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Written declaration on free entry to museums for students

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Rule 116 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas Article 151 of the Treaty establishing the European Community provides a basis 
for Community action in the field of culture,

B. whereas culture forms an important part of the general education of young people, 
especially within the framework of higher education,

C. whereas, however, museum entry fees in Europe are too high, often deterring students from 
visiting some of the world's finest and most precious works of art, historical collections 
and exhibitions,

D. whereas some Member States (France, Germany, Italy, Sweden) have already set up a 
number of initiatives, granting students free entry to permanent collections and exhibitions,

E. whereas the Commission has already shown that it is committed to making culture more 
accessible to young people by supporting a wide range of initiatives through the different 
Community programmes (Culture 2007-2013, Youth in Action),

1. Calls on the Commission to come up with a harmonisation initiative providing free entry 
for students to permanent collections in EU Member States and, in this connection, to 
consider the introduction of general European student cards, valid in all of the Member 
States;

2. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the governments of the Member States, the Council and the Commission.


