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Declaration on promoting annual no smoking days in the EU

The European Parliament,

A. acknowledging that smoking is the biggest cause of preventable illness and disease across the 
European Union,

B. Noting that, each year, over half a million European Union citizens die needlessly because of 
smoking,

C. realising that urgent action is needed to help people to stop smoking,

D. noting that 80% of smokers say that they would like to give up smoking,

E. noting that there is no EU No-Smoking Day and that national No-Smoking Days are patchy 
across Member States,

1. Calls upon the national governments of the Member States and upon the European 
Commission to keep up anti-smoking measures and to work towards an annual EU No- 
Smoking Day, which will help smokers to stop smoking.

2. Calls upon the national governments of Member States to promote national No Smoking 
Days.

3. Calls upon Parliament itself to implement its own policy on smoking zones and smoke-free 
zones more effectively.

4. Instructs its President to forward this declaration to the Council of Ministers and to the 
European Commission.


