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Written declaration, under Rule 123 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on the 
establishment of a joint protocol to celebrate Europe Day in all Member States1

1. The Schuman Declaration of 9 May 1950 was the first step towards the creation of what is 
now the EU;

2. The European Union is a political reality with universal impact. In 1985, 9 May was 
designated Europe Day by a decision of the European Council, becoming one of the EU’s 
symbols aimed at fostering unity among Europeans;

3. Member States organise various activities to celebrate Europe Day, part of the heritage 
shared by all Europeans;

4. These activities represent an opportunity to bolster European values among all generations;

5. The Commission and Council are therefore called upon to support the establishment of a 
joint protocol under which Europe Day would be commemorated in all Member States;

6. The Commission and Council are also called upon to demonstrate their support by 
participating in an interinstitutional ceremony alongside Parliament;

7. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Commission 
and the Council.

1 Under Rule 123(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


