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Written declaration on banning the sale of toy weapons to minors

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Rule 116 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas Members of the European Parliament have on several occasions in the past 
spoken out against the distribution and sale of toys resembling weapons of war,

B. whereas toy weapons have a bad influence on children because they are designed for 
games characterised by aggressive and violent behaviour,

C. whereas in many countries there is a legal vacuum as regards air guns, which are more 
powerful than toys but have a potential of less than 7.5 joules, which puts them in the 
category of replica guns almost identical to real ones,

D. whereas the sale of toys that imitate weapons originating after the Second World War is 
already banned in some countries,

E. whereas there is a need to develop educational and teaching methods regarding children’s 
recreational activities and to show concern for the education of future generations,

1. Calls on the Commission to initiate a process of harmonisation of legislation in the 
individual Member States to ban the sale of toy weapons to minors;

2. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to promote the development of specific 
programmes to teach children about peace, fraternity and friendship;

3. Calls on the Commission to make provision for ad hoc funding for peace education in the 
preliminary draft budget for 2008;

4. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the governments and parliaments of the Member States.


