová, Peter Pollák, Tomasz 
Frankowski, Theodoros Zagorakis, Sabine Verheyen, Stelios Kympouropoulos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3c. Warns against overregulation of 
the media, as this has proved to be 
counterproductive and could jeopardise 
media pluralism, highlights however that 
media ownership must be transparent and 
national regulators must monitor this 
aspect particularly, given its role in 
guaranteeing media pluralism; stresses 
that particular focus should be placed on 
transparency and on the market 
dominance of technology platforms that 
control users' access to digital content; 
stresses the importance of EU competition 
law and underlines the importance of 
ensuring a level playing field for business 
by dissolving possible bottlenecks;

Or. en

Amendment 35
Catherine Griset

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Underlines its view that non-
discriminatory, comprehensive and 

4. Underlines its view that non-
discriminatory, comprehensive and 
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balanced media coverage is essential to a 
free and well-informed society in Europe; 
calls on the Commission and the Member 
States to promote an inclusive media 
sphere in which more women, migrants 
and refugees, as well as members of 
LGBTI+ communities and people with 
disabilities, occupy creative and decision-
making positions, which would in turn 
contribute to the reduction of stereotypes 
in media;

balanced media coverage is essential to a 
free and well-informed society in Europe;

Or. fr

Amendment 36
Elżbieta Kruk

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Underlines its view that non-
discriminatory, comprehensive and 
balanced media coverage is essential to a 
free and well-informed society in Europe; 
calls on the Commission and the Member 
States to promote an inclusive media 
sphere in which more women, migrants 
and refugees, as well as members of 
LGBTI+ communities and people with 
disabilities, occupy creative and decision-
making positions, which would in turn 
contribute to the reduction of stereotypes 
in media;

4. Underlines its view that non-
discriminatory, comprehensive and 
balanced media coverage is essential to a 
free and well-informed society in Europe;

Or. en

Amendment 37
Loucas Fourlas, Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Michaela Šojdrová, Peter Pollák, Tomasz 
Frankowski, Theodoros Zagorakis, Sabine Verheyen, Asim Ademov, Stelios 
Kympouropoulos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4
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Draft opinion Amendment

4. Underlines its view that non-
discriminatory, comprehensive and 
balanced media coverage is essential to a 
free and well-informed society in Europe; 
calls on the Commission and the Member 
States to promote an inclusive media 
sphere in which more women, migrants 
and refugees, as well as members of 
LGBTI+ communities and people with 
disabilities, occupy creative and decision-
making positions, which would in turn 
contribute to the reduction of stereotypes 
in media;

4. Underlines its view that non-
discriminatory, comprehensive and 
balanced media coverage is essential to a 
free and well-informed society in Europe; 
recalls the principle of media 
independence, which is crucial to a 
democratic society;

Or. en

Amendment 38
Andrea Bocskor

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Underlines its view that non-
discriminatory, comprehensive and 
balanced media coverage is essential to a 
free and well-informed society in Europe; 
calls on the Commission and the Member 
States to promote an inclusive media 
sphere in which more women, migrants 
and refugees, as well as members of 
LGBTI+ communities and people with 
disabilities, occupy creative and decision-
making positions, which would in turn 
contribute to the reduction of stereotypes in 
media;

4. Underlines its view that non-
discriminatory, comprehensive and 
balanced media coverage is essential to a 
free and well-informed society in Europe; 
calls on the Commission and the Member 
States to promote an inclusive media 
sphere in which all types of minorities and 
disadvantaged groups occupy creative and 
decision-making positions, which would in 
turn contribute to the reduction of 
stereotypes in media;

Or. en

Amendment 39
Ibán García Del Blanco, Marcos Ros Sempere, Łukasz Kohut, Petra Kammerevert, 
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Domènec Ruiz Devesa

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Underlines its view that non-
discriminatory, comprehensive and 
balanced media coverage is essential to a 
free and well-informed society in Europe; 
calls on the Commission and the Member 
States to promote an inclusive media 
sphere in which more women, migrants 
and refugees, as well as members of 
LGBTI+ communities and people with 
disabilities, occupy creative and decision-
making positions, which would in turn 
contribute to the reduction of stereotypes in 
media;

4. Underlines its view that non-
discriminatory, comprehensive and 
balanced media coverage is essential to a 
free and well-informed society in Europe; 
calls on the Commission and the Member 
States to promote an inclusive media 
sphere in which more women, minorities, 
migrants and refugees, as well as members 
of LGBTI+ communities and people with 
disabilities, occupy creative and decision-
making positions, which would in turn 
contribute to the reduction of stereotypes in 
media;

