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Written declaration on whistle blowing and the protection of whistleblowers

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Staff regulations of officials of the European Communities,

– having regard to Rule 116 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas a ‘fit for purpose’ public administration that exists to serve the citizen is a key 
element of a functioning democratic society, 

B. whereas the EU institutions therefore require clear rules and procedures to ensure that 
administrative irregularities are discovered, rectified and brought to the attention of 
citizens; whereas administrative transparency is a precondition for citizens being able to 
hold elected politicians accountable, 

C. whereas officials in the EU institutions' administrations must be given statutory 
opportunities to make open or anonymous contact with the media and, without fear of 
reprisals by their employer, pass on information on any irregularities they may have 
noticed in the performance of their duties, 

D. whereas it should also be established by law that journalists have the right to contact and 
seek information on the activities of the administration from whichever officials they 
wish,

E. whereas the right to communicate information for publication shall be guaranteed by 
recognising journalists' professional secrecy; whereas the authorities shall in turn be 
prohibited from investigating who gave the information to the media,

F. whereas restrictions may be placed on the right of officials to disclose information only in 
exceptional cases and in accordance with pre-determined statutory provisions,

1. Calls upon the Commission to embrace the proposals set out in this written declaration 
and to adopt measures to implement these in legislation concerning the administration of 
the EU institutions.

2. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the Commission and the Council.


