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Written declaration on removal of visa requirements by the United States for citizens of 
EU Member States

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Rule 116 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas since 2001 United States citizens have been exempt from the visa requirement for 
travel to the Member States of the European Union,

B. whereas there are still visa requirements for citizens of Bulgaria, Cyprus, Greece, Poland 
and Romania travelling to the USА,

C. whereas current United States Administration power to expand the Visa Waiver Program 
expires on 30 June 2009,

1. Urges the European Commission and the US Government to conclude the negotiations 
with a view to providing visa-free travel for all EU citizens entering the USA before the 
European elections in 2009;

2. Calls upon the United States to apply exactly the same conditions of entry to its territory 
to citizens of Bulgaria, Cyprus, Greece, Poland and Romania as to citizens of the other 
Member States, while guaranteeing full protection of the personal data of European 
travellers;

3. Recalls that the Commission has already proposed definitive measures to ensure that the 
United States treats all citizens of EU Member States equally as regards the visa regime, 
on a basis of full reciprocity;

4. Urges the Commission to make an official statement clearly presenting the current status 
of the negotiations and the specific steps planned with a view to fulfilling the Council’s 
mandate to negotiate an agreement providing visa waiver for all EU citizen;

5. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the Council, the Commission, the parliaments and governments of the 
Member States, and the United States Congress and Secretary of Homeland Security.