Or. en

Amendment 40
Martina Michels, Niyazi Kizilyürek, Alexis Georgoulis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Underlines its view that non-
discriminatory, comprehensive and 
balanced media coverage is essential to a 
free and well-informed society in Europe; 
calls on the Commission and the Member 
States to promote an inclusive media 
sphere in which more women, migrants 
and refugees, as well as members of 
LGBTI+ communities and people with 
disabilities, occupy creative and decision-
making positions, which would in turn 
contribute to the reduction of stereotypes in 
media;

4. Underlines its view that non-
discriminatory, comprehensive and 
balanced media coverage is essential to a 
free and well-informed society in Europe; 
calls on the Commission and the Member 
States to promote an inclusive media 
sphere in which more women, migrants 
and refugees, as well as members of 
LGBTI+ communities and people with 
disabilities, occupy creative and decision-
making positions, which would in turn 
contribute to the reduction of stereotypes in 
media; calls on the Commission and the 
Member States to promote multilingual 
and barrier-free media projects;
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Or. de

Amendment 41
Irena Joveva, Bernard Guetta, Vlad-Marius Botoş, Ilana Cicurel, Radka Maxová

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Recognises the internet as the new 
digital common source of information, 
giving citizens new opportunities for 
participation, discussion, shaping 
of opinions and sharing of information; 
calls on the Commission to provide a clear 
legislative path with necessary regulatory 
and self-regulatory measures for 
safeguarding the citizens against the 
illegal content and goods; stresses 
that special attention needs to be given 
to measures aimed at preventing repeated 
offences;

Or. en

Amendment 42
Dace Melbārde

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Is of the view that trustworthy 
quality media content prominence 
requirements, tailored for relevant 
markets and respecting national language 
laws, should be considered for platforms 
that act as gatekeepers;

Or. en
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Amendment 43
Dace Melbārde, Andrey Slabakov

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4b. Considers that creating the right 
environment and level playing field is 
vital to mitigate disruptive effects of 
online platforms; highlights that the right 
framework inter alia would involve 
treating online environment similar to 
offline, including for advertising and 
taxation, and updating competition rules 
to make them fit for digital age;

Or. en

Amendment 44
Dace Melbārde, Elżbieta Kruk, Andrey Slabakov

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4c. Highlights the need to increase 
responsibilities and update liability 
framework for online platforms; 
considers that providing access for media 
companies to relevant data (i.e. audience 
reach and advertising data) from market 
dominant platforms is crucial to help 
prevent unfair competition; stresses, 
however, that any new obligations on 
platforms should be proportional to their 
market share and financial capacity in 
order to help even the level playing field 
and promote competition instead of 
stifling it;

Or. en
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Amendment 45
Domènec Ruiz Devesa, Marcos Ros Sempere

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Considers that in the fight against 
disinformation, the core principles of 
access to information and above all 
freedom of expression, including artistic 
freedom, should always prevail;

5. Considers that freedom of 
expression, including artistic freedom, 
must not be misused in order to spread 
disinformation and hate speech;

Or. en

Amendment 46
Andrea Bocskor

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Considers that in the fight against 
disinformation, the core principles of 
access to information and above all 
freedom of expression, including artistic 
freedom, should always prevail;

5. Considers that in the fight against 
disinformation, the core principles of 
access to information and above all 
freedom of expression, including artistic 
freedom, should always prevail, while 
ensuring that those principles cannot be 
used as an excuse to justify or legitimate 
malicious dissemination of fake news or 
the circumvention of rules or restrictions 
which constitute necessary, appropriate 
and proportionate measures within a 
democratic society to safeguard national 
security, defence, public security and 
public health;

Or. en

Amendment 47
Łukasz Kohut, Petra Kammerevert, Predrag Fred Matić, Victor Negrescu

Draft opinion



AM\1204023EN.docx 27/41 PE650.615v01-00

EN

Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Considers that in the fight against 
disinformation, the core principles of 
access to information and above all 
freedom of expression, including artistic 
freedom, should always prevail;

5. Considers that in the fight against 
disinformation, the core principles of 
access to information and above all 
freedom of expression, including artistic 
freedom, should always prevail; highlights 
that decisions taken by media platforms – 
e.g. regarding their community standards 
or recommendation algorithms – have 
considerable consequences for the 
exercise of freedom of expression, right to 
receive impartial information, media 
freedom, pluralism and democracy;

