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Written declaration on deforestation in the European Union

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its resolution of 23 April 2009 on addressing the challenges of 
deforestation and forest degradation to tackle climate change and biodiversity loss,

– having regard to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the 
Convention on Biological Diversity,

– having regard to Rule 123 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas Europe is home to 25% of the world’s forests;

B. whereas sustainable forest management still varies among and within countries in the EU, 
including in protected areas, such as the Retezat National Park and the Białowieża Forest, 
leading to an alteration of forests’ structure and biodiversity;

C. whereas climate change poses important environmental challenges to European forests, 
with an increased incidence of natural disasters and conditions that lead to the 
disappearance of plant and animal species, deterioration of soil quality, desertification and 
flooding;

D. whereas the EU has a fragmented forest monitoring system;

1. Calls for a harmonised and comprehensive long-term EU forest monitoring system 
appropriate for the diversity of European forests and the uncertainty linked to climate 
change, which would provide continuous and obligatory forest monitoring and reporting 
on afforestation, reforestation and deforestation;

2. Calls for an improvement of forest protection and sustainable management of forests in 
the EU to address the loss of their biodiversity, and for Member States to ensure 
continuously increasing carbon capture in EU forests;

3. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the European Commission, the Council and the Member States.


