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Written declaration, under Rule 123 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on the 
investigation into the car crash which killed Oswaldo Payá1

1. Oswaldo Payá was a recognised defender of human rights who, in 2002, was awarded the 
European Parliament’s Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought. He was also nominated 
for the Nobel Peace Prize five times.

2. Oswaldo Payá and Harold Cepero, both Cuban dissidents, died in a car crash in the 
province of Bayamo, Cuba, on 22 July 2012.

3. The official report by the Cuban authorities stated that Oswaldo Payá’s death was 
accidental; the Payá family and witnesses strongly disagree.

4. Two European citizens where involved in the accident, including Ángel Carromero, who 
was the driver at the time and was sentenced to four years’ imprisonment for 
manslaughter.

5. Oswaldo Payá’s family have not received the official autopsy report, were not allowed to 
attend the trial and are being harassed by Cuban government officials.

6. Ángel Carromero stated that they were being chased by several vehicles and that one of 
them hit their vehicle from behind and caused the accident.

7. The fact that there is no investigation being carried out by the EEAS or the EU delegation 
in Havana implies that the official version of events has been accepted. 

8. Following Parliament’s resolution of 11 December 2013 on the Annual Report on Human 
Rights and Democracy in the World 2012 and the European Union’s policy on the matter, 
the Commission and the Council are therefore also called upon to support the call for an 
international investigation to clarify the circumstances surrounding Oswaldo Payá’s death 
and to do everything in their power to ensure that an investigation is carried out.

9. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 123(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