Or. en

Amendment 48
Ibán García Del Blanco, Marcos Ros Sempere

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Considers that in the fight against 
disinformation, the core principles of 
access to information and above all 
freedom of expression, including artistic 
freedom, should always prevail;

5. Considers that in the fight against 
disinformation, misinformation and mal-
information, the core principles of access 
to information and above all freedom of 
expression, including artistic freedom, 
should always prevail in a frame of 
accuracy, independence, fairness, 
confidentiality, humanity, accountability 
and transparency;

Or. en

Amendment 49
Victor Negrescu

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Considers that large scale 
disinformation and fake news represents a 
major challenge for Europe and its 
citizens; calls on the Commission to 
consider the creation of a Multilanguage 
online platform where disinformation and 
fake news can be reported, analysed and 
clarified, by involving all relevant actors 
such as media, institutions and social 
platforms representatives, as well as end-
users;

Or. en

Amendment 50
Martina Michels, Niyazi Kizilyürek, Alexis Georgoulis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Considers that the protection of 
sources, full editorial support for 
journalistic research in word and picture, 
independent editorship and favourable 
employment contracts or corresponding 
levels of fees for journalists are 
prerequisites for balanced, fact-based 
reporting;

Or. de

Amendment 51
Loucas Fourlas, Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Michaela Šojdrová, Peter Pollák, Tomasz 
Frankowski, Theodoros Zagorakis, Sabine Verheyen, Asim Ademov, Stelios 
Kympouropoulos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment
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5a. Underlines that the increase of 
hate speech on the Internet is a massive 
threat for the right of freedom of 
expression; stresses the need of better 
cooperation of the authorities with the 
online platforms to tackle hate speech, 
without destabilizing the fundamental 
right of freedom of expression;

Or. en

Amendment 52
Diana Riba i Giner, Łukasz Kohut

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Considers that any future EU 
mechanism on democracy, rule of law and 
fundamental rights must enshrine media 
freedom, including artistic freedom, as an 
essential pillar of a democratic system;

Or. en

Amendment 53
Diana Riba i Giner, Łukasz Kohut

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5b. Recognises the right to artistic 
freedom and the need to highlight this in 
the context of the broader framework of 
fundamental freedoms and freedom of 
expression; calls on the Commission to 
include freedom of artistic expression 
among the specific objectives of Creative 
Europe 2021-2027;

Or. en
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Amendment 54
Victor Negrescu

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5b. Calls on the European 
Commission to tackle together with all the 
stakeholders involved the issue of 
cyberbullying in order to enable the 
freedom of speech and ensure the 
protection of journalists against online 
attacks;

Or. en

Amendment 55
Domènec Ruiz Devesa, Ibán García Del Blanco, Marcos Ros Sempere

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5b. Warns that governments with 
authoritarian tendencies are undermining 
freedom of expression, including artistic 
freedom, under the cover of the fight 
against disinformation;

Or. en

Amendment 56
Martina Michels, Niyazi Kizilyürek, Alexis Georgoulis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5b. Considers that the Commission 
and the Member States have a particular 
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responsibility for alternative media 
projects and exile media;

Or. de

Amendment 57
Martina Michels, Niyazi Kizilyürek, Alexis Georgoulis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5c. Considers that state interventions 
or commercial pressure on published 
material damage free journalism and 
democratic debate; takes the view that 
securing media freedom and assuming 
editorial responsibility are also important 
in terms of information on large-scale 
platforms which publish or broadcast 
news and programmes directly or via 
users; recalls that the Audiovisual Media 
Services Directive drew up useful rules to 
regulate the elimination of hate speech, 
the protection of minors and the placing 
of advertisements. Implementation of and 
compliance with the Directive should be 
transparent, subjected to evaluation and 
further developed to ensure continued 
media freedom in the long term;

Or. de

Amendment 58
Diana Riba i Giner

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5c. Believes that online platforms are 
part of the online public sphere, where 
education and public debate take place; 
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calls on the EU to ensure safeguards for 
platforms to respect fundamental rights 
and freedom of speech;

Or. en

Amendment 59
Victor Negrescu

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5c. Reiterates the importance of the 
creation of a special committee in the 
European Parliament on the fight against 
disinformation and fake news;

Or. en

Amendment 60
Victor Negrescu

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5d. Underlines the importance of fair 
revenue for independent journalists and 
media content creators online and calls 
on the digital platforms to make more 
efforts in supporting journalism;

Or. en

Amendment 61
Victor Negrescu

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 e (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

5e. Calls on the European 
Commission to support journalism and 
the independence of medias during the 
COVID-19 crisis;

Or. en

Amendment 62
Ibán García Del Blanco, Marcos Ros Sempere, Petra Kammerevert

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Highlights that national media, in 
particular public service media, have an 
important responsibility to adequately 
reflect the cultural, linguistic, social and 
political diversity and to inform citizens 
extensively about all topics that are 
relevant to their everyday lives, including 
EU policies and news.

