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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice 
and Home Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes that only limited progress has been achieved over previous years in the education 
of socially disadvantaged Roma children, and that due to the lack of political will, in 
particular, the gap between Roma and non-Roma pupils and students remains high; 
urges Member States to adopt a holistic approach across all policy areas, and to place 
the education of Roma children high on governments’ agendas in order to fight 
effectively against the poverty and social exclusion they experience;

2. Recalls that Roma pupils are EU citizens, and that as such they should be provided with 
equal opportunities and educated in mainstream, high quality and inclusive education 
settings at all levels; insists that effective desegregation strategies should be put in 
place, especially by EU Member States with a sizeable Roma population;

3. Recommends that, given the importance of high quality early childhood education, 
which is known to correlate with better learning outcomes, the education of vulnerable 
Roma pupils should start as early as possible, preferably at the age of three, by 
including them in affordable, accessible and inclusive early childhood and childcare 
services;

4. Insists that Roma children should stay in education until at least the end of upper 
secondary education; to this end, urges Member States to ensure sufficient financing so 
that mainstream education policies reinforce schools’ and teachers’ capacities to 
respond appropriately to Roma pupils’ learning needs; stresses the need to eliminate 
grade repetition and reduce the dropout rate by providing both appropriate teacher 
training and early, regular and timely support for Roma pupils and students, including 
after-school learning;

5. Urges Member States to facilitate the transition between various educational pathways, 
including up to tertiary education, by providing adequate educational and career 
guidance, and offering financial assistance such as grants and loans, in order to allow 
Roma youth to obtain the qualifications – including digital and entrepreneurial skills – 
they need for effective social and labour market integration;

6. Recalls the pressing need to involve Roma parents in each stage of their children’s 
schooling.


