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Written declaration on the withdrawal of the charges against the Turkish author Orhan 
Pamuk

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Rule 116 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas, in its resolution P6_TA (2005)0150, Parliament reaffirmed the importance of 
freedom of expression as one of the cornerstones of democracy,

B. whereas Turkey's negotiation process towards full EU membership officially started on 
3 October 2005,

C. alarmed by the fact that the acclaimed Turkish novelist Orhan Pamuk was recently 
charged with the 'public denigration of Turkish identity' and faces a possible three-year 
prison sentence,

D. whereas the charge stems from an interview given by Mr Pamuk, in which he claimed that 
the massacre of Armenians in 1915 and the continuing war between Turkish security 
forces and Kurdish guerrillas are undeniable facts which are still regarded in Turkey as off 
limits,

1. Calls on the Member States and its President to appeal to the Turkish authorities to 
withdraw the charges against Mr Pamuk and to stop or revise similar proceedings (e.g. 
Hrant Dink, Ragip Zarakolu);

2. Calls on the Member States and the Commission to monitor closely the full 
implementation of the new Penal Code and to demand that changes be made by the 
Turkish authorities to those articles which are still incompatible with European human 
rights standards; 

3. Instructs the President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the Council, the Commission and the Member States.


