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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Underlines that the COVID-19 crisis has had an unprecedented socio-economic impact 
on SMEs, especially in the cultural and creative sectors, education, youth, sports and 
media; calls on the European Commission to revise its SME strategy for sustainable and 
digital Europe, ensuring that funds allocated to European SMEs are widely and readily 
accessible across Member States, and reach these sectors in order to enable them to 
address current challenges, and maintain high levels of employment;

2. Reiterates the importance of accessible funding for SMEs across Europe, especially in 
the cultural, creative, educational, youth, media and sports sectors; calls on the European 
Commission to increase the accessibility of funding, in particular in the upcoming 
InvestEU programme, and to provide equal financial opportunities in all EU Member 
States; 

3. Regrets the lack of ambition of the revised proposal on the next MFF, and the lack of 
specific financial support for these sectors in the new Recovery Plan; urges, in this 
context, the Commission and Member States to increase the budget of the Creative 
Europe, Erasmus+ and European Solidarity Corps programmes; 

4. Underlines the need for further investment in digitalisation of European SMEs across 
sectors, as well as in skills, in particular digital and entrepreneurial skills; calls for a 
European initiative on entrepreneurial education in order to prepare the next generation 
of European SMEs, and also to provide guidance and support to existing SMEs in 
adapting to current challenges; reiterates the importance of Erasmus+ apprenticeship and 
entrepreneur exchanges, and calls for more, similar initiatives using new formats and 
tools.