6. Reminds that the backbone of any 
democracy is an independent, 
professional and responsible media 
aiming to inform, criticise and stimulate 
debate, in particular public service media, 
to adequately serve the public interest with 
truthful, accurate, objective, balanced and 
language-tempered content, reflecting the 
cultural, linguistic, social and political 
diversity of our societies, and to inform 
citizens extensively about all topics that are 
relevant to their everyday lives, including 
EU policies and news.

Or. en

Amendment 63
Loucas Fourlas, Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Michaela Šojdrová, Peter Pollák, Tomasz 
Frankowski, Theodoros Zagorakis, Sabine Verheyen, Asim Ademov, Stelios 
Kympouropoulos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Highlights that national media, in 
particular public service media, have an 

6. Stresses the irreplaceable role of 
national public service media which, as it 
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important responsibility to adequately 
reflect the cultural, linguistic, social and 
political diversity and to inform citizens 
extensively about all topics that are 
relevant to their everyday lives, including 
EU policies and news.

does not financially rely on private 
sources, can provide high-quality and 
impartial information service to the 
general public; highlights its 
responsibility to adequately reflect the 
cultural, linguistic, social and political 
diversity and to inform citizens extensively 
about all topics that are relevant to their 
everyday lives, including EU policies and 
news; considers that it is essential to 
ensure and maintain its independence 
from political interference, including 
through independence from state budget, 
and recalls that it is incumbent upon and 
the duty of national authorities to ensure 
balance between public and private 
media, to respect conditions for high-
quality media and to guarantee full 
independence of journalists and the 
protection of their sources.

Or. en

Amendment 64
Catherine Griset

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Highlights that national media, in 
particular public service media, have an 
important responsibility to adequately 
reflect the cultural, linguistic, social and 
political diversity and to inform citizens 
extensively about all topics that are 
relevant to their everyday lives, including 
EU policies and news.

6. Highlights that national media, in 
particular public service media, have an 
important responsibility to inform citizens 
extensively about all topics that are 
relevant to their everyday lives; highlights 
that Europe's media must adequately 
reflect the cultural, linguistic, social and 
political diversity of Europe.

Or. fr

Amendment 65
Dace Melbārde, Elżbieta Kruk
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Highlights that national media, in 
particular public service media, have an 
important responsibility to adequately 
reflect the cultural, linguistic, social and 
political diversity and to inform citizens 
extensively about all topics that are 
relevant to their everyday lives, including 
EU policies and news.

6. Highlights that national, including 
regional and local media and in particular 
public service media, have an important 
responsibility to adequately reflect the 
cultural, linguistic, social and political 
diversity and to inform citizens extensively 
about all topics that are relevant to their 
everyday lives, including independent and 
critical coverage of EU policies and 
affairs.

Or. en

Amendment 66
Domènec Ruiz Devesa, Marcos Ros Sempere

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Highlights that national media, in 
particular public service media, have an 
important responsibility to adequately 
reflect the cultural, linguistic, social and 
political diversity and to inform citizens 
extensively about all topics that are 
relevant to their everyday lives, including 
EU policies and news.

6. Highlights that European, national 
and subnational media, in particular 
public service media, have an important 
responsibility to adequately reflect the 
cultural, linguistic, social and political 
diversity and to inform citizens extensively 
about all topics that are relevant to their 
everyday lives, including EU policies and 
news.

Or. en

Amendment 67
Łukasz Kohut, Petra Kammerevert, Predrag Fred Matić

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6
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Draft opinion Amendment

6. Highlights that national media, in 
particular public service media, have an 
important responsibility to adequately 
reflect the cultural, linguistic, social and 
political diversity and to inform citizens 
extensively about all topics that are 
relevant to their everyday lives, including 
EU policies and news.

