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Written declaration on the death penalty in Belarus

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on the death penalty, in particular the most 
recent, adopted on 1 February 2007 and 26 April 2007, 

– whereas in 1999, 2000 and 2001 Belarus co-sponsored the UN resolution on a universal 
moratorium on the death penalty in the UN Commission on Human Rights,

– having regard to Rule 116 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the death penalty is a cruel and inhuman punishment and a violation of the right 
to life,

B. whereas Belarus is the only European country that practises capital punishment,

C. whereas according to human rights activists two to five executions take place in Belarus 
each year and family members are not being informed about the fate of their convicted 
relative,

1. Reiterates its long-standing opposition to the death penalty in all cases and under all 
circumstances;

2. Strongly urges Belarus to apply a moratorium on the death penalty as a first step towards 
the abolition of capital punishment, and to ratify the second Additional Protocol to the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the European Convention on 
Human Rights and its relevant protocols;

3. Calls on the Commission and Council to raise the matter in the international arena and to 
take opportunities to implement campaigns against the death penalty in the country;

4. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the Council, the Commission and the governments of the Member States.


