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Written declaration on legal highs

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, and in particular 
Articles 67, 82, 83 and 85,

– having regard to Council Decision 2005/387/JHA,

– having regard to Rule 123 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas, according to the EMCDDA–Europol 2010 annual report, new drugs are 
becoming available at an unprecedented pace in the EU, and a significant number of these 
have been identified as ‘legal highs’;

B. whereas ‘legal highs’ are specifically designed to bypass drug controls;

C. whereas ‘legal highs’ may pose a considerable threat to health;

1. Calls for the reassessment of Council Decision 2005/387/JHA to improve the capacity for 
EU-level investigative forensic analysis of new compounds and dissemination of 
information to Member States;

2. Calls for the enhancement of public awareness at the EU-level on the use of ‘legal highs’;

3. Calls for EU-level cooperation to address the Internet sale of ‘legal highs’;

4. Calls on EU Member States to consider controlling ‘legal highs’ under national 
legislation;

5. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the Council, the Commission and the parliaments of the Member States.


