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Declaration on discrimination against a minority sport

The European Parliament,

 having regard to Rule 51 of the Rules of Procedure,

 noting that the report by the French Commission of Inquiry into sport during the 
Occupation, dated 19 March 2002, has not been published,

 noting that the university curriculum for future teachers of physical education and 
sport in France does not include rugby league,

 noting that rugby league clubs' access to certain municipal facilities is often made 
difficult if not impossible, because of the existence of Article 616 (formerly Article 
412) in the by-laws and regulations of the French Rugby (Union) Federation, which 
stipulates that a loan made by the Federation for the improvement of a municipal 
stadium reserves the stadium for the exclusive use of rugby union, 

1. Calls on the French Government:

 to publish the report by the Commission and make it widely available to the 
general public;

 to incorporate rugby league as a sport into the university curriculum for trainee 
teachers of physical education and sport; 

 to make municipal stadiums available to all sportsmen and take the necessary steps 
to repeal Article 616 (formerly Article 412) of the by-laws and regulations of the 
French Rugby (Union) Federation, this article being contrary to democratic rights 
since it allows a governing body to enjoy, at little expense, the exclusive right to 
public facilities to the detriment of other users;

2. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the French Government.


