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Written declaration on the importance of jobs and workers’ rights in the EU

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Rule 116 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. recognising the ECJ decisions in the Viking and Laval cases, which confirm that workers 
across the EU have certain rights,

B. aware that, at a time of rising EU unemployment, those still in jobs are understandably 
vulnerable to arguments that their jobs may be about to be unfairly taken by somebody 
else,

C. conscious that such workers may be exploited by certain organisations that will prey upon 
workers’ fears for their own political purposes and deliberately stoke up protectionist 
anti-EU sentiment by encouraging demonstrations against ‘foreign workers’ as part of a 
concerted campaign to change the EU’s Posting of Workers Directive,

1. Calls on the EU to put the issue of jobs at the top of its agenda;

2. Reaffirms that workers in all EU Member States have real rights which should not be 
taken away or diluted;

3. Urges Member States to resist calls from those who blame other EU workers, when these 
are victims of the problem and not its cause;

4. Recognises that certain Member States may choose to have firmer controls on 
immigration in general, but urges that such controls – if any – should be directed primarily 
at those from outside the EU rather than fellow EU citizens;

5. Urges Member States to take stronger action against undeclared work, which represents a 
real threat to EU workers across the EU;

6. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the Council, the Commission and the governments and parliaments of the 
Member States.


