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Written declaration on domestic fire safety

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Rule 123 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas fire is a major cause of death and injuries in the home, affecting particularly 
vulnerable groups such as children, elderly people and people with disabilities; whereas, 
on average, more than 5 000 people die in fires in the EU every year, with 80 % of these 
fatalities occurring in the home;

B. whereas the economic cost of fire is estimated to be close to 1 % of the EU’s GDP, and 
whereas the fire load and the risk of fire in the home continues to increase;

C. whereas flammable upholstered furniture in particular remains one of the greatest fire 
hazards in EU homes, and whereas consumers are being put at risk by the absence of a 
uniform high level of protection against this hazard across the EU;

1. Urges the Member States to promote initiatives and awareness-raising campaigns to 
educate consumers about domestic fire risks;

2. Urges the Commission to explore ways to ensure that comprehensive fire statistics are 
collected across the EU;

3. Calls for the introduction of harmonised fire safety requirements for domestic upholstered 
furniture sold in the EU which ensure the highest level of fire safety and of health and 
environmental protection, and for the labelling of flammable products in the interim;

4. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the Commission, the Council and the governments of the Member States.


