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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

On 15 September 2021, the European Commission published its legislative proposal 
establishing the 2030 Policy Programme "Path to the Digital Decade", which introduces a 
governance framework to reach the Union's digital targets by 2030. The proposal covers four 
main areas: (1) digital skills, (2) digital infrastructures, (3) digitalisation of businesses and (4) 
digitalisation of public services.

Overall, the Rapporteur welcomes the proposal but would like to suggest a series of 
amendments in order to clarify certain provisions related to digital skills. 

More specifically, the Rapporteur highlights the fact that education and training are key to 
digital transformation and to a digitally skilled population. In this context, the Rapporteur 
proposes amendments aiming to clarify the definitions of basic and advanced digital skills and 
in line with the Digital Education Action Plan and UNESCO's definitions. Furthermore, the 
Rapporteur considers that the proposed digital skills targets should be kept, with an 
intermediary target set by 2025 and with a focus to be added on digital skills for teachers. 

Finally, the Rapporteur puts a strong emphasis on the need to build synergies with existing 
programmes and initiatives in the field of research and education, on the need to support the 
Gigabit connectivity of schools and connectivity in schools (for example regarding internet 
access and digital equipment) and the need to ensure that multi-country projects have a clear 
European added value.

AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to take into account the following amendments:

Amendment 1

Proposal for a decision
Recital 6 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6a) Education and training are key to 
digital transformation and to a digitally 
skilled population.

Or. en

Amendment 2

Proposal for a decision
Recital 7
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(7) Digital skills, basic and advanced, 
are essential to reinforce the collective 
resilience of the Union’s society. Digitally 
empowered and capable citizens will be 
able to take advantage of the opportunities 
of the Digital Decade. Moreover, digital 
training and education should support a 
workforce in which people can acquire 
specialised digital skills to get quality jobs 
and rewarding careers in much greater 
numbers than today, with convergence 
between women and men. In addition, an 
essential enabler for taking advantage of 
the benefits of digitisation, for further 
technological developments and for 
Europe’s digital leadership is a sustainable 
digital infrastructure for connectivity, 
microelectronics and the ability to process 
vast data. Excellent and secure 
connectivity for everybody and everywhere 
in Europe including in rural and remote 
areas40 is needed. Societal needs for upload 
and download bandwidth are constantly 
growing. By 2030, networks with gigabit 
speeds should become available at 
accessible conditions for all those who 
need or wish such capacity. Moreover, 
microprocessors which are already today at 
the start of most of the key, strategic value 
chains are expected to be in even higher 
demand in the future, in particular the most 
innovative ones. Climate neutral highly 
secure edge node guaranteeing access to 
data services with low latency wherever 
businesses are located and quantum 
capacity are also expected to be critical 
enablers.

(7) Digital skills, basic and advanced, 
are essential to reinforce the collective 
resilience of the Union’s society. A 
common definition of digital skills is 
important to ensure that Member States 
reach the objectives as set out in this 
Decision. Basic digital skills are widely 
considered a critical component of a new 
set of literacy skills in the digital era, 
similarly to reading, writing, and 
numeracy skills. Digitally empowered and 
capable citizens will be able to take 
advantage of the opportunities of the 
Digital Decade. To pursue this aim, a 
strong focus on education should be made 
to ensure that teachers are adequately 
trained to use technology effectively in 
their teaching and to teach digital 
technologies. A specific and ambitious 
target concerning digital skills should be 
set out for teachers. In addition, emphasis 
should be put on lifelong learning as a 
comprehensive tool to address the digital 
skills’ needs of the whole population. 
Moreover, digital training and education 
should support a workforce in which 
people can acquire specialised digital skills 
to get quality jobs and rewarding careers in 
much greater numbers than today, with 
convergence between women and men. In 
addition, an essential enabler for taking 
advantage of the benefits of digitisation, 
for further technological developments and 
for Europe’s digital leadership is a 
sustainable digital infrastructure for 
connectivity, microelectronics and the 
ability to process vast data. Excellent and 
secure connectivity for everybody and 
everywhere in Europe including in rural 
and remote areas40 is needed. Societal 
needs for upload and download bandwidth 
are constantly growing. By 2030, networks 
with gigabit speeds should become 
available at accessible conditions for all 
those who need or wish such capacity. 
Moreover, microprocessors which are 
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already today at the start of most of the 
key, strategic value chains are expected to 
be in even higher demand in the future, in 
particular the most innovative ones. 
Climate neutral highly secure edge node 
guaranteeing access to data services with 
low latency wherever businesses are 
located and quantum capacity are also 
expected to be critical enablers.

__________________ __________________
40 Long-term Vision for the EU’s Rural 
Areas. COM(2021) 345 final.

40 Long-term Vision for the EU’s Rural 
Areas. COM(2021) 345 final.

Or. en

Amendment 3

Proposal for a decision
Recital 7 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(7a) By creating an environment for 
promoting the digital targets set out in this 
Decision simultaneously at Union and 
national levels, a greater synergy and a 
better use of resources can be achieved, 
especially with existing Union 
programmes, policies and initiatives in the 
field of research and education which 
share similar objectives in terms of digital 
skills, such as with the Erasmus+ 
Programme established by Regulation 
(EU) 2021/817 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council1a, the 
European Education Area, the Digital 
Education Action Plan 2021-2027 
established in the communication of the 
Commission of 30 September 2020, the 
European Skills Agenda established in the 
communication of the Commission of 1 
July 2020 and the European Pillar of 
Social Rights Action Plan established in 
the communication of the Commission of 
4 March 2021. Moreover, the objectives of 
some programmes, policies and initiatives 
should be used as intermediary targets to 
achieve the targets concerning digital 
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skills, such as the targets set out in the 
European Skills Agenda and in the 
Digital Education Action Plan, of 
ensuring that 70 % of the population aged 
16-74 have basic digital skills by 2025. 
This approach would ensure that all the 
Union means are efficiently used to attain 
digital skills for all.
__________________
1a Regulation (EU) 2021/817 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 
of 20 May 2021 establishing Erasmus+: 
the Union Programme for education and 
training, youth and sport and repealing 
Regulation (EU) No 1288/2013 (OJ L 
189, 28.5.2021, p. 1).

