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Written declaration on shale gas and oil exploration

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Rule 123 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas some Member States, faced with dwindling fossil fuel stocks and energy security 
problems, have been issuing licences to prospect for shale gas and oil,

B. whereas the method used for shale gas and oil exploration is hydraulic fracturing, whereby 
water, sand, and chemicals are pumped into a wellbore drilled into a rock formation in 
order to break the rock apart and release the oil and natural gas that it contains,

C. whereas according to the EPA (the US Environmental Protection Agency) and several 
scientists, this method of extraction causes immense and irreversible environmental 
damage; whereas EPA reports speak of high groundwater pollution levels, severe air 
pollution, and instances of abnormal seismic activity,

D. whereas the situation is equally worrying from the health point of view; whereas the use 
of carcinogenic, allergenic, and toxic chemicals has triggered an upsurge in certain 
diseases in the vicinity of extraction sites,

1. Calls, having regard to the principle of prevention, for a Europe-wide moratorium to be 
declared forthwith on shale gas and oil exploration and extraction;

2. Calls on the Member States to suspend exploration licences and conduct health and 
environmental impact studies;

3. Calls on the Commission to make an audit of the dangers entailed in the above-mentioned 
extraction method and to carry out a study to determine how the climate might be affected 
by the massive release of hydrocarbons into the atmosphere;

4. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the Commission, the Council, and the Member States.