6. Highlights that national media, in 
particular public service media, have an 
important responsibility to adequately 
reflect the cultural, linguistic, social and 
political diversity and to inform citizens 
extensively about all topics that are 
relevant to their everyday lives, including 
EU policies and news; notices that in some 
Member States this diversity has not been 
adequately reflected and that the media 
have not been providing adequate and 
objective information on the EU policies; 
insists on the need to remedy the 
situation;

Or. en

Amendment 68
Elżbieta Kruk

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Opposes regulations empowering 
censorship as well as laws enabling 
governments, public authorities and 
media platforms to decide which 
information is accurate and which is 
considered fake news; stresses that media 
literacy is a competency that empowers 
citizens, therefore encourages Member 
States to strengthen media literacy and 
promote educational initiatives, in order 
to provide adequate tools and to promote 
the use of common sense and critical 
thinking in assessing media content and 
recognising the difference between 
accurate information and fake news;

Or. en
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Amendment 69
Łukasz Kohut, Petra Kammerevert, Predrag Fred Matić, Victor Negrescu, Ibán García 
Del Blanco

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Expresses serious concern about 
the situation in some Member States 
where media laws allowing for greater 
political interference have been 
introduced, resulting in media, public or 
private, being forced to abandon the 
principle of impartiality, which is 
supported by, inter alia, evidence from the 
Reporters Without Borders 2020 World 
Press Freedom Index; underlines that 
free and independent journalism must be 
guaranteed and safeguarded by proper 
regulatory frameworks;

Or. en

Amendment 70
Loucas Fourlas, Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Michaela Šojdrová, Peter Pollák, Tomasz 
Frankowski, Theodoros Zagorakis, Sabine Verheyen, Asim Ademov, Stelios 
Kympouropoulos

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Calls on the Member States to 
introduce effective measures ensuring 
better protection of the personal safety of 
journalists and particularly of the 
investigative journalists; calls on the 
Commission and the Member States to 
present legislative or non-legislative 
proposals to protect journalist resources 
including whistle-blowers;

Or. en
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Amendment 71
Diana Riba i Giner

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Recalls the 2018 Council 
conclusions on the strengthening of 
European content in the digital economy, 
which recognize the relevance of content 
generated by the media "as well as other 
cultural and creative sectors", as being 
"essential pillars of Europe's social and 
economic development";

Or. en

Amendment 72
Elżbieta Kruk

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6b. Stresses that journalists and media 
organisations have a responsibility to 
shape opinion and public discourse as 
well as to provide independent and 
balanced content and that they should 
commit to the pursuit of evidence-based 
journalism; calls for media independence 
and transparency, and urges the Member 
States to abstain from censorship and 
involvement in editorial decisions;

Or. en

Amendment 73
Elżbieta Kruk
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6c. Stresses that public media has a 
duty to provide pluralism, to inform the 
public while reflecting cultural and 
political diversity; stresses that Member 
States need to guarantee the 
independence of public media from 
censorship and political pressure, and to 
prevent it from being used as a tool for 
propaganda and indoctrination;

Or. en

Amendment 74
Elżbieta Kruk

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6d. Stresses that traditional media face 
challenges due to digitalisation in an 
evolving media landscape; calls on 
Member States to provide support to 
traditional media, ensuring they carry out 
their educational and cultural roles;

Or. en

Amendment 75
Elżbieta Kruk

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6e. Stresses that digital and online 
media have led to new opportunities for 
media freedom and pluralism, but that 
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these can be under threat from the 
excessive concentration of media 
ownership; stresses that media ownership 
structures must be transparent and 
monitored; calls for a level playing field 
and legal clarity to ensure diversity and 
accessibility of media content, in order 
to prevent the formation of dominant 
positions by internet web giants;

Or. en

Amendment 76
Elżbieta Kruk

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 f (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6f. Stresses that whistleblowing is an 
essential part of investigative journalism; 
notes that journalists, when acting in the 
public interest, need to be subject to legal 
protection rather than legal prosecution; 
stresses that intimidating acts of 
aggression against journalists endangers 
freedom of expression; emphasises the 
particular importance of the protection of 
sources; calls on Member States to ensure 
that their legal frameworks and law-
enforcement practices provide support, 
protection and assistance to journalists 
and media professionals;

Or. en

Amendment 77
Elżbieta Kruk

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 g (new)

Draft opinion Amendment
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6g. Calls on Member States and media 
organisations to guarantee that 
journalists can carry out their work to the 
highest standards by ensuring just and 
fair remunerations and good working 
conditions with continuous quality 
training for media professionals, both 
contractual and freelance;

Or. en


