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Written declaration on the fate of lions in Romanian zoos

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Treaty of Amsterdam of 1999,

– having regard to the European Zoo Directive (Council Directive 1999/22/EC),

– having regard to Rule 116 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas Romania joined the European Union on 1st January 2007 and is required to fully 
adopt and implement the acquis communautaire,

B. whereas, in particular, the European Zoo directive must be adhered to,

C. whereas 36 Romanian zoos fall below the minimum standards of animal welfare and 
husbandry and will be forced to close,

D. aware that many of the animals in these zoos will be put to death if alternative homes 
cannot be found,

E. having regard to the example of three lions in Bahusi Zoo in eastern Romania, called 
Gypsi, Romani and Bella, who are currently enduring appalling conditions, are desperately 
in need of proper medical attention, and are under the threat of being killed if another 
home is not found for them soon, 

1. Calls on the Commission to draw up a rescue plan to guarantee the survival of these 
animals and ensure that Romania is given all help possible either to raise the standards of 
its zoos to meet the requirements of the Zoo Directive or to assist in finding suitable 
alternative homes for the animals;

2. Calls on the Romanian Government to do everything in its power to ensure that homes are 
found for these animals and that they are not needlessly killed;

3. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the Council, the Commission, and the Government, Parliament and 
President of Romania.


