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Written declaration, under Rule 123 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on the 
thalidomide scandal and the health needs of the remaining survivors in Europe1

1. During the 1950s and 1960s the drug thalidomide was prescribed for pregnant women in 
several European countries as a treatment for morning sickness, and was also available 
over the counter.

2. Thalidomide was later found to cause serious birth defects, causing approximately 20 000 
babies to be born with thalidomide-related disabilities worldwide, the majority of them in 
Europe. It is conservatively estimated that over 100 000 babies died in utero.

3. There are approximately 4 000 thalidomide survivors in Europe, who have exceeded the 
expectations of medical experts of the time by living independently.

4. Some survivors have received limited compensation through schemes established in 
Member States and by distributors of the drug to help meet their health needs. However, 
the company that originally developed the drug has refused to compensate all survivors.

5. With survivors now in their 50s and 60s, the level of compensation received so far has 
proved inadequate as they are experiencing previously unanticipated health problems and 
their health is deteriorating rapidly.

6. The Commission and the Council are therefore called upon to raise awareness of the 
scandal among Member State governments with a view to gaining recognition for the 
unmet health needs of thalidomide survivors in Europe and of reaching a solution with the 
company that developed the drug that will ensure their quality of life.

7. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 123(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