Or. en

Amendment 4

Proposal for a decision
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) Beyond enablers, all the above 
mentioned technologies will be at the core 
of new products, new manufacturing 
processes and new business models based 
on fair sharing of data in the data economy. 
The transformation of businesses will 
depend on their ability to adopt new digital 
technologies rapidly and across the board, 
including in industrial and services 
ecosystems that are currently lagging 
behind.

(8) Beyond enablers, all the above 
mentioned digital targets and technologies 
will be at the core of new products, new 
manufacturing processes and new business 
models based on fair sharing of data in the 
data economy. The transformation of 
businesses will depend on their ability to 
adopt new digital technologies rapidly and 
across the board, including in industrial 
and services ecosystems that are currently 
lagging behind.

Or. en

Amendment 5

Proposal for a decision
Recital 30

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(30) Multi-Country Projects involving (30) Multi-Country Projects involving 
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several Member States should allow for 
large-scale intervention in key areas 
necessary for the achievement of the digital 
targets, notably by pooling resources from 
the Union, Member States, and where 
appropriate private sources. They should 
be implemented in a coordinated manner, 
in close cooperation between the 
Commission and Member States. For that 
reason, the Commission should play a 
central role in accelerating the deployment 
of Multi-Country Projects through the 
identification of Multi-Country projects 
ready for implementation among the 
projects categories indicatively included in 
Annex, in advising Member States on the 
choice of implementation mechanism, on 
the choice of the sources of funding and 
their combination, on other strategic 
matters related to the implementation of 
those projects, and on the selection of a 
European Digital Infrastructure 
Consortium (EDIC) as an implementation 
mechanism, where appropriate.

several Member States should allow for 
large-scale intervention in key areas 
necessary for the achievement of the digital 
targets, where there is a clear European 
added value, notably by pooling resources 
from the Union, Member States, and where 
appropriate private sources. They should 
be implemented in a coordinated manner, 
in close cooperation between the 
Commission and Member States. For that 
reason, the Commission should play a 
central role in accelerating the deployment 
of Multi-Country Projects through the 
identification of Multi-Country projects 
ready for implementation among the 
projects categories indicatively included in 
Annex, in advising Member States on the 
choice of implementation mechanism, on 
the choice of the sources of funding and 
their combination, on other strategic 
matters related to the implementation of 
those projects, and on the selection of a 
European Digital Infrastructure 
Consortium (EDIC) as an implementation 
mechanism, where appropriate.

Or. en

Amendment 6

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) reinforce Member States’ collective 
resilience and bridge the digital divide 
notably by promoting basic and specialised 
digital skills for all and fostering the 
development of high-performing digital 
education and training systems;

(b) reinforce Member States’ collective 
resilience and bridge the digital divide 
notably by promoting basic digital skills 
for all, as well as advanced digital skills, 
and fostering the development of high-
performing digital education and training 
systems;

Or. en
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Amendment 7

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point 5 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5a) ‘basic digital skill’ means a basic 
ability to use digital devices and online 
applications, for instance with the 
purpose of accessing, filtering and 
managing information, creating and 
sharing content, communicating and 
collaborating; 

Or. en

(These definitions are in line with the Digital Education action Plan (2021-2027) and its 
accompanying document SWD(2020) 209 final: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020SC0209&from=EN)

Amendment 8

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point 5 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5b) ‘advanced digital skill’ means a 
specialised ability to use digital 
technologies, such as skills in designing, 
developing, managing and deploying 
technologies.

Or. en

Amendment 9

Proposal for a decision
Article 4 – paragraph 1 – point 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) at least 80% of those aged 16-74 
have at least basic digital skills;

(a) by 2025 at least 70%, and by 2030 
at least 80%, of those aged 16-74 have at 
least basic digital skills;

Or. en
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Amendment 10

Proposal for a decision
Article 4 – paragraph 1 – point 1 – point a a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(aa) at least 90 % of teachers are 
adequately trained to use technology 
effectively in their teaching and to teach 
digital technologies;

Or. en

Amendment 11

Proposal for a decision
Article 4 – paragraph 1 – point 2 – point a a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(aa) internet connectivity, including 
Gigabit connectivity, is ensured in all 
schools, in particular as regards internet 
access and the presence of the necessary 
digital equipment;

Or. en

Amendment 12

Proposal for a decision
Article 23 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 23a
Synergies and complementarities with 

other Union programmes and policies in 
the field of education and research

At the Union level, the 2030 Policy 
Programme “Path to the Digital Decade” 
shall have a transversal approach with a 
view to creating synergies between the 
various Union programmes and initiatives 
of relevance to the objectives and targets 
concerning digital skills.

Or. en
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(Article 23a is placed in Chapter 6, before Article 24.)


