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Declaration on Zimbabwe

The European Parliament,,

A. whereas Zimbabwe is currently facing an economic crisis, with inflation running at an 
all-time high, the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank refusing further 
loans not only as a result of poor past performance as regards achievement of IMF 
fiscal targets but also because of the queried military spending on supporting troops in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC); whereas a lack of foreign reserves has 
exacerbated the crisis by draining the fuel and power resources of Zimbabwe,

B. whereas the government continues to spend over EUR 1 million maintaining at least 
10 000 troops in the DRC and has ordered spare parts valued at between EUR 8 and 
16 million for fighter aircraft in the region, whilst also asking for foreign aid of at least 
EUR 50 million to help repair the recent flood damage which has resulted in the 
displacement of more than 250 000 Zimbabweans,

C. having regard to the actions of the Zimbabwean authorities on 9 March 2000 when, by 
impounding and searching diplomatic bags, they violated Article 27(3) of the Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic Relations and Optional Protocols,

D. whereas the government has exhibited an attitude contradicting the spirit of the recent 
referendum on a new constitution for Zimbabwe, with particular regard to the rights of 
minorities within the country,

1. Calls on the European Council and the European Commission to suspend all non-
humanitarian aid to Zimbabwe until it is seen to respect democracy, the rule of law 
and the rights of minorities within its borders;

2. Instructs its President to forward this Written Declaration to the European Council, the 
European Commission, the parliaments of the Member States and the Government of 
Zimbabwe.


