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Written declaration on the elimination of the use of child soldiers

The European Parliament, 

- having regard to Rule 116 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the adoption of the Paris Principles and Commitments shows a broad consensus 
against the use of child soldiers, but the UN estimates that there are still more than 250000 
children actively involved in armed conflict worldwide,

B. whereas girls are increasingly being recruited in armed conflicts and they are 
particularly vulnerable, often the victims of sexual abuse and violence,

C. whereas the definition of child soldier is not limited to a child carrying arms but includes 
any person under 18 years of age used in any capacity by an armed force or group, 
including those used as cooks, porters, messengers, spies and for sexual purposes,

D. whereas many of these children are forcibly abducted, or induced to fight by violent 
means, and in some cases are forcibly recruited,

E. whereas child soldiers often experience lasting psychological trauma and social exclusion 
as well as physical damage,

1. Urges every country to ratify the UN Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, and those which are parties to 
this treaty to fully comply;

2. Urges that targeted sanctions are applied to individuals who recruit child soldiers or who 
knowingly support those who do;

3. Calls on all Member States and the European Commission to commit to sustainable 
financial support for existing demobilisation, disarmament and reintegration (DDR) 
projects, and especially for longer-term financial and technical support for the meaningful 
reintegration of children;

4. Urges the European Commission and all Member States to acknowledge a responsibility to 
protect – which explicitly refers to children – in parallel with the United Nations;

5. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the Council, the Commission, the Member States, the Council of Europe and 
the United Nations.


