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Written declaration on the broadcasting of television programmes with violent content 
at times when children are viewing

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Rule 116 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. concerned at the adverse impact of television programmes intended for or accessible to 
children which include scenes involving a high degree of violence, often in the form of 
cartoons,

B. having regard to the scientifically established causal link between viewing television 
programmes with violent content and the emergence of aggressive forms of behaviour, 

C. having regard to the possibility of erroneous interpretations by children of acts or events in 
such television programmes, and the grave consequences, 

D. whereas under the principle of mutual recognition audiovisual programme accepted for 
broadcasting in one Member State cannot be refused by another, 

E. whereas the EU directive of December 2007 on audiovisual services and media introduces 
compulsory access codes by which children can be prevented from viewing content which 
could be harmful to their development, 

1. Calls on the Commission's Directorate-General for the Information Society and the Media to 
carry out a study of the frequency of images with violent content at times when children are 
viewing and to propose means of fighting such images; 

2. Calls on the Member States to adopt and implement, as soon as possible, the EU directive 
on audiovisual services and media (2007/65/EC);

3.   Welcomes the campaigns launched in certain Member States against the excessive exposure 
of children to scenes of violence on television, and encourages more initiatives of this kind 
and the exchange of best practices; 

4. Encourages the use of funding under the EU's MEDIA programme for purposes of 
contributing to the development and education of children;

5. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the Commission, the Council and the Parliaments of the Member States.


