
DC\942651EN.doc PE516.580v00-00

EN EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

9.9.2013 0012/2013

WRITTEN DECLARATION
Submitted under Rule 123 of the Rules of Procedure

on the protection of children in cases of abduction, including in the context of 
child custody disputes

Angelika Werthmann (ALDE), Victor Boştinaru (S&D), Jorgo 
Chatzimarkakis (ALDE), Minodora Cliveti (S&D), Frank Engel (PPE), 
Carlos José Iturgaiz Angulo (PPE), Peter Jahr (PPE), Ádám Kósa (PPE), 
Gesine Meissner (ALDE), Antigoni Papadopoulou (S&D), Antonyia 
Parvanova (ALDE), Nikolaos Salavrakos (EFD), Eleni Theocharous (PPE), 
Tatjana Ždanoka (Verts/ALE), Milan Zver (PPE)

Lapse date: 9.12.2013



PE516.580v00-00 2/2 DC\942651EN.doc

EN

0012/2013

Written declaration under Rule 123 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure on the 
protection of children in cases of abduction, including in the context of child custody 
disputes1 

1. Abductions occur above all in connection with divorce/separation proceedings involving 
parents of different nationalities.

2. It is the responsibility of a European Union that upholds human rights to protect everyone 
who cannot protect themselves: in this instance, children.

3. Abductions traumatise children and lead to psychological and physical damage from which 
they often do not recover. It is important to emphasise that the cooperation of all countries 
involved is a requisite for finding a positive solution to these disputes and that a solution can 
only be positive when it is tailored to meet the needs of the children concerned.

4. The Commission is therefore asked to draw the attention of the authorities and countries 
concerned to the risks of child abduction so as to ensure they are aware of this problem and 
to stress the importance of cooperation.

5. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council and 
the Commission.

1 Under Rule 123(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, if the declaration has been signed by a majority 
of Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the Minutes with the names of its signatories and 
forwarded to the addressees, but is not however binding on Parliament.


