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on the European Parliament response to the Asian tsunami disaster

The European Parliament, 

- having regard to Rule 116 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. aware that millions of people, a disproportionate number being children, have been  killed, 
injured, dispossessed or displaced, and are now open to flash flooding and water-borne 
disease epidemics as a result of the unprecedented Asian tsunami disaster,

B. conveying its deepest sympathy to the people of Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, Thailand, 
Malaysia, the Maldives and also Bangladesh, Myanmar and Somalia, and assuring them of 
its resolve to take action,

C. conveying its deepest sympathy to the families of the thousands of people from Europe and 
around the world who were killed or injured or are still missing, and assuring them of its 
resolve to take action,

D. commending the generous individual donations of EU citizens and noting initial pledges of 
aid from Member States and the Commission, but warning, in the light of previous 
international disasters, that pledges must be fulfilled and that the long term needs of the 
region will be great over the coming months as the media spotlight fades,

E. alarmed by the lack of available early warning systems in the region which could have 
saved lives,

1. Calls on the Commission and Council to

- recognise the need for increased long-term aid for disease prevention, the rebuilding of 
infrastructure, and key industries such as fisheries and tourism,

- work with the governments of the affected areas, the UN and non-EU donor countries 
to continually monitor the amount and effectiveness of aid and its administration, 
particularly to the people of  remote and inaccessible areas and areas of political strife 
within the affected region,

- ensure that existing EU development aid budgets can meet increased needs following 
the disaster,

- involve itself in the immediate implementation of early warning systems in the Indian 
Ocean area;

2. Instructs the President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the Council, the Commission and the Member States.


