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Written declaration on a Small Business Act for Europe

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Rule 116 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas all European Institutions recognise the importance of SMEs to Europe’s economy 
and stress their essential contribution to social cohesion, innovation, regional 
development, gender equality, and the EU’s competitiveness,

B. whereas despite previous EU initiatives, there has been little or no tangible improvement 
in the business environment since 2000,

C. whereas the 'only once' and proportionality principles and legal certainty are key to SME 
development and should be part of all EU and national legislations,

1. Requests the Commission and the Council to adopt a politically binding instrument that 
clearly sets out principles as mentioned above and precise targets and deadlines, clarifies 
which responsibilities lie at which level of administration and defines a mechanism for 
ensuring punctual and effective delivery;

2. Requests the Commission, the Council and national and local authorities  to comply 
strictly with the 'think small first' principle, meaning that measures and legislation should 
be conceived from the point of view of small enterprises, taken as the rule and not the 
exception, and preliminary impact assessments should systematically analyse costs and 
benefits for SMEs;

3. Requests the Commission and the Council to integrate the SBA progress reports into the 
annual Lisbon National Reform Programme reporting as a new, stand-alone chapter;

4. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the Commission, the Council and the Parliaments of the Member States.


