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Written declaration on tuberculosis

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Rule 116 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas tuberculosis (TB) kills up to 2 million people every year, and whereas the WHO 
estimates that there were 9.27 million new TB cases in 2007,

B. whereas completing TB treatment (six to eight months for non-drug-resistant cases) is 
vital, whereas interrupted or incomplete treatment can lead to multi- or extensively drug-
resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB/XDR-TB), where patients are resistant to the most 
important first- and/or second-line anti-TB medicines, and whereas there are about 
500 000 new patients with multi-drug-resistant TB worldwide, including in Europe,

C. whereas TB affects vulnerable groups, such as illegal migrants,

D. whereas a gap exists between the Commission's actual spending on TB research and 
development (almost € 20 m in 2007) and the level of spending required (€ 100 m),

E. whereas future global TB control can only be achieved by means of better diagnostics, 
new protective vaccines and more effective treatments,

1. Calls on the Commission and Council to take a leading role in coordinating the control of 
TB by:

- allocating sufficient resources to R&D by prioritising MDR and XDR-TB within FP7, 
the Innovative Medicines Initiative and the European Research Council;

- ensuring access to and completion of treatment for illegal migrants;
- insisting that funding be used for diagnostics, vaccines, treatments and rapid, 

affordable point-of-care TB tests;
- acknowledging the vital role played by health services and health professionals;

2. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the Council and the Commission.


