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Written declaration on the establishment of a European Day of Giving

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Rule 123 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas Europeans have been living for centuries in a society where charitable 
organisations and churches cared for the poor, the old and the ill, and were able to carry 
out their functions as a result of donations from the more fortunate members of society,

B. whereas there is widespread expectation that the modern state in the developed 
countries will take up the tasks formerly performed by non-profit organisations and 
churches,

C. whereas the development of the more or less exclusive role of the state in the social 
welfare system allowed Europeans to believe that their responsibilities towards their 
fellow men were met through paying their taxes,

D. whereas we know that the state in our times, in an ageing European society, is unable to 
fulfil all social tasks via resources coming solely from taxes,

E. whereas due to the ever-narrowing social welfare system and the growing 
unemployment rates there is a rising poverty rate as well,

1. Supports the idea of establishing 19 November as the European Day of Giving;

2. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to support initiatives which raise 
awareness about the importance of giving in order to awaken a sense of solidarity and 
responsibility towards our fellow men;

3. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the Council, the Commission and the Parliaments of the Member States. 


