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Amendment 2
Alexis Georgoulis

Proposal for a decision
Recital 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3) As a direct consequence of lock-
down measures taken across Europe, 
cultural venues have been closed down and 
cultural events have been cancelled or 
postponed for an undetermined period of 
time. European and international cultural 
cooperation projects have been radically 
slowed down, as the physical crossing of 
borders has been limited. Finally, due to 
rapidly decreasing revenues and emerging 
public health-related needs, local, regional 
and national governments are under 
increased budgetary pressures. Private 
sponsoring for culture is also becoming 
more challenging for the time being as 
there is no public event to sponsor or 
because companies give priority to public 
health-related sponsoring activities.

(3) As a direct consequence of lock-
down measures taken across Europe, 
cultural venues have been closed down and 
cultural events have been cancelled or 
postponed for an undetermined period of 
time. European cultural and creative 
sectors are facing an immense pressure 
that has led to the minimization of income 
and the suppression of creative freedom 
and freedom of expression. European and 
international cultural cooperation projects 
are prevented, as the physical crossing of 
borders has been limited. Finally, due to 
rapidly decreasing revenues and emerging 
public health-related needs, local, regional 
and national governments are under 
increased budgetary pressures. Private 
sponsoring and public financing for 
culture is also becoming more scarce for 
the time being due to the social distancing 
and hygienic protocols in place that are 
necessary but prevent a sustainable and 
financial viable operation of cultural 
events.

Or. en

Amendment 3
Victor Negrescu

Proposal for a decision
Recital 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3) As a direct consequence of lock-
down measures taken across Europe, 
cultural venues have been closed down and 
cultural events have been cancelled or 

(3) As a direct consequence of lock-
down measures taken across Europe, 
cultural venues have been closed down and 
cultural events have been cancelled or 
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postponed for an undetermined period of 
time. European and international cultural 
cooperation projects have been radically 
slowed down, as the physical crossing of 
borders has been limited. Finally, due to 
rapidly decreasing revenues and emerging 
public health-related needs, local, regional 
and national governments are under 
increased budgetary pressures. Private 
sponsoring for culture is also becoming 
more challenging for the time being as 
there is no public event to sponsor or 
because companies give priority to public 
health-related sponsoring activities.

postponed for an undetermined period of 
time. European and international cultural 
cooperation projects have been radically 
slowed down, as the physical crossing of 
borders has been limited. Finally, due to 
rapidly decreasing revenues and emerging 
public health-related needs, local, regional 
and national governments are under 
increased budgetary pressures. Private 
sponsoring for culture is also becoming 
more challenging for the time being as 
there is no public event to sponsor or 
because companies give priority to public 
health-related sponsoring activities. There 
is also a need to develop online and digital 
initiatives in order to make the European 
Capitals of Culture accessible in any 
conditions.

Or. en

Amendment 4
Alexis Georgoulis

Proposal for a decision
Recital 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5) The two European Capitals of 
Culture 2020 had to postpone or cancel all 
events since March 2020 without any 
clarity when (and whether) the situation 
will come back to normality. In practice, 
they are prevented from implementing their 
year as a European Capital of Culture and 
capitalising on the huge investment made.

(5) The two European Capitals of 
Culture 2020 had to postpone or cancel all 
events since March 2020 without any 
clarity when (and whether) the situation 
would allow for the conducting of the 
events in a manner that would allow the 
title to be utilized to its maximum 
potential while respecting health and 
safety of the people working for the 
European Capitals of Culture 2020. In 
practice, they are prevented from 
implementing their year as a European 
Capital of Culture and capitalising on the 
huge investment made. It would be 
necessary to take the opinion of health 
experts into account. It would also be 
important that the Commission provide 
any required assistance of facilitation 
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after constant evaluation of the situation 
in the host Member States.

Or. en

Amendment 5
Alexis Georgoulis

Proposal for a decision
Recital 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) In the three European Capitals of 
Culture 2021, the pandemic results in a 
very high level of uncertainty in nearly all 
areas associated with their preparation: 
insecure financing perspectes from public 
and private partners, unknown future safety 
regulations affecting both participatory 
work and event types to be authorised, as 
well as travel restrictions reducing tourism 
flows and possibilities of European 
partnerships. The preventive measures 
slowed down the preparatory work of the 
three European Capitals of Culture 2021 to 
a critical point, when they should, under 
normal circumstances, double efforts, due 
to the fact that delivery teams were in 
lockdown while the economic survival of 
potential contracting partners is uncertain.

(6) In the three European Capitals of 
Culture 2021, the pandemic results in a 
very high level of uncertainty in all areas 
associated with their preparation: insecure 
financing perspectives from public and 
private partners, unknown future safety 
regulations affecting both participatory 
work and event types to be authorised, as 
well as travel restrictions reducing tourism 
flows and possibilities of European 
partnerships, a precarious situation for 
employees working for the 
implementation of the action as well as 
organizational difficulties that result in 
higher costs for the cities holding the title. 
The preventive measures slowed down the 
preparatory work of the three European 
Capitals of Culture 2021 to a critical point, 
when they should, under normal 
circumstances, double efforts with 
uncertain results, due to the fact that 
delivery teams were in lockdown while the 
economic survival of potential or current 
contracting partners is uncertain, and 
funding ought to be diverted to other 
priorities. Additionally, the objectives of 
the European Capital of Culture action 
cannot be met under the current 
circumstances, therefore close 
consultation and contact with the host 
cities in order to provide them with 
assistance during those unprecedented 
times are necessary.
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Amendment 6
Marcos Ros Sempere, Predrag Fred Matić

Proposal for a decision
Recital 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) After a consultation process that 
involved the cities and the Member States 
concerned, it has been concluded that it is 
appropriate to provide the possibility to the 
ECOC cities designated by Croatia and 
Ireland for 2020 to continue implementing 
their programmes until 30 April 2021, 
without changing the year of designation. 
Therefore, Articles 3, 4 and 16 of Decision 
445/2014/EU should be amended 
accordingly.

(9) After a consultation process that 
involved the cities and the Member States 
concerned, it has been concluded that it is 
appropriate to provide the possibility to the 
ECOC cities designated by Croatia and 
Ireland for 2020 to continue implementing 
their programmes until 30 April 2021, 
without changing the year of designation. 
Therefore, Articles 3, 4 and 16 of Decision 
445/2014/EU should be amended 
accordingly. It would be essential that the 
Commission provide concrete guidance to 
the cities hosting these programmes, and 
wishing to use this extension until 30 
April 2021, as regards the application 
procedures for financial support, such as 
for example additional funds from the 
CRII and the CRII+ packages, as they are 
necessary to carry out the extended 
programmes in full.

Or. en


